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1. 

In living rooms a table, colloquially referred 
to as a “coffee table,' is arranged in front of 
the settee, and various articles, appropriate to 
the living room, are placed upon it within reach 
of those using the settee. The seat of the Settee 
is relatively low and the elevation of the table top 
is correspondingly low. Although the coffee table 
is used, in informal entertaining, for the Service 
of beverages, hors d'oeuvres and the like, it is 
not satisfactorily useful for the service of meals. 
This is for the reasons that the lowneSS of the 
table prevents those using the Settee from Sit 
ting in a normal and confortable upright posi 
tion during the neal and the area of the table 
is inadequate for dining table use. On the Other 
hand, it is frequently desirable that meals be 
Served in the living room where the only perma 
nent article of furniture available for Such use 
is the coffee table. 
The elevation of the seat of the settee or equiv 

alent piece of furniture is of the order of eigh 
teen inches and the elevation of the coffee table 
is usually of the order of fifteen inches. The 
Sta.Eldard coffee tables have tops of either oblong 
Or Square Outline. 
This invention relates to a mechanical adapta 

tion of standard coffee tables for meal service 
purposes and has for its objects (1) to enable 
the normal use of the coffee table, qua, coffee 
table; (2) to enable its use in association with 
the Settee for the consumption of meals with 
Substantially the Same convenience as a standard 
dining room table; and (3) to insure minimum 
Work and optimum convenience in “setting' the 
tableWare and in the removal of the tableWare 
When the neais have been eaten. 
The invention, generally Speaking, is a combi 

nation of Cooperating elements which includes 
the Standard coffee table, means associated with 
it for raising its top to an elevation convenient 
for the Consumption of meals by those sitting 
upon the Settee or upon chairs having seats of 
Settee height, and Serving trays, which may be 
called "meal adapters,' and, bearing the table 
Ware and Viands, may be carried from the 
kitchen, which increase the meal supporting 
area to an extent Suitable for at least more than 
tWO perSons, which in service positions have an 
articulated relation with the top of the table 
Such that there is no liability of displacement, 
and which may be instantly and effortlessly 
placed in and renoved from service positions. 

I have determined empirically that with a 
Standaird Settee having a seat at an elevation of 
eighteen inches a table for the consumption of 
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meals may have its top at an elevation of twenty 
Six inches. With the table top at such an eleva 
tion, those occupying the settee may sit in an 
erect position and eat as conveniently and com 
fortably as those seated at a standard dining 
room table, which has its top at an elevation of 
thirty inches. Those not occupying the settee 
may use chairs having seats at settee height, 
that is to Say at the same height as the seat of 
the Settee. The table, therefore, is equipped with 
appropriate means, such as foldable auxiliary 
legs, by which its top may be raised to the de 
sired height. The meal adapters are serving 
trays upon which the tableware and viands may 
be placed in the kitchen. These trays are pro 
vided on their under faces with projecting parts 
Which provide recesses to accommodate the un 
derlying portion of the table and which articu 
late the tray with the table in a manner such 
that there is no liability of displacement of the 
tray. This articulation of the trays with the 
table involves merely the placing of the trays 
Upon the table in an appropriate position. This 
is done virtually without effort. The articulating 
projecting parts are located suitably inward of 
the margins of the trays whereby the tray por 
tions projecting beyond them provide hand grips 
by means of which the trays may be carried from 
and to the kitchen and placed upon and removed 
from the table top and also whereby the trays in 
Cornibined relation will provide an appropriately 
large and uninterrupted area, for the support of 
the tableware and viands. When the meal has 
been consumed the trays, bearing the table 
Ware, are lifted without effort from the table 
top and returned to the kitchen after which the 
table is lowered to its normal height in which 
it is available for use as a standard coffee table. 
AS an example of an application of the inven 

tion let it be assumed that the top of the coffee 
table has an area of six feet by fourteen inches, 
and that the coffee table is associated with a 
Settee of appropriate length. In this instance 
the table will carry four meal adapters, each 
twenty inches Square which are symmetrically 
placed upon the top of the table and provide for 
the Support of tableware and viands an unin 
terrupted oblong surface twenty inches wide 
and eighty inches long. For the consumption 
of meals four persons may be seated very com 
fortably, two upon the settee and two upon settee 
height chairs at the ends of the table. 

erein the invention is disclosed in two forms, 
in One of which the table top is of oblong outline 
and in the other of which it is square. 
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In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a plan view of the adaptation in 

Which the table top is of oblong outline, this 
figure showing three of the metal adapters in 
full lines in adjoining relation and an end 
adapter in broken lines, the underlying portion 
of the top of the coffee table being shown in 
plan. 

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the adaptation 
shown in Figure 1. This figure conforms to Fig 
lure I in respect to ShOWing in full lines three 
meal adapters in adjoining relation and in 
broken lines an end adapter. 

Figure 3 is a bottom plan view of one of th9. 
adapters. 

Figure 4 is a plan view of the adaptation in 
which the table top is of square outline, this figure 
showing three of the meal adapters in full lines 
in adjoining relation and a fourth adapter in 
broken lines, the underlying portion of the 
top of the coffee table being shown in plan. 

Figure 5 is a detail fragmentary sectional view 
on line 5-5 of Figure 4. 

Figure 6 is a bottom plan view of any one of 
the adapters provided in the form shown in 
Figure 4. 

Referring to Figures 1 to 3: 
The coffee table is shown at and is of oblong 

outline, being provided with permanent legs 2, 
a pair at each end and preferably an intermedi 
ate pair by which it is supported at its normal 
elevation of approximately fifteen inches. Ac 
cording to the invention the coffee table is pro 
vided with means, normally not in use, whereby 
it may be Supported at an elevation appropriate 
for the Service and consumption of meals by 
those Occupying the adjacent Settee. This means 
may consist of auxiliary legs 3 located inwardly 
of the legs 2 and of Suitably greater length. The 
legs 3 are pivotally mounted, preferably at points 
adjacent the upper ends of the legs 2, and there 
by are foldably connected to the frame of the 
table in such a manner that they are normally 
held under and parallel to the top of the table 
l, as indicated by broken lines in Figure , in 
Substantially the same manner that the legs of 
a collapsible bridge table may be folded and held 
and that when their use is required they may be 
SWung down Ward into positions in which they 
are parallel to the legs 2 and normal to the 
table top as sufficiently shown in Figure 2. The 
additional length of the legs 3 as compared to 
the legs 2 results in the table top being held at 
an elevation, approximately twenty six inches, 
convenient for the consumption of meals by 
those occupying the settee. An important aspect 
of the utility of the invention is that the table 
i is available for serving more than two persons 
and for the use of the Settee by One or more of 
the persons served. The table is therefore 
made of a length appropriate for this purpose, 
a length of six feet being preferred whereby four 
persons may be seated at the table for the con 
Sumption of meals. 
The meal adapters are in the form of flat 

trays. In the example assumed the tables are of 
oblong outline. There are four trays 4, each 
twenty inches Square. The trays 4 are arranged 
Successively in adjoining relation, thereby to 
provide an uninterrupted surface for the sup 
port of tableware and viands which is adequate 
for four persons, two seated upon the settee and 
tWO Occupying settee height chairs at the ends 
tof the table. 
The trays 4 are provided on their underfaces 
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4 
with longitudinal rib-like projections 5 which are 
parallel to one another and to the side edges of 
the trays. The projections 5 delimit recesses 6 
in the form of channels and have a mutual Spac 
ing Sufficiently greater than the Width of the 
table (fourteen inches in the example assumed) 
to enable the trays to be conveniently placed 
from above upon the top of the table which has 
an easy fit with the recesses 6 with the projec 
tions 5 adjacent its outer side faces, the projec 
tions so articulating the trays with the table 
that there is no liability of displacement. The 
projections 5 are located inwardly of the side 
faces of the trays Whereby each tray has co 
planar portions 7 extending laterally beyond the 
projections to an extent Sufficient to enable them 
to be used as hand grips in carrying the tray 
to and from the table and in placing the t'ay 
upon and removing it from the table and also 
to an extent which Sufficiently accords With an 
area, appropriate for the support of tableWare 
and viands. In the example assumed the portions 
7 project to an extent of slightly less than three 
inches beyond the projections 5. 

In the use of the adaptation the coffee table 
f is first raised to the required elevation, as 
shown in Figure 2, by Swinging the legs 3 from 
their folded positions, to their vertical positions 
through the path indicated by the lines X of 
Figule 2. The Viands and tableWare are then 
placed upon the trays 4 in the kitchen and the 
trays are carried, one by one, to the raised table 
and fitted upon it in the manner above described 
and as sufficiently shown in Figures 1 and 2. 
When the meal has been consumed the trayS, 
bearing the tableware, are lifted from the table 
and carried back to the kitchen after which the 
legs 3 are folded to lower the table into its 
normal position for use as a coffee table. 

Referring to Figures 4 to 6: 
In this example the table is of Square out 

line and has the permanent legs 2 and the fold 
able legs 3. It is raised and lowered as above 
described. The trays 4d are of Square outline 
and are preferably twenty inches square as in 
the example previously described. The projec 
tions on the bottom of the trays are shown at 5d. 
and on each tray are provided as a pair in right 
angle relation, the projections delimiting receSSes 
6a, which accommodate the underlying portions 
of the table and have Open Sides 6b opposed to 
the projections 5d. The trays have co-planar 
portions Ta, which correspond functionally to 
the portions of the previous example and extend 
beyond the projections 5d to an extent of three 
inches, more or leSS. In this example the trays 
have a cornerwise articulaticn with the table, 
the right angle of the projectionS 5d of each tray 
conforming to the right angle at which adjacent 
edge faces of the trays meet and the projections 
abutting said edge faces when the trays are 
properly placed in service positions. The trays 
are fitted in service positions upon the table as 
Shown in Figure 4 from which it will be ap 
parent that there is no liability of displacement. 
As in the previous example the tableware and 
viands are placed upon the table in the kitchen 
and, the table having been first elevated, are 
brought to the table and placed in the positions 
described. At the completion of the meal the 
trays are removed from the table and, bearing 
the tableWare, are carried back to the kitchen. 

In this example two persons may occupy the 
Settee before two adjoining trays and two persons 
may sit at the opposite side of the table upon 
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settee height chairs before the other two trays 
id. 

In the foregoing description I have suggested 
With reference to trays Which carry a meal Serv 
ing for a single person that they be twenty inches 
Square. I have determined that these dimen 
Sions are in accord with the dimensions of the 
majority of coffee tables and also afford an in 
creased and ample uninterrupted Supporting 
area, for the Viands and tableware. It will, of 
Course, be understood that Within practical lin 
its coinsistent with the purpose of the invention 
departures from these dimensions may be made. 
While trays which carry a meal serving for a 
Single person will be preferable in the majority 
of instances it may be found desirable in cer 
tain instances to use trays which will carry meal 
servings for two people. For example, in the 
case of tables Such as shown in Figure 4 which 
Seat four people, two at opposite sides facing one 
another, the trays may be dimensioned for the 
Service of both persons at the same side of the 
table. In other words two double trays having 
the articulating projections and the hand grip 
portions may be used instead of four single trays. 

: claim: 
1. A coffee table and tray combination com 

prising a coffee table with a rectangular top, 
means to Support the coffee table at a normal 
height, normally concealed means operable to 
elevate the coffee table for meal serving pur 
poses to a height Compatible with the type of 
seating furniture used with a coffee table, a plu 
rality of rectangular individual meal serving 
trayS adapted to be placed upon the coffee table 
top in an edge abutting relationship to entirely 
encompass Said top with two edges of each tray 
extending beyond the margin of the top to pro 
vide hand grip portions for each tray, each of 
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said individual serving trays being of a size such 
that when they are assembled on the coffee table 
top they will conform to the configuration cf the 
table top with an equal width hand grip overlap 
margin, and guide stop means on the botton of 
each tray engageable for cooperation with an 
adjacent outer edge of the coffee table top to pre 
vent displacement of the trays when positioned 
On the coffee table top. 

2. A coffee table and tray combination com 
prising a Supporting frame having a square top, 
four removable square tray members supported 
by Said frame top to form when in place, a 
continuous Square table top, said table top being 
in Surface area, greater than said Square frame 
top, each of Said trays having guide stop means 
on the underSide thereof and in one corner 
thereof for cooperating With a respective corner 
of said frame top so as to centrally position said 
table top with respect to said frame top and to 
define a marginal area of constant width around 
the underside of Said table top, said guide top 
means formed at a right angle which angle ex 
tends in the same direction as that of said tray 
COe. 
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