
C. E. STE ARN S. 
Stair - Rod Fast ening S. 

No. 155,626. Patented Oct. 6, 1874. 

M 

HIHAHLEU ASSSSSS SSSSSSSSSS SASAS saxauaua 

2. 

77zzzzezze? Z7ree 7777 
(7% Z, 0%72 

THE GRAPHIC co, photo-Lith.39s. 4 PARK PLACE, N.Y. 
  



UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

CHARLES E. STEARNS, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. 

IMPROVEMENT IN STAR-RoD FASTENiNGs. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 155,626, dated October 6, 1874; application filed 
April 29, 1874. 

CASE. B. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs E. STEARNS, 

of Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented an Improved 
Fastening for Stair-Rods, of which the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description, ref. 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, making part of this specification, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion 
of a stair-case, representing the carpet held in 
place thereon by a stair-rod secured by my 
improved fastening. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal 
section through the center of the same. Fig. 
3 is a perspective view of my fastener detached. 
To provide a simple, inexpensive, and effect 

ive fastening for stair-rods is the object of my 
invention, which consists in a bent slotted 
plate, in combination with a flat slotted plate 
pivoted thereto, so constructed and arranged 
that the end of the rod may be readily en 
tered, when it may be securely locked in place 
by simply swinging the pivoted plate over it, 
the end of the rod being depressed, and the 
said plate thrown back to admit of the re 
moval of the rod, when desired. 
To enable others skilled in the art to under 

stand and use my invention, I will proceed to 
describe the manner in which I have carried 
it out. 
In the said drawings, a is a stair-carpet, held 

in place by a rod, b, placed upon and extend 
ing across the carpet in the direction of its 
width at the junction of the tread c of one 
stair, A, and the riser d of the contiguous stair 
B. At one side of the carpet is secured to the 
stair A a bent plate, e, which is turned up, as 
seen in Fig. 2, the portion 5 so turned up be 
ing provided with a circular opening, into 
which is inserted a pin, h, projecting out from 
the center of one end of the rod. iis a plate, 
the bottom 6 of which is secured to the stair 
Aat the opposite side of the carpet by screws 
7, the upper portion 8 of the plate being bent 
up at, or nearly at, right angles to its bottom 
6, and being provided with a vertical slot, k, 
opening out to the edge of the upright por. 
tion 8, in which it is formed. On the inside 

of this upright portion of the plate i is piv. 
oted at 9a flat plate, l, provided with a slot, 
m, of the form seen in Fig. 3, and with a pro 
jection, 10, for convenience of applying the 
fingers thereto, when the said flat plate is to 
be swung either way forward or back. 
When the flat plate i is thrown into the po 

sition seen in Fig. 3, so as to open communi 
cation with the upper end of the slot k in the 
bent plate i, a pin, 12, projecting from the end 
of the rod not secured, is placed therein, and 
slightly pressed down, simultaneously with 
which the finger is applied to the projection 
10, and the flat plate l swung over, thus clos 
ing the top of the slot lic, and on withdrawing 
the pressure on this end of the rod the pin 12 
will be sprung up by the elasticity of the rod 
against the under side of the slot m, which 
assumed a position vertical, or nearly so, when 
swung over, as seen in Fig. 2, whereby the end 
of the rod is securely locked in place, and the 
liability of its becoming accidentally displaced, 
incident to most of the fastenings now in use, 
is avoided. 

Should it be desired to remove the rod for 
the purpose of taking up the carpet, it is sim 
ply necessary to apply a pressure downward 
on the end of the rod, and at the same time 
swing the flat slotted plate over, so as to open 
communication with the slot k, when the end 
of the rod may be readily lifted up, as desired. 
My improved stair-rod fastening is of sim 

ple construction, may be readily applied to a 
stair, and can be operated so as to confine or 
release the rod in an extremely convenient 
I. 

What I claim as my invention, and desire 
to secure by Letters Patent, is 
As an improvement in stair-rod fasteners, 

the slotted plate i, bent up at right angles, in 
combination with the flat slotted platel, piv 
oted thereto, substantially as described. 
Witness my hand this 22d day of April, A. 

D. 1874. 
CHARLES E. STEARNS. 

In presence of - 
N. W. STEARNs, 
W. J. CAMBRIDGE. 


