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United States Patent Office 3,265,198 

3,265,198 
D OUBLE EAD GE RAACR BLADE EDSPENSER 

Paul A. Bragiaetz and George A. La Cas, Station, Wa. 
assignors to Philip Morris Encorporated, New Yorii, 
N.Y., a corporation of Virginia 

Fied Jara. 29, 1965, Ser. No. 428,992 
24 Cairns. (C. 26-26) 

This invention relates to dispensers and refers more 
particularly to a dispenser for dispensing double edge 
razor blades. 
A principal object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a compact, simply constructed, convenient dispenser 
for dispensing double edge razor blades and which may 
be manufactured and assembled at low cost, but which 
functions accurately and dependably to dispense a single 
blade only at a time. 
Another object is to provide a razor blade dispenser 

blade combination wherein an improved arrangement of 
indicia is provided to indicate to the user the directions 
in which the blades are to be dispensed from the dis 
penser. In the preferred form the arrangement is such 
that the markings on the blade are symmetrically shaped 
and positioned eliminating any need to select and orient 
specially the blades in the dispenser dependent upon the 
end of the dispenser from which a particular blade is 
ejected. 
The dispenser embodies various other advantageous 

features in association with the general combination in 
cluding an arrangement and means whereby the blades 
are supported and dispensed in a manner to preclude any 
damage to the finely sharpened cutting edges, and includ 
ing the provision of a chamber for receiving and con 
veniently storing used blades. 

Other objects and advantages will become apparent 
from a consideration of the specific embodiments to be 
described hereinafter. 
The dispenser in general includes an elongated hous 

ing having blade exit apertures at opposite ends and a 
central finger opening in the top, the bottom of the hous 
ing being removable to facilitate loading blades in the 
dispenser. A plate-like blade retainer is carried in the 
housing for supporting a stack of blades therein in longi 
tudinal staggered relation and includes members for locat 
ing the inner or overlapping ends of the razor blades ad 
jacent opposite ends of the finger opening. In this man 
ner the user may insert a finger in the finger opening and 
slidably dispense the blades alternately through the exit 
apertures. The housing is also provided with guide mem 
bers spaced inwardly of the exit apertures for guiding the 
blades to prevent transverse movement of the blades as 
they are dispensed thereby precluding the chance that the 
blade cutting edges may strike the housing and be dam 
aged. The housing is provided with directional indicia 
which cooperate with markings on the razor blades to 
indicate the direction in which the blades must be slid 
to be dispensed. 
The invention will appear more clearly from the fol 

lowing detailed description when taken in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings showing by way of ex 
ample, preferred embodiments of the inventive concept. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is an exploded perspective view of the com 

ponents comprising the razor blade dispenser of the 
present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a plan view on an enlarged scale of the 

type of double edge razor blade used with the dispenser 
of the present invention showing markings which coop 
erate with directional indicia on the dispenser housing to 
indicate the direction the topmost blade is slid therein for 
dispensing; 
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FIGURE 2a is a view similar to FIGURE 2 but show 

ing a modified form of the markings; 
FIGURES.2b and 2c are perspective views of blades 

showing still other forms of blade markings; 
FIGURE 3 is a plan view of the dispenser, the dispenser 

being loaded with a stack of blades arranged in longi 
tudinally staggered relation; 
FIGURE 4 is a longitudinal sectional view of the dis 

penser taken along line IV-IV in FIGURE 3, the scale 
being somewhat larger than that of FIGURE 3; 
FIGURE 5 is a transverse sectional view of the dis 

penser as taken along line V-V in FIGURE 3, the scale 
being somewhat larger than that of FIGURE 3; 
FIGURE 6 is a plan view of another embodiment of 

the dispenser illustrating a somewhat different form of 
indicia carried on the dispenser housing and having blades 
therein corresponding to that shown in FIGURE 2a: 
FIGURES 7 and 8 are the same as FIGURE 6 except 

they show still other forms of blade-dispenser indicia ar 
rangement for indicating the directions in which the 
blades are dispensed; 
FIGURE 9 is a top plan view on enlarged scale of 

the blade retainer as it appears before being loaded with 
blades; and 
FIGURE 10 is a side elevational view of FIGURE 9. 
Throughout the specification like reference numerals 

are used to indicate like parts. 
Referring in detail to the construction shown in FG 

URE 1, the dispenser comprises an elongated housing 
which includes an upper body portion 10, a blade retainer 
30 adapted to be carried in the housing, and a bottom 
plate 50 adapted to be removably connected to upper 
body portion 9. 
Upper body portion 10 is preferably made of plastic 

and includes a top wall 11 and integral sidewalls 12 and 
13 depending downwardly from the longitudinal margins 
of the top Wall as shown. The sidewalls 2 and 13 are 
provided at each end with inwardly, transversely directed 
bosses 14 which receive the tabs 51 formed at the ends 
of bottom plate 50 for connecting the bottom plate to the 
upper body, the tabs being bent around or encircling the 
bosses as best seen in FIGURE 4. The inner surface of 
each sidewall 2, 3 is provided with a vertical recess or 
groove 15, the recesses being aligned with each other on 
the transverse axis of the housing. In addition, the un 
derside of top wall 11 is provided with longitudinally di 
rected slots 16 located adjacent each sidewall, the slots 6 
being of diminishing width from the ends towards the cen 
ter as shown, but at no point being of less than sufficient 
width to fully overlie the cutting edges of a stack of razor 
blades Supported on blade retainer 30 as shown in FG 
URE 5. Top wall 12 is provided at its upper or outer 
surface with a centrally located finger opening 17 where 
in a user may insert a finger to slide razor blades out of 
the housing in the manner to be described later on in the 
specification. The outer Surface of the upper body slopes 
downwardly a distance adjacent the finger opening as 
generally seen in FIGURES3-8 with the slope at least at 
the longitudinal ends of the finger opening being that of a 
flat inclined plane 8 as best seen in FIGURE 4. The 
latter feature facilitates the user's sliding his thumb in the 
finger opening 17 and applying the marking of directional 
indicia on the dispenser body in the manner described 
later on in the specification. Located adjacent opposite 
ends of finger opening 17 are a pair of guide studs in the 
form of ribs 59 formed integral with top wall 11 and ex 
tending downwardly a distance therefrom, the guide studs 
being located on the longitudinal axis of the housing and 
spaced inwardly only a short distance from the ends of 
the top wall. As seen in FIGURE 1, the guide studs are 
elongated members having lower faces which slope down 
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Wardly from the stud ends and intersect or form an apex 
generally at mid-length of the studs. 

Bottom plate 59 is an elongated resilient member pref 
erably made of metal although it may also be made of 
plastic and is generally coextensive in outline with the 
upper body portion 0. As seen in FIGURE 1, it is pro 
vided with a number of transversely directed widened ac 
cess slots 52 for inserting used blades in space 63 which 
space constitutes a used blade compartment and which 
will be further described later on in the description. Be 
tween the tabs S1, the ends of plate 50 are rolled upwardly 
and inwardly to provide smooth edges as indicated at 53 
in FIGURES 3 and 6 for example, the smooth edges con 
stituting end closures for the used blade compartment. 

Blade retainer 3G as seen in FIGURE 1 is a plate-like 
member and has a generally flat body 35 preferably made 
of plastic the sides of which taper slightly inwardly at the 
ends. The underside of the blade retainer is provided 
with a number of relatively narrow longitudinally di 
rected stiffeners 32 and a number of transverse ribs 33 
located symmetrically of the transverse axis of the re 
tainer and extending across the full width of the retainer. 
The stiffeners 32 serve to guide used blades past the trans 
verse ribs 33 when they are inserted in the used blade 
compartment and prevent any other interfering contact 
of the used blade with the underside of the blade retainer. 
The flat body 31 of the blade retainer is generally open 
at the center as shown and includes longitudinally extend 
ing tongues 34, 35 which carry, respectively, upstanding 
opposed blade locator tangs 36 and 37, the locator tangs 
being aligned on the longitudinal axis of the blade re 
tainer and spaced symmetrically on either side of its 
transverse axis. The tangs 36 and 37 are in the form 
of opposed right and left hooks having their open ends 
facing each other, and, the facing ends being bent down 
wardly as best seen in FIGURE 4. Located adjacent each 
tang, are longitudinally directed slots 46, which receive 
the apices of the guide studs 19 when the dispenser is as 
sembled. The blade retainer is also provided with verti 
cally directed lugs 38 depending downwardly from its 
longitudinal margins at the ends of transverse ribs 33, 
the lugs being outset from upwardly tapering skirt por 
tions 39 and 40 which merge with the margins of the 
blade retainer as shown. A more complete understanding 
of the dispenser of the present invention will appear from 
a description of the manner in which it is used. 

It will be apparent that the razor blade dispenser of 
the present invention is intended to be loaded with razor 
blades and assembled on a mass production scale utilizing 
in general known packaging equipment and procedures. 
As a first step, a stack of razor blades (for example ten 
slotted double edge razor blades of a well-known type 70 
shown in FIGURE 2) may be loaded on blade retainer 
30, the blades being arranged in longitudinally staggered 
relation, that is longitudinally offset from adjacent blades 
in the manner illustrated in FIGURE 4. In the assembled 
condition the tangs or hooks 36, 37 engage around the 
transverse end bands 7 of the corresponding blades and 
the blades are releasably held by the flexible hooks. The 
pre-loaded blade retainer 30 is thereafter inserted in the 
upper body portion 50 of the housing at its open botton 
face, the lugs 38 on the blade retainer fitting into the com 
plemental recesses 15 in sidewalls E2 and 3 and main 
taining the blade retainer positioned centrally within the 
housing with their longitudinal and transverse axes 
aligned in the same vertical planes. Thereafter the bot 
tom plate 50 is connected to the upper body portion, the 
tabs 5 being bent around the bosses as shown in FIG 
URE 4. With bottom plate 59 securely in place, its ends 
(particularly the smooth rolled edges 53) along with the 
ends of top Wall i and the ends of sidewalls 2 and 3 
define blade exit apertures 4, 42 at the ends of the hous 
ing (FIGURE 4). The blades supported on blade re 
tainer 30 overlap each other a certain distance as shown 
in FIGURE 3; thus, the inner or overlapping end of the 
uppermost blade 7 in the stack (shown in short dashed 

5 

O 

20 

25 

30 

4. 5 

GO 

O 

5 

4. 
lines) is located approximately over the center of the 
next lower blade 72 (shown in longer dashed lines) while, 
on the other hand, the inner or overlapping end of blade 
2 is located approximately under the center of blade 70. 

The other or outer ends of the blades are located adjacent 
the exit apertures 45, 42, being spaced inwardly a slight 
distance therefrom. The overlapping end of uppermost 
blade 76 is Supported under locator tang 37, one end of 
slot 73 (FIGURE 2) in the blade straddling the tang as 
shown in FIGURES 3 and 4 with the end of the blade 
abutting on the abutment 44 formed by the merging of 
the tongue 35 with the locator tang 37 as best seen in FIG 
URE 10. Conversely, the overlapping end of the next 
lower blade 72 in the stack is supported under the locator 
tang 36, one end of the slot in blade 72 straddling the 
tang, and its inner end abutting on the abutment 45 (FEG 
URE 10). The remaining blades in the stack are sim 
ilarly supported under the locator tangs, alternate blades 
in the stack being Supported under the same locator tangs 
with the hook portions of the tangs extending downwardly 
into the blade slots as shown in FIGURE 4. The guide 
Studs 59 extend down into the other ends of the blade 
slots i3 as shown in FIGURE 4 so as to insure origi 
tudinal guidance of the blades as they pass through the 
exit apertures when being dispensed. 
When the user wishes to dispense a blade from the dis 

penser he inserts a finger, preferably the thumb, in finger 
opening 17 and applies a sliding force to the uppermost 
blade 70 sliding it to the left as is seen in FIGURE 3, the 
moved position being shown in long and short dashed 
lines. The overlapping or inner end of blade 79 is there 
by freed from locator tang 37 and passes out from under 
the tang. When the blade 7 is slid to the left, the over 
lapping end thereof rides up unobstructedly over the other 
locator tang 36 as the forward portion of the tang is bent 
downwardly as shown in FIGURE 4. As blade 70 is exit 
ing through aperture 41, the guide stud 9 at the left side 
of the housing, and which extends down through the slot 
in the topmost blade and every other blade thereunder 
and into slot 46 in the blade retainer prevents the blade 
from being displaced transversely and thus obviates con 
tact of the blade cutting edges with the housing sidewalls. 
By making the guide studs 9 as long as shown, maximum 
guidance may be maintained during dispensing. The next 
lower blade 72 may thereafter be dispensed in the same 
manner except it is slid to the right and exits through 
aperture 42. The remaining blades in the stack are then 
dispensed alternately through blade exit apertures 41, 42 
respectively. It will be noted that the blades can be slid 
only in the proper directions for dispensing since, as best 
seen in FIGURE 4, the blades supported under locator 
tang 36 abut on the abutment 45 joining the tongue 34 
and the tang 36 making it impossible to slide these blades 
to the left. Hence they must be slid to the right to be 
dispensed through aperture 42. Similarly, the blades Sup 
ported under locator tang 37 abut on the abutment 44 
between tongue 35 and tang 37 and thus cannot be slid 
to the right. It follows that they must be slid to the left 
to be dispensed through aperture 41. 
As shown in FIGURES 4, 9, and 10 the ends of the 

blade retainer 39 are provided with upstanding wedge 
like cam projections 47 spaced apart a distance somewhat 
more than the width of the end transverse band portions 
7 of the blades but less than the maximum width of the 
blades. The cam projections are carried on flexible arms 
48 which are integral with the blade retainer and deflect 
downwardly slightly when the blade retainer is fully 
loaded with blades and housed within the upper body as 
shown in FIGURE 4. The projections 47 engage the bot 
ton blade and force the blade stack upwardly within the 
dispenSer housing so that the ends of all the blades are 
generally aligned or in register with the exit apertures. 
However, as Seen in FIGURE 4, the uppermost blade 70 
in the stack is not pressed against the underside of top 
Wail is and is actually held out of contact therewith by 
reason that the terminal portion of slot 73 in the blade 
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engages the sloping surface of the guide stud 9 at the 
left side of the dispenser. On the other hand, as the 
blades are being dispensed, and in particular after being 
released from the locator tangs, they will contact a por 
tion of the underside of top wall 11 being forced in con 
tact therewith by reason of riding up the projections 47 
but since the top wall is provided with longitudinal slots 
i5 as described above, the slots insure that the cutting 
edge portions of the blades do not contact the top wall 
and become damaged (see FIGURES 3 and 5). As seen 
in FIGURE 1, the underside of the top wall is slotted or 
stepped back as at 20 to prevent the blades, as they are 
dispensed through the blade exit aperture, from hanging 
up on any "flash' which may be present at the edge of the 
top wall. "Flash' as used herein denotes undesirable 
residue at meeting Surfaces Such as Sometimes results in 
the molding of plastic objects. 
As seen in FIGURE 4, the lugs 38 on blade retainer 

39 rest against the bottom plate 50, spacing the main body 
of the blade retainer a distance above the bottom plate. 
Thus a space 60 is formed in the housing and constitutes 
a used blade compartment wherein the user may insert 
used razor blades, access to the compartment being by 
means of the slots 52 in the bottom plate. The slots 52 
are generally spaced apart a distance less than the length 
of a used blade, and a portion of the periphery of the 
slot is bent downwardly or outwardly of the dispenser as 
at 54 So as to form a retainer lip to prevent used blades 
from accidentally sliding out of the compartment. 
Means are incorporated to aid the user in dispensing 

blades and in particular to apprise him of the direction in 
which the razor blades should be slid, and to this end, 
the dispenser and razor blades are provided with an 
indicia combination one form of which is shown in FIG 
URES 2 and 3. As seen in FiGURE 2, the upper sur 
face of each razor blade is provided with markings in the 
form of parallel lines or marker bands 74, 74 which are 
directed longitudinally of the biades, and are symmetri 
cally arranged one on either side of the blade longitu 
dinal axis and equispaced at the ends from the blade 
transverse axis. The lines 74, 74' are preferably printed 
on the blades and the reverse sides of the blades are in 
each case provided with like markings. The markings 
may also be provided in the form of a line of perforations, 
etchings, elongated slotted recesses or other suitable mark 
ings. For example, the markings on the blade 10 shown 
in FIGURE 2b comprise a pair of longitudinal slots 11 
and 12, while those on blade S.E.5 shown in FIGURE 2c 
comprise lines 116, 7 each comprised of perforations in 
the blade material. As seen in FIGURE 3, the cuter sur 
face of the dispenser top wall is provided with directional 
indicia in the form of arrowheads 86, 89' or V-shaped indi 
cators located adjacent each end of the finger opening and 
pointed toward the near blade exit apertures 41, 42, re 
spectively. The directional indicia 80, 86' may be painted 
on the housing, or they may be of the decalcomania type, 
raised surface, slotted recess or other suitable indicia 
means suited to the intended purpose. The fact that the 
housing adjacent the thumb opening has a fiat inclined 
Surface A8 as previously described facilitates applying the 
directional indicia, particularly, when the indicia are 
printed on the housing. The arrowheads or legs of the V 
intersect on the longitudinal axis of the housing as shown 
and cooperate with lines or marker bands 74, 74 to indi 
cate the directions the user slides the blades to dispense 
them. Since the blades are staggered on the blade re 
tainer as described above, the centers thereof are located 
to one side or the other of the center of the dispenser 
housing. Thus, as seen in FIGURE 3, the line markings 
74, 74 on uppermost blade 70 are visible from the left 
end of finger opening 7 and extend only a limited dis 
tance in the direction of the other or right end of the 
finger opening. The lines thus appear to the user as the 
tail section of an arrow, the arrowhead being constituted 
by the directional indicia 80. It is apparent that this in 
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dicia-markings combination indicates that the uppermost 
blade 70 must be slid to the left to be dispensed through 
aperture 41. 
On the other hand, the lines 74, 74 on the next under 

lying blade 72 are located to the right of the transverse 
axis of the housing and after blade 70 has been dispensed 
will appear to the viewer as extending from the right end 
of the finger opening 57 a distance only in the direction of 
the left end of the finger opening, the lines on blade 72 
being shown in dashed lines in FIGURE 3. It is seen then 
that the lines 74, 74 on blade 72 will appear as the tail 
of an arrow (the directional indicia 86' constituting the 
arrowhead) pointed towards blade exit aperture 42 de 
noting that the blade must be slid to the right to be dis 
pensed. An important advantage of this indicia arrange 
ment is that the lines fé, 74 on the blades are bidirec 
tional and symmetrical for facilitating and simplifying 
loading the dispenser, but in the dispenser register only 
with the arrowhead indicia directed toward the particu 
lar end of the dispenser through which the blade is in 
tended to be dispensed. 

it will be understood that within the principles illus 
trated in the arrangement of FGURES 2 and 3 consid 
erable variation in the specific form of the direction indi 
cating means can be employed. For example the lines 
or markings 74, 4' and the arrows 38, 30' can be varied 
as to size and shape, and to considerable advantage they 
may be made in selected colors contrasting with the colors 
of the blade and the housing. 
An arrangement of indicator indicia is shown in FIG 

URE 6 which is a modification of that shown in FIG 
URE 3. In this modified form the blade markings cor 
respond to those shown on blade 90 in FIGURE 2a com 
prising a design having the general shape of a rectangle. 
The arrows 92 and 92 on the casing are differently shaped 
from the arrows, 80, 80' of FIGURE 3 and have legs 
merging with the longitudinal sides 93, 93 respectively 
of the rectangular design. The cross band 94 of the 
rectangle which on the uppermost blade in the stack is 
located adjacent the arrow on the housing is not seen as 
it is covered by the edge of finger opening 17 as indicated 
in FIGURE 6 while the cross band 94' is visible and 
forms the tail of the arrow. It will be apparent that 
the blade markings and casing indicia may employ a 
contrasting color arrangement for denoting the directions 
in which the blades are slid for dispensing. For ex 
ample, the arrows 92, 92 may be respectively colored 
red and blue, while the markings on the uppermost blade 
90 may be colored red and those on the next underlying 
blade 95 colored blue, the blades thereafter having 
alternately red and blue markings. It follows that the red 
rectangular blade markings and red arrow would indicate 
that the blade is slid left to be dispensed while blades 
with the rectangular markings would match with blue 
arrow 92 to indicate dispensing is to the right. The 
foregoing color arrangement is also applicable to the 
blade line marking-directional indicia arrangement shown 
in FIGURE 3. 

Still another arrangement of direction indicating means 
is shown in FIGURE 7. Here each blade is provided 
with only a single line or band 100 located to one side of 
the blade longitudinal axis but symmetrical with respect 
to the blade transverse axis. Thus the line 108 on the 
uppermost blade 0; extends a distance only from the 
left end of the finger opening in the direction of the 
other end. The top wall of the housing is provided at 
the left end of the finger opening to one side of the cas 
ing longitudinal axis with a V-shaped indicator 102 
which constitutes the head of a directional arrow indi 
cating that blade 101 is dispensed by sliding it to the 
left through blade exit aperture 41. The V-shaped ar 
rowhead 102 is shown as a notch extending outwardly 
from the finger opening 17 but of course it could com 
prise, for example, a colored marking on the housing ad 
jacent opening 17. The next underlying blade 103 also 
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has a line 100' thereon (shown in dashed lines) but it 
is located on the other side of the longitudinal axis of 
the casing so that it will cooperate with the V-shaped in 
dicator 104 at the right end of the finger opening 17 to 
indicate that the next lower blade is slid to the right to 
be dispensed, the indicator 104 being located in a dia 
metrically opposed location relative to indicator 102. 
The marker lines 100 and 100' are located in the same 
position on each blade but it will be seen that in this 
case alternate blades in the stack must be turned 180 de 
grees when being loaded in the dispenser to insure that 
the line will register with the appropriate arrowhead. 
The latter may be avoided of course by using blades 
bearing marking lines such as shown in FIGURE 2. In 
that case, only the lowermost line will register with the 
arrowhead to denote the direction the blade is slid, so 
that the upper line serves no purpose. On the other 
hand, the upper line on the next lower blade would reg 
ister with notch G4 to denote that blade must be slid 
to the right, while the lower line in this blade has no 
function. It is apparent, however, that the use of line 
markings on the blade as shown in FIGURE 2 offers the 
advantage that it makes it unnecessary to orient alternate 
blades in the stack when employing directional indicia 
on the housing as shown in FIGURE 7. 
The direction indicating means illustrated in FIGURE 

8 is similar to that shown in FIGURE 7 except that 
instead of utilizing arrowhead notches in the housing, 
the upper surface of the housing is provided at each side 
of finger opening 17 with a large colored area. Thus for 
example, the red colored indicator 120 at the left side of 
the housing cooperates with a colored marking or red 
line 121 on uppermost blade 122 to indicate that the 
latter is slid to the left to be dispensed. On the other 
hand, the blue colored indicator 123 at the right side of 
the housing cooperates with a like colored marking or 
line 124 on the next lower blade 125 to indicate it is 
slid to the right when being dispensed. The blades 122 
and 125 may also contain other colored characters or 
markings 126, 127 respectively. These markings, shown 
by way of example as the letters "XYZ,” may be repre 
sentations of a particular trademark or tradename. Ob 
viously, their color scheme is the same as that of the lines 
121, 124 so that the lettering 126 is red and the lettering 
127 is blue and they thus also cooperate with the col 
ored indicators on the housing to denote the directions 
the blades are dispensed. By using markings such as 
126, 27 it is possible to eliminate use of the lines 121, 
124. The colored spaces or indicators 121, 123 may be 
printed on the housing or they may be a special colora 
tion in the housing material itself. 
While there are above disclosed different embodiments 

of the dispenser of the present invention, it is possible 
to produce still other embodiments without departing 
from the scope of the inventive concept herein disclosed, 
and accordingly it should be understood that all matter 
contained in the above description or shown in the ac 
companying drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative 
and not in a limiting sense. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a blade dispenser, an elongated blade retainer 

for holding a stack of blades of the type having a longi 
tudinal slot and transverse end bands said retainer com 
prising a base part with a pair of opposed right and left 
flexible hook portions with facing open ends, the blades 
being arranged on the retainer in alternately longitudinal 
ly offset relation with overlapping inner ends, a first set of 
the blades extending toward one end of the retainer hav 
ing their transverse bands at the inner end engaged under 
the right hook portion, and the alternate blades extend 
ing toward the other end of the retainer comprising a 
second set having their transverse bands at the inner end 
engaged under the left hook portion, said hook portions 
having their opposed ends sloping downwardly toward 
each other. 
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2. A blade dispenser and blade retainer in accordance 

with claim 1 in which the said opposed ends of the hook 
portions extend downwardly into the blade slots to an 
extent at least below the plane of the topmost blade. 

3. In a blade dispenser, an elongated blade retainer for 
holding a stack of blades of the type having a longitudinal 
slot and transverse end bands said retainer comprising a 
base part with a pair of opposed right and left flexible 
hook portions with facing open ends, the blades being 
arranged on the retainer in alternately longitudinally off 
set relation with overlapping inner ends, a first set of the 
blades extending toward one end of the retainer arranged 
with the left hook portion extending into the said blade 
slots and having their transverse bands at the inner end 
engaged under the right hook portion, and the alternate 
blades extending toward the other end of the retainer 
comprising a second set arranged with the right hook 
portion extending into the said blade slots and having 
their transverse bands at the inner end engaged under the 
left hook portion, said hook portions having their top 
surfaces sloping downwardly toward each other to permit 
free sliding thereover of the transverse bands of the 
blades at their respective inner ends. 

4. A blade dispenser for holding a stack of blades of 
the type having a longitudinal slot and transverse end 
bands said dispenser embodying an elongated housing, 
with a blade exit aperture at each end, and a blade re 
tainer in the housing said retainer having a pair of op 
posed right and left flexible hook portions with facing 
open ends, the blades being arranged on the retainer in 
alternately longitudinally offset relation with overlapping 
inner ends, a first set of the blades extending toward one 
end of the housing having their transverse bands at the 
inner end engaged under the right hook portion and releas 
ably held thereby, and the alternate blades extending to 
ward the other end of the housing comprising a second 
Set having their transverse bands at the inner end engaged 
under the left hook portion and releasably held thereby, 
said blades being adapted to be dispensed alternately each 
by sliding it away from the hook engaging its inner band 
out the aperture at the opposite end of the housing. 

5. In a blade dispenser embodying an elongated hous 
ing with a blade exit aperture at each end and an upper 
Wall provided with a central opening therein, blade re 
tainer means within said housing for supporting a stack 
of blades in longitudinally offset relation with overlap 
ping inner ends, the retainer means being arranged to 
enable the successive blades to be dispensed alternately 
at the opposite exit apertures, and indicator means 
adapted to indicate the appropriate direction of dispens 
ing the respective blades comprising a marking in the 
Surface of each blade adapted to be exposed at said cen 
tral opening, and a direction indicator on said housing 
upper wall at each side of said central opening and asso 
ciated with the corresponding end of the housing, the said 
blade marking on the respective blades cooperating with 
the direction indicators to indicate the directions in which 
the blades are dispensed. 

6. A blade dispenser and blades therefor in accordance 
with claim 5 in which the markings in the blades are lo 
cated midway longitudinally of the blade and symmetri 
cally with respect to the blade ends. 

7. A blade dispenser and blades therefor in accordance 
With claim 5 in which the markings in the blades are 
Symmetrical with respect to the longitudinal and trans 
verse axes thereof and each blade may be positioned 
Selectively in proper relation in the dispenser to register 
appropriately with either direction indicator for dispens 
ing in the corresponding selected direction. 

8. A blade dispenser and blades therefor in accordance 
with claim 5 in which the markings in the blades are 
Symmetrical with respect to the longitudinal and trans 
verse axes thereof and are similarly applied to both sides 
of the blade whereby each blade may be positioned se 
lectively with either side toward said opening and in 
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proper relation in the dispenser to register appropriately 
with either direction indicator for dispensing in the corre 
sponding selected direction. 

9. A blade dispenser and blades therefor in accordance 
with claim 5 in which the said markings in the blades 
comprise one or more lines extending longitudinally of 
the blade, and said direction indicator comprising a line 
with which the one or more lines register. 

10. A blade dispenser and blades therefor in accord 
ance with claim 5 in which the markings in the blades 
comprise a pair of laterally spaced longitudinally extend 
ing lines in a color contrasting to the general area of 
the blade and said direction indicator comprises in each 
an arrowhead with which said lines on the blade register. 

11. A blade dispenser and blades therefor in accord 
ance with claim 5 in which the markings in the blades 
comprise one or more slots extending longitudinally of 
the blade. 

i2. A blade dispenser and blades therefor in accord 
ance with claim 5 in which the markings on the blades 
are colored characters, the markings on successive blades 
being different colors, the color of the markings on alter 
nate blades being the same, the appropriate direction in 
dicators being colored the same color as the blade mark 
ings of the blades intended to be dispensed in the direc 
tion indicators. 

3. A blade dispenser and blades therefor in accord 
ance with claim 5 in which the marking on the blade 
comprises a colored line extending longitudinally of the 
blade and said direction indicator comprises in each case 
a V-shaped notch in the said upper wall extending out 
wardly from said central opening and pointing toward 
the respective housing end, said colored line on the blade 
extending under and being exposed at said notch. 

14. A blade dispenser and blades therefor in accord 
ance with claim 5 in which said central opening com 
prises a finger opening adapted to receive a finger of the 
user for frictionally engaging the uppermost blade to slide 
it toward the appropriate exit aperture. 

15. A blade dispenser and blades therefor in accord 
ance with claim 14 wherein the outer surface of said 
upper wall adjacent said finger opening slopes down 
wardly in the direction of the longitudinal ends of said 
finger opening, said slope being that of a fiat inclined 
plane. 

16. A blade dispenser and blades therefor in accord 
ance with claim 5 in which the marking on each blade 
comprises one or more lines of perforations in the blade 
and extending longitudinally thereof. 

17. A blade dispenser and blades therefor in accord 
ance with claim 16 in which the appropriate direction 
indicators comprise colored segments in said housing 
upper wall at each side of said central opening. 

18. In a blade dispenser embodying an elongated hous 
ing with a blade exit aperture at each end and an upper 
Wall provided with a central opening therein, blade re 
tainer means within said housing for supporting a stack 
of blades in longitudinally offset relation with overlap 
ping inner ends, the retainer means being arranged to 
enable the successive blades to be dispensed alternately 
at the opposite exit apertures, and indicator means 
adapted to indicate the appropriate direction of dispens 
ing the respective blades comprising a marking in the Sur 
face of each blade adapted to be exposed at said central 
opening, and a direction indicator associated with said 
housing upper wall at each side of said central opening 
pointing respectively to the corresponding end of the 
housing, the said blade marking on the respective blades 
being arranged by the offset relation of the blades to 
register in each case with the appropriate direction in 
dicator. 

19. In a razor blade dispenser including an elongated 
housing having blade exit apertures at each end, blade 
retainer means for supporting a stack of blades in lon 
gitudinal staggered relation within said housing, said 
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housing having a central finger opening therein to enable 
a user to slidably dispense succeeding blades from the 
stack through alternate end apertures, the combination 
of each blade in the stack having at least one longi 
tudinally directed line marking thereon, the line marking 
being arranged symmetrically on each side of the trans 
verse axis of the blade so that at least a portion of it 
is visible in said finger opening and extends from one 
end of said opening a distance only in the direction of 
the other end, directional indicia means carried by said 
housing at opposite ends of said finger opening, said line 
marking on said blades cooperating with said directional 
indicia to denote the direction in which the blade is slid 
to be dispensed. 

20. In a razor blade dispenser including an elongated 
housing having blade exit apertures at each end, blade 
retainer means for supporting a stack of blades in longi 
tudinally staggered relation within said housing, Said hous 
ing having a central finger opening therein to enable a 
user to slidably dispense succeeding blades from the stack 
through alternate end apertures, the combination of each 
blade in the stack having a pair of longitudinally directed 
line markings thereon, the markings being arranged 
symmetrically on each side of the longitudinal and trans 
verse axes of the blade so that at least portions thereof 
are visible in said finger opening and extend from one end 
of said opening a distance only in the direction of the 
other end, directional indicia carried by said housing ad 
jacent each end of said finger opening, said line mark 
ings on said blades cooperating with said directional 
indicia to denote the direction in which the blade is slid to 
be dispensed. 
2. The combination of claim 20 wherein said direc 

tional indicia are V-shaped, the legs of said V intersect 
ing on the longitudinal axis of said housing and being 
directed toward the near end of the housing. 

22. A razor blade dispenser for longitudinally slotted 
razor blades comprising an elongated main housing hav 
ing a top wall and a blade exit aperture at each end, a 
blade retainer mounted in said housing having a pair of 
opposed tangs for supporting a stack of the blades in lon 
gitudinally offset relation, a pair of spaced cam members 
at each end of said retainer over which the respective 
blade is adapted to slide in its exit and arranged to en 
gage the blade inside its cutting edges, said cam members 
being carried on flexible arms formed in the blade re 
tainer and a guide rib extending downwardly from said 
top wall adjacent each exit aperture and adapted to en 
gage in the blade slot. 

23. A razor blade dispenser in accordance with claim 
22 in which the under surface of the top wall of the 
housing has a pair of transversely spaced longitudinally 
extending grooves arranged to overlie the blade edges and 
prevent said edges contacting the top wall. 

24. A blade dispenser for holding and individually 
dispensing a stack of blades of the type having a longi 
tudinal slot and transverse end bands, said dispenser 
embodying an elongated housing having a top wall and 
a blade exit aperture at each end; and a blade retainer 
in the housing said retainer having a pair of opposed 
right and left flexible hook portions with facing open ends, 
the blades being arranged on the retainer in alternately 
longitudinally offset relation with overlapping inner ends, 
a first set of the blades extending toward one end of the 
housing having their transverse bands at the inner end 
engaged under the right hook portion and releasably held 
thereby and the alternate blades extending toward the 
other end of the housing comprising a second set hav 
ing their transverse bands at the inner end engaged under 
the left hook portion and releasably held thereby, a pair 
of transversely spaced cam members on each end of said 
retainer projecting upwardly; and a guide rib extending 
downwardly from said top wall adjacent each exit aper 
ture; said blades being adapted to be dispensed alternately 
each by sliding it away from the hook engaging its inner 
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band out the aperture at the opposite end of the housing, 
the blade sliding over the corresponding pair of can 
members, with the corresponding guide rib extending into 
the blade slot, the cam members each being carried on 
flexible arms formed in the blade retainer, the arms yield 
ing downwardly as the blades are slid over said cam 
members. 
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