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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIAM. F. MUNROE, OF BOSTON, MASSACEUSETTS, 

IMPROVEMENT IN COSTUMERY. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 128,559, dated July 2, 1872. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM FosTERMUN 

ROE, of the city of Boston and State of Mas 
sachusetts, have invented certain Improve 
ments in Costumery, by which “mystic chang 
es” (which term. I have copy-righted) from 
male to female attire can be produced for the 
atrical or other purposes; and I do hereby de 
clare that in the following specification is con 
tained a full, clear, and exact description of 
my said invention, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawing and to the letters of 
reference marked thereon. 
Myinvention relates to means whereby the 

body of a coat may be rapidly detached from 
the person and allowed to fall below the waist, 
releasing at the same time the skirt of a dress 
concealed under the body of the coat, which 
falls, covering the latter; it also relates to 
means whereby the appearance of a low-cut 
buckled shoe may be rapidly changed to that 
of a high balmoral boot fitting around the 
ankle and leg; my invention further relates 
to means whereby buttons having a bright 
surface, as well as epaulettes, may be re 
versed so that a black outward surface is pre 
sented. 
In the further description of my invention 

which follows, due reference must be had to 
the accompanying drawing, in which 

Figure I is a front view of the body of a coat 
having my invention applied thereto. Fig. 2 
is a view of a leg, upon which certain parts of 
my invention are shown. 

Similar letters of reference indicate similar 
parts of the invention. 
In Fig. 1, A is the body of a coat, opening 

at a, upon the outside of the sleeves and at the 
shoulders. Pins are represented by b, which 
are attached to a string, c, permanently fast 
ened to the coat-collar, as shown at c'. The 
strings c pass through loops d at the bottoms 
of the sleeves, which prevent their being de 
tached from the coat. Buttons at the ends of 
the strings c are shown by e. By pulling the 
strings ate the pins b are detached thereby and 
drawn, opening the coat on the shoulders and 
down the outsides of the sleeves, allowing the 
body of the coat to fall below the waist, at 

which point it is caught. At the same mo 
ment the skirt of a dress, which was concealed 
behind the body of the coat, and is fastened 
around the waist, falls over the body of the 
coat, now hanging down, concealing it from 
View. 
In Fig. 2, A represents a gaiter, opening at 

a, where it is held to the legs by pins b, at 
tached to the strings c, reaching to the waist, 
through the loop d. The gaiter comes down 
over a balmoral boot, g, the top of which is 
seen at f; a buckle, h, is attached to the bot 
tom of the gaiter; another string, l, is secured 
to the bottom of the gaiter, as shown at k, and 
reaches up to the waist. When the gaiter is 
fitted to the leg the person appears to be wear 
ing a low-cut buckled shoe; but when the 
pins are drawn by pulling the string c and the 
gaiter is lifted to the waist, under the skirt of 
the dress, by the string l, the foot and ankle 
E. shown as being fitted with a high balmoral 
OOt. 
In Fig. 1, buttons are represented by m, 

which are upon wires m, acting as pivots. 
The buttons are bright upon one surface and 
black upon the other. Strings are shown by 
c, which attach to the tops of the buttons and 
join at the button e. A double row of but 
tons are here shown, but the rows may be sin 
gle, double, or of any number. The buttons 
also may be placed upon any article of dress, 
they only being shown in the position indi 
cated for the sake of convenient illustration. 
By pulling the strings c ate the buttons in, 
turning upon the pivot m, present their op 
posite surfaces. The buttons in may be used 
in connection with the other features of my 
invention, or separately from them. 
By the means hereinbefore described almost 

instantaneous changes, without leaving the 
stage or the presence of public gaze, may be 
made continuously from male to female attire, 
and other striking transformations effected, 
which, in the theatrical profession, and as a 
means of amusement, are valuable and much 
desired. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and which I wish to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 
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1. The pins battached to the strings c and stantially as described, for the purpose set 
buttonse, and combined with the loops d and forth. 
article of Wearing apparel, substantially as de- W. F. MUNROE. 
scribed, for the purpose set forth. 

2. Abutton, m, having opposite faces of con- Witnesses: 
trasting colors, hung upon a pivot, m, and CHAs. A. WING, 
adapted to be reversed by the string e, sub- L. E. WAYO. 

  


