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This invention relates to a flag clamp for
poles. - .
In many municipalities and some States,
it is a. requirement that poles or elongated
i pipes, and the like, which project rearwardly
beyond the end of the vehicle supporting the
same, be provided with a red or warning flag.
Heretofore, it has been the practice to tie a
red flag to one of such projecting portions.
These connections become readily separable
and the flags are lost, or, if the flags are
nailed to poles, such as telegraph and tele-
“phone line poles, and the like, they will not
stand very many nailings before the flag
staffs are ruined. ,
The chief object of the present invention
isto provide a clamp for poles which is adapt-
ed to be readily applied: to and detached
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from a pole and which will support a flag -

staff so that the flag may be used over and
overyand the same may be quickly and readily
attached to and detached- from the pole
by means of said clamp. -

- The chief feature of the invention consists
in the formation of the pole clamp for flag
staff support which includes but few parts
and these uniquely associated together for
clamp lock mounting.

Other features of the invention will be
more apparent from the detailed description
hereinafter set forth.

The full nature of the invention will be un-

“derstood from the accompanying drawings
and the following description and claims:—

In the drawings, Fig. 11s a perspective view
of the clamp in unmounted position.

Fig. 2 is an end view of a clamp mounted
upon a pole and supporting a flag thereon.

Fig. 8isa transverse sectional view through
the device mounted on the pole and with the
flag omitted. ~

In the drawings, 9 indicates a pole, or the
like, 10 an enlongated base which is herein
shown as a casting and includes a reinforcing

5 edge defining wall 11, said wall adjacent one
end being elevated as at 12. Intermediate
the ends of the elongated base 10 and to one
side ‘thereof for handle clearance purposes,
is a flag staff socket 138.. This is tubular and
includes a pair of aligned transverse open-
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ings 14, so that a pin, nail or other anchorage

15 may be-passed through the openings and
through an opening 16 formed in the staff

17 supporting flag 18." The end having the
elevated eniarged ridge 12'is suitably slot- &5
ted ‘as at:19. The opposite end of the base
supports apair of ipwardly extending spaced
ears 20, apertured as at 21 to receive a hinge
pin 22. Hingedly supported thereby and be-
tween said ears is a handle having the por-- 60
tion 23 and said handle has an approximate
arc of movement of more than 180 degrees.
The handle terminates in"a gripping por-
tion 24 and the length of the handle 1s such
that when it is positioned so as to overlie or 65
overlap the base 10, the handle terminates
short of the end of the recess 19 for clear-
ance purposes, set forth hereinafter. -
Intermediate the end of the handle and
pivotally supported, the handle-is provided 70
with an elongated hinge bearing 25 including
a transverse opening 26 -therein. A sub-
stantially U-shaped clip -27 has its ends
turned inwardly as at 28 and seatable in said
opening 26 of the hinge forming bearing 78
forming a hingedly mounted loop. ~The loop

is movable with the handle and when the
handle is positioned so that it lies adjacent

or in overlapping relation to the base 10,
the loop straddles the ears 20 and by reason 80.
of its over-center position tends to lock the
handle” adjacent the base through means
hereinafter set forth. R

~ Connected to the loop is a coil spring 29
which is not- only extensible axially of the 85
coils but also is bendable into curved forma-
tion, such as shown in Fig. 8, wherein it is
illustrated as-conforming to the outline of
the supporting pole. A link chain 80 is se-
sured at one end to the spring and its other 90
end is free. - S l
The base 10 is positioned upon the pole

near the end thereof-and the. flag staff may
be inserted in the socket 18 previous there-
to or subsequently thereto, and in the for- 95
mer instance, the flag staff may be perma-
nently secured in the socket. The handle is
removed from the overlapping position rela-

tive to tlie base and positioned as shown in

Fig. 2. The spring and chain are then 106
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passed around the pole or log and the chain
is pulled taut and then the closest link is
passed laterally through the slot 19 and the
other link next succeeding and toward the
free end is positioned transversely thereof
and the side portions bear against the sides
of the ridge 12 and lock the chain and the
base to the pole in encircling relation. The
handle thereupon is tilted upon its pivot
clockwise into overlapping relation with the
base, which initially takes up all the slack
in the chain and then extends the coil spring
and at the same time that it extends the coil
spring, it makes the coil spring conform to
the outline of the log or pole. When the
handle lies in immediate overlapping rela-
tion to the base, the loop 27 straddles or nest-
ingly receives the ears 20 of the base and
thus the spring cannot escape and move along
the pole and the handle is locked, by the
over-center arrangement and the spring ten-
sion, in the pole clamping position.

The invention claimed is:— ;

1. A clamp for poles and the like suitable
for article support purpose comiprising a
base, an article support portion thereon, flex-
ible extensible means permanently connected
at one end to end of the base and including a
relatively free opposite end adjustably and
detachably connected to the opposite end of
the base, the base being included in the pole
encircling arrangement, and a lever pivotally
supported at one end upon the base and
pivotally connected intermediate its ends to

; said flexible extensible means and for per-

manent connection of said means to said
base, said lever when positioned to overlap
the base positioning the pivotal connection of
said means in overlapping relation to base
for imparting tension to said means, said
lever when. tilted oppositely from the over-
lapping relation releasing the tension im-
parted to said means. ‘ AR

2. A flag clamp for poles including a
base, a socket thereon adapted to receive a
flag staff, a handle pivotally supported by
said base, a chain adjustably associated with
the base for initially positioning the base on a
pole, a yielding connection between the chain
and handle, said handle when positioned ad-
jacent the base clampingly securing the base
to the pole, said base including a slot for
lateral reception of a chain link, and a trans-
verse ridge terminating adjacent said slot
and upon said base and for co-operation with
the next succeeding transverse link for chain
anchorage upon the base.

3. A flag clamp for poles iricluding a base,
a socket thereon adapted to receive a flag
stafl, a handle pivotally supported by said
base, a chain adjustably assoeciated with the
base for initially positioning the base on a
pole; a yielding connection between the chain
and handle, said handle when positioned ad-
jacent the base clampingly securing the basé
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to the pole, said handle including a swivel
bearing spaced from the handle pivotal sup-
port, and a loop swiveled therein and inter-
posed between the handle and the yielding
connection and arranged for over-center
locking of the handle adjacent the base by
co-operation with the pivotal support and the
yielding connection. ,

4. A flag clamp for poles including a base,
a socket thereon adapted to receive a flag
staff, a handle pivotally supported by said
base, a chain adjustably associated with the
base for initially positioning the base on a
pole, a yielding connection between the chain
and handle, said handle when positioned ad-
jacent the base clampingly securing the base
to the pole, said base including a slot for
lateral reception of a chain link, a transverse
ridge terminating adjacent said slot and
upon said base and for co-operation with the
next-succeeding transverse link for chain
anchorage upon the base, said handle in-
cluding a swivel bearing spaced from thé
handle pivotal support, and a loop swiveled
therein and interposed between the handle
and the yielding connection and arranged for
over-center locking of the handle adjacent
the base by co-operation with the pivotal sup-
port and the yielding connection,

5. A flag clamp for poles including a base, .

a socket thereon adapted to receive a flag
staff; a handle pivotally supported by said
base, an elongated coil spring, a connection
between said handle and said coil spring and
arranged for locking the handle when posi-
tioned adjacent the base through over-center
locking and spring tension, and a chain con-
nected at one end to the spring, said base hav-
ing a co-operative connection with any one of

the links for initial encircling of a pole and 1¢;

interlockingly securing the chain to the base,
said handle when positioned adjacent said
base tensioning said spring for tautening
said chain and securing said handle in the
base over-lapping relation. S

6. A device as defined by claim 5, char-
acterized by the coil spring being of con-
siderable length and being laterally deform-
able in the. clamping action to conform to
the supporting pole outline. .

7. A device as defined by claim 5, charac-
terized by the staff socket being laterally off-
set upon the base and arranged for handle
clearance. L o ’

In witness whereof, T have hereunto affixed
my signature. '

FREDRICK W. COFFING.
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