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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, THOMAS S. WooDs. 

a citizen of the United States, and resident 
of Fresno, in the county of Fresno, State of 
California, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Life-Saving Har 
ness, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to a harness by means 

of which an injured or helpless person may 
be secured upon the back of the wearer and 
carried to a place of safety, and is designed 
primarily for the use of firemen in carry 
ing persons from burning buildings, and 
the object thereof is to provide a device of 
the above character by means of which the 
person may be carried upon the back of the 
wearer down a ladder without in any way 
interfering with the movements of the 
Weae. 

A further object is to provide a device 
of the above character by means of which 
the person to be carried may be easily and 
quickly securely fastened upon the back of 
the wearer in such position as to be unable 
to interfere with the wearer. 
Another object is to provide a device of 

the above character which will leave the 
arms and hands of the wearer free from 
interference. 
In the drawings accompanying and form 

ing a part hereof: 
Fig. 1 is a side elevation of my device 

in operation, showing the method of carry 
ing an injured or helpless person down a 
ladder. 

Fig. 2 is a front perspective view of my 
harness detached from its place of use. 

Referring to the drawings, my device 
comprises a belt 5, of a size sufficient to be 
passed around the waists of the wearer and 
the injured person, a buckle 6 and apertures 
7 being provided for adjustment. Extend 
ing upwardly from near the center of the 
back portion of belt 5 are the shoulder 
straps 8 and 9 which extend upwardly and 
are crossed at 10 and then pass over and 
down the front of the shoulders where they 
terminate in buckles 11 and 12. Extending 
upwardly from the front of the belt 5 are 
the connecting straps 13 and 14 provided 
with apertures 15 and 16 for connection to 
buckles 11 and 12, whereby the device is 
secured over the shoulders of the wearers. 
Straps 8 and 9 pass below belt 5 at an angle 
outwardly and then pass downwardly and 

position. 

between the legs of the person being carried, 
and then extend upwardly and terminate in 
Snap hooks 17 and 18 adapted to engage 
loops 19 and 20 secured to belt 5 at the 
lower termination of straps 13 and 14. 
In the operation of my device in the case 

of a helpless person lying upon the floor, the 
harness will be first spread upon the floor 
at the side of the helpless person in its open 

The helpless person will then be 

60 

rolled over on to the harness, face upwards. . 
The wearer will then position himself upon 
the helpless person, also face upwards; the 
belt strap will then be secured in position, 
then the leg straps will be positioned by 
passing the same between the legs of the 
helpless person and on the outside of the 
legs of the Wearer; the shoulder straps and 
connecting straps will be connected together, 
the particular apertures 15 and 16 being 
used which will provide the necessary degree 
of tightness. The wearer will then roll 
over upon his hands and knees and get upon 
his feet when the person being carried may 
be transported to a place of safety. 
Having described my device, what I claim 

S. 

1. A life saving harness comprising a belt; 
shoulder straps extending upwardly from 
the rear of said belt and being crossed to 
pass over the shoulders; connecting straps 
secured at their lower ends to the front of 
said belt; a detachable connection between 
the free ends of said shoulder and connecting 
straps; leg straps extending downwardly 
from the rear of said belt being adapted to 
pass through the legs of the burden, and 
having their free ends detachably connected 
to the front of said belt; and an adjustable 
connection for the free ends of said belt. 

2. A life saving harness comprising a belt 
adapted to be passed around the waists of the 
wearer and a person being carried, said belt 
being provided with shoulder straps adapted 
to be passed over the shoulders of the person 
and the wearer; and leg straps adapted to 
be passed through and beneath the legs of 
the person being carried and at the side of 
the legs of the Wearer; and adjustable con 
nections for all of said straps. 

3. A life Saving harness comprising a belt; 
shoulder straps connected to the back por 
tion of said belt, near the center thereof, 
and adapted to pass upward and over the 
shoulders of a wearer and a person carried 
by said wearer; connecting straps secured 
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at their lower ends to the front of said belt; 
adjustable connections between the free ends 
of said shoulder and connecting straps; leg 
straps extending downwardly from the rear 
of said belt and having their free ends de 
tachably connected to the front of said belt; 
a detachable connection for the free ends of 
said belt; and means to adjust the size of 
said belt. - 

4. A life saving harness composed of a 
belt; supporting straps secured intermedi 
ate their ends, to the rear of said belt in 
spaced relation, said supporting straps pass 
ing upwardly from said belt and being 
crossed and then passing to and being con 
nected to the front of said belt in spaced 
relation; and detachable connections for all 
of said members. 

5. A life saving harness comprising an 
adjustable belt adapted to be passed around 
the waist of a wearer and a person being 
carried; Supporting straps secured interme. . 
diate their length to the rear of said belt in 
spaced relation, then passing upward di 
agonally towards each other and being se 
cured together at the point of intersection, 
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then passing downwardly and being secured 
to the front of said belt, the other ends of 
said straps passing downwardly and being 
detachably secured to the front of said belt 
immediately below the connection of the 
other ends of said straps; and adjustable con 

SO 

nections between said belt and supporting 
straps. 

6. A life saving harness comprising a belt; 
supporting straps secured to the rear of 
said belt intermediate their ends to extend 
at right angles thereto, the upper ends of 
Said straps being adapted to pass diagonally 
over the shoulders of a wearer and having 
their free ends adjustably connected to the 
front of said belt, the lower ends of said 
straps being adapted to pass downwardly be 
neath the legs of a person being carried and 
having their, free ends detachably connected 
to the front of said belt; and adjustable con 
nections for the free ends of said belt. 

In witness that I claim the foregoing I 
have hereunto set my hand this 12th day of 
March, 1923. 

THOMAS S. WOODS. 
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