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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that, I, WALTER Ross, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Springfield, in the county of Clark and 
State of Ohio, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in . Collapsible 
Market-Baskets, of which the following is 
a specification, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings. c 
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This invention relates to baskets and like 
structures, and the general object of the in 
vention is the provision of a basket or car 
rier of skeleton construction, so formed that 
it may be folded into a compact shape for 
transportation and opened out so as to have 
the shape of an ordinary basket. 
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A further object of the invention is to 
provide a very simple construction to this 
end which may be easily made, which, is 
light, convenient in its operation, and which 
is very effective for the purpose intended. 

Still another object is to provide a device 
of this kind having an auxiliary handle, 
which, when the basket is folded or col 
lapsed, affords means whereby the folded 
basket may be carried, means being also 
provided for hoiding the basket in its 
folded condition. 
Other objects will appear in the course of the following description. . . . 
My invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, wherein: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a basket 

unfolded, the drawing showing in dotted 
lines the position of the end members when 
disconnected from the side members; Fig. 
2 is a side elevation of the basket in a folded 
position; Fig. 3 is a fragmentary detail 
perspective view showing adjacent portions 
of the end and side members; Fig. 4 is a 
sectional view through the loop on one of 
the side members and showing the locking 
bight on the adjacent end member; Fig. 5 
is a series of perspective views, designated 
a, b, c and d, respectively, showing the man 
ner in which the basket is folded. 
By reference to Fig. 1 it will be seen that 

the basket comprises a wire or rod 10 bent 
to form a rectangular frame 11 constituting 
the bottom of the basket, this wire or rod 
at the corners being bent to provide eyes 
12 extending in a plane at right angles to 
the plane of the frame 11. The ends of 
the rod 10 may be joined in any suitable manner, as by interengaging eyes 18 as 
shown in Fig.1. Passing through each lat 

eral pair of eyes 12 is the lower bar 14 of 
a side frame 15 consisting of a wire or rod 
16 bent into rectangular form and formed 
to provide at its upper corners the eyes 17, these eyes extending in a plane at right an 
gles to the plane of the base 11 and at right 
angles to the frame formed by the wire 16. 
The lower bar 14 of the frame formed by 
the wire 16 passes through the eyes 12 and 
has rotatable engagement therewith. 
The rectangular frame formed by the 

wires or rods 16 is braced at its middle by 
a cross brace 18. The ends of the basket 
are each formed by a rectangular frame 19 
formed of a rod or wire bent into U-shape, 
the extremities of the rod or wire 19 being 
bent around the end wires of the frame 11 
as at 20. Extending across the arms of the 
U-shaped end pieces 19 is a brace 21, and 
at the upper corners of the end members 
19 the wire forming the U-shaped frame is 
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bent upon itself, as shown in Fig. 4, to con 
stitute a tongue 22 enlarged at its outer end 
and adapted to be forced through the eyes 
17. The frame 11 is braced by a longitudi 
nal rod 23 engaged with the ends of the 
frame 11 and by a transverse rod 24 en 
gaged at its ends with the side bars of the 
frame 11. 
The handle of the basket is formed by 

a wire bent to provide parallel bars 25 con 
nected at their ends by cross pieces 26, the 
bars 25 being divergent at their ends and 
being covered by a strip of metal 27, the 
edges of which are bent around beneath the 
wires 25. Mounted upon the upper rods 
or wires 16 of the side frames are U-shaped 
links 28, which are pivoted upon the up 
per bars of the side frames and which 
are operatively connected to approximately 
rectangular links 29 which in turn are 
hingedly connected to the cross bars 26. 
The connection between the U-shaped link 
28 and the adjacent link 29 is formed by 
merns of a strip of metal 30 forming the 
sleeve embracing the cross bars of said links 
and the connection between the link 29 and 
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the extremities of the handle is formed by 
a strip of metal 31 forming the sleeve. em 
bracing the adjacent cross bars. 
As before stated, the basket is adapted 

to be collapsed or folded to the position 
shown in Fig. 2, and it is necessary to pro 
vide a handle for it under these circums stances. To this end I provide a U-shaped 
rod or wire designated generally 82, formed 



to provide a cross piece 33 and the legs 34. 
The material of these legs at their extremi 
ties are re-bent as at 35 so as to embrace 
the brace wire 23 as shown clearly in Fig. 1 

5 and to form a slot through which the brace 
wire 23 passes so that this handle member 
32 may be drawn outward to the position 
shown in Fig. 2 or shifted inward to the 
position shown in Fig. 1. 
By reference to Fig. 1 it will be seen 

that when the basket is set up, the ends of 
the basket are disposed in a vertical posi 
tion with the tongues 22 engaging through 
the eyes 17 of the side members of the 
basket. Inasmuch as these tongues 22 are 
enlarged at their ends it is obvious that 
while they may be forced through the eyes 
17 they will not readily become disengaged 
therefrom. With the parts in the position 
shown in Fig. 1, the handle is in position 
for carrying the basket and the auxiliary 
handle 32 is pushed inward so as to form 
part of the bottom of the basket. 
While the basket as shown in Fig. 1 is 

25 skeleton in form, it is obvious that paper 
may be placed within the basket and the 
basket used for holding vegetables or other 
materials. The manner in which the basket 
may be collapsed is illustrated in Fig. 5. 
In this figure, the diagram a shows one of 
the end frames disengaged and being turned 
inward. The diagram b. shows the other 
end frame being turned inward upon the 
first end frame. The diagram c. shows one 
of the side frames being folded inward 
upon the end frames, and the diagram d. 
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shows the position, taken by the parts when 
the side frames are nearly folded inward 
upon the base and end frames. When the 
basket is folded flat it takes the position 
shown in Fig. 2. In order to hold the 
basket in this flattened position, I provide 
a hook 36 which is formed of an angular 
piece of wire, one end of which extends be 
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45 neath the bar 14 of one of the side frames, extremities bent around the end members 
:11 and is then extended over to the longi 
tudinal brace bar 23 and is engaged with 
the wire 23 on each side of the cross bar 24, 
thus holding the cross bars or braces in 

50 proper rectangular relation to each other. 
J When the parts are folded as illustrated in 

Fig. 2, this hook engages over the adjacent 
member 30 as illustrated clearly in Fig. 2. 
The handle formed by the members 33 and 
34 is then pulled outward to the position 
shown in Fig.2 so that the device may be 
carried. . 
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While I have illustrated the ends of the 
wires forming the various frames as being 
intertwisted, it is obvious that they may be 
braced or otherwise connected, and it will 

, also be obvious that many minor changes 
in the details may be made without depart 
ing from the spirit of my invention. My 

65 device, is very convenient, compact, easily 
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and cheaply made, and is thoroughly effec 
tive in use. 
Having described the invention, what I 

claim is: 
1. A collapsible basket comprising a base 

frame, side frames and end frames, each of 
said frames being rectangular in form and 
made of wire, the side frames and end 
frames being operatively hinged to the base 
frame for movement into parallel or rec 
tangular relation thereto and to each other, 
means for locking the side and end frames 
in rectangular relation to each other and to 
the base frame, and a handle connected by 
a plurality of hinged links to the upper so 
side bars of the side frames. 

2. A collapsible basket comprising a base 
frame, side frames and end frames, each 
of said frames being rectangular in form 
and made of wire, the side frames and end st frames being operatively hinged to the base 
frame for movement into parallel or rec 
tangular relation thereto and to each other, 
means for locking the side and end frames 
in rectangular relation to each other and 
to the base frame, links hinged to the upper 
side bars of the side frames, a transversely 
extending handle, and links operatively 
hinged to the first-named links and to the 
handle. 

3. A collapsible basket comprising a rec: 
tangular base frame formed of wire and 
bent at its corners to provide eyes extend 
ing at right angles to the plane of the base 
frame, a rectangular side frame formed of 
Wire and providing upper and lower longi 
tudinally extending bars, the lower bar of 
each side frame being passed through the 
corresponding eyes on the base frame, the 
wire at the junction of the upper bar of 
each frame and the end bars thereof being 
bent to form eyes extending at right angles 
to the plane of the side in wire end 
frames rectangular in form having their 
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of the base frame, said end frames at their 
corners being provided with outwardly pro 
jecting loops forming tongues engageable 
in the eyes in the side frame, a handle, and 
a plurality of links between each end of 11 

per bar of the corre 
sponding side frame, the links being hing 
edly connected to each other. 

4. A collapsible basket formed of a base, 
side and end members adapted to be folded 120 
into parallel relation and into rectangular 
relation, a handle linked to the side frames, 
and an auxiliary handle operatively en 
gaged with the base frame and adapted to 
be shifted to be projected therefrom in the 125 
plane of the base frame. - 

5. A collapsible basket formed of a base, 
side and end members adapted to be folded 
into parallel relation and into rectangular 
relation, a handle linked to the side frames, 130 
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and an auxiliary handle operatively en 
gaged with the base frame and adapted to 
be shifted to be projected therefrom in the 
plane of the base frame, said handle hav 
ing legs extending transversely of the base 
frame and having sliding engagement 
therewith. 

6. A collapsible basket formed of a base, 
side and end wire frames, each of said 
frames being rectangular in form, the side 
and end frames being hinged to the base 
frame and adapted to be turned into right 
angular position thereto and to each other, 
a longitudinally extending brace on the base 
frame, a handle having linked engagement 
with the upper bars of the side frames, and 
an auxiliary handle U-shaped in form to 
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provide parallel legs, and a connecting 
member, the legs being bent to provide 
elongated loops embracing and having slid 
ing engagement with said longitudinally 
extending brace whereby the auxiliary 
handle may be shifted into position with 
its cross bar adjacent to one of the side bars 
of the base frame or may be shifted out 
ward to provide for carrying the base frame 
and to provide for carrying the basket when collapsed. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

WALTER, ROSS. 
Witnesses: 

C. C. LESLLE, 
SARAH. R. CHASE, 

20 

25 

30 


