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(57) Abstract: Impact-attenuation members (100) include body. portions, optionally with an arched structure (102, 104), that define
& a base orientation and an open space; and a spring member (108) extending across the open space and engaging the body portion
o (s). When a force is applied to the body portion (s) in at least some orientations and/or directions of incident force, e.g., so as
to change the impact-attenuation member out of its base orientation, the spring member may exert a force that urges the impact-
attenuation member back toward the base orientation. Various example structures for the impact-attenuation member are described.
Such impact-attenuation members may be used inarticles of foot-receiving device products.
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later than the priority date claimed .

“T* later document published after the international filing date
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*X* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention
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involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.1

Claims Nos.: 24-77

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 24-77

The present application contains 77 claims, of which 6. are independent.
There is no clear distinction between the independent claims because of
overlapping scope. Therée are so many claims, and they are drafted in
such a way that the claims as a whole are not in compliance with the
provisions of clarity and conciseness of Article 6 PCT, as it is
particularly burdensome for a skilled person to estab11sh the
subject-matter for which protect1on is sought. The non-compliance with
the substantive provisions is to such an extent, that the search was
performed taking into consideration the non—comp11ance in determining
the extent of the search (PCT Guidelines 9. 19 and 9.25).

The search was based on the subject-matter that, as far as can be
understood, could reasonably be expected to be claimed later in the
procedure, and the-corresponding claims, namely 1-23.

The app11cant s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the app11cat10n proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during exam1nat1on before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT dec]arat1on be
overcome.
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Box No.ll  Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

\/
2. Claims Nos.: 24-77 :
because they relate to parts of the international application that do net comply with the prescribed requnrements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No.lll Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the apphcant this international search report covers allsearchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees. .
3. D As only some of the required additiona! search fees were timely paid by the apphcant this international search reportcovers

only those claims for Wthh fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Conseguently, this international search report is

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: ;

Remark on Protest ' The additional search fees were accompamed by the apphcant’s protest and where applicable, the
— payment of a protest fee.

<DThe additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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