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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, NATHAN M. PHILLIPs, 

of the city of New York, in the State of New 
York, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Spring-Pins or Safety-Pins; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full and exact description of the same. 

I have discovered that a simple wire of hard 
brass or other suitable material, properly 
sharpened at one end, may be bent in such 
form as to not only allow the convenient and 
safe engagement of the point, and the lib 
eration thereof when desired, but also to com 
pletely cover and shield the point when the 
pin is locked. 
The accompanying drawings form a part of 

this specification, and represent what I con 
sider the best form in which the invention may 
be carried out. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation, and Fig. 2 is an 
edge view, representing the device in a locked 
position. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a por 
tion on a larger scale. The strong lines rep 
resent the point in the engaged or locked po 
sition. The dotted lines represent the point 
in the act of being disengaged. 

Similar letters of reference indicate like 
parts in all the figures. 
A is the shank or back; B, a coil, which may 

be repeated two or more times to afford a suf. 
ficient amount of elastic yielding with suitable 
strength. C is the sharpened arm, which forms 
the pin proper. The wire at the end of the 
shank A, opposite to the spring B, is bent in 
a peculiar manner, so as to both confine and 

shield the point when it is engaged. D is an 
upward band. E is a backward band, and F 
a downward band toward the shank A. G. H. 
is a loop, bent or inclined as shown. 
The inclination of the loop G H is very im 

portant. The loop need not be plain, but is 
preferably bent in the form represented. It 
is essential that it be so formed and inclined 
that the point of the spring-arm C may be re 
ceived and firmly confined within it, and that 
it can be liberated by simply pressing down 
the point into the position indicated by the 
dotted lines in Fig. 3, and then springing it 
to one side. 
When the arm C is locked its point is not 

only effectually confined within the loop GH, 
but is also shielded by the bend D E F, so 
that the point is not only prevented from deep 
ly engaging with any clothing with which it 
comes in contact, but is also shielded from 
being allowed to abrade the surface in the 
least, 

I claim as Iny invention 
In a safety-pin, the bent guard and connec 

tion D E F, in combination with the loop GH, 
and constructed and arranged to operate sub 
stantially as described. 

Ill testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand this 30th day of March, 1875, in the 
presence of two subscribing witnesses. 

NATHAN M. PEIILLIPS. 
Witnesses: 

WM. C. DEY, 
M. A. WAN NAMEE. 
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