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UNITED STATES

-Patented May 81, 1904. ’

PATENT OFFICE

. WILLIAM M. TEETER, OF CRIPPLECREEK,; COLORADO. -

"_BALLOT#Box.

SPECIFICATION formlng part of Letters Patent No, 761, 338 dated Ma,y 31, 1904.

Application filed Aprll 30, 1903

To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, Wrrriam M. TerTER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Crip-
plecreek, in the county of Teller and State of
Colorado, have invented a new and useful Bal-
lot-Box, of which the followmor is a spemhca—
tion.

My invention is an 1mprovement in ballot-
boxes, and is designed to furnish a box of this
description especmlly adapted- for the use of
lodges,clubs, secret societies, and other organi-

zations where a secret ballot is taken in the-

election of members and transaction of other
matters of business of the organization..

My invention consists of the novel features
of construction and combination of parts de-
scribed hereinafter, and partlcularly pointed
out in the claims.

In the drawings formmcv a part of this speci-
fication, qure 1 is a perspective view of my
dev1ce complete and in position for use. - Fig.

2-is a longitudinal vertical section throudh
same, the clock mechanism being: shown in

élevation: . Fig. 3 is-a transverse sectlon about
on. the line 8 3 of Fig. 2. Tig. 4 is a trans-

" verse section on the line 4 4 of FIO" 2, the bell

and clock mechanism being shown in eleva-
tion. Fig. 5 is a detail perspective view of a
portion of my device, the parts being in their
normal position. Fig. 6 is a s1m11ar view

‘showing the pos1t1on of the parts when the

ballot, is being deposited. Fig. 7 is a detail
perspective view of a partof Fig. 5 detached.

In the embodiment-of my invention I con-
struct a casing A of any preferred size and
shape. In the upper part of one end of the
casing is formed a circular opening A’ of suf-
ficient size to permit the introduction of a
hand into the interior of the casing.

B’, opening at opposite sides or ends of the
casing. The interior of the casing is divided
into two chambers by a vertical partition A’
one of the drawers being arranged in each
chamber and the opening A’ giving commu-
nication with the chamber in which slides the
drawer B. The rear wall B? of the drawer
B’ is upwardly and rearwardly inclined and

" extends rearwardly to and abuts against the

50

partition A% An opening A’ is formed in

- wall of the box..

The
casing is also provided with drawers B and

Serial No. 155 077, (No model )

the partition adjacent the abutting edge of
the wall B? and this opening is normally
closed by a door A%, sliding in cru1de—ﬁan0*es
A’. A smaller openlnw Alis formed in the
partition above the opening A®and above the
door A%, and also in the same. chamber with
and above the drawer B is a box C, secured
to the partition, the latter forming the rear
This box and its parts are
shown in detail in Figs. 5, 6, and 7, to. which
reference is had. Shdln(r in this box is a
carrier C', open at the rear and partially cut
away at the top, as shown at C>. - A push-rod
(?extendsthrough one end of the box, having
aknob or button on its outer énd, and at its in-

ner end itis connected to the carrier. Anopen-

ing C*is formed in the top of the box adjacent
the push-rod end and is surrounded by a fun-
nel-shaped flange C°. A spring ("is arranged
within the box and bears at one end against
the end of the box and at the opposite end
against the carrier, normally projecting the
push-rod. outwardly and holding the carrier
beneath the opemn@ C*, with which the cut-
out portion C*registers.. Thecarrier hasan in-
clined bottom C7 ‘the lower rear edge of which
reorlsters with the lower portion of the open-
ing A® when the rod C*is forced inward. A
aownwardls -inclined spout D is secured on
the opposite side of the partition A? the tip-
perend of the spout fitting over the opening A",

A clock mechanism E is arranged within
the casing above the drawer B, resting on a
horizontal sliding partition '. A trigger E?
extends inwardly from the clock mechanism
and extends into the plane of the discharge
end of the spout D.

The oper ation of and mode of using my de-
vice is as follows: A plurality of balls and
cubes, the latter having the corners slightly
cut away, are placed in the drawer B and
may, if desired, be further distinguished by
colors—for example, the balls being red and
the cubes black.  Before the voting com-
mences. the drawer B’ may be withdrawn and
exhibited, thus proving that there are neither
balls nor cubes in that drawer. Any signifi-
cance desired can be attached to the balls and
cubes. The voters pass one hand through
the opening A’ and pick up either a ball or
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cube and deposit same through the funnel C?
into the carrier C'. The push-rod is then
pressed inward and the receptacle sliding into
alinement with the opening A°theball or cube
falls out through the spout D, striking and de-
pressing the trigger E° and then falling into
thedrawer B’. When thetriggerisdepressed,
the clock mechanism is actuated and the bell
is sounded, thusnotifying others in the room
that a vote had been cast. As thecarrier will
hold but one ball or cube at a time, the simnl-
taneous depositing of two in the drawer E'is
prevented. . When the ballots have heen cast,
they can be inspected by opening the drawer
B’, and when counted the drawer can be put
back in place, the sliding door A*raised, and
by tilting the casing the ballots in the drawer
B' will fall through the opening A® and into
the drawer B. The edges of the opening A’
are bent over and rounded, as shown at A', so
as to prevent injury to the hand. Should any
error be made in taking the ballot, the sliding
door can be opened and the ballot allowed to

drop back into the drawer B without being’

seen by any one present, and the balloting can
be resumed.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A ballot-box comprising a casing divided
into two chambers, said casing being open at
one end, ballots adapted to be distingaished
by the sense of touch in the chamber adjacent
the open end, a chute adapted to discharge
one ballot at a time into the other chamber,
and means for giving an audible signal when
a ballot is so discharged.

2. A ballot-box comprising a casing divided
into two compartments, a chute adapted to
convey a ballot from one compartment to the
other, and a carrier adapted to contain but
one ballot at a time to discharge same into
chute.

3. 'A ballot-box comprising a casing, a par-
tition in said casing having an elongated open-
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ing and a smalleropening above the clongated
opening, a slide adapted to close the elongated
opening, a box arranged above the slide and
adjacent the smaller opening, and an upwardly
and laterally open carrier sliding in said box
and adapted to aline with the smaller opening.

4. A Dballot-box comprising a casing open
at one end and divided by a vertical transverse
partition said partition having two openings
one above the other, means for normally clos-
ing the lower opening a box arranged adja-
cent and having communication with the up-
per opening, said box being upwardly open
adjacent one end, a carrier normally held at
said end, means for sliding the carrier to the op-
posite end of the box and into registry with the
upper opening, and means for discharging the
contents of the carrier through said opening.

5. In a device of the kind deseribed, a cas-
ing having an opening at one end, a central
partition dividing the casing into two cham-
bers, a box arranged on one side of the parti-
tion, the latter forming one wall of the box
and having an opening therein, a discharge-
spout arranged on the opposite side of the
partition, its upper end registering with the
opening therein, a carrier sliding in the box
and discharging through the spout and an
alarm adapted to give an audible signal at
each discharge.

6. A ballot-box comprising a casing open
at one end, drawers arranged in each end of
the casing, a transverse vertical partition sep-
arating said drawers, said partition having an
opening adjacent the drawers, a slide closing
said opening, the rear wall of one of said draw-
ers being upwardly inclined toward said open-
ing, a carrier arranged in the open end of the
casing and adapted to deposit a ballot in the
opposite end and means for sounding an alarm
as each ballot is deposited.

W. M. TEETER.

Witnesses:

© R. 1. KavaNacH,
AxprEw Haves.
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