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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.,

ROSS MASTERS, OF WHITE PINE, TENNESSEE.

BAG-LOCK.

No. 892,534

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented July 7, 1908.

Application filed May 2, 1907. Serial No. 371,555,

To all whom it may concern:

- Be it known that I, Ross MasrteRs, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at White
Pine, in the county of Jeflerson, State of
Tennessee, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Bag-Locks; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the
same.

The present invention relates to improve-
ments 1 locking devices for use in connec-
tion with grips or satchels, mail pouches,
purses, and the like.

The invention aims primarily to provide a
lock of the type including inner and outer
members hinged together, with positive
means whereby the push button or buttons
which actuate the locking rod, carried by the
outer member, may be held against move-
ment to prevent said rod from disengage-
ment from the keepers secured to the inner
member, thus insuring against improper and
accidental opening of the satchel.

With the above and other ends in view,
the invention consists in the construction,
combination, and arrangement of parts, all
as hereinafter more fully described, specific-
ally claimed, and illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which like parts are
designated by corresponding reference nu-
merals in the several views.

Of the said drawings—Iigure 1 is a front
view of the improved lock, showing the mem-
bers thereof in open position. Fig. 2 is a
detail view of the outer member of the lock,
the top of the rod case being broken away.
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal vertical section
through the outer member of the lock. Ifig.
4 is a transverse vertical section taken on the
line 4—4 of Fig. 2. TFig. 5 is an inverted
perspective view of the locking thimble.

With more particular reference to the
drawings, the lock is shown as comprising an
outer member 10 and an inner member 11,
of the U-type, pivoted or hinged together by
headed pin 12. Each member is provided
with the usual flange 13, formed on its upper
edge, the flanges being directed towards each
other.

Mounted upon the flange of the outer
member is a longitudinally extending case
14, in which a pair of rods 15 are disposed,

the said rods being disposed in alinement
with each other and movable endwise to-
wards and from each other, as hereinafter
more fully described. Each rod is provided
with a series of laterally-extending fingers
16, which are adapted to engage with a
series of correspondingly placed keepers 17,
formed on the flange of the inner member 11,
the fingers projecting through slots 18
formed in the flange of the member 10. It
will be apparent, therefore, that when the
two members are closed together the engage-
ment of the fingers and keepers will retain
the said members in such position.

Mounted upon the case 14 and located
intermediate the ends thereof is a sheath 19,
in each end of which a push-button 20 is
movable. The inner end of each push-
button is formed by an upstanding flange 21,
formed on the corresponding end of the adja-
cent rod 15; inward movement of the push-
button will therefore cause the rods, to
which they are connected, to move towards
each other. IEach rod is further provided
at its inner end with a tongue 22, provided
upon its upper face with a pair ol spaced
grooves 23. The tongues, above mentioned,
are disposed parallel with each other with
their inner faces in mutual contact; said
tongues, therefore, slide across each other
when the push-buttons are actuated.

To hold the push-buttons against move-
ment, and, in consequence, prevent disen-
gagement of the keepers and {ingers by the
movement of the rods 15, there 1s disposed
within the sheath a rotatable thimble 24,
whose lower edge is undercut at diametrically
opposite points, as indicated by the reference
numeral 25, thus forming a pair of shoulders
26, which are likewise oppositely disposed.
The thimble is disposed dirvectly above the
grooves 23 in the tongues 22, and it will be
therefore apparent that when the thimble is
rotated so as to bring the shoulders 26 within
said grooves, movement of the push-buttons
and of the rods will be impossible; when,
however, the tongues are in alinement with
the undercut portions 25, the tongues will be
free to move past each other, thus disengag-
ing the fingers from the keepers. The thim-
ble, therefore, serves as a locking member
which, in one position, prevents movement
of the rods and in the other position permits
such movement. The annular wall of the
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thimble is further provided with a series of
arcuate slots 27, in one of which the free end

" of a spring finger 28 carried by an annular
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locking-tube 29, likewise disposed within the
sheath and surrounding the thimble, is en-
gaged. The provision of the locking-tube,
above referred to, prevents displacement of
the thimble within the sheath, while the
spring finger 28 holds the thimble against ac-
cidental rotation. )

The thimble, as shown in Fig. 4, is disposed
in inverted position within the sheath and its
top or upper face is provided with a series of
slots 30, which form a key-hole for the operat-
ing portion of a key (not shown). Initsen-
gagement with said slots, the key is passed
through an opening 31 provided in the top of
the sheath 19. It will be understood, there-
fore, that when the members 10 and 11 are
in closed position, and the shoulders 26 on the
thimble are disposed within the grooves 23 in
the tongues, actuation of the push-buttons
will be impossible until the thimble is rotated
sufficiently to bring the openings or undercut
portions 25 of the thimble into alinement
with the tongues, which rotation can be
effected only by means of the key, as above
described.

In: the construction shown in Fig. 3, the
push-buttons are returned to their normal
position by means of a pair of coiled springs
33 carried by the corresponding rods, one end
of each spring bearing against the corre-
sponding upwardly bent portion 21 of the ad-
jacent rod, and the other end against the
adjacent face of the locking tube 29. Where
the invention is applied to a purse or bag, the
outer member is provided with a pair of
rings 34, to which the usual chain 35 is se-
cured.

It will be apparent from the foregoing that
the actuation of the push-buttons positively
effects the disengagement of the fingers and
keepers from each other, when the inner and
outer members will be instantly forced apart
from each other by the action of the usual
coil-springs with which the gri%is provided;
these springs, as stated are of t
and require no specific deseription or illus-
tration, it being understood that such springs
are provided both in the modified, as well as
in the preferred construction. It will be
likewise apparent that when the push-button
or buttons is held against movement, actua-
tion of the finger-carrying rods is impossible
until the locking-bolt or thimble is disen-
gaged from the push-button, thus safeguard-
ing the owner of the grip against unlawful
or accidental opening thereof, and conse-
quent loss of its contents.
may likewise be provided, if desired; for pre-
venting displacement of the locking thimble
24 consequent upon an upward movement
thereof; to this end, the annular locking tube
29 may carry a series of inwardly directed

e usual type
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ears 37 which are struck therefrom, and which
extend a slight distance across the upper face
of the thimble.

What is claimed, is—

1. In a lock of the class described, com-
prising the combination with an outer mem-
ber and an inner member hinged together, of
a longitudinal case mounted upon said outer
member, a pair of alining rods disposed with-
in said case, said rods being movable endwise
to and from each other, fingers carried by
each of said rods, keepers carried by said in-
ner member, for engagement with said fin-
gers to retain said members in closed posi-

tion, a sheath mounted upon said case, a-

push-button disposed at each end of said
sheath, and operatively connected with the
corresponding rod, whereby said rods may be
moved towards each other to release the fin-
gers carried thereby from said keepers, said
rods being notched, and a thimble rotatably
disposed within said sheath, portions of the
edge of said thimble being engageable in the
notches when the rods are in position to lock
the members, other portions of the edge of
the thimble being cut away, whereby, when
the thimble is turned, the rods may be moved
to unlocked position.
2. In a lock of the class described, com-

rising the combination with an outer mem-
Eervand an inner member hinged together, of
a longitudinal case mounted upon said outer
member, a pair of alining rods gisposed with-
in said case, said rods being movable end-
wise to and from each other, fingers carried
by each of said rods, keepers carried by said
inner member, for engagement with said fin-
gers to retain said members in closed posi-
tion, a sheath mounted upon said case, a
push-button disposed at each end of said
sheath, and operatively connected with the
corresponding rod, whereby said rods may be
moved towards each other, to release the fin-
gers carried thereby from said keepers, said
rods being notched, a thimble rotatably dis-
posed within said sheath, portions of the
edge of said thimble being engageable in the
notches when the rods are in position to lock
the members, other portions of the edge of
the thimble being cut away, whereby, when
the thimble is turned, the rods may be moved
to unlocked position, and means for normally
holding the rods in locked position.

3. In a lock of the class described, com-

grising the combination with an outer mem-

er and an inner member, hinged together, of
a longitudinal case mounted upon said outer
member, a pair of alining rods S
in said case, said rods being movable endwise
to and from each other, fingers carried by
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isposed with- -

each of said rods, keepers carried by said in- -

ner member, for engagement with said fin-
gers to retain said members in closed posi-

‘tion, a sheath mounted upon said case, a

push-button disposed at each end of the said
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sheath, and operatively connected with the
corresponding rod, whereby said rods may be
moved towards each other to release the fin-
gers carried thereby from said keepers, said
rods being notched, a thimble disposed with-
mn said sheath, portions of the edge of said
thimble being engageable in the mnotches
when the rods are n position to lock the
members, other portions of the edge of the

thimble being cut away, whereby, when the

thimble is turned, the rods may be moved to
unlocked position, and springs for normally
holding the rods in locked position.

4. In a lock of the class described, com-
rising the combination, with an outer mem-
er and an inner member hinged together, of

a longitudinal case mounted upon said outer
member, a pair of alining rods disposed with-
in said case, said rods being movable to and
from each other, fingers carried by each of
said rods, keepers carried by said inner mem-
ber, for engagement with said fingers to re-
tain said members in closed position, a sheath

mounted upon said case, a push-button dis-
posed in each end of said sheath, and opera-
tively connected with the corresponding rod,
whereby said rods may be moved towards
each other to release the fingers carried
thereby from the keepers, said rods being
notched, a thimble disposed within said
sheath, portions of the e!lgc of said thimble
being engageable in the notches when the
rods are 1n position to lock the members,
other portions of the edge of the thimble he-
Ing cut away, whereby, when the thimble is
turned, the rods may be moved to unlocked
bosition, and springs engaged upon said rods
for normally holding said rods m locked po-
sition.

In testimony whereof, I allix my signa-
ture, in presence of two witnesses.

ROSS MASTERS.
Witnesses:

A. Batgy,
J. T. Wess.
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