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This invention relates to golf clubs, and more 
particularly to a club designed for use in prac 
ticing the game of golf to facilitate the develop 
inent of a SImooth back swing and body turn, and 
the delayed application of the “right-hand' 
punch on the “down' swing until the moment of 
impact. 
One object of this invention is to provide a golf 

Club of the above nature having a gripping sec 
tion for the player's right hand which will become 
displaced or detached if force is applied to the 
club in making the stroke without the proper 
rhythm. 
A furthel' object is to provide a practice golf 

club, the use of which will train the left arm and 
hand of the player to assume control of the club 
in order to produce a perfect golf Swing. 
A further object is to provide a club of the 

above nature Which Will prevent the right, hand 
fron dominatiig and Spoiling the Swing. 
A further object is to provide a club of the above 

nature in which the detachable section of the 
handle may be prevented from displacement 
merely by the impact of the ball on the club face. 
A further object is to provide a club of the 

above nature which will be simple in construction, 
inexpensive to manufacture, easy to manipulate, 
compact, Ornamental in appearance, and very 
efficient and durable in use. 
With these and other objects in view there 

has been illustrated on the accompanying draw 
ing, one for in in Which this invention may be 
conveniently embodied in practice. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 represents a side view in elevation of the 

improved practice golf club. 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged longitudinal fragmentary 

Sectional View taken through the handle portion 
Of the Same. 

Fig. 3 is a transverse Sectional view taken 
through the handle portion along the line, 3-3 
of Fig. , showing the stop ring in 'unlocked' 
position. m 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 showing the 
stop ring in “locked' position. 

Fig. 5 is a detail perspective view of the stop 
ring on an enlarged scale. 

50 
Fig. 6 is a detail perspective view of an adjust 

able attachment clip Which may be applied to the 
club for preventing the detachable handle from 
being accidentally detached when carried around 

55. 

in a golf bag. 
Fig. 7 is a fragmentary view of the club show 

ing the clip in operating position. 
This invention is an improvement over that 

(CI. 273-81) 
disclosed in a previous application by the same 
inventor, Serial No. 658,110, filed February 23, 
933. 
In learning to play golf, the beginner, usually 

attempts to strike the ball With his club dominated 
by his right hand, the result being that his stroke 
lacks the proper rhythm and SmoothneSS. The 
purpose of the present invention is to cause the 
club handle to become displaced or 'break' during 
the stroke unless the club is swung properly under 
the control of the left hand. By means of this 
simple and positive indication, the player is en 
abled to quickly learn the proper method of 
Swinging the club with the minimum of assistance 
from an instructor. 

Referring now to the drawing in which like 
reference numerals denote corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, the numeral ?o in 
dicates a slightly tapered tubular shaft of steel, 
or other suitable material, having a head if alf 
fixed to the lower end thereof. The Shaft. O of 
the present invention differs from the ordinary 
golf club shaft by forming the handle in two sec 
tions 2 and 3, the lower section f3 being de 
tachable. . 
The upper handle section. 2 is adapted to be 

rigidly held in allinement with the shaft. O. by 
means of a laterally offset tubular brace men 
ber 4 arranged parallel with the handle section 
2 and shaft O. The brace member 4 is con 
nected integrally with the upper gripping section. 
2 by a loop section 5. The lower end 6 of the 

brace member is inclined forwardly and has a 
rigid connection. With the upper end of the shaft 
f0, as by a welded point 6a. The brace member 
4 is Spaced sufficiently from the handle sections 
2 and 3 so as not to interfere with the free 

action of the player's hands in Swinging the club. 
The upper handle section 2 and the lower 

detachable Section 3 are preferably covered with 
the usual leather windings 7 and 8 respectively, 
but it will be understood that other soft gripping 
materials may be employed if desired. 
In order to permit the handle section f3 to be 

pulled out of allinement, or completely away from 
the shaft 0 in case the player uses too mush 
"right hand', or otherwise makes a faulty appli 
cation of force in the stroke, said section 3 is de 
tachably connected to the club by the following 
construction. . . 
The section 3 includes a tubular blank 9 

having the same diameter as the tubular portion 
of the handle section f2, and is provided at its 
upper and lower ends with a pair of bushings 20 
and 2 which are adapted to fit into the upper 
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2 
and lower ends respectively of said blank 9. The 
bushings 20 and 2 are provided with headed 
ends 20a and 2 a respectively to provide shoul 
ders for engaging the ends of the tubular blank 
9 and also forming projecting flanges for the 

ends of the leather winding 8 With Which the 
handle of said bushings are fiush. 
The head 29a of the upper bushing 28 is 

slightly domed to permit it to Seat detachably in 
a cup-shaped socket 22 affixed to the lower open 
end of the upper tubular handle f2. 
The lower bushing 2 is provided with a 'snap 

action' ball 23 having a slidable fit in a cylin 
drical cage 24 located within said bushing 2, said 
ball being prevented from dropping Out of Said 
cage by an in Wardly extending anilular rim en 
bracing said ball at a line slightly below the 
center thereof, thus securely holding it in posi 
tion and at the same time permitting the ball. 
to protrude downwardly slightly. 
The ball 23 is adapted, normally, to Seat in a 

concave socket 25 formed in the headed upper 
end 26 of a plug 2 fitted into the upper end of 
the shaft 0. The plug 27 is Supported and Se 
cured, in the upper end of said shaft by means 
of a transverse rivet 28: Which is located below 
the bottom of the head 26 of Said plug 2, leav. 
ing a space 29 for a purpose to be he'einafter 
described, 
The Snap-action ball 23 is adapted to be 

pressed downwardly at all times by means of an 
elongated. helical compression Spring 3, the 
lower end of which is in direct engagement with 
said: ball 23, while the upper end thereof is abut 
ted against a Spool shaped mernber 32. Which is 
slidable. Within the upper end of the tubular 
handle blank. S: The Spool member 32 is pro 
vided With a depending stud 33. which projects 
into: the upper end of the spring 3 for holding 
it in Centralized position. The down Ward nove 
ment of the Spool member 32 is limited by means. 
of a pair, of opposed nibs 34 struck inwardly from 
the Walls of the detachable handle tube 9. 
In order to control the degree of compression 

of the spring 3 and consequently the force with 
which the ball 23, presses against the socket 25, 
provision is made of a headless set screw 35. 
which is threadedlyi engaged in a central tapped; 
hole 36 formed in the upper bushing 20. The 
lower end of the set Screw 35, engages against the 
top of the slidable spool 32, while the upper end 
thereof is provided with a kerf which is readily 
accessible through the tapped hole 36 to a screw 
driver or similar tool (not shown). The coin 
pression of the spring 3i may thus: be adjusted 
to any desired extent to suit the requirements of 
the player. 

Stop attachment 
In case it is desired to prevent the detachable 

handle 3:from being forced out of operating posi 
tion by the shock of impact. With the ball, pro 
vision is made of a stop-member 38 comprising 
an annular ring 39-having an upstanding finger 
40 formed integral therewith at the Outer edge 
thiereof. 
The stop member 38 is rotatably mounted upon 

the body of the plug 27, and the ring 39 is posi 
tioned in the Space 29 previously referred to (See 
Fig. 2). The finger 4) extends upWardly a Sufi 
cient distance. to engage. the lower end of the de 
tachable section 3, and when said finger is at 
right angles.to the plane of the offset brace mem-- 
ber 14 and in the plane:of the swing, it will effec 
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tively prevent the displacement of the same by 
the impact with the ball. (See Fig. 4) 
A resilient undulated Washer 3 SGi is pleiferably 

located between the ring 39 and the top edge of 
the tubular shaft 5 to prevent wear and maintain 
a uniform resistance to turning Of Said stop men 
ber 38 (see FigS. 2 and '7). 

Operation. 

In the use of the improved practice golf club, 
herein disclosed, when it is desired to make a prac 
tice Swing without striking at a golf ball, the playei 
Will first twist the stop interner 33 so that the 
finger 4 will lie in the positioil at the underside 
of the club handle as shown in FigS. i and 3, in 
the plane of the offset brace 4. ihe fingei A3 will 
then lie out of the path of the norial Swing alhd 
will not interfere With the displacement of the 
indicator section 3 if a faulty strole is inade. 
if the Swing of the club is propelly conti'ollied by 
the left hand to produce a Smooth, even and rhyth 
mical stroke, the club Will remain intact through 
the entire Swing. If, however, the pupil nakes the 
Swing in a jerky nannel, or exerts too much force 
With his right hand, tine detachaibie section 3 will 
become disengaged from the shaft and Will thus 
indicate to the playel' that his Swing has been 
faulty. 

By reason of the Snap engagement of the ball 
23 with the socketsd plug 23, the detached section 
f3 may be readily replaced and the club will then 
be ready for another stroke. 
When it is desired to use the practice club in 

the manner of a, regular club for striking and 
driving a golf ball, the stop member 33 will be 
twisted about the shaft through an angie of 93) 
degrees until the fingei A. iies in the “SWinging' 
plane of the club, as shown in Fig. 4, on the same 
Side of the Shaft it as the Striking face of the club 
head. With the stop member 38 in this position, 
it is quite obvious that it Will be ignpossible for the 
lower gripping Section 3 to become detached from 
the handle 2 by the shock of the club head in 
hitting the ball. It will thus be possible to use 
the club When so adjusted for playing in the usual 
Way. 

In order to hold the detachable section 3 from 
being accidentally knocked out of position while 
the club is being carried in the golf bag, provi 
Sion is made of a Split resilient retal clip 4 (see 
Fig. 6), having a pair of opposed curved arms 
42 and 43 for slidably and detachably embracing 
the upper end of the shaft ). The clip S also has 
a pair of upstanding outwardly offset fingers 4 
and 45 for cooperating with the stop ring 38 in 
preventing displacement of the lower end of the 
detachable section 3, as shown in Fig. 7 in operat 
ing position. When using the club, the clip is may 
be readily Slipped down Wardly to the dotted line 
unobstructing position as shown in Fig. 7. 
While the operation of the club has been herein 

described for use by a right-handed player, it will 
be understood that the invention is equally use 
ful for left-handed players, it being inerely neces 
sary to change the club head without changing 
the handle or gripping section. 
While there has been disclosed in this specifica 

tion one form in which the invention inay be em. 
bodied, it is to be understood that this form is 
shown for the purpose of illustration only, and 
that the invention is not to be limited to the spe 
cific disclosure but may be modified and embodied 
in various other forms without departing from its 
Spirit. In short, the invention includes all modi 
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fications and embodiments coming within the 
scope of the following claims. 

Having thus fully described the invention, what 
is claimed as new, and for which it is desired to 
secure Letters Patent, is 

1. In a practice golf club, a shaft having a head 
and a handle, said handle having a displaceable 
Section therein adapted to be grasped by the lower 
hand of the player and to be displaced from alline 
ment with the remainder of the handle and the 
shaft in case the player holds back too much with 
his lower hand in the stroke of a practice swing, 
and means on said shaft for selectively preventing 
the displacement of said section by the impact of 
the club with a ball. 

2. In a practice golf club, a shaft, a handle at 
the upper end thereof, an offset bracket connected 
to the upper end of said handle for holding it in 
alinement with said shaft, said handle having a 
removable indicating lower section normally form 
ing a part thereof but adapted to become displaced 
therefrom when the player makes a faulty appli 
cation of force to the club, and means for selec 
tively locking said removable section against dis 
placement from said handle and said shaft. 

3. In a practice golf club a shaft, a handle 
spaced therefrom, an offset bracket for holding 
said handle in alinement with said shaft, Said 
handle having a lower indicating gripping Section 
detachably held in position and adapted to be 
moved out of normal position from allinement 
with said shaft by a faulty application of force 
in making the stroke of a practice swing, and 
means for holding said gripping section against 
movement out of alined position by the impact of 
a ball with said club. 

4. In a practice golf club, a shaft having an 
offset upper portion, a handle comprising a two 
part gripping section, the upper section thereof 
being connected by a looped member to the off 
set upper portion of said shaft, the lower gripping 
section being adapted to be displaced from aline 
ment with said upper gripping section to indicate 
a faulty application of force in the stroke by 
the lower hand of the player, and means for se 
lectively holding said indicating section against 
displacement by the mere impact of the ball with 
the club. 

5. In a practice golf club, a shaft provided with 
an upper "left hand' gripping portion having a 
cupped socket in its lower end, an offset bracket 
connected at its lower end to said shaft and at 
its upper end to said left-hand gripping portion 
to hold it in alinement with said shaft, a dis 
placeable "right-hand' indicating gripping por 
tion having a pair of headed bushings located in 
opposite ends thereof, the upper bushing having 
a domed head for normally seating in said cupped 
Socket, a spring-pressed ball slidably fitted in the 
bottom of said lower bushing and adapted to pro 
ject beyond the headed end of said bushing, and 
a plug fitted into the upper end of said shaft 
and having a socket for receiving said ball, said 
right-hand gripping portion being adapted to 
become laterally displaced from the remainder 
of Said shaft and the upper gripping portion to 
indicate when the player exerts too much force 
With his right hand. 

6. In a practice golf club, a shaft provided with 
an upper "left-hand' gripping portion having a 
cupped Socket in its lower end, an offset bracket 
connected at its lower end to said shaft and at its 
uper end to Said left-hand gripping portion to 
hold it in alinement with said shaft, a displace 
able 'right-hand' indicating gripping portion 
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having a pair of headed bushings located in oppo 
Site ends thereof, the upper bushing having a 
doned head for normally seating in said cupped 
Socket, a spring-pressed ball slidably fitted in the 
bottom of Said lower bushing and adapted to pro 
ject beyond the headed end of said bushing, a 
plug fitted into the upper end of said shaft and 
having a socket for receiving said ball, said right 
hand gripping portion being adapted to become 
laterally displaced from the remainder of said 
shaft and the upper gripping portion to indicate 
when the player exerts too much force with his 
right hand, and means on said shaft for holding. 
Said lower gripping portion against being re 
moved by the impact with a golf ball. 

7. In a practice golf club, a shaft provided with 
an upper "left-hand' gripping portion having a 
cupped Socket in its lower end, an offset bracket 
connected at its lower end to said shaft and at 
its upper end to said left-hand gripping portion 
to hold it in alinement with said shaft, a dis 
placeable “right-hand' indicating gripping por 
tion having a pair of headed bushings located in 
Opposite ends thereof, the upper bushing having 
a domed head for normally seating in said cupped 
Socket, a Spring pressed ball slidably fitted in the 
bottom of said lower bushing and adapted to pro 
ject beyond the headed end of said bushing, a 
plug fitted into the upper end of said shaft and 
having a socket for receiving said ball, said right 
hand gripping portion being adapted to become 
laterally displaced from the remainder of said, 
Shaft and the upper gripping portion to indicate 
When the player exerts too much force with his 
light hand, and means in said displaceable grip 
ping portion for adjusting the spring pressure on 
Said ball to control the force necessary to cause 
displacement of said indicating portion. 

8. In a practice golf club, a shaft provided 
With an upper “left-hand' gripping portion hav 
ing a cupped Socket in its lower end, an offset 
bracket connected at its lower end to said shaft 
and at its upper end to said left-hand gripping 
portion to hold it in alinement with said shaft, a 
displaceable “right-hand' indicating gripping 
portion having a pair of headed bushings, lo 
cated in opposite ends thereof, the upper bushing 
having a domed head for normally seating in said 
cupped Socket, a Spring-pressed ball slidably fitted 
in the bottom of said lower bushing and adapted 
to project beyond the headed end of said bush 
ing, a plug fitted into the upper end of said 
shaft and having a socket for receiving said ball, 
Said right-hand gripping portion being adapted 
to become laterally displaced from the remainder 
of said shaft and the upper gripping portion to 
indicate when the player exerts too much force 
with his right hand, means in Said displaceable 
gripping portion for adjusting the Spring pressure 
on said ball to control the force necessary to 
cause displacemet of Said indicating portion, and 
means on said shaft for selectively preventing 
displacement of Said gripping portion by the shock 
of impact with a golf ball. 

9. In a practice golf club, a shaft provided with 
an upper "left-hand' gripping portion, an offset 
bracket connected at its lower end to said shaft 
and at its upper end to said left-hand gripping 
portion to hold it in alinement with said shaft, 
a displaceable “right-hand' indicating gripping 
portion below Said left-hand gripping portion, 
Said right-hand gripping portion being adapted 
to become laterally displaced from the remainder 
of Said shaft and the upper gripping portion to 
indicate when the player exerts too much force 
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with his right hand, rotatable means to selectively 
prevent displacement of Said lower gripping por 
tion merely by the impact with a ball by said club, 
Said shaft having friction means on its upper end 
to maintain a uniform resistance to turning of 
Said rotatable inneans. 

10. In a practice golf club, a shaft provided 
With an upper "left-hand' gripping portion, an 
Offset bracket connected at its lower end to said 
shaft and at its upper end to said left-hand 
gripping portion to hold it in alinement with 
Said shaft, a displaceable “right-hand' indi 
Cating gripping portion below said left-hand 
gripping portion, Said right-hand gripping por 
tion being adapted to become laterally displaced 
from the remainder of said shaft, and the upper 
gripping portion to indicate when the player 
exerts too much force with his right hand, ro 
tatable means to selectively prevent displace 
ment of Said lower gripping portion merely by 
the impact with a ball by said club, said shaft 
having an undulated resilient washer on its up 
per end to maintain a uniform resistance to 
turning of Said rotatable neans. 

11. In a practice golf club, a shaft having the 
upper portion thereof offset therefron, a han 
dile having its upper portion integral with said 
upper Offset portion and connected therewith 
by a curved loop, the lower portion of said handle 
being detachably held in alinerinent with the low 
er portion of said shaft and adapted to become 
displaced from normal alined position when a 
faulty application of force is made on the SWing 
of a practice stroke, without striking a ball, 
and means to hold said lower handle portion in 
normal position to permit an actual stroke to be 
made against a ball Withoutt displacing Said low 
er handle portion merely by the impact ball. 

12. In a practice golf club, a shaft having a 
head and a handle, said handle having a dis 
placeable portion therein which is adapted to 
be displaced from allinement with the remainder 
of the handle and the shaft in case the player 
makes a faulty application of force to the handle 
in Swinging the club, and means for Selectively 
holding said portion against displacement mere 
ly by the shock of impact with said ball. 

13. In a practice golf club, a shaft having a 
head at its lower end and a gripping handle 
at its upper end, said handle having a displace 
able section adapted to be grasped by the right 
hand of the player and to be displaced from 
alinement with the remainder of the handle and 
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the shaft. to indicate when the player exerts too 
much force with his right hand in making the 
Stroke of a practice SWing, and means on said 
shaft. for Selectively locking, said displaceable 
Section from being accidentally moved out of 
p0Sition. When the club is out of use. 

14. In a practice golf club, a shaft having a 
head at its lower end and a gripping handle at 
its upper end, Said handle having a displaceable. 
Section adapted to be grasped by the right hand 
of the player and to be displaced from alinement 
With the remainder of the handle and the shaft 
to indicate when the player exerts too much 
force With his right hand in making the stroke, 
of a practice SWing, and means detachably se 
cured on said shaft for selectively locking said 
displaceable Section from being accidentally 
noved out of position when the club is out of 
lSe. 

15. In a practice golf club, a shaft having a 
head at its lower end and a gripping handle at 
its upper end, said handle having a displaceable 
Section adapted to be grasped by the right hand 
of the player and to be displaced from aline 
ment with the remainder of the handle and the 
shaft to indicate when the player exerts too 
much force with his right hand in making the 
stroke of a practice Swing, and means slidably 
and detachably secured on said shaft for selec 
tively locking said displaceable section from be 
ing accidentally moved out of position when the 
club is out of use. 

16. In a practice golf club, a shaft provided 
With an upper “left-hand' gripping portion, an 
offset bracket connected at its lower end to 
said shaft and at its upper end to said left-hand 
gripping portion to hold it in alinement with 
said shaft, a displaceable “right-hand” indi 
cating gripping portion below said left-hand 
gripping portion, said right-hand gripping por 
tion being adapted to become laterally displaced 
from the remainder of said shaft and the upper 
gripping portion to indicate when the player 
exerts, too much force with his right hand, ro 
tatable means to selectively prevent displace 
ment of said lower gripping portion merely by 
the impact with a ball by said club, said ro 
tatable means comprising an annular ring 
mounted on the upper end of said shaft and 
having an upwardly projecting finger adapted to 
be selectively moved into the plane traversed by 
the club in making the stroke. - 
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