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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a washing
and/or drying machine, as described in the preamble of
the enclosed first claim.
[0002] It is known that the machines of the type men-
tioned, such as laundry washing machines, are
equipped with a control panel in the upper section of the
cabinet, where the various controls are located, such as
the programmer of the washing cycles, the selectors for
the temperature, basket rotation speed, drying time,
etc., the eventual buttons for enabling particular func-
tions (e.g. half load, spinning suppression, etc.) and a
main power switch (ON/OFF).
[0003] In particular circumstances, for instance in
cases of poor light, or when the machine is situated in
an unfavourable position respect a light source of the
lighting system, the reading and/or selecting of function-
al commands of the machine, and in particular selecting
the desired washing program, can result in being diffi-
cult; in light of this, therefore, it would be advantageous
to supply the washing machine with at least one appro-
priate light, for illuminating the control panel. The same
considerations made with regards illuminating the con-
trol panel are also valid for illuminating the interior of the
basket of a laundry washing and/or drying machine.
[0004] In the actual laundry washing and/or drying
machines the operative sequence of use of the machine
in substance requires that the loading of the laundry to
washed and/or dried in the basket of the machine, the
addition of the washing agents in the relative dispenser
and the selection of the desired washing program, by
way of selection on the programmer of the machine,
have to take place before turning on the machine, which
takes place by way of the main power switch (ON/OFF).
[0005] The presence of a timer of the cycles in fact
makes it necessary that the loading of the laundry, de-
tergents and, above all, the selection of the washing pro-
gram have to be carried out in the absence of power at
the control circuit of the machine; in the machines of the
known type, therefore, such fact makes the arrange-
ment of a light for illuminating the aforementioned func-
tions rather difficult.
[0006] The present invention is based on the acknowl-
edgement of the aforementioned facts and its purpose
is that of indicating a washing and/or drying machine
equipped with a light, the switching on of which being
independent from the main power switch of the ma-
chine.
[0007] Another purpose of the invention is that of in-
dicating a machine in which the system for switching on
such light takes advantage of a pre-existing command
means, dedicated to controlling other functions; in light
of this, therefore, the purpose of the invention is that of
avoiding that the aesthetic appearance of the control
panel be modified and/or burdened by the addition of an
appropriate command means for switching on the light.
[0008] A further purpose of the invention is that of in-

dicating a command method on the basis of which the
switching on of a light is allowed in a manner which does
not implicate any additional operation for the user re-
spect those carried out on machines of the known type.
[0009] These and other purposes are reached ac-
cording to the present invention by a washing and/or
drying machine incorporating the characteristics of the
annexed claims.
[0010] Further characteristics and advantages of the
present invention shall result in being clear from the fol-
lowing detailed description and annexed drawings, sup-
plied purely as an explanatory and non limiting example,
wherein:

- figure 1 schematically represents a front view of a
laundry washing machine, according to the present
invention;

- figure 2 schematically represents a sectioned side
view of a part of the control panel of a laundry wash-
ing machine according to the present invention, in
two different conditions of use;

- figure 3 represents the simplified block diagram of
the power supply and command of a light provided
on a laundry washing machine according to the
present invention.

[0011] In figure 1 a washing and/or drying machine is
schematically represented realised according to the de-
tails of the present invention, in particular a front loading
laundry washing machine. In such figure, 1 indicates the
cabinet of the machine as a whole, 2 indicates its front
loading door, which gives access to the basket for the
laundry, 3 indicates its control panel.
[0012] The control panel 3 is arranged in the upper
part of the cabinet 1 and has a series of commands, from
among which:

- the dial, indicated with 5, of an electromechanical
cycle timer (which could also be of the electronic or
hybrid type), or programmer for the selection of the
washing cycles;

- the dial, indicated with 6, of a washing temperature
selector;

- the dial, indicated with 7, of a spinning speed selec-
tor;

- a series of command buttons, indicated as a whole
with 8, for selecting the various functions (such as,
for instance, delicate treatment, half load, spinning
exclusion, woollens);

- a general power switch (ON/OFF), indicated with 9,
for enabling/disabling the power supply to the con-
trol system of the machine and, thus the starting (or
interruption) of the washing cycle previously select-
ed by way of the programmer 5;

- the drawer, indicated with 10, of a dispenser of the
washing agents.

[0013] With 11 a transparent element of the control

1 2



EP 0 709 513 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

panel 3 is indicated, behind which three indicator disks
12 are arranged, each of which being coupled to one of
the dials 5, 6 and 7; such disks 12 have appropriate
printed script that indicate the various options which can
be selected: thus the user can read through the trans-
parent part 11 such printed scripts and rotate the relative
dial for selecting the desired washing cycle, the temper-
ature and the spinning speed.
[0014] The elements described above are in them-
selves known and do not therefore require a detailed
description.
[0015] In the illustrated case the dial 5 of the washing
cycles programmer is of the type apt at assuming the
two following axial functional positions (respectively vis-
ible in parts A and B of figure 2):

- a first rest position (figure 2A), in which the dial 5
results in being housed, against the action of appro-
priate mechanical-kinematic means (realised ac-
cording to the known art), within a suitable seat be-
ing present on the control panel 3; in such position,
therefore, the frontal surface of the dial results in
being practically coplanar with the surface of the
frontal wall of the control panel 3;

- a second position (figure 2B), in which the dial 5, in
virtue of the action of said mechanical-kinematic
means, exits said seat, so as that it can be rotated
by the user for programming the washing cycle.

[0016] The change from one position to the other is
obtained by simply pressing the frontal surface of the
dial 5, that has an appropriate kinematic blocking/re-
lease system.
[0017] The other dials 6 and 7 are, on the other hand,
in the case illustrated, of the traditional type and there-
fore protruding (but could obviously be of the same type
as the dial 5).
[0018] Figure 2 (part A and part B) illustrates, by way
of two schematic sectioned views, the part of the control
panel 3 where the programmer of the machine is
housed, with the relative dial 5; according to the inven-
tion, in such part of the control panel, a light is provided,
able to facilitate the selection of the program in the afore-
mentioned cases of poor light, supplied independently
from the position of the on/off switch 9 of the machine.
[0019] In such figure 2, the actual timer or program-
mer is indicated as a whole with 20, that in the illustrated
case is of the electro-mechanical type, in itself known,
thus not requiring a detailed description; 21 indicates a
shaft, which allows, by way of the dial 5, the manual ro-
tation of the internal cam group of the programmer 20
(or the contact setting of an electronic board, in the case
of an electronic timer), and thus the selection of the de-
sired washing program; 22 indicates a bistable kinemat-
ic system, which allows the shaft 21 to take on two dif-
ferent axial positions, clearly visible in comparing parts
A and B of figure 2; such kinematic system 22 therefore
allows the dial 5 to take on the two functional positions

as described above.
[0020] Such kinematic system 22, comprises a mobile
element having inclined planes and a spiral spring, is of
the type in itself known (generally with the name push-
push) and widely used on existing washing machines,
for allowing the extraction from the control panel 3 of the
command dial 5.
[0021] With 12A one of the mentioned disks 12 is in-
dicated, which is integral to the shaft 21 and has a print-
ed script indicating the various programs that can be se-
lected, which the user can consult through the transpar-
ent element 11.
[0022] 23 indicates a light, for instance a neon, fixed
in the known way to the interior of the control panel 3,
behind a shield 24; such shield 24 is realised in a trans-
parent material, or able to refract and/or diffuse the light
coming from the light 23, so as to illuminate the printed
surface of the disk 12A.
[0023] With 25 a first contact element is indicated,
fixed, electrically connected to the phase (L) of the elec-
trical mains; 26 indicates a second contact element, mo-
bile against the push of a spiral spring 27, which is elec-
trically connected, through a conductor 28, to a pole of
the light 23; the other pole of the light, not represented,
can be connected in an appropriate manner, in a known
way, directly to the neutral (N) of the electrical mains.
[0024] As can be seen, when the dial 5 is in the rest
position (fig. 2, part A), a projection 21A of the shaft 21
maintains the switch, constituted by the contacts 25 and
26 open, in contrast to the action of the spring 27; when
on the contrary the dial 5 is brought to the working po-
sition (fig. 2, part B), the movement of the shaft 21, and
therefore of the projection 21A, allows for the closure of
the switch 25-26, as a result of the action of the spring
27, with the consequent switching on of the light 23. As
previously mentioned, according to the present inven-
tion, the switching on of the light 23 is made possible
independently from the functional state of the main
switch 9 of the machine (i.e. even when such machine
is in the OFF position).
[0025] In figure 3 with this purpose the simplified elec-
tric diagram of the machine according to the invention
is illustrated; with L and N the phase and neutral of the
electrical mains are respectively indicated, while 30 glo-
bally represents the electrical control and actuation cir-
cuit of the machine, enclosing the programmer 20 and
all the various electrical devices of the machine (motor,
pumps, solenoid heating resistance, etc.).
[0026] As is seen from the simplified diagram, which
in part uses the same numbers of the previous figures,
the connection of the light 23 is such to allow its switch-
ing on even in conditions of the main power switch 9
being open, i.e. with no power supply of the circuit 30.
[0027] From the above description it results in being
clear that, according to the invention, upon selecting the
washing cycle, the user obtains in an automatic manner
the switching on of the light 23, by way of a simple action
on the dial 5 which is to be carried out in any case; it is
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therefore to be emphasised that the user is not required
to carry out any additional operations respect those nor-
mally carried out on a machine of the type known; an-
other fact to be emphasised is that the aesthetic appear-
ance of the control panel 3 of the machine according to
the invention is not altered or burdened by an appropri-
ate key for switching on the light 23.
[0028] It is also clear that, as has been indicated pre-
viously, the switching on of the light 23 can take place
even in conditions of the main power switch 9 being
open.
[0029] The above, with the relative considerations,
can naturally be applied for the use of a light for illumi-
nating the interior of a basket of a laundry washing and/
or drying machine, without any substantial modifica-
tions, if not for the fact that the light in this case will be
housed in a suitable point for obtaining the desired effect
and protected from dampness.
[0030] From the given description the characteristics
of the washing and/or drying machine subject of the
present invention result in being clear, as do its advan-
tages.
[0031] In particular they are represented in the fact
that:

- the machine is equipped with a light, for the control
panel or for the basket, the switching on of which is
completely independent from the main power
switch;

- the switching on of the light is controlled by way of
a command means already existing on the ma-
chine, provided for controlling other functions, and
therefore without any modifications and/or burden
to the aesthetic appearance of the existing ma-
chines;

- the switching on of the light is carried out in an au-
tomatic manner by the user, who does not have to
carry out any additional operations respect those
normally carried out on known machines;

- the switching off of the light takes place according
to normal use, when the user has finished program-
ming the machine and before starting the machine;

- the proposed solution is of simple and economic re-
alisation and can be integrated, at an electrical lev-
el, in the same command means.

[0032] It is clear that numerous variants are possible
by the man of the art to the washing and/or drying ma-
chine subject of the present invention, without for this
departing from the novelty principles inherent in the in-
ventive idea.
[0033] For instance, the above described system of
switching on the light 23 could be applied to a dial, sim-
ilar to that indicated with 5, provided for the opening of
the laundry loading door; in such case, therefore, for the
machines which provide for opening the door from the
control panel, with the door opening command a simul-
taneous switching on of a light for the inside the basket

could be obtained.
[0034] Moreover a plurality of lights, or light emitters,
for illuminating and/or emphasising the various com-
mand means of the machine could be provided, or the
system for switching on the light or lights could be real-
ised on all the dials (5-7) present on the machine.
[0035] Another possible variant is that of utilising the
invention for obtaining the illumination of the drawer for
the washing agents; it is finally clear that the present
invention can be also be applied to dishwashing ma-
chines, on laundry washing and/or drying machines,
even of the top loading type.

Claims

1. Washing and/or drying machine, such as a laundry
washing machine or a dishwashing machine, com-
prising:

- an electric control and actuation circuit (30)
comprising a plurality of agent devices, for ex-
ecuting the functions for which the machine is
proposed (washing and/or drying of laundry or
dishes), and one or more command means
(5-8) for the manual selection of the modes of
use the machine,

- a main power switch (9) for enabling/disabling
the power supply to said electric control and ac-
tuation circuit (30),

- a light (23),

characterised in that the light (23) is connected to
the electrical mains (L,N) before the main power
switch (9), so as that it can be electrically supplied
independently from the state of said main power
switch (9) and in that the electrical supply of the light
(23) is enabled by way of switching means (25-27)
activated by way of at least a first (5) of said com-
mand means (5-8), said first command means (5)
being mainly provided for the selecting of other
modes of use of the machine.

2. Washing and/or drying machine, according to claim
1, characterised in that means (22,25-27) are pro-
vided that, upon activating said first command
means (5), automatically produce the switching on
of the light (23).

3. Washing and/or drying machine, according to claim
1, characterised in that said first command means
(5,20) is a programmer of washing cycles (5).

4. Washing and/or drying machine, according to claim
1, characterised in that said first command means
is of the type comprising a dial (5) able to assume
two different axial functional positions (figure 2),
such as in particular :
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- a first rest position, in which the dial (5) results
in being at least partially housed within a suit-
able seat present on the control panel (3),

- a second work position, in which the dial (5) ex-
its said seat, so as that it can be rotated by the
user.

5. Washing and/or drying machine, according to claim
1, characterised in that the light (23) is provided for
illuminating the various available options (washing
cycle, temperature, spinning speed, etc.) by way of
one or more command means (5-8) present on the
control panel (3) of the machine.

6. Washing and/or drying machine, according to claim
5, characterised in the light (23) is fixed in the con-
trol panel, in particular internally, behind a shield
(24) realised in a transparent material and/or able
to refract and/or diffuse the light coming from the
light (23).

7. Washing and/or drying machine, according to claim
1, characterised in that said switching means
(25-27) comprise a first fixed contact (25) and to a
second contact (26) being mobile with said dial (5),
the second contact (26) being in particular integral
with a shaft (21) connected to the dial (5).

8. Washing and/or drying machine, according to claim
4 and 7, characterised in that, in the rest position
(fig. 2, part A), the dial (5) and/or the relative shaft
(21) maintains the second contact (26) distanced
from the first contact (25), while when the dial (5) is
brought to the working position (fig. 2, part B), the
displacement of the dial (5) and/or the relative shaft
(21) determines the closure of the second contact
(26) on the first contact (25), enabling the power
supply of the light (23).

9. Washing and/or drying machine, according to at
least one of the previous claims, characterised in
that the first contact (25) is electrically connected to
the phase (L) of the electrical mains and the second
contact 26) is connected to a pole of the light (23),
the other pole of the light (23) being in particular
connected to the neutral (N) of the electrical mains.

10. Washing and/or drying machine, according to claim
1, characterised in that the light (23) is provided for
the illumination of the interior of the basket of a laun-
dry washing and/or drying machine.

11. Washing and/or drying machine, according to the
previous claim, characterised in that said first com-
mand means is a device for the opening of the laun-
dry loading door (2), the opening command of the
door (2) thus being able to also determine the si-
multaneous switching on of the light (23) of the in-

side of the basket.

12. Washing and/or drying machine, according to at
least one of the previous claims, characterised in
that a plurality of light (23) are provided, or light
emitters, for illuminating and/or emphasising one or
more command means (5-8) of the machine.

13. Washing and/or drying machine, according to at
least one of the previous claims, characterised in
that each command means (5-8) is able to com-
mand the switching on of one or more lights (23).

14. Washing and/or drying machine, according to at
least claim 1, characterised in that the light (23) is
provided for illuminating a drawer apt at housing the
washing agents (10).

15. Method for commanding a light in a washing and/or
drying machine, characterised in that it provides the
substantial integration of command means of the
light (23) in a command device (5) provided for se-
lecting at least one functional use of the machine,
in a way that upon the selection of said functional
use of the machine (e.g. selection of washing cy-
cle), by way of said command device (5), the user
obtains in an automatic manner also the switching
on of the light (23) by way of a simple action of the
dial (5) of the command device, the user not being
in substance required to carry out any additional op-
erations respect those normally provided.

Patentansprüche

1. Wasch- und/oder Trocknungsmaschine, wie eine
Wäschewaschmaschine oder eine Geschirrspül-
maschine, enthaltend:

- eine elektrische Steuer- und Betriebsschaltung
(30), welche mehrere Einrichtungen aufweist,
die zum Ausführen der Funktionen dienen, für
welche die Maschine vorgesehen ist (Waschen
und/oder Trocknen von Wäsche oder Ge-
schirr), und die ein oder mehrere Befehlsmittel
(5-8) zum Auswählen der Gebrauchsmodi der
Maschine von Hand besitzt,

- einen Hauptenergieschalter (9) zum Ein-/Aus-
schalten der Energieversorgung für die elektri-
sche Steuer-/Betriebsschaltung (30), und

- eine Lichtquelle (23),

dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß die Lichtquelle (23)
vor dem Hauptenergieschalter (9) mit dem elektri-
schen Leitungsnetz (L, N) verbunden ist, so daß sie
unabhängig von dem Schaltzustand des Haupten-
ergieschalters (9) mit elektrischer Energie versorgt
werden kann, und daß die elektrische Energiequel-
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le der Lichtquelle (23) durch Schaltmittel (25-27)
eingeschaltet wird, die durch zumindest ein erstes
Mittel (5) der Befehlsmittel (5-8) aktiviert werden,
wobei das erste Befehlsmittel (5) hauptsächlich
zum Auswählen sonstiger Gebrauchsmodi der Ma-
schine vorgesehen ist.

2. Wasch- und/oder Trocknungsmaschine nach An-
spruch 1,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß Mittel (22, 25-27)
vorgesehen sind, die beim Betätigen des ersten Be-
fehlsmittels (5) automatisch das Einschalten der
Lichtquelle (23) bewirken.

3. Wasch- und/oder Trocknungsmaschine nach An-
spruch 1,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß das erste Befehls-
mittel (5, 20) ein Programmwähleinrichtung für die
Waschzyklen (5) ist.

4. Wasch- und/oder Trocknungsmaschine nach An-
spruch 1,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß das erste Befehls-
mittel von der Art ist, daß es eine Wähleinrichtung
(5) aufweist, die in der Lage ist, zwei unterschiedli-
che axiale Funktionspositionen (Figur 2) einzuneh-
men, wie insbesondere:

- eine erste oder Außerbetriebsposition, in der
die Wähleinrichtung (5) zumindest teilweise in-
nerhalb eines geeigneten Sitzes aufgenom-
men ist, der an dem Bedienfeld (3) vorgesehen
ist,

- eine zweite oder Arbeitsposition, in der die
Wähleinrichtung (5) den Sitz verlassen hat, so
daß sie durch den Benutzer gedreht werden
kann.

5. Wasch- und/oder Trocknungsmaschine nach An-
spruch 1,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß die Lichtquelle (23)
zum Beleuchten der verschiedenen verfügbaren
Optionen (Waschzyklus, Temperatur, Schleuder-
drehzahl usw.) vorgesehen ist, die durch ein oder
mehrere Befehlsmittel (5-8) auswählbar sind, wel-
che auf dem Bedienfeld (3) der Maschine vorhan-
den sind.

6. Wasch- und/oder Trocknungsmaschine nach An-
spruch 5,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß die Lichtquelle (23)
in dem Bedienfeld, insbesondere in dessen Inne-
rem hinter einer Abdeckung (24) befestigt ist, die in
einem transparenten Material ausgeführt ist und/
oder in der Lage ist, das von der Lichtquelle (23)
stammende Licht zu brechen und/oder zu zerstreu-
en.

7. Wasch- und/oder Trocknungsmaschine nach An-
spruch 1,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß die Schaltmittel
(25-27) einen ersten ortsfesten Kontakt (25) und ei-
nen zweiten Kontakt (26) aufweisen, der mit der
Wähleinrichtung (5) bewegbar ist, wobei der zweite
Kontakt insbesondere einstückig mit einer Welle
(21) ausgeführt ist, die mit der Wähleinrichtung (5)
verbunden ist.

8. Wasch- und/oder Trocknungsmaschine nach An-
spruch 4 und 7,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß in der Außerbe-
triebsposition (Fig. 2, Teil A) die Wähleinrichtung (5)
und/oder die zugeordnete Welle (21) den zweiten
Kontakt (26) beabstandet von dem ersten Kontakt
(25) halten, wogegen, wenn die Wähleinrichtung (5)
in die Arbeitsposition (Fig. 2, Teil B) gebracht wor-
den ist, die Verschiebung der Wähleinrichtung (5)
und/oder der zugeordneten Welle (21) das Schlie-
ßen des zweiten Kontaktes (26) mit dem ersten
Kontakt (25) bewirkt, wodurch die Energieversor-
gung zu der Lichtquelle (23) eingeschaltet wird.

9. Wasch- und/oder Trocknungsmaschine nach we-
nigstens einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß der erste Kontakt
(25) elektrisch mit der Phase (L) des elektrischen
Leitungsnetzes und der zweite Kontakt (26) mit ei-
nem Pol der Lichtquelle (23) verbunden ist, wobei
der andere Pol der Lichtquelle (23) insbesondere
mit dem Nullleiter (N) der elektrischen Leitung ver-
bunden ist.

10. Wasch- und/oder Trocknungsmaschine nach An-
spruch 1,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß die Lichtquelle (23)
zum Beleuchten des Innenraumes desWaschkor-
beseinerWäschwaschmaschineund/oderWäsche-
trocknungsmaschine vorgesehen ist.

11. Wasch- und/oder Trocknungsmaschine nach vor-
stehendem Anspruch,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß das erste Befehls-
mittel eine Einrichtung zum Öffnen der Wäschela-
detür (2) ist, wobei der Öffnungsbefehl der Tür (2)
auf diese Weise in der Lage ist, ebenfalls gleichzei-
tig das Einschalten der Lichtquelle (23) für den
Korbinnenraum zu veranlassen.

12. Wasch- und/oder Trocknungsmaschine nach zu-
mindest einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß mehrere Lichtquel-
len (23) oder Lichtstrahler zum Beleuchten und/
oder Hervorheben eines oder mehrerer der Be-
fehlsmittel (5-8) der Maschine vorgesehen sind.

13. Wasch- und/oder Trocknungsmaschine nach zu-
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mindest einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß jedes Befehlsmittel
(5-8) in der Lage ist, das Einschalten einer oder
mehrerer Lichtquellen (23) zu bewirken.

14. Wasch- und/oder Trocknungsmaschine nach zu-
mindest Anspruch 1,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß die Lichtquelle (23)
zum Beleuchten einer Schublade vorgesehen ist,
die zur Aufnahme des Waschmittels (10) in der La-
ge ist.

15. Verfahren zum Steuern einer Lichtquelle in einer
Wasch- und/oder Trocknungsmaschine
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß das Verfahren die
weitestgehende Integration der Steuermittel der
Lichtquelle (23) in einer Befehlseinrichtung (5), die
zum Auswählen von zumindest einer Gebrauchs-
funktion der Maschine angeordnet ist, in der Weise
vorsieht, daß beim Auswählen der Gebrauchsfunk-
tion der Maschine (beispielsweise Wählen des
Waschzyklus) durch die Befehlseinrichtung (5) der
Benutzer automatisch das Einschalten der Licht-
quelle (23) mittels einfacher Betätigung der Wähl-
einrichtung (5) der Befehlseinrichtung erzielt, wobei
der Benutzer keine weitere zusätzliche Betätigung
mit Ausnahme der üblichen Betätigungen vorzu-
nehmen hat.

Revendications

1. Machine à laver et/ou à sécher, comme par exem-
ple un lave-linge ou un lave-vaisselle, comprenant

- un circuit électrique de commande et d'action-
nement (30) comprenant une pluralité de dis-
positifs à produits pour exécuter les fonctions
pour lesquelles la machine est destinée (lavage
et/ou séchage du linge ou de la vaisselle), et
un ou plusieurs moyens de commande (5-8)
pour la sélection manuelle des modes d'utilisa-
tion de la machine,

- un interrupteur principal (9) pour brancher/dé-
brancher l'alimentation en énergie appliquée
audit circuit électrique de commande et d'ac-
tionnement (30),

- une lampe (23),

caractérisée en ce que la lampe (23) est connectée
au réseau électrique (L,N) en amont de l'interrup-
teur principal (9) de sorte qu'elle peut être alimentée
électriquement d'une manière indépendante de
l'état dudit interrupteur principal (9), et en ce que
l'alimentation électrique de la lampe (23) est bran-
chée à l'aide de moyens de commutation (25-27)
activés par l'intermédiaire d'au moins un premier (5)
desdits moyens de commande (5-8), ledit premier

moyen de commande (5) étant prévu principale-
ment pour la sélection d'autres modes d'utilisation
de la machine.

2. Machine à laver et/ou à sécher selon la revendica-
tion 1, caractérisée en ce qu'il est prévu des moyens
(22,25-27) qui, lors de l'activation dudit premier
moyen de commande (5), réalisent automatique-
ment le branchement de la lampe (23).

3. Machine à laver et/ou à sécher selon la revendica-
tion 1, caractérisée en ce que lesdits premiers
moyens de commande (5,20) sont un programma-
teur de cycles de lavage (5).

4. Machine à laver et/ou à sécher selon la revendica-
tion 1, caractérisée en ce que ledit premier moyen
de commande est du type comprenant un cadran
(5) apte à prendre deux positions de fonctionne-
ment axiales différentes (figure 2), et notamment :

- une première position de repos, dans laquelle
le cadran (5) est logé au moins partiellement
dans un logement approprié présent sur le pan-
neau de commande (3),

- une seconde position de travail, dans laquelle
le cadran (5) ressort dudit logement, de sorte
que l'utilisateur peut faire tourner le cadran.

5. Machine à laver et/ou à sécher selon la revendica-
tion 1, caractérisée en ce que la lampe (23) est des-
tinée à éclairer les différentes options disponibles
(cycle de lavage, température, vitesse de rotation,
etc.) à l'aide d'un ou de plusieurs moyens de com-
mande (5-8) présents sur le panneau de commande
(3) de la machine.

6. Machine à laver et/ou à sécher selon la revendica-
tion 5, caractérisée en ce que la lampe (23) est fixée
au panneau de commande, en particulier sur le côté
intérieur, en arrière d'un écran (24) réalisé en un
matériau transparent et/ou apte à réfracter et/ou à
diffuser la lumière délivrée par la lampe (23).

7. Machine à laver et/ou à sécher selon la revendica-
tion 1, caractérisée en ce que lesdits moyens de
commutation (25-27) comprennent un premier con-
tact fixe (25) et un second contact (26), qui est mo-
bile avec ledit cadran (5), le second contact (26)
étant notamment solidaire d'un arbre réalisé d'un
seul tenant avec un arbre (21) raccordé au cadran
(5).

8. Machine à laver et/ou à sécher selon les revendi-
cations 4 et 7, caractérisée en ce que, dans la po-
sition de repos (figure 2, partie A), le cadran (5) et/
ou l'arbre rotatif (21) maintiennent le second contact
(26) écarté du premier contact (25) alors que, lors-
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que le cadran (5) est placé dans la position de tra-
vail (figure 2, partie B), le déplacement du cadran
(5) et/ou de l'arbre rotatif (21) détermine la ferme-
ture du second contact (26) sur le premier contact
(25), ce qui permet l'alimentation en énergie de la
lampe (23).

9. Machine à laver et/ou à sécher selon au moins l'une
des revendications précédentes, caractérisée en
ce que le premier contact (25) est connecté électri-
quement à la phase (L) du réseau électrique et que
le second contact (26) est connecté à un pôle de la
lampe (23), l'autre pôle de la lampe (23) étant con-
necté notamment au neutre (N) du réseau électri-
que.

10. Machine à laver et/ou à sécher selon la revendica-
tion 1, caractérisée en ce que la lampe (23) est des-
tinée à éclairer l'intérieur du panier d'un lave-linge
et/ou d'un lave-vaisselle.

11. Machine à laver et/ou à sécher selon la revendica-
tion précédente, caractérisée en ce que lesdits pre-
miers moyens de commande sont un dispositif ser-
vant à ouvrir la porte (2) de chargement du linge, la
commande d'ouverture de la porte (2) étant à même
de déterminer également l'allumage simultané de
la lampe (23) de l'intérieur du panier.

12. Machine à laver et/ou à sécher selon au moins l'une
des revendications précédentes, caractérisée en
qu'il est prévu une pluralité de lampes (23) ou de
sources de lumière pour éclairer et/ou mettre en re-
lief un ou plusieurs moyens de commande (5-8) de
la machine.

13. Machine à laver et/ou à sécher selon au moins l'une
des revendications précédentes, caractérisée en
ce que chacun des moyens de commande (5-8) est
à même de commander l'allumage d'une ou de plu-
sieurs lampes (23).

14. Machine à laver et/ou à sécher selon au moins la
revendication 1, caractérisée en ce que la lampe
(23) est destinée à éclairer un tiroir servant à loger
les agents de lavage (10).

15. Procédé pour commander une lampe dans une ma-
chine à laver et/ou à sécher, caractérisé en ce qu'il
permet l'intégration substantielle de moyens de
commande de la lampe (23) dans un dispositif de
commande (5) prévu pour sélectionner au moins
une utilisation fonctionnelle de la machine, d'une
manière telle que lors de la sélection de ladite utili-
sation fonctionnelle de la machine (par exemple sé-
lection du cycle de lavage), au moyen du dispositif
de commande (5), l'utilisateur obtient également,
d'une manière automatique, l'allumage de la lampe

(23) au moyen d'un simple actionnement du cadran
(5) du dispositif de commande n'étant en soi pas
tenu d'exécuter des opérations additionnelles en
dehors de celles normalement prévues.
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