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My invention relates to improvements in mat 
ting or floor covering, and is especially adapted 
for use in lobbies of theatres, and for use on the 
Side-walk beneath the canopy in front of the 
theatre entrance. The invention has for its pri 
ImaTy Object a Suitable form of mat in which let 
ters and designs may be removably Secured and 
interchangeable, such as for advertising purposes, 
announcement of different showS, pictures, hotel 
data, etc. \ 

Referring to the accompanying drawing, Fig. 1 
illustrates in perspective, parts being broken 
aWay, a Suitable form Of Imat embodying an ap 
plication of my invention. Fig. 2 is a crOSS Section 
on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a perspective 
View of interchangeable letter, Such as might be 
used in a mat Similar to that Shown in Fig. 1. 
Fig. 4 is a perspective View of a modified form of 
letter for design. Fig. 5 is a crOSS Section on the 
line 5-5 of Fig. 4. Fig. 6 illustrates another 
modified form Of unit, letter or design, and Fig. 7 
illustrates a Suitable form Of lock bar in perSpec 
tive, part broken away, for holding the letters in 
position after being arranged in the mat. 
The mat is preferably a multiple mat, that is 

to Say it is preferably formed Of SeVeral thick-” 
meSSeS, Such aS upper p0rti0n 8 and the lower 
pOrtiOn 9, Said portions being Vulcanized together 
in the usual manner, the upper portion may also 
be COTrugated, as indicated at 10, and is prefer 
ably prOVided with Openings therethrough, as 
indicated at 11 and 12. These openings, instead 
of being Straight walled where cut, are beweled, 
being Wider at the bottom than at the top, as 
indicated in Fig. 2 at 11” and 12”, and the lower 
layer 9 Of the Imat is preferably perforated, aS 
indicated at 13 and 14 t0 allow for the escape of 
water, melting Sn0W 0r the like, especially Where 
the mat is used Out-dO0TS. The letters Or designs 
are also preferably laminated or double ply and 
comprising a lOwer pOrtiOn 15 and upper portion 
16 as shown, the upper portion 16 being prefer 
ably corrugated to correspond with the corruga 
tions in the upper portion 8 of the body portion 
of the mat. Suitable letters, Such as-17, or other 
characters Or designs, are formed in the upper 
portion 16. This may consist of Suitably molded 
or cut-Out letters of rubber, or other Suitable ma 
terial, which may be Vulcanized into the upper 
-portion 16 of the unit, or otherwise Suitably se 
Cured therein, and the unit:S and the mat as a 
whole may be of rubber, though, Of courSe, it 
will be readily underst00d that Various other Suit 
able materials, Such as COmp0SitionS, may be em 
-ployed. The inlaid letters or designs 17 are, of 

course, preferably of a color contrasting with the 
upper portion 16 of the mat, such as white rubber 
letterS Vulcanized into a Substantially black cor 
rugated upper portion 16, the upper portion 16 
Corresponding in color with the upper portion 8 60 
of the mat. - ? • 

The top and bottom portions of the unit, such 
as shown in FigS. 3, 4 and 6, is preferably beveled, 
as indicated at 18, So as to engage the beVeled 
upper and lower portions 11, 12. of the cut-outs 65 
in the upper portion 3 of the mat. The mat as a 
Whole may be coünter Sunk and framed in the 
Side-Walk to the main flush therewith, or may 
be so arranged in the corridor of the theatre, 
hotel, or other places where used, or it may be 70 
laid down On the Surface Or floor, much the-Same 
as any other mat, in Which latter case, the mar 
gin of the entire mat would, of course, preferably 
be beveled to prevent possible stubbing of the 
t0e When coming in contact with the edge thereof: 75 
In Order to insert, the letters, or other characters, 
into the face of the mat, the top and bottom-por 
tions are preSSed between the thumb and fore 
finger, curving the unit with a letter outward, 
thereby reducing the length of the same so that 80 
the beweled ends 18 thereof may be readily in 
Serted between the upper and lower portions of 
the cut-Outs 11, 12, the letters being pushed right 
or left so as to form, when arranged, proper 
Words, Sentences, numbers, designs or desirable 85 
cO?mbinations thereof. As an additional precau 
tionary imea.Sure for holding the letters down im 
position as aforesaid, a suitable lock bar 19, such 
as Shown in Fig. 7, may be employed and from 
the under side of Said bar Suitable pins or studs, 90 
Such as 20, may project to engage opposite sides 
Of the elongated hole 21, preferably formed im 
each unit. This lock bar 19, of course, preferably 
Seats into the face of the mat and units so as to . 
renain flush therewith, and if desired, a half 95 
rounded form of bar, Such as 22, may be em 
ployed, the cut-Out face of a unit being indicatedº 
at 23 in Fig. 4 showing the manner in which the 
Same is maintained flush with the mat and units. 
The studs or pins 20 also preferably pass not only 100 
through the units or letters but down through the 
holes 24, through the base portion 9 of the mat, 
and if desired, any Suitable form of locking or re- . 
taining Imeans may be employed, or the Same may 
be held merely by frictional engagement, making 105 
the holes and pins Of Such relative Size that Some 
preSSure is required to insert the pins Within the 
holes So that they will not readily C0me away. 
When it is desired to change the lettering or de- , 
Sign of the mat, the lock bars, Such as 19, 22 are, 1I0 



of course, first preferably removed after which, 
by Slightly rOlling Or Curwing the mat on a trans 
VerSe axis looking at Fig, 1, the letters will 
Teadily be released therefrom as a whole, or, if 

5 only certain letters are to be removed, the hand 
holes, Such aS 21, readily permit the CurWing Of 
the individual units upon longitudinal axis, 
thereby releasing the same from the body of 
the mat. \ * w × " x. • • 

10 In the modification shown in Fig. 4, it will 
be noted that tongued and grooved sides 25, 26. 
are prOVided for additionally interlocking the let'-'' 
ters and mat, and When this arrangement is used, 
it may be found convenient to first interlock a. 
complete line of letters, thereafter curving the 
Same as a line tranSVerSely allowing the free tOp 
Or bottom of the line to be introduced into the 
Opening in the mat. In the modification ShOwn 
in Fig. 6 a so-called double decked unit is illus trated, the upper portion 26° being grooved at 
the bottom to receive the tongue at the upper por 
tion of the lower part 27°, thus provision may be 
made for an upper and lower character or de 
sign in the same line of letters or figures, such 

55 as where a fraction might be indicated, or quota 
tion marks, or the like. In fact, various modifica 
tions may be made in the construction and ar 
rangement of parts without departing from the 
spirit of the invention as claimed. 

, I claim: + • • 

1. In a mat of the class described, a flexible 
body, a channel formed in said body having beV 
elled walls, and a series of flexible blocks adapted 
to be disposed in Said channel and having beVelled 

?, end walls adapted to be interlocked with the 
walls of the channel. 
_2. In a mat of the class described, a flexible 

body, a channel formed in Said body, and flexible 
blocks disposed in said channel, the cooperating 

40. walls of said channel and said blocks being So 
’ formed as to cause the blocks to be interlocked with said body. 

3. In a mat of the class described, a flexible 
body, a channel formed in Said body, and flexible 

45,?blocks disposed in said channel, the cooperating 
’ walls of Said channel and said blocks being so 
formed as to cause the blocks to be interlocked 
with said body, the remaining walls of Said blocks 
being so formed as to cause adjacent blocks to be 

5??interlocked with one another. • 
4. In a mat of the class described, a 

15 

20 

• \ flexible 

base section and a separate flexible superposed 
section secured thereto, said Superposed Section 
having openings into which characters may be 

55 removably secured, characters adapted to be se 
cured therein, and means for interlocking said 
characters within Said Sections. 

| 5. In a mat of the class described, a flex 
ible base section and a separate flexible Super- ) 

60; posed section secured thereto, said superposed 
section having openings into which characters 
may be removably secured, characters adapted 
to be secured therein, and means for interlocking 
said characters within Said Sections, Said last 

35 mentioned means comprising bevels at the op 
posite ends of Said characters and undercuts at 

70. 

75. 

1,936,684 
the opposite ends of Said openings conforming to 
Said beVelS. 

6. In a flexible mat of the class described, a, 
flexible base Section and a flexible Superposed 
Section Secured thereto, Said Superposed Section 
haVing a channel, blocks embodying characters 
adapted to be diSposed in Said channel, Said chan 
nel and blocks being so formed as to cause the 
blocks to be interlocked with said Superposed 
Section when the same are disposed in Said 
Channel. 

7. In a flexiblbe mat of the claSS described, . 
a flexible base Section and a flexible Superposed 
Section Secured thereto, Said Superposed Section 
haVing a Channel, blocks embodying characters 
adapted to be disposed in Said channel, Said chan 
nel and blocks being So formed as to cause the 
blocks to be interlocked with said Superposed 
Section When the Same are disposed in Said chan 
Inel, Said blocks being S0 formed as to cause ad 
jacent blocks to be interlocked with one another. 

8. In a flexible mat of the class described, a. 

80 

85 

90 

95 

flexible base section and a flexible superposed. 
Section Secured thereto, Said superposed section } 
having a channel, flexible blocks embodying. 100 
characters adapted to be disposed in Said chan 
nel, Said channel and blocks being so formed as 
to cause the blocks to be interlocked with said. 
Superposed Section when the same are disposed. 
in Said channel, Said blocks being S0 formed as to 105 
cause adjacent blocks to be interlocked with one 
another. • • * • 

9. In a mat of the class described, a body, 
a, channel formed in Said body, blocks adapted. 
to be disposed in Said channel, , either the body. 10 
or the blocks being plastic whereby to permit in 
Sertion of the blocks within the channel, the co 
Operating walls of Said channel and blocks being 
so formed as to cause the blocks to be inter 
locked with the body upon insertion of the blocks. 115 
in the Channnel. \ : : : : \ \ — — — — — 

10. In a mat of the class described, a body, a 
channel formed in Said body, blocks adapted to be 
disposed in Said channel, either the body. or the 
blocks being plastic whereby to permit insertion 120 
of the blocks within the channel, the cooperating 
walls of Said channel and blocks being so formed 
as to cause the blocks to be interlocked with the 
body upon insertion of the blocks in the chan 
nel, the remaining walls of Said blocks being so 125 
formed as to cause adjacent blocks to be inter 
locked with One another. • • w. • • • 

11. In a mat of the class described, a body, a 
channel formed in Said body, blocks adapted to 
be disposed in Said channel, either the body, or 
the blocks being plastic whereby to permit in 
Sertion of the blocks, within the channel, the co 
Operating walls of Said channel and blocks being 
So formed as tó cause the blocks to be interlocked 
with the body upon insertion of the blocks.jn the 135 
channel, the remaining walls of Said blocks be 
ing So formed as to cause adjacent blocks to be 
interlocked with one another, and means for ad 
ditionally fixing the blocks to the body when the 
same are disposed in the channel. * *º • : 140 
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