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The present invention comprises a new and distinct cul-
tivar of Vriesea plant, referred to by the cultivar name
‘Charlotte’. The genus Vriesea is of the family Bromeliaceae.

‘Charlotte’ is a product of a planned breeding program
conducted in Evergem. Belgium and was originated from a
cross between Vriesea ‘Marjan’ (male or pollen parent) and
Vriesea ‘Marjolein’ (female or seed parent), performed by
the inventor Reginald Deroose.

‘Charlotte’ was discovered and selected within the prog-
eny of the stated cross by Reginald Deroose in 1987 in a
controlled environment in Evergem, Belgium. Subsequent
asexual reproduction of ‘Charlotte’ by tissue culture per-
formed by Reginald Deroose in Evergrem has demonstrated
that the combination of characteristics as herein disclosed
- for ‘Charlotte’ are firmly fixed and retained through succes-
sive generations of asexual reproduction.

‘Charlotte’ has not been observed under all possible
environmental conditions. The phenotype may vary signifi-
cantly when grown under different conditions of tempera-
ture, light, and other determining factors, without, however,
any variation in the genotype. The following observations,
measurements and comparisons describe plants grown in
Evergem, Belgium, under greenhouse conditions which
closely approximate those generally used in horticultural
practice.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be basic characteristics of ‘Charlotte’
which in combination distinguish this Vriesea as a new and
distinct cultivar:

1. The inflorescence is bright yellow with a small amount
of red at the base of each bract, is about 30 cm to 40 cm in
total height.

2. Each inflorescence has about 5 to 8 branches, each
about 10 cm long.

3. The branches are nearly horizontally placed on the
main stem.

4. Abundant medium green foliage in a dense rosette.

The new cultivar can be compared to both of its parents.
With respect to the maternal parent cultivar ‘Marjan’, both
cultivars have similar plant shape and yellow inflorescence
infused with red. However, ‘Charlotte’ has more and some-
what wider leaves which bend more downwardly, the inflo-
rescence and total plant are smaller, the bracts of ‘Charlotte’
are more horizontal on the main stem, with the bracts of
‘Marjan’ being nearly vertically placed, and the leaves of
‘Charlotte’ are entirely green. including the lower surface.
‘Marjan’ has a slightly red color on the lower surface of the
leaves.
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With respect to ‘“Marjolein’, the plant and flower shapes
are similar. The bracts of ‘Marjolein’ are red in color in the
middle with yellow tips, compared to the mainly yellow
bracts of ‘Charlotte’ with a red base. The bracts of ‘Mar-
jolein’ are at a 60° angle to the main stem. and the leaves are
more erect.

The accompanying color photographic drawing com-
prises a side perspective view of a typical plant of *Char-
lotte’ in bloom.

In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart. except where
color terms of ordinary significance are used. The color
values were determined between 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. in
September 1990 under bright daylight conditions.

Classification:
Botanical.—Vriesea cv. ‘Charlotte’.
Commercial —Vriesea ‘Charlotte’.
Parentage:

Male parent.—‘Marjolein’.

Female parent—'Marjan’.

Propagation: Asexual propagation is preferably by tissue
culture.
Plant:

Form—Rosette.

Height—Approximately 30 cm to 40 cm in total height
including inflorescence when grown in a 11 cm pot,
and about 50 cm in diameter.

Growth habit.—Excellent, very vigorous.

Foliage.—Quantity: Abundant. Size of leaf: 20 to 30
cm in length, about 6 cm wide at the widest point of
the leaf. Shape of leaf: Oblong with tips bending
down, rounded and apiculate. Surface texture: Gla-
brous. Margin: Entire. Color: Upper side 137A-
147A; underside 137A. Veins: Upper surface:
slightly visible. Under surface: visible. Sheaths:
Broad, distinct, green, much wider than blades.

Inflorescence:

Scape.—OQriented erect to a little oblique, about 13 to
16 cm long and 1 cm in diameter. glabrous; 5 to 8
branches, each about 10 cm in length and 4.5 cm in
width, color 14A, with the base being approximately
44A-45B. The color of the branches or bracts lasts 3
to 4 months.

Bract shape.—Qval.
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Bract size.—10 cm long and 4.5 cm wide, alternately
arranged.

Number of bracts—S5 to 8.

Color—Mainly 14A. 44A-45B at the base.

Flowers.—In the floral bracts, one flower per bract,
typical for the genus Vriesea. Flowering normally in
progression from base to tip of scape or bracts, with
many flowers at the same time. Flowers are trans-
parent light yellow 12D-11D in color at the base to
yellow 12A at the tip. After buds are visible, approxi-
mately 6 weeks are required for flowers to fully
develop.

Fragrance.—None.
Reproductive organs:
Stamens.—1 per flower, color 2A.
Pistils.—6 per flower, color 17A.
Resistance to disease: No disease problems have been noted
to date.

I claim: -
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Vriesea plant named
‘Charlotte’, as illustrated and described.
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