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This invention relates to an improvement in cigarette
packages having in combination, means for projecting the
contents therefrom and a receptacle attached thereto for
collecting waste products. The entire cigarette package
may be enclosed in an outer protective wrapper, such as a
cellophane jacket, whereby the wrapper may be destroyed
without disturbing the ejector mechanism or associated
receptacle.

It is the primary object of the invention to provide an
ejector mechanism for facilitating the removal of the
first or later cigarettes from either side of the package
top without mutilation thereof. Further, the ejecting
mechanism may be repeatedly used without disturbing the
remaining adjacent contents of the cigarette package.

It is also a most important object of the invention to
provide a cigarette package having a receptacle as'a com-
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" The elevating mechanism of the present embodiment
comprises ejecting flap members 20 disposed at opposite
ends of the base member 16 and formed by inwardly ex-
tending, longitudinal slits 18 cut in the base member.
The flap members 20 are normally positioned in the
plane of and hingedly joined to the base member 16 along
a stationary axis extending transversely between the lon-
gitudinal slits 18 so that the cigarettes 24 supported there-
on remain in a non-elevated position. )

Also, the principles of the invention are broadly ap-
plicable to an ejector mechanism comprising an elevating
flap member hingedly secured to the inside bottom of a
cigarette package. However, this embodiment, although
achieving the same results, would extend the cigarettes
supported on the flap member above the level of those
positioned adjacent the package bottom, thereby destroy-
ing package uniformity and causing an undesirable bulge
at the top of the package. Furthermore, the hinge
mounting itself would form a slight lip or obstruction
which would impair the feeding of adjacent cigarettes to
the elevating flap member.

The operating means for elevating the ejecting flap
members 20 consists of either pull-tabs 26, formed from
string or tape which is secured to underlie both the flap-
members 20 and the base member 16, as best illustrated

- in Figures 3 and 4, or may be formed integrally with the
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ponent part thereof and in combination therewith for

receiving waste material which accompanies the smoking
of cigarettes. This receptacle is designed to permit:the
extinguishment and disposal of cigarettes and matches
without creating a fire hazard.

The aforesaid objects of the invention will best be
understood. from the following description of a preferred
embodiment thereof illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a combination ciga-
rette package ejector mechanism and open receptacle
constructed in accordance with the invention;

Figure 2 is a front elevation of the package in closed
position illustrating the construction thereof in accord-
ance with the invention;

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the ejecting mechanism
shown in Figures 1 and 2;

Figure 4 is a side elevation of the same;

Figure 5 is a perspective view illustrating a modified
form of the ejector mechanism;

Figure 6 is a perspective view illustrating an extension
of an integral pull tab means having indicia applied there-
to; and

Figure 7 is a perspective view illustrating an extension
of a string operating means having indicia applied thereto.

Having more particular reference to the drawings,
wherein like characteristics of reference will designate
corresponding parts throughout, there is shown in Figure
1 a cigarette package 10 having a top wall 12, a bottom
wall 14, and side walls extending between said top and
bottom walls. The package 10 contains a false bottom
or base member 16, rectangular in shape and preferably
formed from cardboard or similar material. The afore-
said base member 16 may be placed adjacent to and co-
extensive with the bottom 14 of the package without
being fastened thereto and is normally retained in position
by the weight of adjacently supported cigarettes. How-
ever, it may be desirable to secure the base member 16
to the package bottom 14 so that it will not be displaced
when the package contents become depleted or if the
ejecting mechanism is violently disturbed.
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flap members 20, as shown at 27 in Figure 5. More-
over, it is apparent that the base member 186, flap mem-
bers 20 and. pull-tabs 27 are 'of a unitary. structure and.
can be constructed from a single piece of material.

In order that the pull-tabs 26 or 27 will be. readily
visible to the user, they may be. colored in contrast to
the outer appearance of the package. Further, they may
provide a convenient medium for advertisement, informa-
tion or instructions, as shown in Figure 6 where the in-

.dicia is applied to the end of the pull-tab member 27 or

in Figure 7 where an extension of the string or tape pull-
tab member 26 has indicia applied thereto.

When the ejector mechanism is positioned in a ciga-
rette package pull-tabs 26 and 27 extend upwardly from
the ejecting flap members 28 the full depth of the pack-
age adjacent the opposite side walls thereof and are bent
at right angles thereto and folded across the top of the
cigarettes 24 immediately beneath the package wrapper.
The folded top portion of the pull-tab forms a fingerpiece
28 or 29 which may be pulled in an upward direction to
raise the flap member 20, that is pivotally mounted to
the base member 16, out of the plane of said base mem-
ber. When said flap member 20 is elevated as described
hereinbefore, it becomes an inclined ramp and a ciga-
rette supported thereon will be ejected to an accessible
position. Upon removal of the ejected cigarette from
the package, the ejecting flap member returns to its nor-
mal position in the plane of the base member 16 which
is placed adjacent to and coextensive with the inside bot-
tom 14 of the package.

Referring now to Figure 1, the ash-receiving recep-
tacle 30 is defined by a front wall 32 and bellows-like
side walls 34 which are secured to any one or more
of the package side walls, and extend along the entire
length thereof, forming an expansible pouch or recep-
tacle with the latter. The bellows-like side walls are
tapered downwardly so that the receptacle presents a
wide opening at its top for receiving ashes and cigarette
stubs if desired.

Prior to being used, the receptacle 39 is collapsed,
as shown in Figure 2, wherein the bellows-like side
walls are inwardly folded along the crease 36 and the
front wall 32 is disposed adjacent the package side wall
forming a compact receptacle. The receptacle will be
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retained in a collapsed condition beneath the package
wrapper until ttilized.

The front and side walls of the receptacle may be com-
posed of a fireproof material, allowing the user to ex-
tinguish ignited cigarettes and matches without creat-
ing a fire hazard by merely collapsing the receptacles
and pressing the contents contained therein until thor-
oughly extinguished.

In the drawings, a conventional package is shown con-
taining cigarettes which are arranged in rows in said
package, and which are completely and tightly enclosed
in the same. To facilitate the removal and projection
of cigarettes therefrom, a pull-tab is provided which may
be gripped by the corresponding finger-piece to lift the
elevating flap and pull up one or more cigarettes from
which posiiton they may be conveniently taken from
the package by the user. It is evident from this con-
struction that when, with the cigarettes all in position as
packed, the cigarettes 25 supported by the flap member
20 are lifted at varying degrees from thé bottom of the
package and projected through the opening at the top
of the package as is shown in Figure 1. If -only one
cigarette is desired by the user, it can then be removed
and the rest returned to the package leaving the remiain-
ing cigarettes loosened for further use. Thuis, the &jec-
tor mechanism may be subject to further iise and op-
eration in connection with the said remaining cigarettes
in the package.

It is also to be understood that the form of thé inven-
tion herewith shown and described is to bé tiken as
the preferred embodiment of the same, and that various
changes may be made without departing from the spirit
of the invention or the scope of the apperded c¢ldims.

What is claimed is:

1. In combination with a cigarette package, a cigarette
ejecting mechanism comprising a base meniber posi-
tioned contiguously with the inside bottom of said pack-
age, a movable flap member formed at one end of said
base member by a pair of slits extending inwardiy there-
from, said flap member being of a size to underlie and
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support at least one cigarette and having an inner end
hingedly joined to said base member along a stationary
axis extending transversely between said slits and spaced
inwardly from the ends of said base member, and pull-
tab means secured to the other end of said flap member
and extending upwardly therefrom to the uppermost
portion of said package for raising said flap member
out of the plane of said base member and elevating
the cigarettes supported thereby to an accessible posi-
tion.

2. In combination with a cigarette package having at
least three rows of cigarettes, a cigarette ejecting mecha-
nism for elevating at least one cigaretté from the middle
row of cigarettes, comprising a stationary base member
of rectangular outline overlying the inside bottom of
said package, a movable flap member formed at each
end of said base member by a separate pair of slits ex-
tending inwardly therefrom, each of said flap members
being of a size to underlie and support at least one
cigarette, and each having an inner end hingedly joined
to said base member along a separate stationary axis
extending transversely between the corresponding pair
of slits and spaced inwardly from the ends of said base
member, and pull-tab means secured to the other end
of each flap member and extending upwardly therefrom
to the uppermost portion of said package for independent-
ly raising the associated flap member out of the plane
of said base member and elevating the cigarettes sup-
ported thereby to an accéssible position.
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