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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM J. SHEDD, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented new and useful 
Improvements, in Ice-Tracks, of which the 
following is a specification. 
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This invention relates to ice tracks, and has for its main object to provide a novel 

track for use in connection with the han 
dling of cakes of ice, whereby ice cakes may 
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line. 

be readily slid from one position to another, 
either in a straight line or in an irregular 

In loading a car with ice, cakes of 
ice are first slid from the platform into the 
car and thereafter they are slid lengthwise 
in the car to first fill up the end portions 
thereof. My invention is particularly adapt 
ed for guiding cakes of ice to move in such 
manner that a cake may be slid from the 
platform toward the car door and thereafter 
its course will be directed to a line at right 
angles to its initial line of movement, 
whereby it may be delivered to any desired 
part of the car. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a track of this kind capable of being 
folded up into compact space whereby it 
may be readily transported from one place 
to another. 
With these objects and advantages in 

view, this invention consists in a track hav 
ing joints therein whereby it may becaused 
to assume irregular lines, and having ice 
guiding means for engaging cakes of ice and 
acting as a guide for directing the move 
ment thereof. 

It further consists in the several novel 
features of construction and arrangement 
hereinafter set forth, and particularly de 
fined in the claims. - 
. The invention is clearly illustrated in the 
drawing furnished herewith, in which 

Figure 1 is a plan of one form of my in 
vention, showing the same laid down for 
the purpose of guiding cakes of ice to move 
in two different directions, the one being 
at right angles to the other, Fig. 2 is a detail 
vertical cross section through one of the 
members of the track, the line of section be 
ing indicated at 2-2, Fig. 1, Fig. 8 is a 
perspective view of oile of said members, Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a connecting 
link and Fig. 5 is a side elevation of a frag 
nient of the track. 
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Referring to said drawing, the track as a 
whole is illustrated at 10, and comprises a plurality of bars 11, hinged or pivotally 
connected together at their ends as for in 
stance by connecting links 12. The bars 
11, are preferably constructed of short metal bars having downwardly projecting prongs 
13, that are arranged to sink into the wooden 
platforms or supports upon which the track 
is laid and hold the track in place thereon. 
in the form shown in the drawing, said 
prongs are formed by bending down the 
our corners of the bar, but obviously this 

particular arrangement is not necessary to 
the invention broadly considered. Project 
ing up from each bar 11, is an ice guiding 
member, here shown as comprising a rib or 
in 14, that extends longitudinally of the 
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bar and preferably is centrally located there 
on. It is preferable to make the upper edge 
of said rib or fin quite sharp in order that 
it may bite into the cake of ice traveling 
over the same, and guide said ice cake in a 
line parallel with the bar, and the ends of 
the rib 'e shown as beveled off so as to re 
move the sharp corners wich would other 
wise be presented at the ends of said ribs. 
The bars 11, are provided near their ends 
with holes 15, for receiving rivets or the 
like 16, that pivotally connect said bars with 
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the connecting links 12; Said rivets passing . 
through holes 17, in the connecting links 
and through the holes 15, in the bars. 11. 
The parts are so proportioned, and the rivet 
holes 17, of the links 12, so spaced apart 
as to permit the bars 11, to be folded up 
into the position indicated in dotted lines 
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in Fig. 1. The end bar 10, at the initial end of the track is preferably provided 
with one or more holes 18, through which 
a nail or spike may be driven into the plat 
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form below, so as to fasten said bar in place 
thereon. 4. 
In operation the track is unfolded and 

laid down upon the platform or other E. 
over which it is desired to move the 

takes of ice. For instance if it is desired to 
100 

load a car with ice, the initial end, lettered 
a, is laid upon the platform in a line ap 
proximately at right angles to the car, and 
the end b, carried in through the car door 
and laid longitudinally of the car, the bars 
between the two straight right angled por 
tions assuming a long broken curved line. 
The initial end is then spiked down to the 0. 
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platform and the track is ready for use. A 
cake of ice is pushed upon the rib or fin 14, 
of the initial bar and given a shove toward 
the car, and by reason of the comparatively 
sharp edge of the ribs or fins of the bars, 
the cake of ice follows the line assumed by 
said bars, passing along the bent portion of 
the track and continuing along the straight 
portion b, within the car. I have found 
that by arranging one or more of the bars 
at right angles to the line of the track, it 
affords a stop for arresting the movement 
of the cake of ice at the delivery end of the 
track and in the drawing have shown the 
end bar as turned at right angles to the 
main portion of the track within the car. 
As rapidly as the end of the car is filled 
with ice, the end bars may be folded up as 
indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 1 so as to 
reduce the length of the track and affording 
a stopping place father away from the end 
of the car. When the car is loaded the track 
may be wholly folded up and removed, or 
that part of the track within the car may 
be folded up and a second car moved in 
place of the first car and the end of the 
track laid in said second car. 

It is preferable to make the track in 
lengths of about 16 feet, although this of 
course is unnecessary to the invention, 
broadly considered, but is a very convenient 
one for handling ice on a platform and 
delivering it into the car. The links 12, are 
preferably made of steel in order that they 
may bend slightly, to accommodate the 
track to any unevenness of the platform or 
floor upon which it is placed. Said links 
are located below the upper edges of the 
ribs or fins 14, so as not to interfere with 
the movement of the ice. 

I realize that various alterations and 
modifications of this device are possible 

prongs on its lower side. 

1,037,064 

without departing from the spirit of my 
invention, and I do not therefore desire to 
limit myself to the exact construction 
shown and described. 
I claian as new and desire to secure by 

Tettel's Patent: 
1. An ice-guiding track, comprising a 

plurality of short length ice-guiding mem 
bers, arranged end to end and hingedly con 
nected together, whereby the track may be 
laid in an irregular line, each member hav ing a longitudinal and comparatively sharp 
rib on its upper side, arranged to bite into 
a cake of ice slid upon the track and thereby 
guide the same along the line of the track. 

2. An ice track comprising a plurality of 
bars each formed on its upper side with an 
ice guiding rib having a sharp ridge at its 
upper edge, and with floor gripping prongs 
on its lower side; and connecting links be 
tween said bars, and located below the upper 
edges of the ice guiding ribs, said connect 
ing links being loosely pivoted to said bars. 

3. An ice track comprising a plurality of 
pivotally connected bars, each formed with a 
central, longitudinally extending ice guid 
ing rib having a sharp edge at its top, and 
the corners of each bar being bent down to 
form floo' gripping prongs. 

4. As a new article of manufacture, an 
ice track section comprising a bar formed 
on its upper side with a longitudinal ice 
guiding rib having a sharp upper edge at 
its top, and downturned, floor gripping 

in witness whereof, I have hereunto 
signed my name at Chicago, Cook county, 
Illinois, this 4th day of October 1911. 

WILLIAM J. SHEDD. 
Witnesses: 

joIIN P. McIXINLEY, 
CHARLEs O. SHERVEY. 
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