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“File folders and similar articles of office equip-
ment, e. g. index cards or guides in-card indexes,
are commonly provided with label holding tabs,
and to provide a mounting for a tab the folder
or the like usually has a rigid- bar along one
edge, ‘which as a rule is an upper edge or the
only upper edge. In so-called suspended filing
systems this bar may also serve as a suspension
bar. Hitherto in- practice the tabs have been
pushed downwards ‘over the bar to grip it fric-
tionally -and therefore have not been securely
held-in place, although various proposals have
been made for causing a tab to grip a bar re-
siliently. These proposals, -however, have .in-
volved the bending of tongues or the like out of
metal tabs, with the result that mass produc-
tion of the tabs has been difficult.

It is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a label-holding tab which is particularly
simple to manufacture.

tab which is formed of a single piece of trans-
parent material.

It is a further object to provide a label-hold-
ing tab which has a uniform - cross-section
throughout its length and is thus readily formed
by extrusion or by folding sheet material.

*Yet another object is to provide a novel com-
bination of bar and label-holding tab in which
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It is another object to provide a label-holding:

the tab is slidable on the bar but cannot be re-.

moved in a direction at right-angles thereto.

In my invention a tab is made of .the same.

cross-section throughout. its length. This en-
ables the tab to be made by folding and bending
sheet material; it is, however, a particular. ad-
vantage that the tab can be made in one piece
by extrusion of a transparent plastic into lengths
of the desired cross-section and cutting these
lengths into shorter lengths each constituting

a..one-piece. tab. . If desired, however, a one--

piece tab may also be made by injection or com-
pression moulding.

The tab is formed with two limbs between
which a paper or like label is held and with two
legs: which co-operate with the bar on which
the tab is mounted to hold the tab.in place.  This
bar, which may be made of metal, a plastic,
compressed fibre or any other suitable rigid ma-
terial is of inverted U-shape in section to. receive
and grip the upper edge of the file. folder or

ofther article, and one or both of its edges is or.

are cranked away from the face or faces of
the article.
is.or are turned-inwards to hcok round. a cranked
edge.of the bar. One-leg or each leg may.be con-
stituted by part of a limb.

One or both of the legs of the tab.
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The invention will be more fully explained
by reference to the annexed drawings, - which
show various embodiments. In these drawings:

Figure 1 is a front perspective view of part of
a file folder and bar with the tab upon it;

Figure 2 is a section on a larger scale through
the folder, bar and tab shown in Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a section through a second .con-
struction;

Figure 4 shows the construction of Figure 3
with-one limb of the tabin different positions;

Figure 5 is a front view of the consiruction
shown in Figure 3;

u Figure 6 is a section through s third construc-
ion;

Figure 7 is a section through a fourth eon-
struction; and
u Figure 8 is a section through a fifth construc-
ion.

Figure 1 shows the upper part 2 of one leaf:
of a file folder of the kind suspended by bars
which run on rails.” One of the bars is adapted
to -carry a tab, shown generally at 13, and this
bar.is-shown at 6 and has hooked ends. 8 -to
run on the rails, which are not shown,

In this construction the bar is made by bending
a strip of sheet metal into inverted U-section
with “free edges 10 and (2 which are cranked
away. from the faces of the leaf 2. Thé: upper
edge of the leaf 2 is firmly gripped by the upper
part 4 of the bar, which may bhe crimped to hold
the leaf in position.

The tab. 18 is made of a sheet. of transparent.
cellulose acetate and is the construction pre-

- ferred when sheet material is used. This sheet

is bent.about a line 18 to form two limbs 14 and.
16 ‘which are very nearly in contact with one
another and are curved rearwardly to .present
a’'convex face. A label 28 is gripped between
these . limbs and wording on it can be clearly
seen through the front limb {6. The front limb
16 is turned inwards at its lower edge to form
a hook 22 ‘which engages beneath and behind
the free edge 12 of the bar. The rear limb {4
is bent upwards at 26 and then has a reverse
bend 24 so that two legs 25 and 27 extending
downwards over the opposite faces of the upper:
part 8 of the bar are produced. - The leg 27 con-
tinues downwards and is turned inwards at the
bottom to form a hook 20 which engages. be-
neath and behind the free edge {8 of the bar.
This shape of tab can also be formed by . ex-
trusion.

In-order to imsert or withdraw the label: 28
from- the-space between the limbs- i4 :and: 18§,
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the upper edge oi the tab may be engaged by &
finger and pulled forwards into the position shown
in chain lines at 29 in Figure 2 in which the limbs
cease to grip the label frictionally. When the
upper edge of hte tab is released again it springs
back to the position in full lines. Co
Figures 3 to 5 show the preferred form of tab
made by extrusion of transparent celiulose ace-
tate. As before there is a bar § which grips the
upper edge of a folder ieaf 2, but only the front
edge 12 is cranked away from the leaf, the other
free edge i5 being in contact with the rear face
of the leaf. The tab consists of a main rear limb
30 and a thinner front limb &1, the two limbs
springing from a bottom part 32 which is formed
with a hook 33 engaging beneath and behind the
free edge 12 of the bar. In this case one of the
two legs engaging the face of the bar is consti-

tuted by part of the limb 38 and the other is .

formed by a piece 33 which projects rearwards
and downwards from the middle of the limb 386.
The top of the limb 38 is formed as 2 hook 34
undernesth which the upper edge of the limb 3i
engages 50 as to leave a space 35 between the
two limbs for the reception of a label. ‘When
this tab is extruded the limb 31 lies well away
from the limb 8¢ as shown in chain-lines in Fig-
ure 4, and it will be seen that with the limb 31
in this position a label can very readily be in-
serted from above instead of from one side, as in
the tab shown in Figures 1 and 2. After the label
has heen inserted the limb 31 is pushed rear-
wardly passing through the poszition shown in
full-lines in Figure 4 until its tip is caught under
the hook 34 and it is itself firmly held in position
and also holds the label.

The forward face of the bar 4 is made ‘vith a
shallow groove 35 interrupted by cross ribs 37, as
shown in Figure 5, and the rear iace of the lower
part of the limb 38 is formed with a comple-
mentary rib 58 which exfends over the whole
length of the tab. It will readily he seen from
Figure 5 that the rib 38 can fit between any de-
sired pair of cross ribs &7 s0 that the tab can be
located in different positions along the bar and
held fricticnally in the desired position.

Figure 6 shows another tab which can advan-
tageously be made by extrusion and which in
many respects resembles that shown in Figures
3 to 5. Here the two limbs 43 and 41 between
which the label is gripped are united at the top,
as shown at 62, and the front limb &1 is formed
at the botiom with a hook 43 which engages ke~
neath and behind the free edge i2 of the bar.
The front leg in this case is constituted by the
bottem of the rear limb 49 and the rear leg by a
piece 44 resemiling the piece 83 but extending
downwards with a curved part 45 which engages
o compiementary ridge 45 made in the rear face
of the bar 4. This inter-engagement of the curved
part 45 and ridge 4% helps in holding the tab
firmly on the har, but it will be understood if de-
sired the rear leg may be only of the same depth
as the front leg.

Tn all the constructions so iar described the
space between the two limbs extends over sub-
stantialiy the whole depth of the tab. This is
advantageous since this full depth may be used
as a label holder and accordingly the label may

be deeper than has keen usual hitherto and so 7

may carry either more information or the same
information in larger characters.

Figure T shows a construction in which the full
depth of the tab is not available for the label.
This tab is also made of transparent sheet and
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the two limbs 78 and Ti lie entively above the legs
72 and 13 and are cemented or stitched together
aver the whole length of the tab as shown at 4.
The bar § is identical with that shown in Figure
1 and the lower ends of the legs 72 and 13 hook
under its free edges. )

All the tabs so far described in detail can be
formed of a single piece of material, although if
desired they may bhe of two or more pieces united
together.

Figure 8 shows a consiruction in which the
front limb of the tab is detachable. The tab re-
sembles shat shown in Figures 3 to 5, but in place
of the front limb 3{ there is a front limb 50 in
the form of a rectangle of transparent sheet ma-
terial. The remainder of the tab need not be
transparent, and the rear limb 52 is formed with
hooked upper and lower edges 54 and 5% between
which the front limb 58 may be slid or snapped
in place. As an alternative the front limb may
have hooked edges which engage over plain edges
of the rear litb.

It may he convenient to use a tab as a handle
by which to 1ift the article to which it is at-
tached. An improved grip may pe provided by
the addition of horizontal ribs to the back of the
rear limb of the tab.

Tabs constructed according to the present in-
ventiocn cannot be removed from a bar without
force, except hy sliding off the end, anc the en-
gagement of the tab with the bar ensures that
the tab is guided to slide along the har and at
the same tune is restrained by sufficient friction
to prevent accidental displacement.

The invention is of particular value when ap-
plied to file fclders for use in suspended filing
systems or to other articles arranged one close
Lenind another, since the tabs on adjacent files
or other articles can be moved along their bars
into staggered relationship so a3 to be readily
visible.

I claim:

1. In an arsicle of office equipment including
a piece of card-like matberial, the combination
of a bar adapted to grip an upper edge of said
material, and a tab adapted to slide along said
bar, said bar being of sirip folded iongitudinally
abous said edge of material to provide two. paral-
lel parts between which ¢aid material is gripped,
the lower edge of st least one oif said paris being
outwardiy dispiaced from said material, said tab
heing of & single piece of transparent material
of uyniform cross-section throughout its length
and comprising a rear limb extending from a
1evel above the fold of said bar io a level below
said foid and lying in front of the {ront iface
of said bar, a front Hmb extending from -the
level of the top of saig rear limb to the level
of the lower edges of said bar, said {front limb
lying close to said rear limb and defining with
said rear limb a Rarrow space for a label of sub-
stantially the full depth of said front limb, and
o rear leg extending irom said rear limb over
the fold of said bar and down the rear face of
gaid bar, one at least of said front limb, rear
limp and rear leg being formed a4 the lower edge
therecf with & hook t0 engage round an out-
wardly displaced lower edge of said bar.

9. The combination claimed in elaim 1 wierein
both lower edges of said bar are outwardly dis-
placed and both said front limp and said realr
leg of said tab are formed at the lower edge
thereof with a hook.

2. The combination claimed in claim 1 wherein
said rear leg extends upwardly from the bottom
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of said rear limb against the front face of said
bar and then turns over the fold of said bar and
extends down the rear face of said bar.

4. The combination as claimed in claim 1
wherein said front limb and said rear hmb of
said tab are united at their tops.

5. The combination claimed in claim 1 wherein
the lower edge of the front part of said bar is
outwardly displaced and the rear part of said

bar is formed with a longitudinal rib and wherein 10

the lower edge of said front limb of said tab is
formed with a hook and said rear leg of said
tab is formed with a channel adapted to co-
operate with said rib.

6. The combination claimed in claim 1 wherein 15

said front limb and said rear limb of said tab
are united at the bottom thereof and hook means
are formed on said tab for detachably connect-
ing the tops of said front limb and rear limb.
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