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UNITED STATES

PatenT OFFICE.

CHARLES H. VAN ALSTINE, OF OCONOMOWOC, WISCONSIN.

" FILE FOR PAPERS.

BPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 566,821, dated September 1, 1896.
Application filed June 29,1892, Serial No, 438,433, (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES H. VAN AL-
STINE, of Oconomowoc, in the county of Wau-
kesha and State of Wisconsin, have invented
certainnew and useful Improvements in Files
for Papers; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, which will enable others
skilled in the art to which it pertains to make
and use the sdme, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification. ' '

The main object of my invention is to pro-
vide an inexpensive convenient file for hold-
ing, arranging, and preserving papers.

It consists, essentially, of certain novel fea-
tures hereinafter particularly deseribed, and
pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings like letters

- designate the same partsin the several figures.
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Figure 1 is an inside perspective view of
my improved file opened flat. Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view of the file closed with the cords
or bandsin position forinserting papers there-
in or removing them therefrom. Fig. 3isa
similar view of the file containing papers with
the cords or bands arranged to hold them
therein, and Fig. 4 is a back view of a num-
ber of files as they are arranged and stand in
a filing-case or upon a shelf.

The file may be made of heavy cardboard
or other suitable material possessing the req-
uisite stiffness. It consists of a back A and
two covers B B, forined with or joined to the
back at o o, like or similar to the back and
covers of a book. The file is provided with
cords or bands C C, arranged to be placed
around its open ends and edge opposite the
back, so as to hold the covers in place and re-
tainthe contents of the file therein. Notches
or indentations 6 b’ are made in the ends of
the covers and in their edges opposite the back
A to receive and hold the cords or bands C C
in place, to prevent abrasion thereof when
the file is stood on its end or open edge, and
to permit the file to stand squarely and firmly
on end, as shown in Figs. 3and 4, The cords

or bands C C may be conveniently attached
to the file by inserting them through perfora-
tions in and knotting them on the inner sides
of covers BB. Iprefertoarrange these cords

or bands in pairs, as shown in the drawings,
securing them at the ends in the coversatce
some distance from their edges and opposite
the notches & &', into which they are drawn
to hold the covers in place and to retain the
contents of the file therein, as shown in Figs,
2 and 3.

Forinserting papersin or withdrawing them
from the file the cords or bands C C are with-
drawn from the open edge of the file over the
ends, as shown in Fig. 2. To secure the con-
tents of the file in place therein, two of the
cords or bands are drawn over the open edge
opposite back A'into the notches ¥’ 0’ in the
covers, while the other two cords or bands are
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left around the ends in the notches b b, as _

shown in Fig. 3.

For the purpose of storage and shipment in
condensed space the file may be opened and
laid flat, as shown in Fig. 1.

When constructed of cardboard or similar
material, the joints between the back and
covers are produced by simply bending or
breaking the cardboard or other material in
parallel lines, as indieated at « a in Fig. 1.
It is obvious, however, that in constructing
the file of heavier material the back and cov-
ers may be made separately and joined by
strips of flexible material, or in any other
suitable manner which will admit of the cov-
ers being opened and closed. npon the back
like the covers of a book.

Various changes in the minor details of the
device, such as the arrangement and attach-
ment of the cords or bands, the relative di-
mensions and material of the back and cov-
ers and the means of connecting them, may
be made within thespirit and intended scope
of my ianvention.

I claim—-

1. A file for papers consisting of a back
and two covers having flexible connections
therewith, and elastic cords orbands attached
at their ends fo opposite covers approxi-
mately equidistant from their ends and sides
and passing outside thereof so as to be
strefched over the open side or ends of the
file, substantially as and for the purposes set
forth.

2. A file for papers consisting of a back
and two covers having flexible connections
therewith and notches in their edges and
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elastic cords or bands attached at their ends

to-opposite covers approximately equidistant
from their ends and sides and passing out-
side thereof so as to be stretched over the
open side or ends of the file, substantially as
and for the purposes set forth.

3. A file for papers consisting of -a back
and two covers having flexible connections
therewith and notches in their open side and
end edges, and elastic cords or bands attached
in pairs at their ends to opposite covers at
points opposite and approximately equidis-

tant from the notches in their side and end
edges and ‘passing outside of the covers so as
to be stretched over either the open side, ends
or back' of the file, substantially as and for
the purposes set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own:I affix-my signature in-presence of
two witnesses.

CHARLES H. VAN ALSTINE.

Witnesses:

CuASs. L. Goss,
A.W. HARD,

5



