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Be it known that I, CHARLES H. WAN AT 

STINE, of Oconomowoc, in the county of Wau 
kesha, and State of Wisconsir1, have in wented 
certain neW and useful Improvements in Files 
for Papers; and I do hereby declare that the 
folloWing is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the in Wention, which will enable others 
Skilled in the art to which it pertains to make 
and use the S?me, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, and to the letters Of 
reference marked thereOn, which form a part, 
of this Specification. ~ ~ 

'i'he main object of my invention is to pro 
wide an inexpensive comwenient file for hold 
ing, a.i'ranging, and preserwing paperS. 

It consistS, eSSentially, of certain nowel fea 
tureS hereimafter particularly described, and 
poirated out in the claims. 
Hn the accompanying drawings like letters 

· designate the Same partS in the Seweral figures. 
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P'igure 1 is an inside perspective wieW of 
my improwed file opened fiat. H'ig. 2 is a per 
Spectiwe wiew of the file closed With the cords 
Or bands in positiora for inserting paper's there 
in Or remowing them therefrom. H'ig. 8 is a, 
Similar wiew of the file containing paperS with 
the cords or bands arranged to hold them 
therein, and Fig. 4 is a back wiew of a num 
ber of fileS as they are arranged and stand in 
at, filing-case 0r upOn a shelf. 
The file may be made of heavy Gardboard 

0r other Suitable material possessing the req 
uisite Stiffness. It consists of a back A and 
WO cowerS B B, formed with Or joined to the 
back at d, (t, like 01' Similar to the back and 
CowerS of a book. The file is provided with 
cords or bands C C, arranged to be placed 
around itS Open ends and edge opposite the 
back, SO aS to hold the cowers in place and re 
taina the ContentS of the file therein. Notches 
Or indentations Ö ö' are made in the ends of 
the cOVers and in their edges opposite the back 
A to receiwe and hold the cords or bands C C) 
in place, to prewent abrasion thereof when 
the file is stood on its end or open edge, and 
to permit the file to Stand squarely and firmly 
On end, as shoWm in H'igS. 8 and 4. 'The cords 
or bands C C imay be cora.weniently attached 
tO the file by inserting them through perfora 
tionS in and knotting them on the inner SideS 
0f coWeTS B B. I prefer to arrange these cords 

Or bands in pairs, aS shOWn in the drawings, 
Securing them at the ends in the cOwers at C c 
Some distance from their edges and OppOSite 
the notches by %', into which they are drawn 
to hold' the COwe]]'s in place and to retain the 
contents of the file therein, as shown in Figs. 
2 and 8. 

H'Or inserting paperS in Or withdra.Wing them 
from the file the Cords or bands C C a.Pe with 
drawn from the open edge of the file ower the 
ends, as shown in H'ig. 2. To secure the com 
tentS of the file in place therein, two of the 
Cords or bands are drawn ower the open edge 
Opposite back A. intO the notches b' Ö' in the 
cowers, while the other two cords or bands are 
left around the ends in the notches Ö b, as ? shown in H'ig. 8. 

For the purpose of storage and shippment in 
condensed space the file may be operated and 
laid flat, as shown in Fig. H. 
When Const}°tCted of CaI'dboard O]* Similar 

material, the joints betWeen the back and 
cowers are produced by Simply bending Or. 
breaking the Cardboard Or' other material in 
parallel lines, as indicated at Ct, dt in F'ig. i. 
It is obvious, howewer, that in conStructing 
the file of hea.Yier material the back and COw-- 
ers may be made Separately and joined by 
strips of flexible material, or in any other 
Suitable manner' which will admit of the cOw'- 
ers being opened and closed upon the back 
like the COVer's Of a, bOOk. 
Warious changes in the minor details of the 

dewice, Such as the arrangement and attach 
ment Of the cords Or bands, the relatiwe di 
imensions and material of the back and COw'- 
ers and the means of COnnecting them, may 
be made within the Spirit and intended SCOpe 
of my invention. 

[ claim--- 
1. A file for paper'S Consisting of a back 

and tWO cowers haawing flexible (30nnections 
therewitha, and elastic cords or bands attached 
at their ends to Opposite . CowerS app1'OXi 
mately equidistant from their ends and SideS 
and passing outside thereof SO aS tO be 
stretched ower the open Side Or ends of the 
file, substantially aS and for the purposeS Set 
forth. 

2. A file for paper's consisting of a back 
and two cowers hawing flexible connectionS 
therewith and notches in their edges and 
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elastic Cords or bands attached at their ends 
tO Opposite COwerS approximately. equidistant; 
from their ends and sides and passing out 
Side thereof. So as to be stretched = Ower the 
Open Side or ends of the file, Substantially aS 
and for the purpoSeS Set forth. 

8. A file for · papers consisting of . a back 
and tWO cowerS hawing flexible connectionS 
thereWith and notches in their open side, and 
end edges, and elastic cords or bands attached 
in pairS at their ends to Opposite cowers at 
pointS Opposite and approximately equidiS 

tant from the motches in their side and end 
edges and passing outside of the Cowers. So as 
to be stretched over eithe1' the open side, ends 
Or · back of the file, Substantially aS and for 
the purposeS Set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing aS 
my. OWn : If affix" my". Signature in: 'presence of 
tWO .WitineSSes. 

CHARLES H. WAN ATSTINE, 
Witnesses: 

CHAS. T. GOSS, 
A. W. HARD, 
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