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It has been found that when particularly thin gauge 
bags are arranged in a superposed stack, Such as poly 
ethylene or polypropylene for example, it is sometimes 
difficult to grasp the bottom of a single bag so that it may 
be removed by merely pulling the bottom of the upper 
most bag and thereby tearing it across the transverse 
perforate line described above. There is a definite tend 
ency for the bags to cling and stick together so that it 
is difficult to grasp the bottom of the uppermost bag in 
the stack without disturbing or having the remainder of 
the bags interfere with the rapid removal of a single bag. 
Moreover, if bags are dispensed or torn off in such a 
manner, when the user attempts to open the top portion 
of the bag which has been severed along the transverse 
perforate line, there is a tendency of the edges of thê 
bag top to stick or block together thereby necessitating 
extra handling by the user to gain access to the interior 
of the bag. 
The structure of the present dispenser pack remedies 

the foregoing dispensing problems by allowing access to 
the transverse perforated line located at the top portion 
of the uppermost bag in the stack. As illustrated in FIG. 
2 bag retaining flaps 8 and 8' are located in Such a 
manner so as to leave exposed a portion of the trans 
verse perforate dine extending across the uppermost bag 
in the pack, in an area intermediate the retaining flaps. 
This enables a user, when dispensing individual bags 
from the dispenser, to draw, using slight finger pressure, 
down across exposed portion 24” of the perforate line, 
thereby easily rupturing the perforate line across the 
upper, exposed side of the uppermost bag and by con 
tinued drawing in a single downward motion, severing a 
single bag from the stack of bags and simultaneosuly 
opening the bag itself to allow for immediate access to 
the bag’s interior. Thus, in a single continuous movement, 
the individual bag is easily separated from the remainder 
of bags in the stack, severed from the retaining means, 
and opened for immediate use. 

It will be understood that for large bags, i.e. bags 
whose length exceeds the desired finished package length, 
the bottom portion of the bags may be folded over to the 
extent required by the final package length, and the 
cover sheet folded over the folded bag stack and locked 
into place as described above. 
When the individual bags, for use with the package of 

the present invention, are fabricated, the bags are formed 
so that their finished length exceeds the length of the bag 
required for final use. This extra material is separated 
from the bag proper as the bag is dispensed by tearing 
across the perforate line, the extra materiai remaining 
secured, by the staple retaining means, to the container 
itself. The exact length of the extra material, i.e. the dis 
tance between the bag top and the transverse perforate 
line, may vary depending upon the type of bags that are 
packaged, however, for purposes of the present invention 
it has been found that from about 0.5 inch to about 1.5 
inches of extra material is generally Suitable, i.e., the 
transverse perforate line along which the bag is severed 
may be located, for example, from about 0.5 inch to 
about 1.5 inches below the open bag top. 
The bags which may be packaged in the dispenser pack 

of the present invention are generally of a design com 
mon to this type of bag. For example a bag as illustrated 
in FIG. 6, is essentially a flattened tube of plastic film 
sealed along the bottom edge and opened along the top 
portion thereof. A transverse line of perforations 24 ex 
tends transversely across the top portion of the bag to 
facilitate ease of removal of the individual bags from the 
dispenser pack of the present invention. 

FIG. 7 illustrates another type of plastic bag which may 
be employed with the present dispenser pack. In this in 
stance the bag, again, is essentially a flattened tube of 
thermoplastic closed at the bottom and open at the top. 
This type of bag, however, differs from the bag illustrated 
in FIG. 6 by virtue of the fact that the back wall portion 
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4. 
is slightly longer than the front wall thereby forming a 
lip extension 25 extending beyond the open bag mouth. 
This type of thermoplastic bag is commonly referred to 
as a side-seal bag. When this type of bag is employed in 
the dispenser pack of the present invention, a transverse 
perforate line extends across the entire length of said lip 
portion at its base or adjacent to the open mouth of the 
bag. When this type of bag is fastened in the present dis 
penser pack only the lip extension 25 of the bag is engaged 
by the staple fastening means, so that when an individual 
bag is dispensed by tearing across the perforate line, bag 
lip extension 25 remains fastened to the dispenser pack. 
The thermoplastic bags employed in the present inven 

tion may also be gussetted along their bottom or side 
edges dependent upon their end use application. 

it may be desired to suspend the package structure of 
the present invention at a convenient height while bags 
are being dispensed from the package. This may be accom 
plished by providing the package with apertures, 26 and 
26' in FIG. 2, extending through retaining flaps 18 and 
18", the upper portions of the bags above the transverse 
perforate line, and through the upper edges of cover sheet 
12 and backing sheet 11 respectively. These openings, ex 
tending through the top of the bag pack, allow for con 
venient suspension of the pack on any suitable extension 
or protrusions, such as a pair of spaced apart nails for 
example, either when the bags are being dispensed or 
when the pack is not in use. 

In some instances, in order to protect the contents of 
the bag pack of the present invention from contamina 
tion, which may enter through the open side edges of the 
pack, it has been found desirable to encase the entire 
package of bags in a thermoplastic, tight-fitting, continu 
ous, protective enclosure. This may be accomplished by 
inserting the bag pack into a bag or pouch constructed 
of a thermoplastic, heat shrinkable, film such as poly 
ethylene, irradiated polyethylene, or polypropylene for 
example. Next, the top of the pouch containing the bag 
package is sealed. Finally, the exterior of the thermoplastic 
encased package is exposed to heat, sufficient enough to 
cause the pouch to shrink tightly about the package; 
thereby providing the bag package with a tight-fitting, 
continuous protective enclosure. When the package is 
ready for use, the thermoplastic protective covering may 
be easily removed from the bag pack by simply tearing it 
Open. 
Although the present invention has been described 

with preferred embodiments, it is to be understood that 
modifications and variations may be resorted to without 
departing from the spirit and scope of this invention, as 
those skilled in the art will readily understand. Such varia 
tions and modifications are considered to be in the pur 
view and scope of this invention. 
What is claimedis: 
1. A package of bags comprising a superposed stack 

of thermoplastic bags, each of said bags having a trans 
verse line of perforations extending across the top portion 
thereof; a continuous protective cover enclosing said 
stack of bags, said cover comprising a backing sheet and 
a cover sheet hinged together along a side edge and upon 
which the bags are stacked, a pair of bag retaining flaps 
extending transversely across the upper edge of said back 
ing sheet and said cover sheet respectively, and folded 
over the top portion of said bag stack and fastened there 
to; said pair of bag retaining flaps being further charac 
terized in that they are spaced apart whereby a central 
portion of said perforate line is exposed when said pack 
age is in an open condition; a backing sheet locking lip 
hinged along the side edge of said backing sheet, said lip 
containing a centrally located slit, a locking tab extending 
along the side edge of said cover sheet and adapted for 
insertion into said slit when said package of bags is closed 
by folding said cover sheet over said backing sheet. 
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2. A package of bags as defined in claim 1 wherein 3,116, 154 12/1963 Rumsey. 
said package is encased in a tight-fitting, continuous 3,145,839 8/1964 Lowry -------------- 206---57 
thermoplastic protective enclosure. 3,198,325 8/1965 White --------------- 206---57 
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