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(57) Abstract: A packaging assembly
for a reconfigurable toy includes a
base component and a side component
movably connected to the base com-
ponent. The toy includes a main body
and an extendable member movably
connected to the main body. The toy is
recontigurable between a first config-
uration in which the extendable mem-
ber is retracted relative to the main
body and a second configuration in
which the extendable member is ex-
tended relative to the main body. The
main body of the toy is coupled to the
base component and the extendable
member of the toy is coupled to the
side component, so that the toy is re-
configurable between its first configu-
ration and its second configuration
while remaining coupled to the pack-
aging assembly.
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Expandable Packaging Assembly
Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a packaged toy, and in particular a packaged

reconfigurable toy that is reconfigurable while remaining coupled to its packaging assembly.
Background of the Invention

[0002] Conventional packaging assemblies, such as corrugated boxes, plastic bags and boxes,
backer boards, etc, typically enclose or protect the item being packaged for storage, transport
and/or point of purchase display. In addition to the basic function of providing protection and
convenient shipping and product handling assemblies for products, designers of toy
packaging expend great effort on making the packaging for toy products colorful, interesting,
eye-catching, informative, and entertaining. There is a need for a unique packaging assembly
for packaging a reconfigurable item that permits reconfiguration of the item while the item

remains coupled to the packaging assembly.
Summary of the Invention

[0003] The present invention relates to a packaged toy including a toy and a packaging
assembly. The toy has a main body and an extendable member movably connected to the
main body. The toy is reconfigurable betweén a first configuration in which the extendable
member is retracted relative to the main body and a second configuration in which the
extendable member is extended relative to the main body. The packaging assembly includes
a base component and at least one side component movably connected to the base
component. The main body of the toy is coupled to the base component and the extendable
member of the toy is coupled to the side component, so that the toy is reconfigurable between
its first configuration and its second configuration while remaining coupled to the packaging

assembly.
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[0004] In one embodiment, the base component of the packaging assembly has a generally L-
shaped configuration including a base and a backing extending upwardly therefrom. In some
implementations, the base component includes a pair of slots and the side component
includes a pair of clips, each of the clips being slidably retained within a corresponding one
of the slots. The side component of the packaging assembly is slidably coupled to the base

component of the packaging assembly.

[0005] In one embodiment, the extendable member of the toy is a first extendable member.
The toy includes a second extendable member movably connected to the main body, the
second extendable member being movable toward and away from the main body. In one
implementation, the side component of the packaging assembly is a first side component, and
the packaging assembly includes a second side component movably coupled to the base
component. The second extendable member of the toy is coupled to the second side
component so that the second extendable member of the toy is movable relative to the main

body of the toy while the toy remains coupled to the packaging assembly.

[0006] The present invention is also directed to a reconfigurable toy and packaging assembly.
The toy has a main body and opposing first and second end members movably coupled to the
main body. The first and second end members are mm‘/able between a retracted position and
an extended position relative to the main body. The packaging assembly includes a central
component and opposing first and second side components movably coupled to the central
component. The first side component is movable toward and away from the central
component in a first direction and an opposite second direction, and the second side
component is movable toward and away from the central component in a third direction and
an opposite fourth direction. The first end member of the toy is coupled to the first side

component and the second end member of the toy being coupled to the second side



WO 2011/136859 PCT/US2011/020484

component. The first and second end members are movable between the retracted and

extended positions while the toy remains coupled to the packaging assembly.

[0007] In one embodiment, the first direction is opposite the third direction. In another

embodiment, the first direction is substantially perpendicular to the third direction.

[0008] In one embodiment, the central component includes a first pair of slots disposed in a
first portion thereof and a second pair of slots disposed in a second portion thereof. The first
side component has a first pair of clips slidably retained within the first pair of slots, and the
second side component has a second pair of clips slidably retained within the second pair of
slots. In one implementation, each of the clips includes a stem extending through a
corresponding one of .the slots, and a flange that is slidable against a surface of the central

component.

[0009] In one embodiment, each of the first and second side components has a generally L-
shaped configuration including a base and a backing extending upwardly therefrom. Each
base is movably coupled to the centfal component. In one implementation, the base of the

first side component is substantially coplanar with the base of the second side component.

[0010] The present invention also relates to a packaged toy. A packaging assembly includes a
base portion, a first side portion, and a second side portion. The first side portion is movably
coupled to the base portion, and the second side portion is movably coupled to the base
portion. The base portion includes a first slot and a second slot formed therein. The first side
portion includes a coupler engaged with the first slot of the base portion to couple the first
side portion to the base portion. The second side portion includes a coupler engaged with the
second slot of the base portion to couple the second side portion to the base portion. A toy

includes a first body portion and a second body portion, the second body portion being
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movably coupled to the first body portion. The second body portion is coupled to and

movable with the second side portion of the packaging assembly.

[0011] In one embodiment, the toy includes a third body portion that is movably coupled to
the first body portion. The third body portion is coupled to and movable with the first side
portion of the packaging assembly. In one implementation, the first body portion is coupled

to the base portion of the packaging assembly.

[0012] In another embodiment, the first side portion is movable toward and away from the
base portion in a first direction and an opposite second direction, and the second side portion
1s movable toward and away from the base portion in a third direction and an opposite fourth
direction. In one embodiment, the first direction is substantially opposite to the third
direction. In another embodiment, the first direction is substantially perpendicular to the

third direction.
Brief Description of the Drawings

[0013] Figure 1 illustrates a schematic diagram of a reconfigurable toy and packaging
assembly according to an embodiment of the present invention and showing the toy and

packaging assembly in a retracted configuration;

[0014] Figure 2 illustrates a schematic diagram of the reconfigurable toy and packaging
assembly of Figure 1 and showing the toy and packaging assembly in an expanded

configuration;

[0015] Figure 3 illustrates a schematic diagram of a reconfigurable toy and packaging
assembly according to another embodiment of the present invention and showing the toy and

packaging assembly in a retracted configuration;

[0016] Figure 4 illustrates a schematic diagram of the reconfigurable toy and packaging

assembly of Figure 3 showing the toy and packaging assembly in an expanded configuration;

4.
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[0017] Figure S illustrates a schematic diagram of a reconfigurable toy and packaging
assembly according to another embodiment of the present invention and showing the toy and

packaging assembly in a retracted configuration;

[0018] Figure 6 illustrates a schematic diagram of the reconfigurable toy and packaging
assembly of Figure 5 and showing the toy and packaging assembly in an expanded

configuration;

[0019] Figure 7 illustrates a front perspective view of a packaging assembly according to
another embodiment of the present invention and showing the packaging assembly in a

retracted configuration;

[0020] Figure 8 illustrates another front perspective view of the packaging assembly of Figure

7 and showing the packaging assembly in an expanded configuration;

[0021] Figure 9 illustrates an exploded perspective assembly view of the packaging assembly

of Figure 7,

[0022] Figure 10 illustrates a side elevational view of a base portion of the packaging

assembly of Figure 7;

[0023] Figure 11 illustrates a side elevational view of a side portion of the packaging

assembly of Figure 7,
[0024] Figure 12 illustrates a side sectional view of the packaging assembly of Figure 7;
[0025] Figure 13 illustrates a bottom perspective view of the packaging assembly of Figure 7;

[0026] Figure 14 illustrates a sectional view of a portion of the packaging assembly of Figure

7 showing a side portion coupled to the base portion via a coupler;

[0027] Figure 15 illustrates a fragmentary perspective view of a portion of the packaging

assembly of Figure 7 showing an exploded view of a coupler;
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[0028] Figure 16 illustrates a front perspective view of the packaging assembly of Figure 7
and a reconfigurable toy and showing the packaging assembly and toy in a retracted

configuration;

[0029] Figure 17 illustrates another front perspective view of the packaging assembly and toy

of Figure 16 and showing the packaging assembly and toy in an expanded configuration;

[0030] Figure 18 illustrates a front perspective view of the packaging assembly of Figure 7
and a reconfigurable toy according to another embodiment, showing the packaging assembly

and the toy in a retracted configuration; and

[0031] Figure 19 illustrates another front perspective view of the packaging assembly and toy

of Figure 18 and showing the packaging assembly and toy in an expanded configuration.

[0032] Like reference numerals have been used to identify like elements throughout this

disclosure.
Detailed Description of the Invention

[0033] It is to be understood that terms such as “left,” “right,” “top,” “bottom,” “front,”

2% 46 b1

“rear,” “side,” “height,” “length,” “width,” “upper,” “lower,” “interior,” “exterior,” “inner,”
“outer,” “vertical,” “horizontal,” and the like as may be used herein, merely describe points
or portions of reference and do not limit the present invention to any particular orientation or
configuration. Further, terms such as “first,” “second,” “third,” etc., merely identify one of a

number of portions, components and/or points of reference as disclosed herein, and do not

limit the present invention to any particular configuration or orientation.

[0034] Figures 1 and 2 illustrate schematic diagrams of a reconfigurable toy T1 and
packaging assembly Al according to an embodiment of the present invention. The toy T1
has a main body 10 and an extendable member 12 movably connected to the main body 10.

The extendable member 12 is movable toward and away from the main body 10 in opposite

-6 -



WO 2011/136859 PCT/US2011/020484

directions d1, d2. The toy T1 is reconfigurable between a first configuration C1 (shown in
Figure 1) in which the extendable member 12 is retracted relative to the main body 10 and a
second configuration C2 (shown in Figure 2) in which the extendable member 12 is extended

relative to the main body 10.

[0035] The packaging assembly A1 includes a base component 20 and at least one side
component 22 movably connected to the base component 20. The main body 10 of the toy
T1 1s coupled to the base component 20 and the extendable member 12 of the toy T1 is
coupled to the side component 22. Thus, the toy T1 is reconfigurable between its first
configuration C1 and its second configuration C2 while remaining coupled to the packaging

assembly Al.

[0036] Figures 3 and 4 illustrate schematic diagrams of a reconfigurable toy T2 and a
packaging assembly A2 according to another embodiment. The toy T2 includes a main body
40 and opposing first and second end members 42, 44 movably coupled to the main body 40.
The first and second end members 42, 44 are movable between a retracted position C3
(shown in Figure 3) and an extended position C4 (shown in Figure 4) relative to the main

body 40.

[0037] The packaging assembly A2 includes a central component 50 and opposing first and
second side components 52, 54 movably coupled to the central component 50. The first side
component 52 is movable toward and away from the central component 50 in direction d1
and opposite direction d2. The second side component 54 is movable toward and away from
the central component 50 in a direction d3 and an opposite direction d4. In one embodiment,

direction d1 is opposite direction d3, and direction d2 is opposite direction d4.

[0038] The first end member 42 of the toy T2 is coupled to the first side component 52 of the

packaging assembly A2, and the second end member 44 is coupled to the second side



WO 2011/136859 PCT/US2011/020484

component 54. The first and second end members 42, 44 of the toy T2 are movable between
the retracted position C3 and the extended position C4 while the toy T2 remains coupled to

the packaging assembly A2.

[0039] Figures 5 and 6 illustrate schematic diagrams of a reconfigurable toy T3 and a
packaging assembly A3 according to another embodiment. The toy T3 includes a main body
70 and first and second side members 72, 74 movably coupled to the main body 70. The first
and second side members 72, 74 are movable between a retracted position C5 (shown in

Figure 5) and an extended position C6 (shown in Figure 6) relative to the main body 70.

[0040] The packaging assembly A3 includes a central component 80 and first and second side
components 82, 84 movably coupled to the central component 80. The first side component
82 is movable toward and away from the central component 80 in direction d3 and an
opposite direction d4. The second side component 84 is movable toward and away from the
central component 80 in a direction d5 and an opposite direction d6. In one embodiment,

directions d3, d4 are substantially perpendicular to directions d5, d6.

[0041] The first side member 72 of the toy T3 is coupled to the first side component 82 of the
packaging assembly A3, and the second side member 74 is coupled to the second side
component 84. The first and second side members 72, 74 of the toy T3 are movable between
the retracted position C5 and the extended position C6 while the toy T3 remains coupled to

the packaging assembly A3.

[0042] A packaging assembly A4 according to another embodiment is illustrated in Figures 7
and 8. The packaging assembly A4 includes a base portion 100, a side portion 200, and
another side portion 300. The side portion 200 is coupled to the base portion 100 and
movable away from the base portion 100 from a retracted configuration C7 (shown in Figure

7) to an expanded configuration C8 (shown in Figure 8) in a direction d7, and movable
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toward the base portion 100 from the expanded configuration C8 to the retracted
configuration C7 in a direction d8 opposite direction d7. Similarly, the other side portion 300
is coupled to the base portion 100 and movable away from the base portion 100 from the
retracted configuration C7 to the expanded configuration C8 in a direction d9, and movable
toward the base portion 100 from the expanded configuration C8 to the retracted
configuration C7 in a direction d10 opposite direction d9. In one embodiment, direction d7 is

opposite direction d9, and direction d8 is opposite direction d10.

[0043] Referring to Figures 9 and 10, the base portion 100 has a generally L-shaped
configuration including a base 102 and a backing 104 extending upwardly therefrom. The
base 102 includes an outer surface 106 and opposing inner surface 108, a front edge 110 and
opposing back edge 112, and opposing side edges 114, 116. The backing 104 extends
upwardly from or proximate to the back edge 112. In some embodiments, a front wall 118
extends downwardly from or proximate to the front edge 110, and a back wall 120 extends
downwardly from or proximate to the back edge 112. The back wall 120 may be integral
with, defined by and/or substantially coplanar with a portion of the backing 104, as shown in

Figure 10.

[0044] The base 102 defines a pair of slots 122, 124 and another pair of slots 126, 128. In one
embodiment, slots 122, 124, 126, 128 extend substantially parallel to the front edge 110
(and/or the back edge 112) and substantially perpendicular to the side edge 114 (and/or the
side edge 116). In addition, slot 122 may be substantially collinear with slot 126, and slot

124 may be substantially collinear with slot 128.

[0045] Referring to Figures 9 and 11, the side portion 200 also has a generally L-shaped
configuration including a base 202 and a backing 204 extending upwardly therefrom. The
base 202 includes an outer surface 206 and an opposing inner surface 208, a front edge 210

and opposing back edge 212, and opposing side edges 214, 216. The backing 204 extends

-9.
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upwardly from or proximate to the back edge 212. In some embodiments, a front wall 218
extends downwardly from or proximate to the front edge 210. The base 202 defines a pair of

openings 220, 222,

[0046] In one embodiment, the backing 204 includes a section 204a extending upwardly from
and connected to the back edge 212, and another section 204b spaced from and parallel to
section 204a, as shown in Figure 11. Sections 204a, 204b define a cavity 224 therebetween.
A back wall 226 is integral with, defined by and/or substantially coplanar with a portion of
section 204b. A bottom section 228 extends between and interconnects the front wall 218
and the back wall 226. Another space or cavity 230 is defined between the inner surface 208
of the base 202 and the bottom section 228, and is in communication with cavity 224 of the

backing 204.

[0047] Referring to Figure 12, cavity 224 is configured to receive the backing 104 and cavity
230 is configured to receive the base 102. Thus, the side portion 200 encases a portion the

base portion 100, which is slidably received within cavities 224, 230.

[0048] Referring to Figures 9 and 13, side portion 300 may likewise have a generally L-
shaped configuration including a base 302 and a backing 304 extending upwardly therefrom.
The base 302 includes an outer surface and an opposing inner surface (similar to opposing
surfaces 206, 208 shown in Figure 11), a front edge 310 and opposing back edge 312, and
opposing side edges 314, 316. The backing 304 extends upwardly from or proximate to the
back edge 312. In some embodiments, a front wall 318 extends downwardly from or

proximate to the front edge 310. The base 302 defines a pair of openings 320, 322.

[0049] Further, side portion 300 may have a shell-like configuration for encasing a portion of
the base portion 100 (similar to the configuration of side portion 200 and as shown in Figure

11). The backing 304 includes a section 304a extending upwardly from and connected to the

-10 -
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back edge 312, and another section 304b spaced from and parallel to section 304a. Sections
304a, 304b define a cavity 324 therebetween . A back wall 326 is integral with or defined by
a portion of section 304b. A bottom section 328 extends between and interconnects the front
wall 318 of the base 302 and the back wall 326. Another space or cavity 330 is defined
between the inner surface of the base 302 and the bottom section 328, and is in
communication with the cavity 324 of the backing 304. Cavity 324 is configured to receive
backing 104 of the base portion 100, and cavity 330 is configured to receive base 102, as

shown in Figure 13.

[0050] Each of the side portions 200, 300 are slidably coupled to the base portion 100 and
movable away from each other in opposite directions, from the retracted configuration C7
(shown in Figure 7) to an expanded configuration C8 (shown in Figure 8) in directions d7,
d9, respectively. Each of the side portions 200, 300 are then slidably movable toward each
other from the expanded configuration C8 back to the retracted configuration C7 in directions
d8, d10, respectively. In one embodiment, the base 202 of side portion 200 is movable along
a plane substantially coplanar with the plane along which the base 302 of side portion 300 is

movable.

[0051] Referring again to Figure 9, the side portion 200 is coupled to the base portion 100 so
that the inner surface 208 of the base 202 is aligned with and/or abuts the outer surface 106 of
the base 102. The backing 104 is disposed within cavity 224 and is aligned with and/or abuts
section 204a of the backing 204. When the side portion 200 is coupled to and aligned with
the base portion 100, opening 220 is aligned with slot 122 and opening 222 is aligned with
slot 124. The side portion 200 is slidably secured to the base portion 100 via one or more

clips or couplers 400, described in further detail below.

[0052] Similarly, the side portion 300 is coupled to the base portion 100 so that the inner

surface of the base 302 is aligned with and/or abuts the outer surface 106 of the base 102.

-11 -
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The backing 104 is disposed within cavity 324 and is aligned with and/or abuts section 304a
of the backing 304. When the side portion 300 is coupled to and aligned with the base
portion 100, opening 320 is aligned with slot 126 and opening 322 is aligned with slot 128.
The side portion 300 is slidably secured to the base portion 100 via one or more clips or

couplers 400.

[0053] Referring to Figure 14, each coupler 400 includes a head 402, a stem 404 received in
and extending through a corresponding one of the openings 220, 222, 320, 322 (illustrating
opening 220 in Figure 14) and the correspondingly aligned one of the slots 122, 124, 126,
128 (illustrating slot 122), and a flange 406 coupled to or integral with a distal end 408 of the
stem 404. The flange 406 is abuts and is slidable against the inner surface 108 of the base

102, as shown in Figure 15.

[0054] The head 402 of each coupler 400 has a diameter greater than the diameter of the
corresponding opening 220, 222, 320, 322. As such, the coupler 400 is retained égainst the
outer surfaces (e.g. outer surface 206) of the bases 202, 302 of the side portions 200, 300.
Further, each coupler 400 is slidably retained within a corresponding one of the slots 122,
124, 126, 128 given the diameter of its flange 406 is greater than the width of the
corresponding one of the slots 122, 124, 126, 128. However, the length of each of the slots
122, 124, 126, 128 is substantially greater than the diameter of the stem 404 of each coupler
400. Thus, the couplers 400 are slidably movable along the corresponding slots 122, 124,
126, 128, so that the side portions 200, 300 are slidably movable relative to the base portion

100.

[0055] Given side portion 200 and side portion 300 are independently coupled to the base
portion 100 via couplers 400, side portion 200 is movable toward and away from the base
portion 100 (and toward and away from side portion 300) in directions d7, d8 independent of

any movement by side portion 300. Accordingly, side portion 300 is movable toward and
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away from the base portion 100 (and toward and away from side portion 200) in directions

d9, d10 independent of any movement by side portion 200.

[0056] A reconfigurable toy T4 coupled to packaging assembly A4 is illustrated in Figures 16
and 17. Toy T4 includes a main body 500, an extendable member 502 movably coupled to
the main body 500, and another extendable member 504 movably coupled to the main body
500. The extendable members 502, 504 are movable between a retracted position C9 (shown
in Figure 16) and an extended position C10 (shown in Figure 17) toward and away from the

main body 500.

[0057] Extension member 502 of the toy T4 is coupled to the base 202 and/or the backing 204
of side portion 200 of packaging assembly A4. Extension member 504 is coupled to the base
302 and/or the backing 304 of side portion 300. The extendable members 502, 504 of the toy
T4 are movable between the retracted position C9 and the extended position C10 while the
toy T4 remains coupled to the packaging assembly A4, given side portions 200, 300 are

slidably movable relative to the base portion 100, as described above.

[0058] In one embodiment, the main body 500 is coupled to the base 102 and/or the backing
104 of the base portion 100 of the packaging assembly A4. In this way, the main body 500
remains in a relatively fixed position relative to the base portion 100 even when extension
member 502 and/or extension member 504 are slidably moved toward and away from the

main body 500.

[0059] A reconfigurable toy T5 according to another embodiment and coupled to packaging
assembly A4 is illustrated in Figures 18 and 19. Toy TS5 includes a central portion 600, an
extendable member 602 movably coupled to the central portion 600, and another extendable
member 604 movably coupled to the central portion 600. The extendable members 602, 604

are movable between a retracted position C11 (shown in Figure 18) and an extended position

-13 -
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C12 (shown in Figure 19) toward and away from the central portion 600, and toward and
away from each other. In one embodiment, the central portion 600 is smaller than the
extendable members 602, 604, and fits within cavities defined by the extendable members

602, 604 when in the retracted position C11.

[0060] In one embodiment, extension member 602 of the toy T5 is coupled to the base 202
and/or the backing 204 of side portion 200 of packaging assembly A4. Extension member
604 is coupled to the base 302 and/or the backing 304 of side portion 300. The extendable
members 602, 604 of the toy T5 are movable between the retracted position C11 and the
extended position C12 while the toy T5 remains coupled to the packaging assembly A4,
given side portions 200, 300 are slidably movable relative to the base portion 100, as

described above.

[0061] In one embodiment, the central portion 600 is coupled to the base 102 and/or the
backing 104 of the base portion 100 of the packaging assembly A4. In this way, the central
portion 600 remains in a relatively fixed position relative to the base portion 100 even when
extension member 602 and/or extension member 604 are slidably moved toward and away

from the central portion 600.

[0062] Thus, the extendable members 602, 604 are expandable to reveal the central portion
600. In some embodiments, the central portion 600 is a portion of an expandable toy. In
other embodiments, the central portion 600 is additional packaging material, and extendable
members 602, 604 are separate, non-reconfigurable toys. In either case, the expansion of the
packaging assembly A4 and/or expansion of the toy T5 may reveal hidden graphics and/or
messages, which are otherwise hidden from view when the packaging assembly A4 and/or

the toy(s) are in their retracted positions.
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[0063] Although the packaging assemblies disclosed herein are sometimes described as
including “end portions” or “side portions,” it should be understood that such terms do not
limit the disclosed embodiments to any particular configuration or orientation. For example,
the disclosed packaging assemblies and/or reconfigurable toys may be oriented so that they
extend outwardly from a front edge and/or a rear edge of the packaging. Thus, the depth of
the packaging and/or of the toy (compared to the width and relative to a consumer positioned
in front of or behind the packaging) may be increased or decreased as the packaging

assembly and reconfigurable toy is expanded or retracted.

[0064] The packaging assemblies A1-A4 disclosed herein permit reconfiguration of a toy
(e.g. toys T1-T5) while the toy remains coupled to its packaging assembly. Such a feature
allows such a reconfigurable toy to be displayed and supported, such as at point of purchase,
while also allowing and encouraging a potenﬁal purchaser to try the product without
removing it from its packaging. Thus, the disclosed packaging assemblies provide a “try-me”

feature for uniquely reconfigurable toys.

[0065] The disclosed packaging assemblies A1-A4 may be formed from corrugated material,
which is appropriate for many applications. Alternatively, the packaging assemblies A1-A4
may be formed from another material, such as plastic, wood, wood composite, metal, etc.
Portions or members of a reconfigurable toy may be secured to a corresponding portion or
member of the packaging assembly via wire, cord, bands, clips, or some other appropriate

fastener mechanism.

[0066] Although the disclosed inventions are illustrated and described herein as embodied in
one or more specific examples, it is nevertheless not intended to be limited to the details
shown, since various modifications and structural changes may be made therein without
departing from the scope of the inventions and within the scope and range of equivalents of

the claims. In addition, various features from one of the embodiments may be incorporated
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into another of the embodiments. Accordingly, it is appropriate that the appended claims be
construed broadly and in a manner consistent with the scope of the disclosure as set forth in

the following claims.
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What is claimed is:
1. A packaged toy, comprising:

a toy having a main body and an extendable member movably connected to the main
body, the toy being reconfigurable between a first configuration in which the extendable
member is retracted relative to the main body and a second configuration in which the
extendable member is extended relative to the main body; and

a packaging assembly including a base component and at least one side component
movably connected to the base component, the main body of the toy being coupled to the
base component and the extendable member of the toy being coupled to the side component
so that the toy is reconfigurable between its first configuration and its second configuration

while remaining coupled to the packaging assembly.

2. The packaged toy of claim 1, wherein the side component of the packaging assembly

is slidably coupled to the base component of the packaging assembly.

3. The packaged toy of claim 1, wherein the base component has a generally L-shaped

configuration including a base and a backing extending upwardly therefrom.
4. The packaged toy of claim 1, wherein the base component includes a pair of slots and

the side component includes a pair of clips, each of the clips being slidably retained within a

corresponding one of the slots.
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5. The packaged toy of claim 1, wherein the extendable member of the toy is a first
extendable member and the toy includes a second extendable member movably connected to
the main body, the second extendable member being movable toward and away from the

main body.

6. The packaged toy of claim 5, wherein the side component of the packaging assembly
1s a first side component and the packaging assembly includes a second side component
movably coupled to the base component, the second extendable member of the toy being
coupled to the second side component so that the second extendable member of the toy is
movable relative to the main body of the toy while the toy remains coupled to the packaging

assembly.

7. A reconfigurable toy and packaging assembly, comprising:

a toy having a main body and opposing first and second end members movably
coupled to the main body, the first and second end members being movable between a
retracted position and an extended position relative to the main body; and

a packaging assembly including a central component and opposing first and second
side components movably coupled to the central component, the first side component being
movable toward and away from the central component in a first direction and an opposite
second direction, and the second side component being movable toward and away from the
central component in a third direction and an opposite fourth direction, the first end member
of the toy being coupled to the first side component and the second end member of the toy
being coupled to the second side component so that the first and second end members are
movable between the retracted and extended positions while the toy remains coupled to the

packaging assembly.
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8. The reconfigurable toy and packaging assembly of claim 7, wherein the first direction

is opposite the third direction.

9. The reconfigurable toy and packaging assembly of claim 7, wherein the first direction

is substantially perpendicular to the third direction.

10.  The reconfigurable toy and packaging assembly of claim 7, wherein the central
component includes a first pair of slots disposed in a first portion thereof and a second pair of
slots disposed in a second portion thereof, the first side component has a first pair of clips
slidably retained within the first pair of slots, and the second side component has a second

pair of clips slidably retained within the second pair of slots.

11.  The reconfigurable toy and packaging assembly of claim 10, wherein each of the clips
includes a stem extending through a corresponding one of the slots, and a flange that is

slidable against a surface of the central component.

12.  The reconfigurable toy and packaging assembly of claim 7, wherein each of the first
and second side components has a generally L-shaped configuration including a base and a

backing extending upwardly therefrom, each base movably coupled to the central component.

13.  The reconfigurable toy and packaging assembly of claim 7, wherein each of the first

and second side components includes a base, and the base of the first side component is

substantially coplanar with the base of the second side component.
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14. A packaged toy, comprising:

a packaging assembly including a base portion, a first side portion, and a second side
portion, the first side portion being movably coupled to the base portion, the second side
portion being movably coupled to the base portion, the base portion including a first slot and
a second slot formed therein, the first side portion including a coupler engaged with the first
slot of the base portion to couple the first side portion to the base portion, and the second side
portion including a coupler engaged with the second slot of the base portion to couple the
second side portion to the base portion; and

a toy including a first body portion and a second body portion, the second body
portion being movably coupled to the first body portion, the second body portion being

coupled to and movable with the second side portion of the packaging assembly.

15.  The packaged toy of claim 14, wherein each of the base portion, the first side portion,

and the second side portion is generally L-shaped.

16.  The packaged toy of claim 14, wherein the toy includes a third body portion that is

movably coupled to the first body portion, the third body portion being coupled to and

movable with the first side portion of the packaging assembly.

17.  The packaged toy of claim 16, wherein the first side portion and the second side

portion are movable toward and away from each other in opposite directions.

18.  The packaged toy of claim 16, wherein the first side portion is movable toward and

away from the base portion in a first direction and an opposite second direction, and the
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second side portion is movable toward and away from the base portion in a third direction

and an opposite fourth direction.

19.  The packaged toy of claim 18, wherein the first direction is substantially

perpendicular to the third direction.

20.  The packaged toy of claim 14, wherein the first body portion is coupled to the base

portion of the packaging assembly.
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