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The present invention pertains to a pin cushion which 
is tomato-shaped and is commonly termed a tomato pin 
cushion. 

Heretofore tomato pin cushions have been manufac 
tured having a sawdust, cotton or similar type stuffing 
as the body thereof. These pin cushions also have buds 
attached thereto which usually contain a combination of 
Sawdust and emery powder therein for cleaning needles; 
said needles being inserted therein for purposes of clean 
ing the same. However, the abrasive action of the pow 
dered emery upon said needles is in most instances insuf 
ficient to properly clean the needles; i.e., to remove oxi 
dation and other impurities thereon. Another problem 
that is usually encountered in the manufacture of the 
aforesaid type of pin cushion is that after the body cover 
ing has been stuffed, one of the ends of said covering 
must be manually shirred and then sewn. This operation 
requires a Substantial amount of time, labor and cost, and 
the resultant product does not have a neatly finished 
appearance. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to pro 
vide a tomato pin cushion which has a neatly finished 
appearance and which obviates the need for a complex 3 
shirring operation in the manufacture thereof. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a tomato pin cushion having a body made of plastic 
material. 

It is yet another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a tomato pin cushion having a body covering made 
of a stretchable fabric. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide 
a tomato pin cushion having a pair of petals made of 
emery cloth thereon. 

It is yet a further object of the present invention to 
provide a tomato pin cushion which can be manufactured 
relatively easily and inexpensively. 
These and other objects, features and advantages of the 

present invention will become more apparent when con 
sidered in conjunction with the following drawings, 
wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view of a tomato pin 

cushion in accordance with the present invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a partial side elevational view of the 

tomato pin cushion depicted by FIGURE 1 showing the 
top portion thereof partially disassembled. 
FIGURE 3 is a front elevational view of the body of 

the tomato pin cushion of the present invention partially 
sectioned. 
FIGURE 4 is a side elevational view of the tomato pin 

cushion with the parts thereof disassembled. 
FIGURE 5 is a plan view of one of the leaves shown in 

FIGURE 1. 
Referring now to the drawings, FIGURE 1 shows a 

tomato pin cushion 10 having a body portion 2; said 
body portion having a leaf 14 secured at the bottom 
thereof, and a leaf 16 and a pair of petals 18 secured to 
the top thereof. 
The body portion 12 comprises a tomato-shaped plastic 

ball 20 having a hole 22 extending vertically therethrough, 
said ball being made of styrofoam, urethane foam or any 
other suitable plastic material, and a covering 24 which is 
preferably made of a knitted stretchable fabric, but may 
be made of any other suitable stretchable fabric. The 
body covering 24 is of a tubular configuration having a 
top end 26 and a bottom end 28, as best seen in FIGURE 
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3; Said top end being shirred by means of a staple 30 
attached thereto and then inserted into the hole 22 at the 
top of Said body portion, and said bottom end being 
Shirred by inserting the same into said hole at the bottom 
of said body portion (as seen in FIGURE 4). 

Petals 18, having stems 19, consist of an inner surface 
of emery cloth 31 and an outer surface of flock 32; said 
flock being applied to the smooth or rear surface of said 
emery cloth. The stems 19 of said petals are inserted into 
a slit 36 in the leaf 16 (as shown in FIGURE 5) and then 
Secured, as by gluing, to the leaf 16 and the top end 26 
of said covering 24, said leaf also being glued to said 
shirred top end, thereby securing said petals and said leaf 
to said body portion. The bottom leaf 14 is similarly 
glued to the shirred bottom end 28 of said covering 24 to 
complete the assembly of said tomato pin cushion. 

In the present embodiment of the invention the leaves 
14 and 16 are made of a green colored felt material, while 
the body covering 24 and the flock 32 are made of red 
colored material, thus giving said pin cushion the illusory 
appearance of a tomato. However, the pin cushion may 
be made from any color material, thereby forming a 
tomato pin cushion which has colors other than red and 
green; e.g., yellow and green. 

It should be noted that when it is desired to clean a 
needle all that is required is that the needle be inserted 
between said petals, which are then pressed together by 
an individual's thumb and forefinger and the needle is 
rotated therebetween, the abrasive surface of said emery 
cloth being sufficient to remove any oxidation or other 
impurities on said needle. 

It should also be noted that while I have described said 
tomato pin cushion as having the top end 26 thereof 
shirred by means of a staple 30 attached thereto, it is also 
possible to shirr said end by merely inserting the same into 
the top of the hole 22. 

It is thus seen that I have provided a new and novel 
type pin cushion which can be manufactured easily and 
inexpensively and which has a completely reliable needle 
cleaning means as a part thereof. 
While I have shown and described the preferred em 

bodiments of my invention, there are many modifications 
which may be made therein without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the ap 
pended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A tomato pin cushion including a body portion 

formed of a tomato-shaped plastic ball having a hole ex 
tending vertically therethrough and a covering of stretch 
able fabric thereon, said covering having end portions 
adapted to be shirred by insertion into said hole, a leaf 
shaped felt piece secured to each end portion of said 
covering, and a pair of petals formed of emery cloth 
secured to said leaf-shaped felt piece at the top end of 
said body portion. 

2. A tomato pin cushion in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein said tomato-shaped plastic ball is made of styro 
foam and said petals have flock applied to one surface of 
said emery cloth to form the outer surface of said petals. 

3. A tomato pin cushion including a body portion 
formed of a tomato-shaped styrofoam plastic ball having 
a hole extending vertically therethrough and a tubular 
covering of knitted stretchable fabric thereon, said cover 
ing having a top end portion and a bottom end portion, 
a staple, said top end portion being shirred by attaching 
said staple to Said top end portion and inserting the same 
into said hole at the top of said ball, said bottom end por 
tion being shirred by inserting the same into said hole at 
the bottom of said ball, a first leaf-shaped felt piece cov 
ering said hole and being secured to said bottom end 
portion, a second leaf-shaped felt piece having a slit 
therein, a pair of petals having stems, said petals being 
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formed of emery cloth and having flock applied to one 
surface thereof to form the outer surface of said petals, 
said petals being inserted into said slit in said second 
leaf-shaped felt piece and secured thereto, and said stems 
and said second leaf-shaped felt piece covering said hole 
and being secured to said top end portion of said body 
covering. 
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