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extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

-3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent ¢laims and are not drafied in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III  Ohservations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international applicatiorn, as follows:
See extra sheet(s).
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PCT/US20221035058

Continued frem Box No. (Il Observations where unity of fnvention Is iacking

This application contzins the following inventions or groups of Inventions Mlch are not 5o linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13,1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group |, cleims 1-23, is drawn to an implantable prosthesls comprising: the bady including: a hollow core siructure extending along a
core axis, the hollow care structure including a proximal apening at a proximal end theraof and a distal opening at a distal end thereof.

Group Il claims 24-40, ts drawn to a method offahricaﬁngi 2n implantable prosthesis, the method comprising acts of: (a) attaching a
plurallty of body segments to a sheet of implantable, blologically compatlble material,

Group I, claims 41-82, and 143-181, is drawn to an Implantabla prosthesis comprising: a body having a three-dimensional configuration
of biocompatible material, the body including: & hallew esra [ocated along a core axis.

Group IV, claims 83-142, is drawn to an implantable prosthesls comprising: the plurality of cavities being arranged in a first tier, a second
fler and a third fier stacked along the longitudinal axis between the proximal end and the distal end.

The inventiona listed aa Groups |, 11, Ul or IV do not relate to a single genaral inventlve concept under PCT Rule 13.1 bacause, under
PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features far the following reasons: the special technical feature of
the Group 1 invention: the body Including: a hollow core structure extending along a core axls, the hollow core structure including 8
proximal opening at a proximal end thereof and a distal opening at a distal end thereof; a plurality of body segments attachad 1o the
hollow ¢ora structure; and a plurality of cavities formed by the plurality of body segments, the plurality of cavities arranged in tha outward
radlal directlon facing away from the hollow core structure as dialmed thereln is not present In the Invention of Groups I, Ill or IV, The
speclal technleal feature of the Group |l inventlon: tha method comprising acts of: (a) attaching a plurality of body segments 1o a sheet of
implantable, biclogically compatible materlal; after act (a), rolling the sheet inta a tubular conflguration to form a hollow core structure
about a core axis, the plurality of body segments extending from the hollow core structure in an outward radial direction and being
arranged circumferentially about the cora axis; and after act (b), aacuring the sheet In the tubular conflguration as claimed thereln Is not
present in the invention of Greups I, Ill or IV. The special technical feature of the Group lll Invention: & bedy having a three-dimensional
configuration of biocompatible materlal, sach body segment including at least four body layers fabricated from a sheet of material, the
sheet being folded about a first fold and a second fold transverse to the first fold; and a plurality of cavitles formed by the plurality of bady
segments, the plurality of cavitles facing in the cutward radial direction away fromn the hellow core as claimed therein is not present in the
Invention of Groups |, Il or [V. The special technical feature of the Group IV invention: the plurality of cavities being arranged in a firat
tier, a second tier and a thizd ller stacked along the lengitudinal axis between tha proximal end and the distal end, the second tier belng
located botween the first tier and the third tier, each of the first tler, the secand tiar and the third tier including at least first and second
cavities, the first cavity in the first fier being aligned with the first cavity In the third tler along a first radial plane extending in a direction
fram the proximal end to the distal end of the body, the second cavity in the first fier belng allgned with the second cavity in the third tier
along a second redial plane extending in a direction from the proximal end to the distal end of the body as claimed therein is not present
In the invention of Groups I, If or I

Graups 1, [1, 11, and IV lack unity of invention because even thaugh the inventlans of theae groups require the technical featurs of an
Implantable prosthasis comprising: a body of biccompatible material having a hallow core structure about a core axis; a plurallty of body
segmenis baing arranged circumterentially about the hollow cone structure, this technical featura is not a special technical feature as it
does not make a contribution over the prier art.

Specifically, US 2017/:028162 to MED-EL Elektromedizinische Geraete GmbH teaches an Implantable prosthesia comprising: a body of
biecompatible material having a hollow core structure about a core axis; a plurality of body segmenis belng arranged circumferentially
ahout the hollow core structure (an electreds far use in connection with an implantable prosthesls, para. 0083, After full insertion of fhe
electrode 2700, the twa segments 2711 and 2743 situated on the back end 2705 of the electrade array are disconnected by a pullback
mavement on the segment which comprises the electrode. In this embodiment, the two segments 2711 and 2713 remain connacted at
the junction of the front end 2707 and back end 2705 of the elactroda 2700. When used with a cochlear implant, the two segments 2711
and 2713 also remain connected in a |ocaticn in the middle ear, para. 0085. Key to the retro-posiioning technigue is the synergy
batween the less flaxible ibbon 2715 and wire In the core of the restraining arm 2711 and the more flexible electrode branch 2713. An
Important element of the electrode 2700 |Is the segmented aspect of the efectrode, para. 0090).

Since none of the special technical features of the Group 1, 11, Il ar IV inventions are found In more than one of the inventions, unity of
invention is lacking.
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