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My invention relates to trays and more par-
ticularly to a tray for children’s dishes, adapted
for use with a child’s high~chair.

Heretofore, it has been proposed to provide
trays or dishes having a plurality of recesses
therein adapted to contain foods. It has also
been proposed to provide a feeding device for
children comprising a shallow receptacle hav-
ing a portion designed to contain food and a
recess adapted to receive a drinking cup or glass,

the receptacle having means associated there--

with, whereby it may be clamped to a suitable
support. :

While the devices of the prior art no doubt
function for their intended purposes, they are
open to certain objections which are inherent
in their basic designs. Trays or dishes formed
with recessed portions to receive food are easily
over-turned since it is not contemplated that
they be locked or otherwise fastened to their

supports; additionally, when used as a child’s

feeding device, it is possible for the child, if left

unattended, to mix the foods contained in the

recessed portions, since the dividers or partitions
between the portions are substantially continu-
ous and of limited height. Feeding devices of
the type designed for clamping to a support,
as far as I am aware, consist essentially of uni-
tary structure, that is to say, a recessed dish
having compartments adapted to receive foods,
the food containing portions being integral with
the body of the dish. In these devices, effective
clamping of the dish to its support is obtained,
however, the food contained in the recesses may
be readily mixed or splashed from an individual
recess.

After considerable research and experimenta~-
tion, T have found that improved results, from
the standpoint of feeding technique, and elimina-
tion of the possibility of deliberate or accidental
over-turning of dishes or containers by a child,
can be obtained by locking the individual dishes
within recessed portions of the tray, and pro-
viding means whereby the tray may be securely
clamped or otherwise attached to its support.

Accordingly, the device of the present inven-
tion consists essentially of a tray having a cen-
trally recessed portion, the sides of said portion
being grooved, and adapted to receive comple-
mentary tongue members formed on the con-
tainers, the containers being .constructed and
arranged to slide lengthwise of the tray frame,
into the desired feeding position. Means are
provided for locking the containers against
lengthwise movement and the beverage cup or
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glass is locked within its recess so that the child
cannot remove it from the tray, without assist~
ance from an attendant.

An object of my invention is to provide an
improved tray.

Another object of my invention is to provide
a tray arrangement adapted for use with g child’s
high-chair.

‘Yet another object of my invention is to pro-

vide g tray structure, constructed and arranged

whereby dishes and/or other food and beverage
containers may be secured to the tray in a man- -
ner designed to prevent accidental spilling of
the contents of the container by over-turning
the containers. -

Still-another object of my invention is to pro-
vide an improved tray arrangement wherein the .
dishes and/or other containers are detachably
secured to the body of the tray.

A further object of my invention is to provide
an improved tray adapted for use with a child’s
high-chair wherein the dishes and/or other con-
tainers are securely held in desired position,
against accidental tipping, and are easily remov-
able from the tray for washing, cleaning or other
purposes.

A still further object of my invention is fo
provide an improved tray structure, which is
strong and rugged in construction, quickly and
easily applied to or removed from a high-chair
or the like, and not liable to get out of order
even after long and continued use.

With these and other objects in view, which
may be incident to my improvements, the inven-
tion consists in the parts and combinations to
be hereinafter set forth and claimed, with the
understanding that the several necessary ele-
ments, comprising my invention may be varied
in construction, proportions and arrangements,
without departing from the spirit and scope of

‘the appended claims.

In order to make the invention more clearly
understood, I have shown in the accompanying
drawing means for carrying the same into prac-

tical effect, without limiting the improvements

in their useful applications to the particular con-
structions, which for the purpose of explana-
tion, have been made the subject of illustration.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a plan view of the improved child’s -
feeding device of the present invention. :

Fig. 2 is a sectional view along line 2—2 of
Pig. 1.

Fig. 3 is an end view of the tray shown in
Fig. 1; and
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Fig. 4 is a sectional view along line 4—4 of
Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawings and more particu-
larly to Fig. 1, there is shown a child’s feeding
device comprising a tray portion designated gen-
erally by numeral I, having suitable dishes or
other food receptacles 2 and 3, and a beverage
glass 4, positioned therein. As will be seen in
Figs. 1 and 3, the tray portion comprises a base
5, vertical side members 6, and a semi-circular
shaped end 7, forming a closure at one end of
the tray, the opposite end thereof being open.
The side members § (Figs. 3 and 4) are pro-
vided with longitudinal grooves 8, adapted to re-
ceive complementary tongues 9, formed on the
food receptacles, which are adapted to be slid-
ably inserted through the open end of the tray,
to the position shown in Fig. 1. By means of
this tongue and groove arrangement the food
receptacles or containers are prevented from
moving vertically with respect to the tray, and
accordingly, the contents of the containers can-
not be spilled by accidentally overturning an
individual container.

In order to prevent movement of the con-
tainers lengthwise of the tray, after they have
been properly positioned therein, the receptacle
3, which normally occupies a position at the
open end of the tray, is formed with a recessed
portion {8 (Fig. 2) adapted to receive the end
portion I{ of a spring pressed finger 12, con-
structed and arranged to enter the recess 18,
through a suitable opening formed in the bottom
of the tray. The finger {2 may be conveniently
urged into seated position by means of a flat
spring member {4 (Fig. 3), having one end at-
tached to the bottom of the tray, as at 15.

It will be seen that the dishes or food recep-
tacles are securely locked within the tray por-
tion of the device in a manner designed to pre-
vent accidental over-turning of the dishes while
the child is eating, and that arrangement is
such that the receptacles may be quickly and
easily removed from the tray portion, for wash-
ing, cleaning or other purposes.

In connection with the construction of the
end portion 7 of the tray, it will be noted that it
is hollow, the top. wall thereof being formed
with a substantially circular shaped cut-out por-
tion through which the base 18 of the glass 4
may be inserted and restrained agsinst acci-
dental over-turning. In order to retain the glass
within the pocket thus formed at the end of the
tray, the glass may be provided with suitable
projections or lugs {1, insertable through  slots
or other openings {8, at diametrically opposite
points of the circular ‘cut-out portion in the top
wall of end member 1. After the glass has been
positioned within the pocket, it may be rotated
slightly to displace the lugs IT from registry
with openings (8. By reason of this construc-
tion, the glass is retained in its normal position
on the tray against accidental over-turning,
manipulation of the glass to bring the lugs into
registry being sufficiently difficult to prevent its
removal by the average child.

The food receiving portions of the receptacles 2
and 3 may be of any desired shape or configura-
tion.  As here shown, receptacle 2 is formed with
a circular shaped recessed portion {9, while re-
ceptacle 3 is formed with a generally rectangular
shaped recess 20, divided into compartments 21,
by means of partition members 22. The food
receptacles may be molded from a suitable plas-
tic, each container or receptacle comprising a
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base 23, side walls 24, end walls. 25, and a top
wall 26, the walls of the receptacle and the wall
or walls of the depressed food receiving portions
{9 and 20, defining a cavital portion therebe-
tween, adapted to contain a suitable liquid 27,
preferably water, the temperature of which is
of sufficient degree to maintain the food at de-
sired temperature during the eating period. Hot
water or other liquid may be introduced into the
cavity through an opening formed in the top
wall, the opening being provided with a suitable
stopper or closure member 28.

In addition to supperting the dishes in a man-
ner calculated to prevent accidental over-turning
thereof, it is desirable that the tray portion,
within which the dishes are positioned, be adapt-
ed for attachment to a suitable support, for ex-
ample, to the shelf or tray member of a baby’s
high-chair, top of a small table, stand or the
like. Accordingly, T have provided fastening
means in the form of a C-clamp 28, made from
spring material, having its support contacting
portion covered with rubber or other material 30,
to prevent scratching or marring of the surface
of the support to which the tray is attached. The
present invention also comprehends the provi-
sion of a cushion or pad, not shown, for the base
of the tray to prevent marring of the surface
upon which the device is supported, and to com-
pensate for unevenness in levelling the tray by
reason of irregularities in a specific support, or
additional clearance required for the end dish
retaining means.

It will be appreciated that all of the component
parts of the feeding device disclosed herein may
be formed from plastic or from a combination
of plastic and other materials. For example,
the tray member may be formed from wood and
the dishes or receptacles formed from plastic.
It is also contemplated that various color combi-
nations will be used in making up the parts of
the device so that it will present a pleasing and
attractive appearance.

While I have shown and described the pre-
ferred embodiment of my invention, I wish it to
be understood that I do not confine myself to
the precise details of construction herein set
forth, by way of illustration, as it is apparent
that many changes and variations may be made
therein, by those skilled in the art, without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention or ex-
ceeding the scope of the appended claims.

Iclaim:

1. A tray of the character described compris-
ing a base, vertical side memszers, and an end
member forming a closure at one end of the tray,
the opposite end of the tray being open, whereby
a receptacle for food may be slidably inserted ba-
tween the side members, each of the side mem-
bers having a longitudinal groove formed therein
adapted to receive a complementary tongue at-
tached to the receptacle, a fcod receptacle sup-
ported on the base of the tray between said side
members, said receptacle having a tongue mem-
ber at either side thereof seated in a correspond-
ing groove of a side member, and means mounted
upon the base releasably engageable with the re-
ceptacle to prevent withdrawal of the receptacle
from the tray.

2. A tray of the character described compris-
ing a base, vertical side members, and an end
member forming a closure at one end of the tray,
the opposite end of the tray being open, whereby
a receptacle for food may be slidably ins~rted

18 between the side members, each of the side mem-
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bers having a longitudinal groove formed therein
adapted to receive a complementary tongue at-
tached to the receptacle, a plurality of food re-
ceptacles arranged in tandem.and supported on
the base of the tray between said side members,
each of said receptacles having a tongue member
at either side thereof seated in a corresponding
groove of a side member, and means mounted
upon the base releasably engageable with the re-
ceptacle at the open end of the tray to prevent
withdrawal of the receptacle from the tray.

3. A tray of the character described compris-
ing a base, vertical side members, and an end
member forming a closure at one end of the tray,
the opposite end of the tray being open, whereby
a receptacle for food may be slidably inserted be-
tween the side members, each of the side mem-
bers having a longitudinal groove formed therein
adapted to receive a complementary tongue at-
tached to the receptacle, a food receptacle sup-
ported on the base between said side members,
comprising a base, side and end walls and a top
wall, the top wall being formed with a centrally
recessed portion adapted to receive food, said
base, side and end walls, and adjacent walls of
the recessed portion defining a cavity adapted to
contain liquid at elevated temperature, whereby
to maintain food placed in the recessed portion at
desired temperature during the feeding period,
said receptacle having a tongue member formed
at either side thereof seated in a corresponding
groove of a side member of the tray, and means
mounted upon the base of the tray, releasably
engageable with the receptacle to prevent with-
drawal of the receptacle from the tray.

4. A tray of the character described compris-
ing a- base, vertical side members, and an end
member forming a closure at one end of the tray,
the opposite end of the tray being open, whereby
a receptacle for food may be slidably inserted be-
tween the side members, each of the side mem-
bers having a longitudinal groove formed therein
adapted to receive a complementary tongue at-
tached to the receptacle, a plurality of food re-
ceptacles arranged in tandem and supported on
the base of the tray between said side members,
each of said contairsrs comprising a base, side
and end walls and a top wall, the top wall being
formed with a centrally recessed portion adapted
to receive food, said base, side and end walls, and
adjacent walls of the recessed portion defining a
cavity adapted to contain liquid at elevated tem-
perature, whereby to maintain food placed in the
recessed portion at desired temperature during
the feeding period, each of said receptacles hav-
ing a tongue member formed at either side there-
of seated in a corresponding groove of g side
member of the tray, and means mounted upon
the base of the tray, releasably engageable with
the receptacle at the open end of the tray to pre-
vent withdrawal of the receptacles from the tray.

5. A tray of the character described compris-
ing a base, vertical side members, and an end
member forming a closure at one end of the tray,
the opposite end of the tray being open, whereby
a receptacle for food may be slidably inserted be-
tween the side members, each of the side mem-
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bers having a longitudinal groove formed therein
adapted to receive a complementary tongue at-
tached to the receptacle, a food receptacle sup-
ported on the base of the tray between said side
members, said receptacle having a tongue member
at either side thereof seated in a corresponding
groove of a side member, means mounted upon
the base, releasably engageable with the recep-
tacle to prevent withdrawal of the receptacle
from the tray, and means to securely clamp the
tray to a suitable support.

6. A tray of the character described compris-
ing a base, vertical side members, and an end
member forming a closure at one end of the tray,
the opposite end of the tray being open, whereby
a receptacle for food may be slidably inserted be-
tween the side members, each of the side mem-
bers having a longitudinal groove formed therein
adapted to receive a complementary tongue at-
tached to the receptacle, a plurality of food re-
ceptacles arranged in tandem and supported on
the base of the tray between said side members,
each of said containers comprising a base, side
and end walls and a top wall, the top wall being
formed with a centrally recessed portion adapted
to receive food, said base, side and end walls, and
adjacent walls of the recessed portion defining a
cavity adapted to contain liquid at elevated tem-
perature, whereby to maintain food placed in the
recessed portion at desired temperature during
the feeding period, each of said receptacles hav-
ing a tongue member formed at either side thereof
seated in a corresponding groove of a side mem-
ber of the tray, means mounted upon the base
of the tray, releasably engageable with the re-
ceptacle at the open end of the tray to prevent
withdrawal of the receptacles from the tray, and
means to securely clamp the tray to a suitable
support.

LL.OYD E. SHELDON.
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