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This invention relates to an envelope for containing 
and/or framing pictures, photographs and like articles, 
and has for its principal object to provide an envelope 
of this character with an easel for supporting the en 
velope to exhibit the picture or the like contained 
therein. 

Other objects of the invention are to provide a window 
type envelope with easel forming flaps wherein erection 
of the easel provides a closure for the insert opening 
through which the picture or photograph has been pre 
viously inserted; to provide an envelope and easel con 
struction which is adapted to contain and support a 
photograph in vertical or horizontal positions; to pro 
vide a window envelope with easel forming flaps that 
can be easily manufactured on ordinary envelope mak 
ing machinery; and to provide a simple and easily erected 
envelope and easel construction. 

In accomplishing these and other objects of the in 
vention as hereinafter pointed out, improved structure 
is provided, the preferred form of which is illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a combination en 
velope and easel constructed in accordance with the 
present invention and viewed from the front thereof. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the device from the 
rear, particularly illustrating a modified method of con 
necting the sealing flap with the prop of the easel. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section on the line 3-3 of Fig. 4. 
Fig. 4 is a horizontal section on the line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the combination en 

velope and easel in folded condition, in which it is sup 
plied by the manufacturer to the user. 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view showing the method of 
inserting the photograph and prior to sealing together 
of the flaps that form the easel and which close the in 
sert opening to retain the photograph. 

Fig. 7 is a plan view of the blank from which th 
combination envelope and easel is formed. 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a modified form of th 
invention. 

Referring more in detail to the drawings: 
1 designates a combination envelope and easel em 

bodying the features of the present invention and which 
includes a substantially rectangular front panel 2, a back 
panel 3, and an easel 4, all preferably formed of a single 
blank 5, illustrated in Fig. 7. The front panel 2 is de 
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fined by providing the blank 5 with spaced apart lon 
gitudinal and transverse scores 6-7 and 8-9. Formed 
within the area defined by the scores is a window open 
ing 10 having opposite edges 11-12 and 13-14 spaced 
inwardly from the scores to provide a marginal or pic 
ture framing portion 15. The portion 15 is preferably 
lined or otherwise decorated as indicated at 16 to repre 
sent the moldings of a picture frame. The back panel 
3 is formed by side flaps 17 and 18 which, in the form 
of the blank 5, extend laterally and outwardly sub 70 
stantially coextensive with the scores 6 and 7 and which , 
are of sufficient width so that when the flaps are folded 

2. 
over the rear face of the front panel, marginal edges 
19 and 20 thereof overlap to be connected together by a 
stripe of adhesive 21 to form a vertical seam 22. In the 
illustrated instance, the side flaps 17 and 18 are of the 
same width, so as to locate the seam 22 in the vertical 
center of the front panel, 
The ends of the side flaps 17 and 28 register with 

the scores 8 and 9, with the edges 23 and 24 at one 
end slightly converging toward shaped edges 25 and 26 
at the opposite ends of the side flaps, somewhat in ac 
cordance with the shape of the side flaps of an ordinary 
open end envelope (Fig. 7). The shaped edges 25 and 
26 preferably curve outwardly and then inwardly in the 
form of ogee curves 27, whereby the midportions 28 of 
the edges are inset from the score 9 to facilitate in 
sertion and removal of a picture, photograph, or the 
like, between the front and rear panels, as later de 
scribed. 
The easel 4 is formed from end flaps 29 and 30 ex 

tending outwardly from the scores 8 and 9 of the blank. 
The end flap 30 has slightly converging end edges 31 
and 32 and is of sufficient depth to provide a base portion 
33 of the easel and a sealing flap 34 defined by a trans 
verse score 35. The sealing flap 34 is provided with a 
sealing gum 36 that is dried after application thereof, as 
in the manufacture of ordinary window envelopes. 
The end flap 29 is shaped to provide a closure flap 

portion 37 for that end of the envelope, and the end 
edges 38 and 39 thereof converge from the terminals 
of the scores 6 and 7, whereby the remaining portion of 
the end flap is of narrower width than the front and 
rear panels to constitute a prop portion 40 of the easel. 
The juncture of the sealing flap portion 37 with the prop 
portion 40 is defined by a transverse score 41 and the 
outer transverse edge 42 of the prop portion is parallel 
with the transverse scores 35 and 41. 
The window opening 10 may be left. open, however, 

it is preferably covered by a transparent patch 43, pref 
erably of cellophane or similar highly transparent and 
glossy material. The patch 43 is of sufficient width and 
length to lap the inner face of the frame portion 15 
entirely around the opening 10, and the marginal edges are 
secured to the frame portion 15 by means of an ad 
hesive. 

In most conventional methods of envelope manu 
facture, the blank 5 thus described is died out of a suit 
able sheet material, depending upon the quality and 
finished appearance of the completed article. 

One way of applying the patch 43 is to insert the 
blanks in a patch applying machine wherein the blanks 
are fed one at a time to a position where the patch 43 is 
applied and adhered to the marginal portions of the win 
dow framing 15, after which the blanks with the patch 
applied may be inserted in an envelope folding machine. 
The side flaps 17 and 18 are folded along the lines of 
score 6 and 7 and secured together by means of the ad 
hesive 21 which is applied to one of the side flaps. The 
end flap 29 is then folded along the score 8 and the seal 
ing flap portion 37 thereof is secured across the ends of 
the folded-over side flaps by the adhesive 44 to com 
plete closure of three sides of the front and rear panels 
2 and 3 in forming a pocket 45. When the portion, 37 
of the end flap 29 is sealed, the portion 40 forming the 
prop of the easel is flat upon the back panel 3. The 
gum 36 is then applied to the flange 34 and dried. The 
end flap 30 may then be folded over the free edge 42 of 
the prop, as shown in Fig. 5. The instructions 48' for 
setting up the easel are preferably printed on the face 
side of the end flap 29, as shown in Fig. 5. If desired, 
the end flap 30 may be left in extended position: and the 
fold 9 may be made by the user. 
When an envelope constructed as described is to be 
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used for containing and framing a photograph or other 
picture 46, such as indicated in Fig. 1, the envelope is 
turned as in Fig. 6 and the end flap 30 is moved back 
Wardly on its line of fold 9 to uncover the insert open 
ing 47, whereupon the picture, photograph, or the like, 
46, is inserted into the pocket 45, so that the face side 
thereof appears through the tranasparent patch 43 and 
is framed by the framing portion 15 of the front panel 
2. The end flap 34 is preferably folded on the line-35, 
as shown in Fig. 1. The gum 36 on the end flap 34 is 
then moistened, after which the end flap 34 is brought 
into sealing contact with the inner marginal face of the 
prop portion 40 with the free edge thereof registering 
with the edge 42 of the prop to complete the assembly as 
shown in Fig. 1. This method of connecting the base 
and prop portions provides a very stable support as the 
points of contact with a supporting surface are along the 
fold 9 and edge 42. 

If desired, the end flap 30, having been folded along 
the score 9, may be folded upwardly, and after being 
moistened it may be brought into contact with the outer 
marginal face of the prop portion 40 and sealed thereto, 
as illustrated in Fig. 2. 

After the gum has set, the framed photograph will 
stand vertically on the base portion of the easel, or it 
may be turned on the side, as the case may require. 
When supported on the side, the rearwardly narrowing 
base portion and the narrow prop portion provide suffi 
cient tilt to the picture. 

In the form of the invention shown in Fig. 8, the body 
48 of the envelope is of similar construction, but the end 
flaps 49 and 50 constitute, respectively, only a sealing 
flap for the top of the envelope portion and a base 51 of 
an easel. The prop 52 of the easel is formed by an ex 
tension 53 of one of the side flaps 54 and is turned 
laterally from the plane of the side flap 54 for attach 
ment to the base 51 by means of a laterally extending 
tab 55 that is formed integrally with the lower edge 56 
of the prop 52 and is provided with suitable adhesive 
to form a seal with the base 51. 
When this form of the invention is in flattened condi 

tion, the prop 52 and tab 55 lie flat against the back 
panel with the tab 55 turned inwardly under the prop. 52 
and the base 51 is folded over the prop 52. 

In using the modified form, the base 51 is swung out 
wardly to expose the insert opening so that the picture 
or photograph may be inserted into the pocket of the 
envelope portion 48. The prop 52 and tab 55 are then 
folded on their lines of fold, after which the gum on the 
tab portion 55 is moistened and caused to adhere to 
the base 51, thereby completing the easel and closing 
the insert opening. 
From the foregoing, it is obvious that I have provided 

a combination envelope and easel wherein a picture, 
photograph, or the like, is completely retained and pro 
tected in a framed condition. 

It is also obvious that the invention is easily manu 
factured on standard envelope machinery at relatively 
low cost, and after manufacture may be easily and quick 
ly erected by the user. It is further obvious that with 
the structure shown in Figs. 1 to 6, inclusive, the top 
end flap is secured by the adhesive transversely of the 
back panel to stiffen the holder transversely, and that 
the portion 29 of the end flap that forms the prop ex 
tends from the top flap so that it is stiffened thereby, 
consequently the structure is particularly adapted for 
manufacture from relatively thin paper stock and still 
be serviceable for its intended purpose. Likewise, in the 
modified form of the invention shown in Fig. 8, the prop 
52 projects from the vertical seam and is stiffened by 
the lapping of the side flaps and the connection thereof 
by the adhesive. 
What is claimed and desired to be secured by Letters 

Patent is: 
1. A combination envelope and easel including a rec 
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4 
tangular front panel having a window opening therein 
with edges of said opening being spaced inwardly of 
edges of the panel to provide a frame about said open 
ing, side flaps connected with side edges of the front 
panel by folds for positioning the side flaps in underly 
ing relation with the front panel and with marginal 
edges of said side flaps overlapping in the rear of the 
front panel, an adhesive securing the overlapping mar 
ginal edges of the side flaps together to provide a ver 
tical seam, end flaps connected with end edges of the 
front panel by folds extending across ends of the side 
flaps, one of said end flaps having the fold thereof posi 
tioning said one flap in overlapping contact with ends 
of the side flaps, an adhesive securing the said one end 
flap to the side flaps to provide a transverse seam, said 
seams connecting the flaps in providing a back panel 
which is connected to the front panel by said folds, the 
other end flap being free of the side flaps to provide an 
insert opening between the front and back panels when 
the said other end flap is turned back in one position 
and to close the insert opening in another position when 
the said other end flap provides a base of an easel, an 
extension connected with one of said flaps by a fold to 
project rearwardly along the seam which is effected by 
the adhesive that secures the said flap to provide a prop 
that is stiffened by said seam, and means for connecting 
the prop with the base to complete the easel for said 
envelope. 

2. A combination envelope as described in claim 1 
wherein the extension which provides said prop is con 
nected with the said one end flap and the stiffening 
seam is the transverse seam. 

3. A combination easel and envelope as described in 
claim 1 wherein the extension which provides the prop 
is connected with the marginal edge of the outer of said 
side flaps and the stiffening seam is the vertical seam. 

4. A combination envelope and easel including a rec 
tangular front panel having a window opening therein 
with edges of said opening being spaced inwardly of 
edges of the panel to provide a frame about said opening, 
side flaps connected with side edges of the front panel 
by folds for positioning the side flaps in underlying rela 
tion with the front panel and with marginal edges of 
said side flaps overlapping in the rear of the front panel, 
an adhesive securing the overlapping marginal edges of 
the side flaps together, a top flap connected with the 
upper edge of the front panel by a fold for positioning 
said top flap in overlapping contact with ends of the side 
flaps, an adhesive securing the said top flap to the ends 
of the side flaps for cooperating with said side flaps in 
providing a back panel connected to the front panel by 
said folds, a bottom flap connected by a fold with the 
lower edge of the front panel and being free of the side 
flaps to provide an insert opening between the front and 
back panels when the bottom flap is turned back and to 
close the insert opening when the bottom flap is turned 
on the fold thereof to a position for providing a base of 
an easel, an extension connected with said top flap by a 
fold located below the adhesive which secures the top 
flap, said extension being adapted to project rearwardly 
and downwardly from said top flap to provide a prop for 
connection with the base, and means for connecting the 
prop with the base to complete the easel for said enve 
lope. 

5. A combination envelope and easel including a rec 
tangular front panel having a window opening therein, 
with edges of said opening being spaced inwardly of 
edges of the panel to provide a frame about said open 
ing, side flaps connected with side edges of the front 
panel by folds for positioning the side flaps in underly 
ing relation with the front panel and with marginal edges 
of said side flaps overlapping in the rear of the front 
panel, an adhesive securing the overlapping marginal 
edges of the side flaps together, a top flap connected with 
the upper edge of the front panel by a fold for positioning 
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said top flap in overlapping contact with ends of the 
side flaps, an adhesive securing the said top flap to the 
side flaps for cooperating with said side flaps in provid 
ing a back panel connected to the front panel by said 
folds, a bottom flap connected by a fold with the lower 
edge of the front panel and being free of the side flaps 
to provide an insert opening between the front and back 
panels when the bottom flap is turned back and to close 
the insert opening when the bottom flap is turned on the 
fold thereof to a position providing a base of an easel, 
an extension connected with said top flap below the ad 
hesive which secures the top flap by a fold to project said 
extension rearwardly and downwardly from said top flap 

O 

6 
to provide a prop for connection with the base, a flap 
extending transversely of the bottom flap, and gum on 
Said last named flap for sealing contact with the prop 
to complete the easel. 
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