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To all whom it may concern; 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM DoWLING, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
the city of St. Louis, State of Missouri, 
have invented a certain new and useful Im 
provement in Metallic Newel Construction, 
of which the following is a full, clear, and 
exact description, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had to the accompanying drawings, forming 
part of this specification. . 
My invention relates broadly to metallic 

building structures, and specifically to a 
form of newel post for metallic stairway 
construction. 

For reasons of economy, it is desirable in 
the construction of metallic stairways to 
have as many of the parts of more or less 
standard construction so that they may be 
kept constantly in stock and utilized to fill 
orders calling for a variety of disposals or 
dimensions. This enables the filling of or 
ders rapidly and at a considerable Saving 
over instances wherein it is necessary to 
roll and form as well as fabricate the ma 
terial. 

It is the purpose of my invention to pro 
vide a form of newel post of standard size 
which may be adapted to use in connection 
with various sizes of associated building 
structure members without requiring shap 
ing or fabrication. 
As will be understood from the accom 

panying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 represents the application of my 

invention, Fig. 2, a side elevational detail, 
and Fig. 3 across section substantially on 
line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 
The invention contemplates a column 

member 1 formed of sheet metal, and suit 
ably finished at its upper end with a cap 2. 
An adjustable portion 4 has a reduced por 
tion 5 adapted to extend slidably within the 
column member 1. Said reduced portion 
extends only part-way of the depth of the 
column member 1 and the adjustable mem 
ber 4, leaving a shoulder 6 on the latter. 
By sliding the adjustable member 4 in 

Wardly or outwardly relative to the column 
member 1, the distance between the shoulder 
6 and the bottom of the column member 1 
may be adjusted. The adjustable member 
is suitably finished at its lower end by a cap 
7. This relative adjustability of members 
1 and 4 enables the use of the newel in con 
nection with various depths of structural 
members 8 upon which the newel and the 
stair structure are Supported. In view of 
the fact that the structural members 
yary considerably in depth, the adjusta 
bility of the newel obviates a great deal of 
fabricating when the newels are installed. 
In the use of my improved form, it is neces 
Sary simply to adjust the member 4 relative 
to the member 1, so that there is the proper 
Spacing between the shoulder 6 and the bot 
tom of the member 1 to accommodate the 
Structural member 8. The members 1 and 
4 are then Secured in the proper relative po 
sition by suitable fastenings 9. 
I have illustrated the column member 1 

and the adjustable member 4 as quadri 
lateral in contour, although, of course, it is 
obvious that they may be of other form. 

I am aware also that other changes may 
be made in the structure without departing 
from the spirit of the invention. . 
What I claim is: 
1. A newel comprising a column member, 

an adjustable member mounted thereon, a 
shoulder on Said adjustable member, which 
shoulder is adapted to coöperate with the 
column member to embrace a structural 
member, and means for securing the adjust 
able member to said column member. 

2. A newel comprising a pair of members 
having overlapping portions, one of which 
members is provided with a cut-away por 
tion adapted to receive a structural member, 
and a shoulder portion adapted to, coöp 
erate with a portion of the other member 
for the purpose described. 

3. A newel formed in two parts, one of 
which telescopes the other and one of said 
parts being cut away to form a shoulder 
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adapted to coöperate with a portion of the 
other part to engage a structural member. 
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4. A newel formed in two parts, one of signature in the presence of two witnesses, 
which telescopes the th Ole S. E. this twelfth day of May, 1914. 
parts being cut away to form a shoulder adapted to coöperate with a portion of the WILLIAM DOWLING. 

5 other part to engage a structural, member, Witnesses: 
and means for rigidly connecting said parts. JosepH SMITH, 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my FLOYD. D. BRYAN, 

  


