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Figure 2
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Figure 3
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Figure 4
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Figure 6
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1
CORRELATION ACROSS NON-LOGGING
COMPONENTS

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough
indicates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding.

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is related to U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 15/674,982 filed on Aug. 11, 2017, entitled “CORRE-
LATION ACROSS NON-LOGGING COMPONENTS,”
which issued as U.S. Pat. No. 10,484,461 on Nov. 19, 2019.

This application is also related to co-pending U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 15/675,028 filed on Aug. 11, 2017,
entitled “CORRELATION ACROSS NON-LOGGING
COMPONENT.”

All of the foregoing applications are expressly incorpo-
rated herein by reference in their entireties.

BACKGROUND

There are many types of computing systems, ranging
from simple standalone devices to complex distributed net-
works, each of which includes one or more components
configured to perform specialized processing on data objects
being handled by the computing systems. For instance, some
components are configured to detect and/or generate data
signals. Others are configured to update and/or render visu-
alizations associated with the data objects. Yet others are
configured to perform a variety of different computing
processes.

Some components generate records of the processes they
perform, including the handling of the arrival and/or depar-
ture of the data objects they process. These records can be
sent to a centralized system to reflect the flow and overall
processing performed on an object. These records, which are
sometimes referred to as log records, can be particularly
helpful when an object is processed by a variety of different
components in a complex transaction. For instance, when a
transaction fails, it can be helpful to have a record of all
transaction processing that was performed to identify which
of the system components failed. Likewise, it can be helpful
to examine a transaction log to analyze the flow of data
objects through various system components in a distributed
processing system in order to identify bottlenecks and other
inefficiencies in the system.

To generate a log record, a component must first be
instrumented with code that instructs the component how
and when to generate the log record. A component that is
configured to generate log records is referred to herein as an
instrumented component and/or a logging component.

It will be noted, however, that some components are
incapable of generating log records. For instance, many
components cannot, or cannot easily, be instrumented with
the logic to perform the registrations required for generating
the log records. For example, the instrumentation library
might be written in C and rely on the ability to open a
network connection to the central logging facility, but a
database might not be able to host arbitrary C code and/or
user functions might not be allowed to open the network
connections required to connect with the central logging
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facility. If a component is incapable of generating and/or
registering a log record, it is referred to herein as a non-
instrumented component and/or a non-logging component.

In networks that include instrumented and non-instru-
mented components, the consolidated log maintained by the
central logging facility will only include log entries origi-
nating from the instrumented components. This is a problem
because an incomplete log cannot provide a view into the
entire transaction that is performed on an object, thereby
making it difficult or impossible to examine and identify the
flow, inefficiencies and problems that may have transpired in
the transaction.

For at least the foregoing reasons, there is an ongoing
need to provide improved techniques and systems for log-
ging transaction processing in heterogeneous networks that
include a combination of instrumented and non-instru-
mented components. That said, the subject matter claimed
herein is not limited to any specific embodiments that are
determined to solve any particular disadvantages or that
operate only in environments such as those described above.
Rather, this background is only provided to illustrate one
exemplary technology area where some embodiments
described herein may be practiced.

BRIEF SUMMARY

The disclosed embodiments include methods, systems
and devices for logging transaction processing in heteroge-
neous networks that include a combination of instrumented
and non-instrumented components. The disclosed embodi-
ments also include methods and systems for instrumenting
components to perform logging of transaction processing
and to, in some instances, generate impersonated log records
for non-instrumented components involved in the transac-
tion processing.

In some embodiments, a heterogeneous network includes
an instrumented component that is configured to generate
impersonated log records for one or more non-instrumented
components that are involved in a handoff of transaction
processing with the instrumented component. The imper-
sonated log records are consolidated with other log records
that are generated by one or more instrumented components
performing some of the transaction processing. A central
logging system records the various log records in a com-
posite log which reflects a complete flow of the transaction
processing performed on the object, including the flow/
processing through the non-instrumented component.

In some embodiments, a logging control computing sys-
tem is configured for managing and logging records from
logging activities performed by multiple components
involved in a transaction, wherein the transaction is pro-
cessed by at least one component that is instrumented for
logging and at least one component that is not instrumented
for logging. In such embodiments, the logging control
system receives a first component log record that was
generated by a first component that is instrumented for
generating log records and which was generated in response
to the first component receiving or processing the transac-
tion processing. Then, the logging control system receives
an impersonated information log record that is associated
with handling of the transaction processing by a second
component that received a handoff of the transaction pro-
cessing from the first component, the impersonated infor-
mation log record being generated by the first component
rather than from the second component, wherein the second
component is a non-logging component and wherein the
impersonated information component log record was gen-
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erated by the first component in response to a determination
that the second component is a non-logging component. In
response, the logging control system logs the first compo-
nent log record and the impersonated information compo-
nent log record into persistent storage to reflect a flow of the
transaction processing by the first component and the second
component.

In some embodiments, the logging control computing
system also receives a first handoft log record generated by
a receiving component that is instrumented for logging
transaction processes, the first handoff log record being
generated by the receiving component in response to the
receiving component receiving a handoff of transaction
processing associated with a transaction from a caller com-
ponent that is not instrumented for generating log records.
The logging control computing system then determines that
the caller component is a non-logging component in
response to receiving the first handoff log record from the
receiving component and records the first handoff log record
in a log maintained in persistent storage to reflect a handoff
of the transaction processing from the caller component to
the receiving component.

In some embodiments, the control computing system is
configured for instrumenting components for generating the
log records in a heterogeneous network that includes at least
one component that is not configured to generate log records
and that is involved in a handoff of transaction processing
with a logging component. In such embodiments, the com-
puting system instruments the logging component to gener-
ate a first processing log record for transaction processing
handled by the logging component. The control system also
instruments the logging component to generate a handoff log
record to reflect a handoff of the transaction processing from
the logging component to any subsequent component receiv-
ing the transaction processing from the logging component.
The control system also instruments the logging component
to generate a second processing log record when it is
determined that said any subsequent component is a non-
logging component which is not instrumented for generating
the second processing log record and to refrain from gen-
erating the second processing log record when it is deter-
mined that said any subsequent component is a logging
component that is instrumented for generating the second
processing log record. The control system also instruments
the logging component to generate an additional handoff log
record associated with the logging component receiving a
handoft' of the transaction processing from a preceding
component in response to determining that the preceding
component is a non-logging component that is not instru-
mented for generating the additional handoft log record and
to refrain from generating the additional handoff log record
in response to determining that the preceding component is
a logging component that is instrumented for generating the
additional handoft log record.

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further described
below in the Detailed Description. This Summary is not
intended to identify key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be used as an aid
in determining the scope of the claimed subject matter.

Additional features and advantages will be set forth in the
description which follows, and in part will be obvious from
the description, or may be learned by the practice of the
teachings herein. Features and advantages of the invention
may be realized and obtained by means of the instruments
and combinations particularly pointed out in the appended
claims. Features of the present invention will become more
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fully apparent from the following description and appended
claims, or may be learned by the practice of the invention as
set forth hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order to describe the manner in which the above-recited
and other advantages and features can be obtained, a more
particular description of the subject matter briefly described
above will be rendered by reference to specific embodiments
which are illustrated in the appended drawings. Understand-
ing that these drawings depict only typical embodiments and
are not therefore to be considered to be limiting in scope,
embodiments will be described and explained with addi-
tional specificity and detail through the use of the accom-
panying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an overview of a system that includes a
logging control system, an instrumented logging component
and one or more other components that are connected
through one or more network connection(s).

FIG. 2 illustrates a flow diagram of acts associated with
methods for an instrumented component to create a log
record for another component.

FIG. 3 illustrates a flow diagram of acts associated with
methods for an instrumented component to create or refrain
from creating log records for downstream components
depending on whether or not the downstream components
are instrumented components.

FIG. 4 illustrates a flow diagram of acts associated with
methods for an instrumented component to create or refrain
from creating log records for a non-logging upstream com-
ponent.

FIG. 5 illustrates a flow diagram of acts associated with
methods for an instrumented component to create or refrain
from creating log records for upstream components depend-
ing on whether or not the upstream components are instru-
mented components.

FIG. 6 illustrates a flow diagram of acts associated with
methods for a logging system to receive and process log
records.

FIG. 7 illustrates a flow diagram of acts associated with
methods for a logging system to receive and process log
records.

FIG. 8 illustrates a flow diagram of acts associated with
methods for a computing system to instrument components
for generating log records for one or more other compo-
nents.

FIG. 9 illustrates a flow diagram associated with gener-
ating and logging transaction processes and that reflects a
flow of data through the generating and logging processes.

FIG. 10 illustrates a diagram of elements, including
correlation vectors, associated with log records.

FIG. 11 illustrates a diagram of a distributed network that
includes a plurality of different components that generate log
records having the correlation vectors reflected in the table
of FIG. 10.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The disclosed embodiments include methods, systems
and devices for logging transaction processing in heteroge-
neous networks that include a combination of instrumented
and non-instrumented components. The disclosed embodi-
ments also include methods and systems for instrumenting
components to perform logging of transaction processing
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and to, in some instances, generate impersonated log records
for non-instrumented components involved in the transac-
tion processing.

The term transaction and transaction processing broadly
refer herein to one or more computer-executable processes
that are performed with one or more related data objects. In
many instances, the terms transaction and transaction pro-
cessing corresponds to a group of operations that are per-
formed by one or more computing components, in series
and/or in parallel. During a handoff of the transaction/
transaction processing, one component completes its pro-
cessing of the data object(s) and triggers another down-
stream component to begin performing processing of the
data object(s) associated with the transaction.

In some embodiments, instrumented components are con-
figured to generate impersonated log records for one or more
upstream and/or downstream non-instrumented components
that are involved in handoff transaction processing with the
instrumented components. The impersonated log records are
consolidated with other log records that are generated by one
or more instrumented components performing some of the
transaction processing. A central logging system stores the
various log records in a composite log which reflects a
complete flow of the transaction processing performed on
the object, including the flow through the non-instrumented
component(s).

A logging control computing system is configured for
managing and logging records received from the instru-
mented components and to determine which components are
non-instrumented. The control computing system is also
configured to notify the instrumented components of the
non-instrumented components and to instruct/instrument the
logging components to generate log records for the non-
instrumented components when receiving or handing of
transaction processing to the non-instrumented components.

The ability to generate a composite log that reflects a
complete flow of the transaction processing performed on
the corresponding data objects of the transaction in a dis-
tributed network that includes one or more non-instrumented
components is a technical improvement in the area of log
generation and was not previously possible. Many benefits
can be achieved, in some instances, by utilizing the dis-
closed embodiments to generate logs with impersonated log
records that are created by instrumented components in
behalf of non-instrumented components that are involved in
transaction processing handoffs with the instrumented com-
ponents. These benefits include the ability to generate a log
that reflects a full flow of processing that is performed by a
distributed network of components, including the non-in-
strumented components. The benefits also include the ability
to instrument a logging component with the functionality to
generate impersonated log records in behalf of non-instru-
mented components.

Attention will now be directed to FIG. 1, which illustrates
a computing system 100 that includes a logging control
system 110 connected to one or more networked devices,
including logging component 140, and other connected
devices 142, 144 and 146. While shown as standalone
systems, it will be appreciated that each of the disclosed
logging control system 110 and the disclosed devices/com-
ponents 140, 142, 144, 146 can, alternatively, be configured
as distributed systems that are connected through one or
more of the network connections 130.

The logging component 140 and the other connected
devices 142, 144 and 146 are examples of the recited
‘components,’ described herein. The term component should
be broadly interpreted to be any computing device or system
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that includes a processor configured to process computer-
executable instructions and a communication interface con-
figured to enable the component to engage in a wireless or
wired communication with another computing device or
system. In some instances, the components are [oT devices
(Internet of Things devices). In other instances, the compo-
nents are more complex computing systems or devices, such
as mobile phones, tablets or standalone computing devices.
The components can also be, in some instances, different
parts that are all integrated into a single computing device.

The network connections 130 include any combination of
wired or wireless connections, such as, but not limited to
Ethernet, cellular connections, or even computer to com-
puter connections through serial, parallel, USB, or other
connections. These connections allow the various comput-
ing systems/devices to access services at other computing
systems and to quickly and efficiently receive application
data from other computing systems/devices.

The network connections 130, together with the disclosed
systems, may be referred to, herein, as “cloud” computing
systems. In this description, “cloud computing” may be any
combination of systems or resources for enabling ubiqui-
tous, convenient, on-demand network access to a shared
pool of configurable computing resources (e.g., networks,
servers, storage, applications, services, etc.) that can be
provisioned and released with reduced management effort or
service provider interaction, such as under the control of the
logging control system. A cloud model can be composed of
various characteristics (e.g., on-demand self-service, broad
network access, resource pooling, rapid elasticity, measured
service, etc), service models (e.g., Software as a Service
(“SaaS”), Platform as a Service (“PaaS”), Infrastructure as a
Service (“laaS”), and deployment models (e.g., private
cloud, community cloud, public cloud, hybrid cloud, etc.).

The logging control system 110 is configured to manage
logging of the log records 124 in storage 122. The storage
122 may include any number of separate logs 124 corre-
sponding to different transactions and objects. In this regard,
the granularity of each log may be the same or vary. The
storage 122 also stores, in some instances, a log that includes
a correlation vector for a particular transaction or object
being processed. The log may also include multiple log
records that each have their own correlation vector. The
correlation vector, which reflects the processing path of
transaction activities will be described in more detail below
in reference to FIGS. 10 and 11.

The storage 122 may include any combination of persis-
tent and/or volatile storage, which may be local, remote
and/or distributed.

The logging control system 110 includes one or more
processors 112, which include hardware processors config-
ured to execute computer-executable instructions stored in
the storage 122. The one or more processors comprise, in
some instances, means for processing stored computer-
executable instructions that are executable for causing the
logging control computing system 110 to perform the dis-
closed methods for logging activities performed by multiple
components involved in a transaction.

The logging control system 110 also includes 1/O hard-
ware interfaces 110 and communication interfaces 120.
These interfaces include input and output hardware and
software user interfaces to facilitate user interaction and
communication with the device(s)/system(s) connected to
the logging control system 110. The hardware and commu-
nication interfaces may include, for example, a keyboard,
mouse, touchpad, camera, etc. for allowing a user to input
data into the computer. In addition, various software user
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interfaces may also be available. Examples of software user
interfaces include graphical user interfaces, text command
line based user interface, function key or hot key user
interfaces, gesture detection software, and the like.
Examples of hardware output devices include display
devices, speakers and haptic feedback devices.

As illustrated, the logging control system 110 also
includes a log record processing engine 118 which is con-
figured to receive, analyze and process log records and to
store the log records in appropriate logs 124 in the storage
122. The log record processing engine, alone and/or with the
processor(s) 112, comprises means for receiving the log
records. The log record processing engine with the processor
(s) 112 and/or the storage 122 also comprise the means for
causing the logging control computing system to perform
the disclosed methods for logging activities performed by
multiple components involved in a transaction and for
storing the log records in persistent memory. The log record
processing engine also includes, with or without the proces-
sor(s) 112, means for determining when a log record gen-
erated by a logging component is generated for a non-
logging component.

The logging control system 110 also includes an instru-
menting engine 116 that is configured to instrument com-
ponents for generating log records for their own processing
and, in some instances, for non-instrumented components.
The instrumenting engine, alone and/or with the processor
(s) 112, comprises means for causing the logging component
to generate the disclosed handoff log record for the non-
logging component in response to the non-logging compo-
nent handing off transaction processing to the logging com-
ponent and to generate the disclosed processing log record
for the non-logging component in response to handing off
the transaction processing to the non-logging component.

The instrumenting engine 116 obtains logging instruc-
tions for instrumenting the logging component(s) from stor-
age 122 and/or from a remote third party. Then, when the
instrumenting engine 116 is in communication with the
logging component(s), the instrumenting engine 116 trans-
mits the logging instructions and other related information to
the logging component(s). The logging control system 110
is configured to communicate with one or more component
(s) involved in the transaction processing, including a com-
bination of instrumented and, in some instances, non-instru-
mented components, through one or more network
communication links 130.

As will be appreciated from the foregoing, the logging
control system 110 includes means for processing stored
computer-executable instructions that are executable by the
one or more processor(s) 112 for causing the logging control
computing system 110 to perform a method for logging
activities performed by multiple components involved in a
transaction. These means for processing, as described above,
include the one or more processor(s) 112, the log record
processing engine 118 and the storage 122. For instance, the
logging control system includes means for instrumenting the
components to generate log records (such as instrumenting
engine 116). In some instances, the means for instrumenting
is described as means for causing a logging component to
generate a handoff log record for a non-logging component
in response to the non-logging component handing off
transaction processing to the logging component and to
generate a processing log record for the non-logging com-
ponent in response to handing off the transaction processing
to the non-logging component.

The logging control system also includes means for
receiving log records (such as the communication interface
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(s) 120 and the log record processing engine 118) and means
for storing the log records in persistent memory (including
the processor(s) and the storage 122). The logging control
system also includes means for determining when a log
record generated by a logging component is generated for a
non-logging component (such as log record processing
engine 118).

As shown in FIG. 1, the logging control system 110 is in
communication with at least one component that is instru-
mented for logging. In some instances, the logging control
system 110 instrumented the logging component to generate
one or more log records, as described herein, for itself and
for one or more non-instrumented components.

Logging component device 140 is an example of a
component that has been instrumented for logging. As
shown, the logging component device 140 includes one or
more processor(s) 150 and storage 180. The storage 180,
which includes persistent and/or volatile storage, stores the
logging instructions that instruct the logging component
device 140 when and how to generate and register log
records with the logging control system 110. The logging
instructions 182 may also include protocol instructions that
specify the different value and naming conventions for data
fields to include in a log record, such as the values identified
in the table of FIG. 10, which will be discussed later. The
logging instructions may also include notifications and/or
indices that identify which other components (142, 144,
146) are non-instrumented components.

The logging component device 140 also includes a log
record engine 170 which is configured to generate the log
records and to register the log records with the logging
control system 110, as instructed from the logging instruc-
tions maintained in the storage 180. The logging component
140 may also store the log records in the storage 180 prior
to sending the log records to the logging control system,
such that the log records can be sent at any desired/
appropriate time and in response to different triggering
events (e.g., periodic intervals, in response to a request, in
response to enqueuing a predetermined number of log
records, etc.). In some instances, the logging component 140
batches a plurality of log records prior to transmitting the
batch of log records to the logging control system 110.

The logging component device 110 also includes one or
more communication interface(s) for communicating with
the logging control system and the one or more other
components in communication with the logging component
device 140, such as devices 142, 144 and/or 146.

Each of the illustrated devices 142, 144 and 146 are
configured, in some instances, to include at least some of the
elements described in reference to logging component
device 140, such as processors, communication interfaces
and storage. In some instances, one or more of the illustrated
devices 142, 144 and 146 omit, however, the logging
instructions and/or the log record engine. In such instances,
the corresponding device(s) will be configured as non-
instrumented components that are not configured for gener-
ating and/or registering log records with the logging control
system 110.

It will be appreciated that although the devices 140, 142,
144 and 146 are illustrated as comprising loT devices, it is
not necessary that these devices be characterized this way. In
some instances, for example, one or more of the devices are
not loT devices. Any combination of these devices 140, 142,
144 and 146 (as well as one or more other similar devices)
are utilized to perform a transaction on one or more data
objects.
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Some of the devices are configured as instrumented
components (such as instrumented component device 140)
to generate log records associated with their transaction
processing to reflect the flow and/or processing performed
on the data objects. According to some of the disclosed
embodiments, the log records that are generated also include
at least one or more impersonated log records that are
created by instrumented component(s) for non-instrumented
component(s) to reflect the handling and/or processing of the
data object(s) by the non-instrumented component(s), as
described herein.

The following discussion will now refer to a number of
methods and method acts that may be performed during
implementation of some of the disclosed embodiments.
Although the method acts may be discussed in a certain
order or illustrated in a flow chart as occurring in a particular
order, no particular ordering is required unless specifically
stated, or required because an act is dependent on another act
being completed prior to the act being performed.

FIG. 2 illustrates a flow diagram 200 of acts associated
with methods for an instrumented component, such as
logging component 140, to create and/or register a log
record for a downstream non-instrumented component. In
such embodiments, the instrumented component includes
one or more processors and stored computer-executable
instructions which are executed by or executable by the one
or more processors to implement the disclosed methods.

As shown, the acts include the logging component receiv-
ing a transaction to process (act 210). This transaction can
include any transaction processing associated with a par-
ticular transaction that is being performed by a plurality of
different components, including at least one non-instru-
mented component. The transaction processing can include
any data operation that is performed on an object associated
with the transaction, including any data structures, files,
threads, etc. In some embodiments, the data operation is
merely handling of the transaction process, such as accept-
ing and/or handing the transaction process off to another
component. In some embodiments, the data operation
includes modifying a data object, creating a new data object
and/or deleting a data object associated with the transaction.

Each of the different components are configured with
special functionality to perform different processing on data
objects as part of the transaction processing that is passed
through a processing pipeline that includes the various
components. However, in some embodiments, the different
components can also perform similar or the same processes
on the data objects as part of the transaction processing.

In response to performing the transaction processing, the
logging component is configured to create an initial first
component log record that reflects the transaction processing
(act 220). Next, the logging component passes the transac-
tion processing off to a next component (act 230). In some
instance, the transaction processing is passed off to another
component that is specified in a pre-established processing
pipeline and/or in response to dynamic instructions included
with the object. The transaction processing can also be
handed off in response to dynamic instructions received
from the logging control system or another component,
based on attributes of the object or other triggering events.

When the logging component passes off the transaction
processing, it creates a handoff log record for the next
component that the transaction processing is passed off to
(act 240). If the transaction processing is handed off to
multiple different components, a separate log record with
unique identification is created for each of the different
components receiving the transaction processing.
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In some instances, the transaction processing is handed off
to another component that is not instrumented for logging.
In these instances, the logging component determines that
the receiving component is not instrumented for logging (act
250). This determination can be made by referencing a
stored table or index at the logging component that identifies
the components that are not instrumented for logging. Alter-
natively, the logging component can query the receiving
component and/or the logging control system for logging
capabilities of the receiving component. Upon failing to
receive a positive reply to the query about logging capabili-
ties, the logging component can determine that the receiving
component is not instrumented for logging. The logging
component can also receive a notification from a remote
system (e.g., the logging control system, or another device
or system than the particular receiving component) that the
particular receiving component is a non-logging component.

Then, upon determining the receiving component is not
instrumented for logging, the logging component creates a
new component log record associated with the transaction
processing being performed by the receiving component (act
260).

The log records created by the logging component are
sent to the logging control system for persistent storage. All
of the log records are sent on demand, according to a
predetermined schedule, when batched into a plurality of log
records (to improve efficiencies) and/or automatically in
response to being created. Instructions for the manner in
which the log records are created and the conditions/timing
for sending the log records are specified in the logging
instructions that are stored by and/or that are accessible to
the logging component.

In some instances, the disclosed flow of FIG. 2 also
includes the logging component creating a secondary first
component log record associated with passing the transac-
tion processing off to the next component, to reflect a
reception of the transaction processing by the next compo-
nent, wherein the secondary first component log record is a
unique log record having a unique incremented component
value that distinguishes the secondary log record from at
least one other secondary log record associated with passing
the transaction processing off to a different next component.

In some instances, the new component log record that was
created also includes the transaction ID and the incremented
component value, as well as a new extension component
value that corresponds to the transaction processing by the
new component, since the new component is a non-logging/
non-instrumented component that is incapable of generat-
ing/registering a similar log record to show the processing
being performed by the new downstream component.

FIG. 3 illustrates a flow diagram 300 of acts associated
with related methods for an instrumented component, such
as logging component 140, to create or refrain from creating
log records for downstream components depending on
whether or not the downstream components are instru-
mented components. In such embodiments, the instrumented
component includes one or more processors and stored
computer-executable instructions which are executed by or
executable by the one or more processors to implement the
disclosed methods.

As illustrated, the instrumented component first receives
a transaction to process, which may include any portion of
transaction processing associated with the transaction (act
310). Next, a first log record is created by the instrumented
component to reflect the transaction processing (act 320).
This first log record includes, according to some embodi-
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ments, a transaction ID (identifier) and an initial component
value corresponding to the instrumented component.

Next, the instrumented component identifies a next com-
ponent to pass of the transaction processing to (act 330).
This may be specified by the previous component, by an
established processing pipeline, by the object(s) being pro-
cessed, by a remote system and/or in response to stored
instructions.

Once the transaction processing is passed off or handed
off to the next component (act 340), the instrumented
component creates a second log record to reflect the handing
off of the transaction processing. When the transaction
processing is handed off to multiple different downstream
components, the instrumented component creates a separate
‘second log” record for each hand-off.

The second log record includes the transaction ID and an
incremented component value associated with the handing
off or passing off of the transaction processing. When the
transaction processing is handed off to multiple downstream
components, a separate ‘second’ log record for each down-
stream component will be created as a unique log record
having a unique incremented component value. This proto-
col structure for the log records will be described in more
detail with reference to FIGS. 10 and 11.

Next, a determination is made whether the next ‘down-
stream’ component is a logging/instrumented component or
not, such as, for example, by receiving a notification from a
remote system other than the new component that the new
component is a non-logging component.

If a determination is made that the downstream compo-
nent is not instrumented for logging, the instrumented com-
ponent will create a third log record, which is an imperson-
ated log record, to reflect the transaction processing by the
new downstream component that is not instrumented for
logging. Otherwise, if it is determined that the new compo-
nent is capable of logging, then the instrumented component
refrains from creating the third log record.

The third log record will include the transaction 1D, the
incremented component value and (for each new component
receiving the handoff) a new extension component value that
corresponds to processing of the transaction with the new
component (such that each third log record will be unique).
This protocol structure for the log records will be described
in more detail with reference to FIGS. 10 and 11.

FIG. 4 illustrates a flow diagram 400 of acts associated
with methods for an instrumented component to create or
refrain from creating log records for a non-logging upstream
component. In such embodiments, the instrumented com-
ponent includes one or more processors and stored com-
puter-executable instructions which are executed by or
executable by the one or more processors to implement the
disclosed methods.

As illustrated an instrumented component first receives a
transaction to process from a particular upstream component
(act 410). Then, upon determining that the particular
upstream component is a non-logging component which has
not been instrumented for logging the transaction processes
(act 420), the instrumented component creates an initial
passing off log record associated with handing off or passing
off of the transaction processing from the upstream non-
logging component to the receiving component (act 430).

The determining act can be performed using any of the
techniques described above in reference to FIGS. 2 and 3,
including receiving a notification from a logging control
system, from a third party, examining stored index values,
etc.
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Each log record that is created by the instrumented
component is sent to the logging control system for persis-
tent storage with other transaction log records associated
with the transaction being processed. The instrumented
component may also optionally store the log record(s) until
a predetermined time or condition, such as to batch log
records and/or to only provide the log records when
requested by the logging control system. Alternatively, the
log records may be transmitted automatically as they are
created.

Subsequently, once the instrumented component pro-
cesses and hands-off the transaction processing to one or
more downstream components, the instrumented component
will create a log record for the processing and one or more
log records for handing off the transaction processing, as
described previously, and which may include generating
impersonated reception and processing log records for
downstream non-instrumented components.

FIG. 5 illustrates a flow diagram 500 of acts associated
with related methods for an instrumented component to
create or refrain from creating log records for upstream
components depending on whether or not the upstream
components are instrumented components. In such embodi-
ments, the instrumented component includes one or more
processors and stored computer-executable instructions
which are executed by or executable by the one or more
processors to implement the disclosed methods.

As shown, the instrumented component (referred to in this
embodiment as a receiver component) receives a handoff of
a transaction (i.e., transaction processing) from a particular
upstream component (referred to in this embodiment as a
caller component) (act 510). Then, a determination is made
as to whether the upstream caller component has been
instrumented as a logging component or not (act 520). This
determination can be made, as described previously, based
on information that is stored at the instrumented component
or that is received from a remote system, such as the logging
control system.

Upon determining the caller component is not instru-
mented for logging, the instrumented receiver component
creates a new log record associated with a handoff of the
transaction processing from the non-logging caller compo-
nent to the instrumented receiver component (act 530).
Alternatively, upon determining that the upstream caller
component is instrumented for logging, the instrumented
receiver component will refrain from creating the imperson-
ated new log record to reflect the handoff from the caller
component (act 540).

The instrumented receiver component will also create a
processing log record to reflect processing of the transaction
by the receiver component (act 550). Likewise, when the
transaction processing is subsequently handed off to another
downstream component, the receiver component will create
one or more passing off log records to reflect this subsequent
handoff and one or more processing log records, if appro-
priate, for receiving non-instrumented components, as pre-
viously described.

FIG. 6 illustrates a flow diagram 600 of acts associated
with methods for a logging control system to receive and
process log records. In such embodiments, the logging
control system includes one or more processors and stored
computer-executable instructions which are executed by or
executable by the one or more processors to implement the
disclosed methods.

As reflected, the logging control system receives a first
component log record that is generated by a ‘first’ instru-
mented component (act 610). This first component log
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record was generated by the first component, as described
above, in response to handling or otherwise performing
some of the transaction processing of a particular transac-
tion. In some instances, the logging control system will
receive multiple log records from the first component, one
for accepting the handoff of transaction processing, one for
performing the transaction processing and one for handing
off the transaction processing.

In some instances, as reflected in act 620, the logging
control system will also receive an impersonated informa-
tion log record associated with handling of the transaction
processing by a second component which is not instru-
mented for logging and which received the transaction
processing from the instrumented component (act 620). This
impersonated information log record was generated by the
first component rather than from the second component in
response to a determination being made that the second
component is a non-instrumented component.

In some instances, the logging control system also noti-
fies/instructs the first component to generate the imperson-
ated information log record for the second component and
any other non-logging components that the first component
hands off the transaction processing to. The logging control
system also, in some instances, notifies the first component
that the second component is a non-logging component. This
set of instructions may occur during a single instrumenting
of the first component. Alternatively, the instructions/noti-
fications may be received over time through a series of
different communications. For instance, the logging control
system may perform an initial instrumenting of the first
component with instructions for generating log records and
to provide protocol information necessary for generating the
log records. The logging control system may then later
update the protocol information, the instructions and/or an
index of non-instrumented components.

In some instances, the logging control system also
receives a handoff log record from the first component,
subsequent to receiving the first component log record and
prior to receiving the impersonated information log record.
Such a handoff log record would be generated, for example,
by the first component to reflect handing off of the transac-
tion processing to the second component.

The logging control computing system may also receive
a subsequent handoft log record that is generated by a third
component that receives a handoft of the transaction pro-
cessing from the second component, the subsequent handoff
log record will correspond to the second component’s hand-
ing off the transaction processing to the third component. In
such an embodiment, the logging control computing system
may also receive a new log record generated by the third
component that corresponds with the third component per-
forming the transaction processing at the third component.
This third log record will include an appropriate transaction
1D, an incremented component value and a unique extension
component value that corresponds to processing of the
transaction with the third component, as described in more
detail below in reference to FIGS. 10 and 11.

The logging control system may also receive an additional
log record for each different component that the first com-
ponent passes the transaction processing off to, wherein each
additional log record is a unique log record having a unique
incremented component value.

Once the logging control system receives any/all of the
log records, the logging control system stores the log records
in persistent storage to reflect the flow and processing/
handling of the transaction processing by the first and
second components (act 630), and any other components
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involved in the processing of the transaction, even without
receiving an action log record from the second ‘non-instru-
mented” component or any other non-instrumented compo-
nent. This is an improvement over existing systems that are
not configured to receive/record log records for non-instru-
mented components and which would otherwise create
incomplete transaction logs for distributed networks that
include one or more non-instrumented components.

FIG. 7 illustrates a flow diagram 700 of acts associated
with related methods for a logging control system to receive
and process log records. In such embodiments, the logging
control system includes one or more processors and stored
computer-executable instructions which are executed by or
executable by the one or more processors to implement the
disclosed methods.

As reflected, the logging control system receives a hand-
off log record that was generated by a receiving component
that is instrumented for logging transaction processes (act
710). Notably, this handoff log record was generated by the
receiving component in response to receiving the handoff of
the transaction processing from an upstream caller compo-
nent that was not instrumented for generating log records.
The handoff log record would normally be generated by the
caller component, but wasn’t. In this regard, the handoff log
record is an impersonated log record.

In some instances, the handoff log record is based on a
stored log record that includes a transaction ID and an initial
component value associated with a previous component that
passed the transaction processing off to the caller non-
logging component. In such instances, the handoff log
record includes the transaction ID and an incremented
component value that corresponds to the transaction pro-
cessing being passed off by the caller non-logging compo-
nent.

The logging control system determines that the caller
component is a non-logging component (act 720). This
determination may be made in response to receiving the
handoff log record from the receiving component, rather
than from the caller component. For instance, this determi-
nation can be made by examining the log record for data that
reflects that the log record is for a handoff from the caller
component (e.g., the incremented component value), even
though the caller component is not submitting the log record.
Alternatively, or additionally, the logging control system can
verify that the caller component is a non-instrumented
component by referencing stored indexes that reflect which
components are instrumented.

The foregoing determination can be useful, particularly
for scenarios in which the caller component was previously
instrumented for logging, but is failing to generate appro-
priate log records for some reason, the logging control
system can update the indexes to reflect that the caller
component is a non-instrumented component. In such
instances, the logging control system can notify other instru-
mented components that the caller component is a non-
logging component.

Once the logging control system receives the log records,
the logging control system stores the log records in persis-
tent storage to reflect the flow and processing/handling of
the transaction processing by the various components (act
730). As described, above, in reference to FIG. 7, the
logging control system may also receive other types of log
records as well, which are also stored in the persistent
storage to reflect a complete flow/handling of a transaction
by the various components of a distributed heterogeneous
network that includes at least some non-instrumented com-
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ponents. The logging control system may also append or
modify the log to reflect which of the components are not
instrumented for logging.

Some of the additional log records that may be received
and stored by the logging control system include: a subse-
quent handoff log record associated with handing off of the
transaction processing from the receiving component to a
new logging component; a new log record associated with
the transaction processing at the receiving component prior
to the subsequent handoff log record; a transaction process-
ing log record associated with processing of the transaction
by the receiving component, the transaction processing log
record being generated by the receiving component and
including the transaction 1D, the incremented component
value and a new extension component value that is associ-
ated with the receiving component; and a new handoff log
record associated with handing off of the transaction pro-
cessing from the receiving component to a new logging
component and which includes the transaction ID, the incre-
mented component value and new value that increments and
is based on the new extension component value. These log
records are described in more detail in reference to FIGS. 10
and 11.

Attention is now directed to FIG. 8, which illustrates a
flow diagram 800 of acts associated with methods for a
logging control system to instrument components for gen-
erating log records in a heterogeneous network that includes
at least one component that is not configured to generate log
records. In such embodiments, the logging control system
includes one or more processors and stored computer-
executable instructions which are executed by or executable
by the one or more processors to implement the disclosed
methods.

As reflected, the logging control system instruments one
or more components to generate log records. This includes
instrumenting a particular component to generate a first
processing log record for transaction processing handled by
the particular component (act 810). This is accomplished by
providing the particular component with code for generating
the log record in a single transmission and/or through
multiple transmissions, when the particular component is
connected to the logging control system with one or more
network connections. The code provides the particular com-
ponent with the necessary instructions for generating the log
record, as well as information for the protocol to use to
generate the log records and the instructions for timing and
conditions to use for sending the log records to the logging
control system. Sometimes, the information provided to the
component(s) during instrumentation also includes an index
or listing of components that are non-instrumented in the
network.

In some instances, the logging control system instruments
the particular component to generate the first processing log
record with a transaction ID, an incremented component
value and a unique extension component value that corre-
sponds to processing of the transaction with the particular
component. The transaction ID can be obtained from the
logging control system or an object being operated on during
processing of the transaction. The incremented component
value can be an integer and the unique extension component
value can also be an integer. The protocol for generating this
and other log records is described in more detail, below, with
reference to FIGS. 10 and 11.

The code and information provided to the component
during instrumenting can also include additional instructions
and information that are necessary for the component(s) to
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generate the other log records described herein, including
the log records referenced in acts 820, 830 and 840.

In some embodiments, the logging control system instru-
ments the particular component to generate a handoff log
record to reflect a handoff of the transaction processing from
the particular component to any subsequent component
receiving the transaction processing from the particular
component (act 820). The particular component is also
instrumented to generate a handoff log record for each
subsequent component that the particular component passes
the transaction processing off to, with each handoft record
comprising a unique log record having a unique incremented
component value.

The logging control system also instruments, in some
embodiments, the particular component to generate a second
processing log record when it is determined that said any
subsequent component is a non-logging component that is
not instrumented for generating the second processing log
record and to refrain from generating the second processing
log record when it is determined that said any subsequent
component is a logging component that is instrumented for
generating the second processing log record (act 830).

In some embodiments, the logging control system also
instruments the particular component to generate an addi-
tional handoff log record associated with the particular
component receiving a handoff of the transaction processing
from a preceding component in response to determining that
the preceding component is a non-logging component that is
not instrumented for generating the additional handoff log
record and to refrain from generating the additional handoff
log record in response to determining that the preceding
component is a logging component that is instrumented for
generating the additional handoft log record (act 840). This
additional handoff log record is based on a stored log record
that includes a transaction 1D and an initial component value
associated with a preceding component that passed the
transaction processing off to the preceding component, the
additional handoff log record including the transaction ID
and an incremented component value that corresponds to the
transaction processing being passed off by the preceding
non-logging component.

Attention is now directed to FIG. 9, which illustrates a
flow of event data/objects as they flow through the overall
system during implementation of some of the disclosed
methods. As shown, event data objects will pass through a
logger (e.g., the component processing the object) which
generates a log record for the object that is buffered until it
is transmitted to a repository system, such as the logging
control system, for storage.

Each event object, for which a log record is created during
handling, can be referred to as an EventData object and is
configured with various properties, including an event name.
The EventData object can also include other properties such
as a time stamp to reflect process/handling timing or
sequences.

The EventData object will also include information iden-
tifying the logging component (e.g., component handling the
object), as well as information identitying components pass-
ing the object to the logging component or receiving the
object from the logging component. The EventData object
can also be configured to store error information and a
correlation vector appended to the object. The correlation
vector and/or the other EventData properties can be used to
illustrate an objects path through a processing pipeline that
includes multiple components, including at least some com-
ponents that are not instrumented for logging and/or for
updating the correlation vector.
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In some instances, the correlation vector comprises an
activity ID substring (e.g., ‘name’ and ‘number sequence’),
followed by a vector clock substring indicating the previous
path of activity for the object. Examples of vector clock
substrings are provided in the value column of the table in
FIG. 10. The correlation vector can be appended to the
object being processed, added to a log record and/or be a
stored data structure that is updated at the logging control
system to reflect the object processing path.

The table of FIG. 10 illustrates several correlation vectors
that will be generated to reflect the processing and handling
of objects during the processing of a transaction across the
components illustrated in FIG. 11. For instance, the trans-
action processing illustrated in FIG. 11, and referenced in
FIG. 10, includes component A performing transaction pro-
cessing for a particular transaction, referred to as activity N.
Then, component A passes off the transaction processing
(activity N) to components B and D. Likewise component B
passes of the transaction processing to component C.

As shown in FIG. 10, the vector correlations include the
name of the transaction processing or transaction ID (e.g.,
activity ‘N’) followed by a vector clock substring that
reflects the processing/handling path of the activity/object.
For instance, when component A processes activity N, it will
generate a log record that includes vector correlation N:0,
reflecting a first processing of the activity/object, with a
transaction ID of N and an initial component value of 0.
Then, when the transaction processing is passed to compo-
nent B, a new log record is generated with vector correlation
N:1, which includes the transaction ID of N and a unique
incremented component value associated with the handoff.
Next, when the transaction processing is passed to compo-
nent D, the vector correlation for that log record will include
the transaction ID (i.e., N) followed by a new unique
incremented component value of 2. For each additional
component that component A hands activity/object N off to
will cause the generation of a new correlation vector and,
sometimes a corresponding log record that is unique, with a
unique incremented component value, such as can be created
by continually incrementing the incremented component
value for each new receiving component.

When a receiving component accepts the transaction
processing, such as when component D accepts the trans-
action processing from A, the correlation vector will be
updated and/or a log record will be created with the updated
correlation vector to reflect this. In the current embodiment,
this is reflected by updating the vector correlation to N:2:0,
which indicates the path of activity N from component A,
which handed activity N off to component D (shown in third
row as N:2), and which has been accepted by component D,
reflected by component D adding an extension (‘0”) to the
vector correlation (‘0°).

When component D subsequently performs a process or
completes the process on activity/object N, it will update the
correlation vector and create a log with the updated corre-
lation vector that has an incremented extension component
value. If D thereafter passes the activity off to another
component, it will also increment the extension component
value to reflect this, such as by logging/updating a log record
with correlation vector N:2:2 (not shown). When the new
component accepts the activity N from component D, it will
also create a new log record with an updated correlation
vector that has a new extension (N:2:2:0—not shown in FIG.
10). A related example of this in the table of FIG. 10 is
illustrated by the correlation vector N:1:1:0, which reflects
that component C has accepted activity N from component
B.
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Accordingly, each time a component performs a transac-
tion process on an activity or object associated with a
transaction it will increment the incremented component
value associated with the component in the correlation
vector. This includes processes performed by the compo-
nent, such as performing an operation on the object/activity
and passing the activity/object on to another component.

Then, each time a component accepts an activity/object
associated with the transaction, the correlation vector is
extended with a new extension component value. However,
that new extension component value becomes an incre-
mented component value for that component and is incre-
mented for each activity performed. In this manner, a new
value field is added to the correlation vector each time the
activity/transaction processing is accepted by a new com-
ponent and the value in that new value field is incremented
each time a process is performed on the activity/transaction
processing by the component associated with that value
field.

Although not required, the different incremented compo-
nent values/extension component values of the vector cor-
relation can be separated by a period or other separator. This
can be helpful when the values are integers and there are
more than nine processes performed, such that the value will
be at least a double digit value.

The foregoing process for creating/modifying the corre-
lation vector will be iterated until the transaction is com-
plete. Each time the correlation vector is changed, a new log
record with the correlation vector is created and sent to the
logging control system for persistent storage. Alternatively,
the correlation vector is simply updated in a data structure
appended to the object/event/activity that is flowing through
the transaction processing pipeline and/or a data structure
maintained by the logging control system is updated to
reflect the latest changes to the correlation vector, based on
the log records or other data received from the logging
components. Either way, it is possible to identify the entire
flow of the transaction processing by reviewing the corre-
lation vector that is associated with the last log and/or that
is appended to the transaction element(s) and/or that is
maintained by the logging control system.

Unfortunately, as described earlier, some components are
not instrumented for logging and/or are unable to perform
the modifications to the correlation vector. In these
instances, the current embodiments include having the adja-
cent component (which is configured for logging) generate
a log record (or modify the correlation vector) for the
non-logging component. For instance, a logging component
will be made aware when it receives transaction processing
from a non-logging component or passes off the transaction
processing to a non-logging component. Then, when this
occurs, the logging component will generate the correspond-
ing log record that the non-logging component would have
created if it were a logging component.

By way of example, when a logging component passes off
transaction processing to a non-logging component, the
logging component will generate a log record of the non-
logging component accepting the transaction processing, in
addition to its own log record for handing off the processing.
Sometimes, the logging component can also generate a
separate log to reflect the non-logging component process-
ing the transaction processing. For instance, in regard to
FIGS. 10 and 11, if component B were a non-logging
component and component A were a logging component,
then component A would generate the log entry having
correlation vector N:1:0. If component D were a non-
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logging entity too, then component A could also generate the
log entries having correlation vectors N:2:0 and N:2:1.

By way of another example, when a logging component
receives a handoff of transaction processing from a non-
logging component, the logging component will generate an
impersonated log record reflecting the handoff by the non-
logging component, separate from its own log record for
accepting the handoff. The logging component could also
generate a log record reflecting the processing performed by
the non-logging component. For instance, in regard to FIGS.
10 and 11, if component B were a non-logging component
and component C were a logging component, then compo-
nent C would generate the log entry having correlation
vector N:1:1.

As described herein, the embodiments of the present
invention may comprise or utilize a special purpose or
general-purpose computer including computer hardware,
including physical computer-readable storage devices and
other computer-readable media for carrying or storing com-
puter-executable instructions and/or data structures. Such
computer-readable media can be any available media that
can be accessed by a general purpose or special purpose
computer system. Computer-readable media that store com-
puter-executable instructions are physical/tangible storage
devices/media. Computer-readable media that carry com-
puter-executable instructions are transmission media. Thus,
by way of example, and not limitation, embodiments of the
invention can comprise at least two distinctly different kinds
of computer-readable media: physical computer-readable
hardware storage media and transmission computer-read-
able media.

Physical computer-readable hardware storage media are
devices such as RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-ROM or other
optical disk storage (such as CDs, DVDs, etc.), magnetic
disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other
hardware devices which can be used to store desired pro-
gram code means in the form of computer-executable
instructions or data structures and which can be accessed by
a general purpose or special purpose computer.

Computer-executable instructions comprise, for example,
instructions and data which cause a general purpose com-
puter, special purpose computer, or special purpose process-
ing device to perform a certain function or group of func-
tions, such as the methods described herein. The computer-
executable instructions may be, for example, binaries,
intermediate format instructions such as assembly language,
or even source code. Although the subject matter has been
described in language specific to structural features and/or
methodological acts, it is to be understood that the subject
matter defined in the appended claims is not necessarily
limited to the described features or acts described above.
Rather, the described features and acts are disclosed as
example forms of implementing the claims.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the invention
may be practiced in network computing environments with
many types of computer system configurations, including,
personal computers, desktop computers, laptop computers,
message processors, hand-held devices, multi-processor sys-
tems, microprocessor-based or programmable consumer
electronics, network PCs, minicomputers, mainframe com-
puters, mobile telephones, PDAs, pagers, routers, switches,
and the like. The invention may also be practiced in distrib-
uted system environments where local and remote computer
systems, which are linked (either by hardwired data links,
wireless data links, or by a combination of hardwired and
wireless data links) through a network, both perform tasks.
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In a distributed system environment, program modules may
be located in both local and remote memory storage devices.

Alternatively, or in addition, the functionality described
herein can be performed, at least in part, by one or more
hardware logic components. For example, and without limi-
tation, illustrative types of hardware logic components that
can be used include Field-programmable Gate Arrays (FP-
GAs), Program-specific Integrated Circuits (ASICs), Pro-
gram-specific Standard Products (ASSPs), System-on-a-
chip systems (SOCs), Complex Programmable Logic
Devices (CPLDs), etc.

The present invention may be embodied in other specific
forms without departing from its spirit or characteristics.
The described embodiments are to be considered in all
respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of
the invention is, therefore, indicated by the appended claims
rather than by the foregoing description. All changes which
come within the meaning and range of equivalency of the
claims are to be embraced within their scope.

What is claimed is:
1. A logging control computing system comprising:
one or more processors; and
one or more computer-readable storage [device] devices
having stored computer instructions that are executable
by the one or more processors for causing the logging
control computing system to perform a method for
logging activities performed by multiple components
involved in a transaction, wherein the transaction is
processed by a first component that is instrumented for
logging and a second component that is not instru-
mented for logging, the method comprising, at a log-
ging control system:
receiving a first component log record, the first com-
ponent log record being generated by the first com-
ponent that is instrumented for generating log
records associated with handling of transaction pro-
cessing associated with the transaction, the first
component log record being generated in response to
the first component receiving or processing the trans-
action processing;
receiving an impersonated information log record that
is associated with handling of the transaction pro-
cessing by the second component, the impersonated
information log record being generated, in addition
to the first component log record, by the first com-
ponent rather than by the second component; and
logging the first component log record and the imper-
sonated information [component] log record into
persistent storage to reflect a flow of the transaction
processing by the first component and the second
component.
2. The logging control computing system recited in claim
1, wherein the method further includes receiving a handoff
log record from the first component subsequent to receiving
the first component log record and prior to receiving the
impersonated information [component] log record, the hand-
off log record being generated by the first component to
reflect handing off of the transaction processing to the
second component.
3. The logging control computing system recited in claim
2, wherein the method further includes receiving a subse-
quent handoff log record that is generated by a third com-
ponent that received a handoff of the transaction processing
from the second component, the subsequent handoff log
record corresponding to the second component handing off
the transaction processing to the third component.
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4. The logging control computing system recited in claim
3, wherein the method further includes receiving a new log
record generated by the third component that corresponds
with the third component performing the transaction pro-
cessing at the third component.

5. The logging control computing system recited in claim
4, wherein the [third] rew log record includes a transaction
1D, an incremented component value and a unique extension
component value that corresponds to processing of the
transaction with the [new] #kird component.

6. The logging control computing system recited in claim
1, wherein the method further includes receiving an addi-
tional log record for each different component that the first
component passes the transaction processing off to, wherein
each additional log record is a unique log record having a
unique incremented component value.

7. A logging control computing system for logging activi-
ties performed by multiple components involved in a trans-
action, wherein the transaction is processed by a receiving
component that is instrumented for logging and a caller
component that is not instrumented for logging, comprising:

one or more processors; and

one or more computer-readable storage [device] devices

having stored computer instructions that are executable
by the one or more processors, the computer instruc-
tions comprising:

a log record processing engine configured to:

receive a first log record, the first log record being
generated by the receiving component that is instru-
mented for logging transaction processes performed
at the receiving component, the first log record being
generated by the receiving component in response to
the receiving component receiving a handoff of
transaction processing associated with [a] the trans-
action from the caller component and on behalf of
the caller component that is not instrumented for
generating the first log record;

in response to receiving the first log record from the
receiving component, determine that the caller com-
ponent is a non-logging component; and

record the first log record in a log maintained in
persistent storage to convey [a] the handoff of the
transaction processing from the caller component to
the receiving component.

8. The logging control computing system recited in claim
7, wherein the log record processing engine is further
configured to:

receive a subsequent handoff log record associated with

handing off of the transaction processing from the
receiving component to a new logging component.

9. The logging control computing system recited in claim
8, wherein the log record processing engine is further
configured to:

receive a new log record associated with the transaction

processing at the receiving component prior to the
subsequent handoff log record.

10. The logging control computing system recited in
claim 7, wherein the caller component is indicated as a
non-logging component in the log.

11. The logging control computing system recited in claim
7, wherein the first log record is based on a stored log record
that includes a transaction 1D and an initial component value
associated with a previous component that passed the trans-
action processing off to the caller component, the first log
record including the transaction ID and an incremented
component value that corresponds to the transaction pro-
cessing being passed off by the caller component.

22

12. The logging control computing system recited in
claim 11, wherein the the log record processing engine is
further configured to:

receive a transaction processing log record associated

5 with processing of the transaction by the receiving
component, the transaction processing log record being
generated by the receiving component and including
the transaction ID, the incremented component value
and a new extension component value that is associated
with the receiving component.

13. The logging control computing system recited in
claim 12, wherein the log record processing engine is further
configured to:

receive [receiving] a new handoff log record associated

with handing off of the transaction processing from the

receiving component to a new logging component.

14. The logging control computing system recited in
claim 13, wherein the new handoff log record includes the
transaction ID, the incremented component value and a new
20 value that increments and is based on the new extension

component value.

15. A computing system configured for instrumenting
components for generating log records in a heterogeneous
network that includes a particular component that is instru-

25 mented for logging and a subsequent component that is not

instrumented for logging, the computing system comprising:
one or more processors; and

one or more computer-readable storage [device] devices

having stored computer instructions that are executable

by the one or more processors, the computer instruc-
tions comprising:

an instrumenting engine configured to:

instrument the particular component to generate a first

processing log record for transaction processing
associated with a transaction handled by the particu-
lar component generated by the particular compo-
nent;

instrument the particular component to generate a log

record to convey a handoff of the transaction pro-
cessing from the particular component to the subse-
quent component; [and]

instrument the particular component to generate a sec-

ond processing log record in addition to the first
processing log record in response to a determination
that the subsequent component is a non-logging
component that is not instrumented for generating
the second processing log record; and

instrument the particular component to generate an

additional log record, in addition to the log record,
associated with the particular component receiving a
handoft of the transaction processing from a preced-
ing component in response to a determination that
the preceding component is a non-logging compo-
nent that is not instrumented for generating the
additional log record.

16. The computing system recited in claim 15, wherein
the first processing log record includes a transaction 1D, an
incremented component value and a unique extension com-
ponent value that corresponds to processing of the transac-
tion with the particular component.

17. The computing system recited in claim 15, wherein a
handoff log record for each subsequent component that the
[first] particular component passes the transaction process-
ing off to [in a handoff record] is a unique log record having
a unique incremented component value.

18. The computing system recited in claim [17] 15,
wherein [an] #4e additional [handoff] log record is based on
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a stored log record that includes a transaction 1D and an
initial component value associated with [a] #he preceding
component that passed the transaction processing off to the
[preceding] particular component[, the additional handoff
log record including the transaction ID and an incremented
component value that corresponds to the transaction pro-
cessing being passed off by the preceding non-logging
component].

19. A logging control computing system for logging
activities performed by multiple components involved in a
transaction, wherein the transaction is processed by at least
one component that is instrumented for logging and at least
one other component that is not instrumented for logging,
the logging control computing system comprising:

one or more processors;

one or more computer-readable storage devices having

stored computer instructions that are executable by the
one or more processors, the computer instructions
comprising:
a log record processing engine configured to:
receive log records; and
store the log records in persistent memory;

the log record processing engine further configured to
determine when a first log record generated by the at
least one component is generated for the at least one
other component that is not instrumented for generating
the first log record, in addition to a second log record
generated by the at least one component for the at least
one component; and
an instrumentation engine configured to cause the at least
one component to generate a handoft log record for the
at least one other component in response to the at least
one other component handing off transaction process-
ing to the at least one component and to generate a
processing log record for the at least one other com-
ponent in response to handing off the transaction pro-
cessing to the at least one other component.
20. A method for logging activities performed by multiple
components involved in a transaction, wherein the transac-
tion is processed by a first component that is instrumented
for logging and a second component that is not instrumented
for logging, the method comprising, at a logging control
system:
receiving a first component log record, the first compo-
nent log record being generated by the first component
that is instrumented for generating log records associ-
ated with handling of transaction processing associated
with the transaction, the first component log record
being generated in response to the first component
receiving or processing the transaction processing;

receiving an impersonated information log record that is
associated with handling of the transaction processing
by the second component, the impersonated informa-
tion log record being generated by the first component,
in addition to the first component log record, rather than
by the second component; and

logging the first component log record and the imperson-

ated information [component] log record into persistent
storage to reflect a flow of the transaction processing by
the first component and the second component.

21. The method recited in claim 20, wherein the method
further includes receiving a handoff log record from the first
component subsequent to receiving the first component log
record and prior to receiving the impersonated information
[component] log record, the handoff log record being gen-
erated by the first component to reflect handing off of the
transaction processing to the second component.
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22. The method recited in claim 21, wherein the method
further includes receiving a subsequent handoff log record
that is generated by a third component that received a
handoff of the transaction processing from the second com-
ponent, the subsequent handoff log record corresponding to
the second component handing off the transaction process-
ing to the third component.

23. The method recited in claim 22, wherein the method
further includes receiving a new log record generated by the
third component that corresponds with the third component
performing the transaction processing at the third compo-
nent.

24. The method recited in claim 23, wherein the [third]
new log record includes a transaction ID, an incremented
component value and a unique extension component value
that corresponds to processing of the transaction with the
[new] third component.

25. The method recited in claim 20, wherein the method
further includes receiving an additional log record for each
different component that the first component passes the
transaction processing off to, wherein each additional log
record is a unique log record having a unique incremented
component value.

26. A method for logging activities performed by multiple
components involved in a transaction, wherein the transac-
tion is processed by a receiving component that is instru-
mented for logging and a caller component that is not
instrumented for logging, the method comprising, at a
logging control system:

receiving a first log record, the first log record being

generated by the receiving component that is instru-
mented for logging transaction processes performed at
the receiving component, the first log record being
generated by the receiving component in response to
the receiving component receiving a handoff of trans-
action processing associated with [a] the transaction
from a caller component, and on behalf of the caller
[components] component that is not instrumented for
generating the first log record;

in response to receiving the first log record from the

receiving component, determining that the caller com-
ponent is a non-logging component; and

recording the first log record in a log maintained in

persistent storage to convey [a] the handoff of the
transaction processing from the caller component to the
receiving component.

27. The method recited in claim 26, wherein the method
further includes:

receiving a subsequent handoff log record associated with

handing off of the transaction processing from the
receiving component to a new logging component.

28. The method recited in claim 27, wherein the method
further includes:

receiving a new log record associated with the transaction

processing at the receiving component prior to the
subsequent handoff log record.

29. The method recited in claim 26, wherein the method
further includes reflecting the caller component is a non-
logging component in the log.

30. The method recited in claim 26, wherein the first log
record is based on a stored log record that includes a
transaction ID and an initial component value associated
with a previous component that passed the transaction
processing off to the caller component, the first log record
including the transaction ID and an incremented component
value that corresponds to the transaction processing being
passed off by the caller component.
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31. The method recited in claim 30, wherein the method
further includes:

receiving a transaction processing log record associated

with processing of the transaction by the receiving
component, the transaction processing log record being
generated by the receiving component and including
the transaction ID, the incremented component value
and a new extension component value that is associated
with the receiving component.

32. The method recited in claim 31, wherein the method
further includes:

receiving a new handoff log record associated with hand-

ing off of the transaction processing from the receiving
component to a new logging component.

33. The method recited in claim 32, wherein the new
handoft log record includes the transaction 1D, the incre-
mented component value and a new value that increments
and is based on the new extension component value.
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