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To all whom it may concern: ducing compactness of form and economy Be it known that I, RoBERT H. F. VARIEL, of parts. 
Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Los Angeles, in the county of Los An 
geles and State of California, have invented 
new and useful Iunprovements in Game-In 
dicators, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention relates to game indicators whereby the stages of progress of games be 

tween contestants may be indicated. , 
The invention relates particularly to in 

dicators for denoting the progress of games 
and successive games of lawn tennis. 
The invention has for its object to pro 

vide improvements in game indicators of 
the nature stated which will be superior in 
point of relative simplicity and inexpensive 
ness of construction and organization, clear 
ness and fullness of indication, facility and 
convenience in installation and manipula 
tion, positiveness and accuracy in operation 
and compactness in form; and which will be 
generally superior in efficiency and service ability. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention consists in the novel and use 
ful provision, formation, combination, as 
sociation and relative arrangement of parts, 
nembers and features, all as hereinafter de 
scribed, shown in the drawing, and finall 
pointed out in claim. 
In the drawing: Figure 1 is a front face 

view of a lawn tennis game indicator con 
structed and organized in accordance with 
the invention; Fig. 2 is a transverse sec 
tional view of the same, taken upon the line 
w°-ac, Fig. 1; and, Fig. 3 is a vertical sec 
tional view taken upon the line a-ai, Fig. 
1, and looking in the direction of the ap pended arrows; the showing being given a 
quarter turn upon the sheet. 
Corresponding parts in all the figures are 

denoted by the same reference characters. 
Referring with particularity to the draw 

ing, the game indicator therein shown com 
prises, with relation toits organization for 
the purpose of indicating the progress of a 
lawn tennis game, or a series of such games 
and sets thereof, point indicating means A, 
game indicating means B, set indicating 
means C, and name indicating means D; 
all of these means being mounted in or upon 
and accommodated by a casing E. The 
game indicating means and the set indicat 
ing means are structurally combined, with 
respect to the working features thereof, pro 

i 
In a preferred form of construction and 

organization, as shown in the drawing, the 
casing E comprises a front member 4 and a 
rear member 5, each of which consists of a 
rectangular plate, with a greater width than 
height, such plates being spaced apart at 
their edge portions by strips 6 through 
which and the plates are passéd holding 
means such as pins or screws, whereby the 
plates are detachably connected, inclosing, 
together with the strips 6, an interior cham 
ber 8 within which are mounted and cham 
bered a plurality of rotative flat circular 
disks 9, 10, 11 and 12, of which the disks 9 
and 12 are included in the game indicating 
means B, and the disks 10 and 11 are in 
cluded in the point indicating means. Each 
of said disks is loosely mounted upon a 
short shaft 13 which is journaled at its ends 
in the front and rear plates 4 and 5. The 
ends of the shafts 13 of the disks 9 and 12 
are projected beyond the plates and carry 
at their forward ends fixed pointers, 14 and 
15, included respectively within two set in 
dicating means C; and carrying at their 
rearward ends finger pieces or hand wheels 
E6 and 17 included respectively in the two 
set indicating means C. Each of the disks 
9 and 12 is provided upon its forward face, 
or upon both faces if preferred, with an an 
nular marginal series of game indicatin 
symbols or figures 18 and 19; and each o 
the disks 10 and 11 is provided upon its for 
ward face, or upon both faces if desired, at 
the marginal portions thereof, with an an 
nular series of point indicating figures or 
symbols 20 and 21. These figures or sym 
bols are arranged to be displayed through 
notches 22, 23, 24 and 25 cut into the top 
portions of both plates 4 and 5, at the edges 
thereof, in vertical planes cutting the re 
spective shafts 13, and substantially sector 
shaped, being of proper dimensions to dis 
play the symbols 18 to 21 as the disks 9 to 
12 are rotated. Underneath each of the 
notches 22 and 25, the word “Games' is 
displayed upon the front plate 4; and under 
each of the notches 23 and 24 the word 
“Points’ is displayed. 

In order to utilize plates 4 and 5 of mini 
mum width, the disks 9 to 12 overlap within 
the chamber 8 in the casing A. The inter 
mediate shafts 13 may be fixed in the plates 
9 and 5 if preferred, but the outer shafts. 13 
must be loose in said plates so that the 
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60 

pointers 14 and 15 may be manipulated by 
the hand wheels 16 and 17, so that said 
pointers may be moved to read in connection 
with set indicating figures or symbols 26, 27 
and 28 for the pointer 14, and 29, 30 and 31 
for the pointer 15. These symbols are dis 
played upon the plate 4, in segmental se 
ries, respectively beneath the outer shafts 13. 
Beneath each of said series of last named 
symbols the word “Sets’ is displayed upon 
the front plate 4. 
A vertical dividing line 32 is produced 

upon the front plate.4, centrally thereof, di 
viding the face of such plate into two por 
tions each of which is adapted for the indi 
cation of points, games and sets, by reason 
of the organization above set forth; and at 
each side of said central line 32 is provided 
the name indicating means D, comprising 
detachable cards, 33 and 34 respectively, 
held in recesses 35 by overhanging marginal 
flanges or stop strips 36 which are omitted 
at one end of each of the chambers to per 
mit of ready insertion and withdrawal of 
the name cards. 
The shafts 13 and their disks are readily 

assembled in connection with the detachable 
plates 4 and 5, and the pointers and hand 
wheels are added to the respective shafts. 
The dividing line 32 subdivides the front 
plate into two main portions each of which 
is provided with one of the point indicating 
means, one of the game indicating means, 
one of the set indicating means and one of 
the name indicating means. It is manifest 
that if desired all of such indicating means 
may be so formed as to display upon the 
rear plate 4 the data as to progress of the 
game which is displayed upon the front 
plate; but in usual practice the display is 
made only in part upon the rear plate. 
Where the indicator is operated from be 
hind the rear plate, with duplication of the 
indicating data upon the rear plate, in regis 
tration with the data upon the front plate, 
indication upon the front plate maybe con 
veniently made by reference on the part of 
the operator merely to the showing on the 
rear plate. 
In displaying the points scored by either 

player, the disk 10 or 11 is operated manu 
ally at the slot 23 or 24 to display the proper 
symbol 20 or 21 through such slot. To indi 
cate the number of games tallied by each 
player, the disk 9 or 12 is similarly manip 
ulated to display the proper symbol 18 or 
19 in the proper slot. To indicate the num 
ber of sets won by either player the proper 
pointer 14 or 15 is manipulated by the 
proper hand wheel 16 or 17 to indicate the 
proper symbol 26 to 31. The proper name 
card 33 or 34 is inserted in the proper re 
cess 35, and these cards may be duplicated 

produced and provided in miniature 
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at each side of the dividing line 32, where 
“doubles' are being played. Mounting the 65 
disks 9 and 12 respectively with the same 
centers as the pointers 14 and 15, produces 
compactness of arrangement of parts and 
economy of material. 

Customarily, the indicator is properly 70 
suspended at the front of a score board, with 
the dividing line 32 in registration with the 
net. The several parts and members and in 
dicating symbols and readings are of Sufi 
cient size to be clearly visible by spectators 75 
and by those conducting the contest; and the 
use of the indicator obviates the necessity 
of vocally announcing the points as made by 
either contestant, together with the difficulty 
in accurately hearing such announcements. 80 
At all stages of the contest the indicator dis 
plays clearly the exact relative standings of 
the contestants, such continued indication, 
with respect to contestants, points, games, 
and sets being impossible by vocal means of 85 
announcement. All of the advantages of 
visible over audible means of indication are 
produced in the use of the invention. 

It is manifest that the indicator mav be 
orm, 90 

for individual use by spectators, and may 
be conveniently carried in the pocket. 
The indicator is susceptible of many vari 

ations of construction and arrangement of 
parts and features without departing from 95 
the spirit of the invention and the terms 
of the following claim. 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent: 
A game counter of the character described 100 

including spaced plates having correspond 
ing finger and display notches in the edges 
thereof, one of Said plates being/provided 
with symbols upon its outer face, shafts ex 
tending through the plates and journaled 105 
therein, disks loose upon the shafts and hav 
ing the edge portions thereof projecting into 
the respective finger and display notches so 
as to be readily engaged by the finger for ro 
tating the same, said disks being provided 110 
With marginal Series of characters adapted 
to be successively displayed through the 
finger and display notches as the disks are 
rotated, pointers rigid with the shafts on 
one end thereof, and means upon the oppo- 115 
site ends of the shafts for turning the same 
so that they will coöperate with the before 
mentioned symbols upon one of the plates. 
In testimony whereof, I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 120 
two subscribing witnesses. 

ROBERT H. F. VARIEL, JR. 
Witnesses: 

C. P. WARDEN, 
RAYMOND I. BLAKESLEE. 

  


