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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, EDWIN C. DICKINsoN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Talcott, in the county of Summers and 
State of West Virginia, have invented new 
and useful improvements in Gate-Latches, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements 

in latches for gates and the object of the in 
vention is to simplify and improve the exist 
ing art by providing a latch which locks au 
tomatically when the gate is closed, which 
may be readily and easily opened and which 
embodies certain peculiar features of con 
struction hereinafter fully described and 
claimed. - 

With the above and other objects in view 
which will appear as the description pro 
gresses, the invention resides in the novel 
construction and arrangement of parts 
hereinafter fully described and claimed. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front ele 

Vation of a gate and post therefor, embodied 
With my improvement. Fig. 2 is a sectional 
view upon the line 2–2 of Fig. 1. 
In the drawings the numeral 1 designates 

a Swinging gate and 2 the post therefor. 
The numeral 3 desi 

proper. This latch comprises an attaching 
plate 4 having a centrally arranged ver 
tically extending enlargement 5. The en 
largement is provided adjacent its lower end 
With a pair of outwardly projecting spaced 
ears 6, and the plate 5 between the said ears 
6 is formed with a rounded extension 7 
which is adapted to serve as a stop for a 
Substantially U-shaped member 8. 
The plate 5 is removably connected with 

the plate 4, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 2 
of the drawings, and the substantially U 
shaped member 8 is pivoted between the 
ears 6 concentric of the lower portion of the 
plate 5 between the ears so that said rounded 
portion 7 will serve as a stop to limit the 
U-shaped member in one direction. The 
Said U-shaped member has its inner arm of 
a greater length than its outer arm and the 
Said inner arm has its upper portion 
rounded to provide a lip 9. 
The numeral 15 designates a flattened 

Spring member connected with the plate 4 
as at 16, while the lower face of the spring 

gnates the latch 

member is formed with a transversely ar 
ranged projection 17 which serves as a con 
tact member for the lip 9 of the member 8. 
The numeral 14 designates the pivot 

whereby the substantially U-shaped mem 
ber is connected between the ears 6, while 
the numeral 13 designates a stud which pro 
jects laterally from the post and lies within 
the path of the gate and which is adapted 
to be contacted between the arms of the 
member 8 so that the said U-shaped member 
will be swung upon its pivot 14 to have its 
larger arm engaged by the offset 17 of the 
member 15. 
Having thus fully described the inven 

tion, what I claim as new is:- 
The combination with a swinging door 

or gate and a post therefor, of a stud pro 
jecting laterally from the post and within 
the path of the gate or door, said gate or 
door being provided with a securing plate, 
an enlargement removably connected with 
the plate, said enlargement having its lower 
extremity curved outwardly and being pro 
vided with a pair of ears adjacent the said 
curved portion, a U-shaped member pivot 
ally connected between the ears concentric 
of the rounded portion between the ears, 
so that the said rounded portion will serve 
as a stop to limit the Swinging of the U 
shaped member in one direction, the said 
U-shaped member having its inner arm of 
a greater length than its outer arm, the 
said inner arm having its upper portion 
rounded to provide a lip, a flattened spring 
member connected with the plate and over 
lying the enlarged member therefor, the 
outer face of the said spring member being 
formed with a projection, and said pro 
jection adapted to engage the lip of the 
longer arm of the U-shaped member to sus 
tain the said member parallel with the plate 
and the enlargement after the said U-shaped 
member has been contacted and swung upon 
its pivot by the stud of the post. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

EDWIN C. DICKINSON. 
Witnesses: 

G. W. CARTER, 
R. T. BALLINGER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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