Dec. 19, 1950 N. A. LASATER 2,534,608

CHICKEN FEEDER
Filed Aug. 6, 1947 2 Sheets~Sheet 1.

: /7 Vs
Z9 Vi /,/ . z9
2=, s
75%0;?: T )
E:E:H‘“ II\;:GZ
PR o
> \‘ll ’I,l
— 149, { w4
r73 9 el I e
o
z15T
i
4
o Vo
z6 s
zg/lf.l;l' =2
7
z5
£
ol 1]
e
VI
\\ 1 |
| /O

jo _ _ _2lo_ _




Dec. 19, 1950 ‘N. A, LASATER 2,534,608
CHICKEN FEEDER
Filed Aug. 6, 1947 2 Sheets-Sheet 2

<
_Zl'g. .
z7
Z6
= /7 g
Jnventor
V. . LrezSezle7?

YR I orIZa

aﬂ:o«mu‘a,




Patented Dec. 19, 1950

UNITED STATES PATENT

2,534,608

OFFICE

2,534,608
CHICKEN FEEDER
Newton A, Lasater, Mulberry, Ark.
Application August 6, 1947, Serial No. 766,807
(CL 119—55)

1 Claim,

1

This invention relates to devices for feeding
poultry, the primary object of the invention
being to provide a device of this character in
which the feed is always protected from rodents,
smalil birds, and the elements and yet is always
visible and easily accessible to the poultry,
thereby eliminating waste to a minimum.

With the foregoing and other objects in view
which will appear as the description procesds,
the invention consists of certain novel details
of construction and combinations of parts, here-
inafter more fully described and pointed out in
the claim, it being understood that changes may
be made in the construction and arrangement
of parts without departing from the spirit of the
invention as claimed.

Referring to the drawing:

Pigure 1 is a front elevational view of a
chicken-feeding device constructed in accord-
ance with the invention.

Figure 2 is a top plan view, the dotted line
showing the lid to the feed hopper as it appears
when open.

Figure 3 is a side elevational view.

Pigure 4 is a sectional view taken on line 4—4§
of Figure 2, the dofted line indicating the posi-
tion assumed by a treadle and screened gate
when operated by poultry.

Referring to the drawing in detail, the in-
vention embodies spaced paralicl base members
8, to which the floor board 6§ and vertical side
walls 7 of a feed hopper are secured.

Secured to the floor board 6 and the side walls
1 is the vertical rear wall 8 of the hopper. The
lid € of the hopper is pivetally mounted by means
of a screw {0 or the like to the upper edge of one
of the side walls 7, the lid swinging horizontally
to an open position as shown by the dotted lines
in Pigure 2, in order that feed may be con-
veniently placed in the hopper.

Compieting the top of the hopper is a longi-
tucdinal member {{ mounted on and extending
between the side walls 7, the rear edge of the
member 1§ and the front edge of the lid 8 abut-
ting when the lid is closed. The vertical front
‘wall {2 of the hopper extends downwardly from
the {ront edge of the longitudinal member {4, in
parallel relation to the rear wall 8, there being

locks §3 mounted on the interior sides of the
side walls 7, to which the sids edges of the front
wall 12 are secured. The front wall {2 does not
extend to the floor beard 8, there being an open-
ing left between the floor board and the lower
edge of the front wall so that poultry may have
access to the feed while still not having sufficient
rocm for entering the hopper.

Mounted on the longitudinal member ! and
overlapping the abutting edges of the lid § and
longitudinal member {{ is a strip {4 which pre-
vents rain from seeping into the hopper. Fur-
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ther, the top of the hopper is pitched, as is clear-

1y shown by Figure 3 of the drawing, providing

a water shed. _

A housing for vertical pulley and spring means
embodied in the invention is provided, having
vertically elengated side walls {5 formed in-
tegrally with the side walls T of the hopper, a
vertical rear wall {8, a horizontal top member 17
and a vertical front wall {8 which extends down-
wardly to a point approximately intermediate
the top member {7 and the floor board 5. Near
the lower edge of the front wall {8, there is at-
tached to the front wall a drip strip #5 which
serves as a rain deflector.

Extending between the side walls 7 of the hop-
per across the front of the hopper adjacent to
the floor board 6 is a lower frame member 28 for
the slidable gate, which will be described here-
inafter. Side frame members 2{ and 22 com-
plete the gate frame, the front wall {8 of the
pulley housing serving as an upper frame mem-
ber.

Interiorly positioned in the opening to the
hopper formed by the gate frame is a vertically
slidable screened gate 23. Cords 24 have their
ends secured to the top of the gate 22 near the
sides thereof and pass over pulleys 25 mounted
in the housing side walls 5, the cords having
their other ends secured to arms 28 of the treadle
27, the arms 26 having their rear ends pivotally
connected to vertical supports 28 secured to the
rear ends of the gate members 5.

There are also secured to the arms 26 the
lower ends of the spiral contractile springs 29,
which have their upper ends secured to the side
walls {5 of the pulley housing, adjacent the top
thereof.

In use, the device is operated by chickens or
other poultry stepping upon the treadle 27,
whereby the arms 28§ of the treadle ars pivotally
moved downwardly, with the result that the cord
and pulley connections between the arms 28 and
the gate 28 causze the gate to be raised, thus
permitting access by the chickens to the feed.
As the chickens step off the treadle, the spring
28 causes the arms 28 to return to their former
position, thus closing the gate immediately. It
will be noted, therefore, that there is no pos-
sibility of small birds, or rodents, obtaining ac-
cess to the feed.

What is claimed is:

A poultry-actuated feeder construction com-
prising a pair of spaced parallel horizontal base
members; a box-like hopper mounted upon said
base members and elevated by the base mem-
bers above a supporting surface, the front wall
of said hopper having a gate opening, there
being an clongated opening formed in the top
surface of said hopper and extending longi-
tudinally of the hopper immediately adjacent
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said front wall; supports secured to and ex-
tending upwardly from the rear ends of the base
members; treadle arms pivotally connected at
their rear ends to the respeciive supports and
extending forwardly past and at opposite sides
of the hopper; a treadle secured to and extending
between the front ends of the arms immediately
in front of said first-named opening; a gate
housing secured to the fop portion of the hopper
and covering said second-named -opening and
communicating with the interior of the hopper
through said second-named opening, said gate
housing being disposed wholly above the tep sur-
face of the hopper; a gate slidable upwardly and
downwardly within said gate housing and pro-
portioned to cover the first-named opening; rope
and pulley connections between the respective
treadle arms and said gate, operatively connec-
ting the gate to the treadle for elevation of the
gate responsive to depression of said treadle; and
spring means connected to the upper portion of
the gate housing at opposite sides thereof and
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connected to the respective arms and normally
holding said arms and treadle elevated, the
treadle being depressible into the space between
said base members.

NEWTON A. LASATER.
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