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(57) Abstract: The present invention provides a determination apparatus
and a determination method which simply and reliably determine whether
an inspection cartridge has or has not been used. The present invention
provides a determination apparatus and a determination method which
determine whether an inspection cartridge has been used or not, the deter-
mination apparatus being provided with: an inspection cartridge having a
reagent well in which a reagent is stored, and an encapsulation seal which
encapsulates the reagent well; a penetration hole determining unit which
determines whether a penetration hole is present in the encapsulation seal;
and a use determining unit which, on the basis of a determination result
of the penetration hole determining unit, determines that the inspection
cartridge has been used when the penetration hole is present in the encap-
sulation seal, and determines that the inspection cartridge has not been
used when the penetration hole is not present in the encapsulation seal.
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