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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Lours J. Rikcrer, a

- citizen of the United States, residing at Ben
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Avon, in the county of Allegheny and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented new and use-
ful Tmprovements in Anticreepers, of which
the following is a full, clear, concise, and

exact description, reference being had to the

-accompanying drawing, forming a part of
this specification. B

.My invention relates to means for pre-
venting creeping of railroad rails, siich de-
vices being known as anti-creepers or rail
anchors, :

The object of my. invention is to provide
an improved anti-creeper or rail anchor,
which shall be of simple construction adapt-
ed for economical manufacture, which may
be readily applied to the rails and maintain
an effective grip' thereon. throughout long
continued service and which shall effectively
prevent creeping of said rails. ' ,

Rail anchors as constructed heretofore,
‘have been made either to grip the rail with
sufficient firmness when initially applied, to
prevent creeping without further a.gj ustment
thereof, or they have been so made that a
slight creeping of ‘the rail causes a further
adjustment of the parts either by sliding
one member along another, or by causing a
‘skewing action.

My improved rail anchor -partakes of the
advantageous features of both of the above
mentioned types in that it may be applied
initially so as to grip the rail base firmly,
while at the same time, it is so constructed
that if a slight creeping of the rail should

. occur, it is given ‘a slight skewing action
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which tends further to increase the effective-
ness of its grip, = . 4

In the accompanying drawings I have
illustrated one embodiment of the invention

‘which has various practical advantages here-

inafter pointed out. ‘The invention may be
embodied in other forms, however.

Figure 1, of the drawings is an elevation
of the preferred construction showiiig the
rail in cross section. Fig. 2, is a top plan
view thereof. Fig. 3, is-an ¢nd elevation of
the voke. TFig. 4, is a siile elevation of the
filler clip.- Fig. 5, is a top plan view
thereof, ‘ :

The device in the preferred form. is'made
up of three parts, consisting of the voke 1.
the filler clip or block 2 and the pin 8. The

yoke is made preferably of malleable iron
although it may be made from cast steel or
other suitable material. ‘Said yoke is pro-
vided with jaws4, 5, at opposite ends there-
of. The jaw 4 is adapted to fit over and
grip firmly one side of a standard rail base.
The jaw 5 is larger than the jaw 4 and is
adapted to receive the filler clip 2, as shown

in Fig. 1. Said jaw is provided with a suit-

able opening 6 preferably of rectangular
outline, the yoke 1 having a somewhat simi-
Iar hole 7 registering therewith, whereby the
pin 3 may be driven through said holes and
find firm bearing surfaces against the outer
walls thereof. Said pin is preferably pen-
tagonal in cross section whereby a sharp
edge 8 is provided thereon adapted to cut
into the edge of the rail base. Said pin,
however, may be made with any suitable
cross sertion, whereby a line contact is pro-
vided. For example, a round pin may be-
emploved. In order to permit said pin to
bear directly against the rail base without
interfering with the filler block 2, the latter
is eut. away .at 9, With this arrangement,
the_ pin, which 1is preferably tapering
throughout its léngth. may be driven down-

- ward as far as it will go, its edge 8 cutting

into the rail base where a sharp edge is pro-
vided nnd taking a firm hold thereen, while
at the same time, said pin serves to lock said
filler block in position. The yoke is pro-
vided further with & downwardly extending
flange 10, which may. be suitably reinforced
in any desired manner. for example by .a
bracket 11, said flange being adapted to bear

against the side of a cross-tie 12 and being

arranged preferably near'the end of the.yoke
which cavries the smaller jaw.

In applying the device to the rail, the
jaw 3 18 first hooked over one side. of the
rail base, after which the other end of the
vale is lifted and the jaw 4 fitted over the.
opposite side of said rail base. The filler
block 2 15 then slipped in place and
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the pin 3 driven down as far as. possible. -

In view 'of the very gradual taper of the

pin, a powerful pull is exerted on the voke, .

drawing the jaw 4 over the opposite edge
of the rnil base, whereby the initial grip on
the rail may be as firn as other rail anchors

of the type where n wedging member is re:

lied on to insure the necessary hold on the
rail base. Tn addition the side or edge of

‘the pin acts as & center about whigh ‘the’
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device swings if the rail should creep
somewhat.” The end of the yoke, which 15
provided with the flange 10, heing prevented
from moving forward by the engagement of

said flange with the tie, the other end of
saidl voke moves forward slightly, the de-

vice as a whole skewing somewhat, where-
by the grip on the rail base is still further
incrensod.  This skewing action Insures a
further gripping if there Is any movement
of the rail and thereby provides for greater
security and efficiency In opetation.

1f the pressure of the flange 10 against
the tie js relieved, due to a reavward move-
ment of the rail, the device cannot loosen
sufficiently to fall from rail, even if sad
pressure 1s relieved for a Jong time, as the
filler block 2 is permanently locked in place
Ly the pin, and the latter, by cutting mto
the edge of the rail base, maintains its hold
thercon, and in any case cannol be vibrated
out of its seat.

1 am aware tliat various chunges may be
made in the details of the device described
and illustrated, and accordingly do not de-
sire to limit myself to the details disclosed

except where limitations appear in the ap-
pended claims.
Having thus described my invention,

what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States is:

1. A rail anchor comprising a transverse
element having a tie abutting extension near
one end thereof, a jaw at one end adapted
to receive .one side of the’ rail base, and
a vertically arranged wedging pin at the
other end of said element, said pin having
substantially a line contact with the edge
of said rail base, whereby it may be driven
downtward readily to insure a powerful grip
of said rail between itself and said jaw.

9. An anti-creeper comprising a voke hav-
ing an opening at one end, a vertically ar-
ranged pin fitting in said opening and hav-
ing an edge in contact with one side of
the rail base and & jaw at the other end
of said yoke adapted to fit over the other side
of said rail base, whereby said anti-creeper
may pivot about said edge to increase the
grip on the rail base.

3 A rail anchor comprising  yoke hav-
ing a jaw at each end thereof, one of sald
jaws being larger than the -corresponding
side of the rail base, a. filler block interposed
between said jaw and the rail base, and a

in passing through said jaw, said pin bear-

ink directly against sald Tail base.
4. A rail anchor comprising a yoke hav-

ing a jaw at each end thereof, one of said
jaws being larger ‘than the corresponding
side of the rail base, said jaw having - an
upper and a lower opening in substantial
aﬁ'nément with each other, a wedge shaped
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pin passing through said openings, suid
pin having an edge adapted to cut into the
rail base and a filler block between said
jaw and said rail hase, said filler block strad-
dling said pin.

5. An anti-creeper comprising an element
arvanged substantially transversely heneath

the rail base, a rail gripping jaw at ont
end of said element, a tie abutting flange

at the same end thereof, an enlarged jaw ab
the other end thereof, a filler hlock conform-
ing to the outer and upper surfaces of the
rail base and arranged between the latter
and said enlarged jaw, said filler ock hav-
ing a cut away portion to expose part of
the outer edge of the rail hase and a pen-
tagonal pin of tapering outhine passing ver-
tically through holes in said onter jaw and
arranged with one of its edges cutting into
the exposed portion of gatd rail buase edgel
whereby said cutling edge acts as a pivotal
point for the anti-creeper atl wherehy said
filler block is Jocked in position by said pin.

6. A rail anchor comprising a transverse
member having means for engaging one o
the base flanges of the rail and # jaw for
receiving the other base flange, said jaw hav-
ing a vertical inclosed socket the inner por-
tion of which intersects the jaw opening,
and a tapering fastening key fitting  snid
socket and adapted as it is driven into place
to cut slightly into the base flange of the
yail to wedge the anchor on the rail and
secure it thereto. ,

7 A rail anchor comprising a transverse
member having a jaw at one end which
grips the rail base, a vertical part at the
other end. and a projection thereon extend-
ing above the base flange of the rail, a filler
between said projection and the top of said
base flange to hold the adjacent end of said
member to the base of the rail, and a mem-
ber engaged between the vertical edge of
said base flange and said vertical part to
hold said jaw in grip'ping_engagement with
the other base flange.

8. A rail anchor comprising a transverse

member in contact with the bottom of the

rail, a jaw at one end thereof, a tie-abut-
ting flange intermediate the ends thereof, a
larger jaw at the other end thereof, a ver-
tical wedge between the rail base edge and
the vertical vl of said larger jaw, and a
filler to fill the space between said larger
jaw and the adjacent side of the rail base
not occupied by said wedge. ,

In witness whereof, I have hereunto sub-

scribed my name in the presence of two

witnesses.
. L.OUIS J. RIEGLER.
Witncses:
T. B. HUMPHRIES,
J. N. Coogs.
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