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To all av hvo7n, it 7mvay convice7?7v, : 
Be it known that I, CHRISTIAN HANIKA, of 

the city of Springfield, county of Clark, and 
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and 

5 useful Improvements in Metallic Fences, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

metallic fences, and is especially intended as 
an improvement upon that class of fence de 
scribed and claimed in United States Patent 
No. 289,253, dated November 27, 1883, here 
tofore granted to me, to which reference may 
be had. V 

As will be noticed in the patent referred to, 
I 5 the picket, which is extended through an 

opening in the picket-supporting rail, is pro 
vided with a notch in its periphery, which is 

IO 

pressed into engagement with the supporting 
rail by means of a locking-plate at the oppo 
site side of the rail depending from and form 
ing a part integral with the scroll which holds 
the picket and rail together. It will also be 
moticed that the scroll is bowed out to clear 
the flange of the supporting-rail, and is pro 

25 vided with lugs to extend around the flange to 
hold the said supporting-rail in place. 
The chief object of my invention is to do 

away with projecting lugs, and to provide a 
locking device the main body of which will be 

3o in practice substantially in a line with a cen 
tral longitudinal line drawn through the 
picket and picket-supporting rail, and which 
shall Come in contact with the rail above and 
below at the central point of the said sup 
porting-rail, to hold the same firmly in place, 
and to so construct the said locking-scroll that 
a portion of the same may be pressed into a 
notch formed in the picket, which prevents 
longitudinal and rotary movement of the said 
picket. By the construction herein shown I 
am enabled to do away with lugs and projec 
tions heretofore common in this class of iron 
fence, and to provide a locking device of 
cheaper construction and greater durability, 
and one which may be adjusted and attached 
with greater ease and accuracy. 
My invention consists in the combination, 

in an iron fence having a punched picket 
supporting rail and a notched picket, of a 
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5o locking device or scroll provided with picket 
holding eyes at its either end, and so shaped 

(No model.) 

as to bear upon the picket - holding rail 
above and below at the center of the said rail, or 
substantially so, thereby providing a wide 
bearing for the same, and insuring great 55 
rigidity of parts, substantially as hereinafter 
described; and my invention also consists in 
details of construction, all as will be herein 
after particularly set forth and claimed. 

Figure 1 represents in front elevation a 6o 
portion of an iron fence embodying my inven 
tion; Fig. 2, a side elevation of the same; Fig. 
3, a section on dotted line aw ac, Fig. 1; and 
Fig. 4, details of the picket and picket-sup 
porting rail. 

In thè construction of a fence in accordance 
with my invention the picket-supporting - rail 
Ais provided with a series of picket-openings, 
A, to permit the passage of the pickets B, and 
the said pickets B are provided with a notch 7 o 
or notches, B”, substantially as shown and de 
scribed in the patent hereinbefore referred to. 
The picket-supporting rail A will preferably 
be of the “channel” shape in cross-section-- 
that is to say, a rail having a horizontal web 75 
with depending parallel edge - flanges, this 
shape being best adapted to the purpose of 
this invention. The locking-plate C, or orna 
mental scroll of any suitable material, is pro 
vided with eyes C' at opposite ends, which 
encircle the picket B - above and below the 
supporting-rail A. The locking-plate C may 
be of various configuration, and more or less 
ornamental. As shown in the drawings, the 
side webs, D, extend out at an angle to the 
picket B from the loops or eyes C, to their 
points of contact with the supporting-plate, 
as in ornaments of ordinary construction of a 
similar class. As will be noticed, however, 
the side ribs or webs, D, which constitute the 
main body of the locking - plate C, extend 
downward from the upper eye, C, directly or 
nearly in a line with the center of the rail A, 
until they come in contact with it, where they 
are bent to form bearings E for the said sup 
porting-rail A, these bearings E (see Fig. 2) 
extending from the center of the said rail A. 
to and around its outer edge to a point below 
the rail in a central line to the picket, where 
they are extended, as above, and terminate in 
the lower loop or eye, C'. This construction 
in itself is of great importance, as it gives a 
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very wide and rigid bearing for the rail A, 
and concentrates strains which may be exerted 
upon the fence upon the parts best adapted to 
bear them. Connected to and forming apart 
integral with the locking-scroll C centrally is 
a depending locking-piece, F, diverging from 
the main body of the scroll sufficiently to 
Clear the picket. This locking-piece F consists 
of the arms F"Fº, which connect with the webs 
ID of the scroll, and terminate in a bearing, G, 
of similar shape to bearings E, which bearing 
G is adapted to be bent inwardly around the 
edge of the supporting-plate A. at the side 
opposite to the side bearings, E, and engage 
Said raill. At the junction of the arms F" Fº 
of the locking-piece F is a projection or edge, 
HI, which, as the bearing G is pressed into 
Contact with the Irail A, enters the notch B" of 
the picket and securely locks the parts in 
place. The provision of the locking-piece F, 
to engage directly with the picket B or its 
notch and act as a support for the supporting 
rail A, is a very important feature in this in 
Vention, as it enables nue quickly to adjust the 
parts of the fence and secure them in place. 

Im setting up my improved fence, the scroll 
or locking plate CÚ is slipped over the sup 
porting-rail A. from its ends, the bearing E of 
the Scroll supporting the said picket-support 
ing rail, the bearing G being normally bent 
Outward away from the said rail, after which 
the picket B is slipped through the eyes C' of 
the Scroll and the picket-opening A in the 
rail, the motch B" of the picket being turned 
to face the locking - piece F. The locking 
piece is then bent backward until its inner 
edge, H, enters the notch in the picket and its 
bearing G comes to place around the rail A, 
which completes the operation and firmly se 
cures the several parts together. 

I do not desire to claim a depending filling 
piece or locking-plate to press the picket for 
ward to engage the notch therein with the 
web of the supporting-rail, as described and 
claimed in the Patent No. 289,253, hereinbe 
fore referred to. 

I Claim 
1. The punched rail A, and picket B, hav 

ing a, notch, B, combined with a scroll for 
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Jocking the two together, comprising eyes Cº 
C', webs or ribs D, fdaring outwardly in oppo 
site directions from said eyes and having bear 
ings E, engaging the same side of said raill 
and interposed between and connecting said 
webs or ribs, and a locking - piece engaging 
said rail upon the opposite side and co-operat 
ing with the notch of the picket, substantially 
as and for the purpose described. 

2. The combination, in a metallic fence, of 
a picket-holding rail provided with picket 
openings, apicket with a notchinits periphery, 
substantially in the plane of the upper surface 
of the rail, and a locking device or scroll hav 
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ing eyes at opposite ends encircling the picket, 
webs extending from end to end of the scroll 
and having side bearings engaging the rail on 
one side and a bearing for the rail on the op 
posite side bent about and under the rail, and 
provided with a locking-piece engaging the 
notch in the picket, substantially as described. 

3. A scroll or plate, C, provided with bear 
ings C' C' at opposite ends, side webs or ribs, 
D, provided with bearings E E at right angles 
to the webs or ribs, a locking-piece, F, having 
a bearing, G, and locking projection H there 
from, combined with a rail and notched picket, 
substantially as described. 

4. In a metallic fence, the combination, with 
the supporting - rail A, provided with the 
picket - opening, and the picket B, notched 
peripherally, as described, of the locking 
scroll C, having bearings E, adapted to engage 
and support the rail at one side, as shown, and 
the locking-piece F, integral with said scroll, 
and having bearing G, adapted to engage and 
support the opposite side of the rail A, and 
having a free end adapted to be pressed into 
the motch of the picket to hold the parts 
firmly, all constructed and arranged substan 
tially as shown and described. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto Set - my 
hand and seal, at Springfield, Ohio, this 15th 
day of August, A. D. 1884. 

CHRISTIAN HANIKA. [L. s.] 
In presence of 

P. J. CLEVENGER, 
N. E. C. WHITNEY. 
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