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MEASURING AND PUNCTURING Tool 

The present invention relates to improvements 
in a measuring and puncturing tool, and the prin 
cipal object is to provide a convenient means for 
marking an object for dividing the same into 

is equal parts, and also for effecting an evenly 
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Spaced puncturing of an object. 
- While my tool may be used in a large num 
ber of different situations, it was designed by me 
particularly in connection with the bakery busi 
ness, and it is particularly invented to serve for 
marking a large cake which is to be cut up into 
equal parts. It is also intended to Serve as a 
convenient means for puncturing Or pricking 
crackers, wafers, or other products of the bakery 
which appear on the market with Small evenly 
spaced depressions or holes, allowing the air to 
escape and also enhancing the appearance of the 
product. 

Further objects and advantages of my inven 
tion will appear as the specification proceeds. 
The preferred form of my invention is illus 

trated in the accompanying drawing, in which 
Figure 1 shows a front view of my device in 

contracted position; 
Figure 2 an end view of the same; 
Figure 3 a section taken along line 3-3 of 

Figure 1; and 
Figure 4 a front view showing the device in 

expanded condition. 
While I have shown only the preferred form 

of my invention, I wish to have it understood 
that various changes or modifications may be 
made within the scope of the claims hereto at 
tached without departing from the Spirit of the 
invention. 
In its preferred form my invention comprises 

what is commonly known as a set of lazy tongs 
comprising a plurality of links 2 of equal length, 
each set of two links being pivoted together as at 
3, and adjacent ends of adjacent Sets being con 
nected by upper and lower pivots 4 and 5. The 
set of lazy tongs thus forms a plurality of par 
allelograms with opposing upper and lower piv 
ots, and the latter are interconnected by means 
of vertical bars 6, the bars being pivotally Se 
cured to the upper pivots 4 and being slidably 
secured to the lower pivots 5, preferably by 
means of slots. 7, in which the lower pivots ride, 
the lower pivots being held in the slot by means 
of suitable heads riding on the outer face of the 
barS. 

ject beyond the lazy tongs at the bottom end, 
and are pointed as shown at 8 or otherwise shaped 

serve as manipulating elements. 

The bars are even in length, at least from the 
upper pivot on downward, and are made to pro 
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to leave a desired mark when impressed upOn 
a more, or less soft object, such as a cake Or the 
like. The two end bars 9 and O. are preferably 
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provided with curved, flanges: f? and 2 which 
It will be seen that in this manner by con 

tracting or expanding the lazy tongs the spacing 
between the bars can be uniformly increased or 
decreased. For the purpose of holding the lazy 
tongs in adjusted position I provide a transverse 
bar 3 pivoted to the end bar 9 as shown at f4, 
and provided in its bottom edge with a number 
of teeth 5- which may engage with a pin 6 
projecting from the adjacent bar 6, whereby the 
latter bar is held in adjusted relation while all 
the other bars are held in the same adjusted and 
spaced relation on account of the interconnection 
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between the links of the lazy tongs. The adjacent. . 
edges of adjacent bars may be slightly ribbed as 
at 7 to facilitate handling of the bars and to re 
inforce the same. The cross bar is preferably 
Sub-divided in inches and Smaller dimensions as 
shown in the drawing, and its free end rests in 
a slot 8 in the bar 2 when the lazy tong struc 
ture is contracted as in Figure 1. 
The manner of using the device is as follows: 

Assuming a large piece of cake is to be cut into 
a number of equal parts, the lazy tongs are ex 
panded so that the space between the first bar and 
the last bar corresponds to the width of the entire 
cake which will cause all the intervening bars 
to assume positions with uniform spacing be 
tween the bars. All the operator has to do is to 
place the device over the cake and to depress the 
points into the cake, whereby proper marks are 
made showing to the operator the exact places 
where the cuts should be made. If the number 
of bars does not correspond with the number 
of subdivisions to be made, less bars may be used 
at the option of the operator. After proper spac 
ing has been effected, the lazy tongs may be held 
in the position by means of the cross bar 3. 
The same tool may be used for puncturing O 

pricking articles, such as crackers or wafers, or 
any other articles made in the bakery that require 
puncturing to allow air to escape during the 
baking. 
When used for this purpose it is preferably held 

in the contracted position of Figure 1, in which 
the bar 3 serves to reinforce the assembled struc 
ture against bending, while at the same time the 
flanges if and f2 may be conveniently held be-, 
tween the fingers and the palm of the hand with 
out causing any discomfort. 
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I claim: w 

1. In a tool of the character described, a plu 
rality of marking bars, means for supporting the 
Same in evenly spaced relation. With freedom of 
uniformly increasing and decreasing the spacing, 
a CrOSS-bar pivoted to One of Said marking bars 
and having teeth thereon and a pin projecting 
from an adjacent marking bar and selectively 
engageable between any adjacent two of the teeth 
for holding the marking bars in adjusted relation. 

2. In a tool of the character described, a plu 
rality of marking bars, means for supporting the 
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Same in evenly spaced relation. With freedom of 
uniformly increasing and decreasing the spacing, 
a cross bar pivoted to one of the Outer marking 
bars for SWinging movement adjacent the bars 
and means for fastening the cross-bar to the adja 
cent marking bar for reinforcing the entire struc 
ture when the tool is contracted or expanded. 

3. In a tool of the character described, a plu 
rality of marking bars including, two end bars 
having ... manipulating flanges projecting there 
from, -means for Supporting the bars in evenly 
Spaced relation with freedom of uniformly in 
creasing and decreasing the spacing, a cross bar 
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pivoted to one of the outer bars for swinging move 
ment adjacent the bars, teeth formed along one 
edge of the cross bar, and a pin projecting from 
the adjacent marking bar and selectively engage 
able between any adjacent two of the teeth for 
holding the marking bars in adjusted relation, 
the flange of the other outer bar being formed 
With a slot for receiving the free end of the cross 
bar for reinforcing the tool when the latter is 
contracted. . . . . . . . . . . . 

4. In a tool of the character described, a set of 
lazy tongs having pairs of opposing pivots and 
marking bars pivoted respectively to the upper 
pivots and slidable on the lower pivots, a cross 
bar pivoted to One of the outer bars for swinging 
movement in parallel and adjacent relation to the 
marking bars and engageable with the other outer 
bar for reinforcing the lazy tong structure when 
the tool is contracted, and a pin carried by the 
bar that is disposed adjacent to the outer bar 
carrying the CrOSS bar, Said pin being engageable 
with the cross bar for securing the other bars in 
the desired spaced relation. 
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