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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

EDWARD WILSON FARNHAM, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-
THIRD TO DAVID B. MORISON, OF SAME PLACE.

FILE-HOLDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 550,607, dated December 3, 1895.
Application filed March 81, 1893, Serial No. 467,033, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, EpwARD WILSON FARN-
HAM, of Chicago, Cook county, Ilinois, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in File-Holders, of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact description, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings and to the letters of reference marked
thereon.

My invention relates to simple devices for
securing files of paper in convenient pack-
ages, which are very easily manipulated
either for the purpose of securing or remov-
ing files therefrom and which can be made at
a nominal cost when compared to file-holders
of similar capacity now extensively in use,
substantially as hereinafter fully deseribed,
and as illustrated in the drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of one form
of my improved file-holder, showing the files
secured therein. Fig. 2is a similar perspec-
tive view of the same with the files removed
therefrom. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of
the cord-fastening device used in connection
therewith. TFig. 4 is a perspective view of
another form of my improved file-holder,
showing the same filled with files. TFig. 5 is
a similar perspective view of the same with
the files removed therefrom, and Figs. 6, 7,
and 8 are perspective views of detfails of con-
struction used in connection therewith.

In the drawings, A represents a rectangular
board or tray of a width and length sufficient
for the papers it is desired tofile tobe stacked
thereon, and B represents a cover consisting
of a board of practically the same dimensions
as the tray. At one end of the tray I provide
it with a hook C. This consists, preferably,
of a single length of wire bent double and
then having the bent end (opposite that
formed by its extremities)shaped into a hook,
s0 that the space between the back x thereof
and the hook proper will gradually decrease
from the point v to the bend . The legs of
this hook are preferably spread apart and
bent rearward and have their extremities
sharpened, so that they can be driven into
the.edge of the tray, as shown in Fig. 6. At

the opposite end of the tray is a V-shaped
staple K, the legs of which are bent back and
sharpened, so that when they are driven into

the end edge of the tray, as shown in Figs. 5

and 7, and so that the exposed inverted-V

part of said staple will rise above the upper -

surface of the tray about asshown. ~Arising
centrally from about the center of the top of
the cover is a headed stud D, which serves
the purpose of a turning-post for the cord or
string K, with which the tray and cover are
bound together.

The operation of the holderabove described
is substantially as follows: After the files are
placed on the tray and the cover placed over
them one end of the cord is caught in the hook
Cand drawn upward (thus tightening the hold
of said hook thereon) over the cover: to stud
D, around which it is given a half-turn. It
is then passed laterally clear around the file-
holder back to the stud again, around which
it takes another half-turn, and then pursues
a longitudinal course to the rear edge of the
cover and down to the staple F. The end of
the cord is secured in this staple simply by
drawing it through the same and up into the
angle thereof.

It makes no difference how large a package
of papers it is desired to file in a holder thus
constructed. Practically the only limitisin
the length of the cord. The stud D is not
absolutely necessary, because it is obvious
that the cord can be wound around the file-
holder in the manner described without the
aid of the stud. Itisalso apparent that while
I prefer to use a cover such cover can be dis-
pensed with. . Its use, however, protects the
papers, and for that reason it is desirable.

In Fig. 1 I show a construction of a file-
holder which is substantially the same as that
above described and whieh is illustrated in
the last five figures of the drawings. This
has a tray o and a cover or top board b, but
instead of having the devices for securing
the cord on the end edges of the tray has
them secured to its longitudinal side edges.
I prefer to use two pairs of corresponding
clamps ¢ ¢, each pair being secured, prefer-
ably, to the longitudinal side edges of the
tray in transverse alignment with each other.
These clamps consist of a wire the. ends of
each of which are pieferably pointed and
which is bent in the form of a U-shaped sta-
ple, the extremities of the parallel portions
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of which are bent at right angles to said par-
allel portions and to the horizontal connect-
ing portions thereof. Each of these clamps
is also provided with an upwardly-extending
return loop 2z about the center of length of
the horizontal connecting portions, which is
very narrow, so that when the cord d, used
in connection therewith, is slipped into said
loop and drawn upward it is securely held
therein. There is one of these cords d used
for each pair of clamps. One end thereof is
secured in one clamp ¢ and then passed up
and transversely over the papers in the holder
to and through the loop of the opposite clamp;
where its opposite end is similarly secured.
The papers are prevented from slipping lon-
gitudinally out of the.front end of the holder
by a guard-rail e, secured to the front edge
of the tray a, and this guard also permits the
placing of a cord or strip of paper back of it,
80 as to hold it against the papers in the file-
holder to indicate the contents of the latter,
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. This guard, how-
ever, while desirable, is not absolutely nec-
essary and may be dispensed with.

It is possible and in some cases even desir-
able to substitute the clamps ¢ for the hook
C and staple I, or vice versa. Insucha con-
tingency one would be just as efficacious as
the other.

I do not wish to be understood as claiming
the idea of placing files of paper or other me-
dium between two boards, as the tray A and
cover B, and then by means of a strap or cord
fastening the same into a secure parcel; bub
what I parmeulzuly aim to aceomplish is the
combination, with such tray and cover and
cord, of means which enable me to tempora-
rily seeme the ends of the cord in such msn-
ner thatsaid cord can be unfastened by merely
pulling downward on one or both ends of the
same and then files added to or abstracted
from between the tray and cover and the cord
wrapped tightly around the file-holder (of the
same or increased or decreased dimensions)
and its ends fastened by being merely slipped
into said clamps.

‘What I claim as new is—

1. In a file-holder and binder, a tray upon
which said files are stacked, cord clamping
devices secured to said tray, and arising from
the edges thereof, and a normally 1ndepend—
ent cover, in combmatlon with a nor mally in-
dependent cord, which when in use is wound
around said holde1 and has one of its ends
removably and temporarily secured in said
clamping devices; said clamping devices and
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said dord serving as and furnighing 4 guide
to retain said files in place, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

2. In a file-holder and binder, a tray upon
which said files are stacked, 001d clamping
devices secured to the edges of said tr ay hav-
ing impinging parts between which a cord can
be removably secured, and a normally inde-
pendent cover, in combination with a nor-
mally independent cord, which when in use
is wound around said holder, has one end re-
movably and temporarily secured in said
clamping devicesand forms a guide and means
for securing the files in place, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.

3. In a file-holder and binder, a tray upon
which said files are stacked, cord. clamping de-
vices secured to the édges of the tr ay, having
inner surfacesarising above said edges where-
by they serve as 0"uldes and pro_Vlded with
impinging parts, between which the cord can
be removably secured, and a normally inde-
pendent cover, in combination with a nor-
mally independent cord, which when in use
is wound around said holder; has one end re-
movably and temporarily secured in said
clamping devices, and constitutés & continua-
tion of the guides formed by the clamping de-

vices, subs‘oantmlly as and for the purpose set-

forth.

4. In a file-holder and binder, a tray tpon
whiech said files are stacked, cord elamplnw de-
vices secured to the edoes of the tray which
are provided with impinging parts between
which thie cord can be temporarily secured,
and a normally independent cover, having a
stud pr ojecting upward from the top thereof
in combination with said nor ‘mally 1ndepend—
ent cord, which when in use is wound around
said holder, and has one end removably and
temporarily secured in said clamping device,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

5. In a file-holder and binder, & tray upon
which said files are stacked, cord clampmfr de-
vices secured to said ‘nray a normally inde-
pendent cover and 4 stud secured centrally to
the upper surface of said cover, in combina-
tion with a normally 1ndependent cord which
when inuse is wound dround said holder, and
has one of its ends removably and tempora-
rily secured in said clamping dévices; and
serves as a guide to keep said files in plaee,
substantlally as and for the purpose set forth.

EDWARD WILSON FARNIIAM.

Witnesses:

D. B. MORISON,
E. J. DYKINS:
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