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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, PEILIP NEWTON, a sub-
ject of the Queen of Great Britain, residing
at Grand Harbor, in the Province of New
Brunswick and Dominion of Canada, have in-
vented a new and useful Fork, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to culinary utensils,

-and particularly to a fork adapted for cook-

ing purposes, as in placing articles in and re-
moving the same from vessels, the object-in
view being fo provide a simple and readily-
manipulated device having duplicate forked
members adapted to grasp an article by bear-
ing, respectively, upon opposite sides thereof,
the pressure necessary to hold said article be-
ing applied either by means of the grasp of
the operator upon the handles or by spring
action, »

Further objects and advantages of this in-
vention will appear in the following deserip-
tion, and the novel features thereof will be
particularly pointed out in the appended
claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a cooking-fork constructed in aceord-
ance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a central
longitudinal section of the same. TFig.3isa
transverse section of the rear portions of the
handle members. Fig. 4 is a detail trans-
verse section through the front ends of the
handle members to illustrate the manner of
securing the fork-shanks to said members.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding partsin all the figures of the draw-
ings.

The handle, which embodies the essential
feature of my invention, comprises opposite
handle members 1, which are bowed inwardly
or toward each other at their centers and are
pivotally connected by means of ears 2, said
handle members diverging from this pivotal
point toward their front and rear extremities
to form front and rear grips, the entire length
of the handle, including said front and rear
grips, being approximately equal to the width
of the hand of an operator, whereby the op-
erator by contracting the rear portion of the
hand, as by the third and fourth fingers, may
force the rear extremities of the handle mem-
bers toward each other to open the front ex-
tremities of said handle members, or by con-
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tracting the front portion of the hand, as by
the index and second fingers, the frount por-
tions of the handle members may be pressed
toward each other to spread the rear portions.
The rear extremities of the rear grips, or those
portions of the handle members which are lo-
cabed in rear of the pivotal point, are prefer-
ably curved inwardly or toward each other to
form stops 8, whereby the outward or spread-
ing movement of the front extremities of the
handle members is limited, and in practice I
prefer to interpose an actuating or closing
spring 4 between the rear grips, or the por-
tions of the handle members in rear of their
pivotal connection, to normally hold the front

extremities of thehandle membersin contact,

as shown in Fig. 1. In order to form com-
fortable exterior bearing-surfaces forthe han-

| dle members and at the same time secure a

light construction, I preferably form the han-
dle members of cross-sectionally concavo-con-
vex strips of metal or itsequivalent, as clearly
illustrated in Fig. 8.

Any desired construction of engaging mem-
bers may be employed in connection with the
handle above described, but in the construc-
tion illustrated the fork-shanks5, which carry
the tongues 8, are attached, respectively, to
the handle membeis and are adapted to lie
in contact when the handle members are in
their normal or closed position. A simple
form of connection between the shanks of the
engaging devices and the extremities of the
handle members is illustrated in Figs. 2 and
4, wherein said front extremities of the han-
dle members are longitudinally channeled to
form cross-sectionally dovetailed grooves or
seats in which are fitted the extremities 6 of
the shanks, threaded fastening-pins 7 being
extended through the front ends of the han-
dle members to engage the extremities of the
shanks and prevent longitudinal displace-
ment.

From the above description it will be seen
that by reason of the deflection or divergence
of the handle members in front and in rear
of their pivotal point of connection the en-

gaging devices carried, respectively, by the-

handle members may be either separated or
swung toward each other to release or engage
an article by pressure, respectively, upon the
rear or front grips comprising said handle
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members, and hence the device may be oper-
ated without the use of the closing-spring 4,
but I prefer to use said spring, the same be-
ing of light tension, in order to hold the en-
gaging members of the device in their con-
tracted or closed position when the utensil is
not in use.

By construeting the engaging devices inde-
pendently of the handle, which forms the es-
sential feature of my invention, and detach-
ably securing the shanks of said devices, re-
spectively, to the handle members, a broken
member of the engaging devices may be re-
placed at a small cost without affecting the
efficiency of the handle.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of this
invention.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is— )

1. A handle having opposite members piv-
otally connected approximately at their cen-
ters to form front and rear grips arranged re-
spectively in front and in rear of the said
point of connection, whereby the hand which
grasps the handle isadapted to contract either
the front or the rear portion of the handle by
pressure applied either in front or in rear of
the point of connection, in combination with
engaging devices carried respectively by the
handle members, substantially as specified.

2. A handle comprising opposite members
pivotally connected approximately at their
centers to form front and rear grips arranged
respectively in front and in rear of the point
of connection, said handle members being
bowed inwardly or toward each other at their
centers to form deflected or divergent front
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and rear portions, whereby the hand which
grasps the handle may compress either the
front or the rear grips to swing the handle

"members in opposite directions, and means

for limiting the inward movement of the rear
extremities of the handle members, in combi-
nation with engaging devices carried respec-
tively by the handle members and projecting
forwardly from the front extremities of said
members, substantially as specified.

3. The combination of a handle comprising
opposite members pivotally connected ap-
proximately at their centers and having front
and rear grips arranged respectively in front
and in rear of the pivotal point of connec-
tion, whereby the handle members may be
swung in opposite directions by pressure ap-
plied respectively to the front and rear grips,
the front extremities of the handle members
being longitudinally channeled to form dove-
tailed grooves or seats, and an actuating-
spring interposed between the rear portions
of the handle members, to normally hold the
front extremities thereof in contact, with en-
gaging devices having cross-sectionally dove-
tailed extremities fitting removably in said
seats or grooves, and fastening-pins engag-
ing said extremities of the shanks and the
contiguous portions of the handle members
to prevent accidental longitudinal displace-
ment of the engaging devices, substantially
as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

PHILIP NEWTON.
Witnesses:
ARTHUR A. LEARY,
DeELrA N. LEARY.
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