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(57) Abstract: The purpose of the present invention is to provide a desmearing apparatus and a desmearing method, which are cap -
able of reliably performing a desmearing process with high efficiency. In a desmearing method according to the present invention, a
processing gas which contains an active species source that is to be activated by irradiation of vacuum ultraviolet light, and which is
made to contain moisture is supplied into a processing space when a smear on an object to be processed, said object being arranged
in the processing space, is removed by irradiating the object to be processed with vacuum ultraviolet light through an ultraviolet
light-transmitting window member. This desmearing apparatus is provided with a processing gas supply means which has a humidi -
fication mechanism for having a processing gas, which contains an active species source that is to be activated by irradiation of vacu-
um ultraviolet light from an ultraviolet light source, contain moisture.
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