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9 Ciaims.
This invention relates to improved means for

the convenient handling; in trade, of beverages,

for example, beer, and. also.provides improved
and novel means ‘for the dispensing of such:a

5 ‘beverage in the home, or in-a cafe where the bev-
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detract from their usefulness.

erage is to be served and: consumed.. The 'in-
vention therefore relates to an improved.form of
containeér suitable for the shipment and distribu-
tion ‘of beverage liquids in trade; and such con-

‘tainer is constructed and intended:for use in

conjunction with a portable refrigerator unit or
cooler, into which the container may be-inserted
and secured or retained during the time that
the beverage is being chilled, -and then served or
dispensed for consumption purposes.

It is proposed, in the practice of: this invention,
that the customer or consumer will be furnished
with the refrigerating or cooling unit, and that
such customer will purchase the beverage condi-
tioned upon ‘its: delivery to him in -containers
which are constructed .as herein disclosed, and
which containers.are -designed to fit snugly within
the cooling unit, and to-be detachably retained
therein  in-such a manner. that the: combined

structure comprises a ‘convenient--and portable

dispensing “outfit ‘which occupies -only:-a :small
space and can therefore e easily: moved:-about,
for example, from -one room to-another as:the
occasion may require. The combined unit may
‘be made .of -different sizes and.capacities, depend-

-ing on the intended use, that.is, for home or cafe;
and it is -also. intended that.the improved -con~
-tainer of this invention may be used as a dis-

pensing unit in connection : with -other types of
refrigerating or cooling means than the:specific
construction of cooler herein-disclosed.

‘In-the past, beverage liguids,-and notable fer-
mented beverages such as beer, have been shipped
and handled in trade either in wooden kegs, or
in bottles arranged in:cases. Both known forms
of - containers ‘are subject. to objections which
Kegs as well as
bottles are difficult to clean and maintain in
sanitary: condition; and in dispensing. from a
keg it is :generally necessary to provide perma-
nent. pipe connections and:valves, the cleaning
and maintenance of which in a cleanly and sani-
tary condition present practical difficulties.: To
overcome these objections, the present invention

.seeks to provide a new kind -of :container of such
size and weight as can be conveniently handled

in shipping and having a form and closure which
admits of :easy access to the entire interior sur-

- faees for thorough and complete cleansing. The

container, as. well :as the cooler umnit, admit of

(CL. 225—40)

inexpensive manufacture; and their joint use in

the. home- provide ‘a convenient dispensing de-
vice -not heretofore provided .or known. . -Other
conspicuous  advantages and objects of this in-
yention will be apparent from the following speci-
fication ‘which describes ‘an embodiment of--the
invention: which is illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawing.

Referring to the drawmg, :

Fig. 1 is a vertical section of the portable bev—
erage dispensing device;

Fig..2 is a front elevation:of the assembled de-
vices 'supported on‘one corper. of-a kltchen table
and

Fig. 3 is -a side -elevation. of the beverage con-
tainer.
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The portable cooler consxsts of a cablnet I the -

walls of ‘which.are provided with or constructed
of heat insulating material -as-well known in the
art. “The cabinet 1 is provided with :an inner
compartment having an open ‘end for the inser-
tion of the beverage tank 2.  The top of the cabi-

riet 1 ig provided with a relatively large opening

for the admission of crushed ice or other refrig-
‘erating medium into the space between the par-
tition 20 which defines the  inner compartment
;and the inner walls of ‘cabinet 1. . The opening
in the top -of the cabinet is normally closed by &
removable tray 3 which is provided with lifting
handies 4 the latter also operating lock -catches
for securing the tray in-cabinet top opening.
The beverage container:2-comprises .a :substan-
tially. rectangular tank . I4, provided with -a :de-
tachable closure (2. The body of the container
1is preferably made from heavy gauge sheet metal.
The interior surfaces of the tank may be suitably
coated with. & material which is-chemically inert
to fermented beverage and the like.: A rein-
forcing ring member 13 is secured to the . edges
of the open end of the tank [l by welding or
other means. ~The closure: 12 is preferably formed
of ‘some heat insulating composition material, for

example, bakelite, and is removably secured :to

the ring member {3: by the bolts 17.. Thus:the
tank 41, with closure 12 applied, forms @ closed
beverage . package ‘'which may ‘be easily: cleaned
and maintained in g sanitary:condition. -

The cabinet 1 is provided internally “with .an
inner partition or wall . member 20 which sur-
rounds. the bottom and sides of the beverage
tank 2 when the latter is inserted in the:cabinet:
This partition excludes ice from. the tank. space
when the tankis withdrawn from the.cabinet and
therefore permits a tank to be easily inserted:into
the cabinst. The partition .alse provides partial
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support for the inner end of the beverage tank.
The partition is secured in any appropriate way

" to the inner walls of the cabinet.

The bottom wall 5 of the cabinet is provided
with a plurality of tubular chambers or recesses
6 which serve as housings for rods 7 which are
slidably positioned in the chambers. When the
dispensing unit is to be used, the rods 7 are par-
tially withdrawn from the housings § and in
their extended position provide support for a
drip tray 8. The rods T may be provided with
suitable friction surfaces or stops to retain them
either in the extended or in the closed position.
The cabinet { is also provided with a drain cock
9 for the removal of water from the interior
of the cabinet when ice is used as the cooling me-
dium. Likewise the drip tray 8 is provided with
a hose nipple 10 for conducting - away sp111ed
beverage.

The beverage package 2 is rigidly clamped

Fvithin the cabinet” § by means of the clamps 5
‘dnd wing. nuts 16 which are threaded on . studs

prOJectmg from the cabinet wall. The clamps

‘engage the laters]l edges of closure 12.-
25 -
flng in which a pipe couphng 18 is rigidly secured:
"Atube <18 is ‘positioned within the tank with
‘one end rigidly secured to the coupling {8 or

~The closure §2is provided with a cenfral open-

to the closure about the coupling by soldering or
equivalent means.  The inner-end of the tube 18

exit of the beverage.’
A nipple 20 is secured to the coupling member
48 and positioned outside the tank closure. A

‘stop cock 24 is secured to this nipple, and serves
-to ‘close ‘and seal the outer end of the tube 19
'When the package or container has been fitted.
'A ‘sécond nipple 22'is secured to the outer.side of

the stop cock and a fitting 23 is attached to the
latter nipple 22, ‘This fitting 23 is  adjacent an
opening through the handle 28. The fitting 23

is provided with internal threads for engaging
‘external threads on a faucet or tap 24 provided
‘with a-spout 25:at right angles to the axis-of the
passage through coupling 18, nipple 20, stop cock -

21, nipple 22 and fitting 23. Thus a controlled
passage is-provided through Wh1ch the beverage
is dispensed. . :

The ha,ndle 28 is provided at either end with-
“offset supporting flanges 26 which are rigidly

fastened to the closure 12, A valved coupling 14

‘in -communication with the interior of the tank
-2 and the atmosphere is also secured in the clo-
“sure 12.
‘pressure in the tank while filling or to. admit -~
~fluid pressutre for chargmg the contents of the -

"This valve may be operated to relieve

tank.
My improved beverage dlspensmg unit is op-

'erat_ed as follows: The beverage package 2 which

has been partially or completely filled with a bev-

"“erage.and preferably charged with & ‘fliid under

“pressure by the beverage manufacturer, is insert-
5 "ed in the cabinet and securely clamped therein.

A refrigerating medium, for example, crushed ice,
is then infroduced into the cabinet through the

“opening uncovered by removal of the tray 3 and
‘Is packed into.the space between -the beverage
-tank partition and the inner walls of the cabi-
.net." The tray is then replaced on the top of the
~cabinet. Next, a closed faucet or tap is screwed
‘through the handle 28 into the fitting 23 and the -

stop eock 21 is opened. - After extending the rods

age.
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ready for service. When the faucet or tap is
opened, the pressure of the charged beverage
within the tank forces beverage to flow from the
tank through the tube 19 and accompanying fit-
tings in the quantity desired.

When the tank is empty it may be quickly and
easily replaced by another charged beverage pack~
These beverage packages may be of such
size as to contain a volume equal to that con-
tained in a case or more of bottled -beverage.
Larger sized units are.well adapted. for use in
cafes. The beverage package is provided with
a convenient handle which facilitates: its han-
dling in distribution to the trade. This handle
enables carrying the beverage package alone or
carrying. the- complete refrigerated dispensing

_device when the package is inserted and secured

in-the cooling unit or cabinet.

Besides use in combination with the herein dis-
closed refrigerating cabinet, the beverage pack-
age may be used without said cabinet. The pack-

‘age -may be inserted in the ordinary household

refrigerator for. cooling  the beverage when :a
cooled portable dlspensmg unit- is not available.
The package may also.be used in .an upright po-
sition a$ shown in Fig: 3 of the drawing.. In such
case, an elbow fitting 27 as shown dotted in Figs.
1 and 2 may -be attached to the spout 24 of the
faucet 23 to direct the flow of heverage down-

-ward into a-glass or other dispensing receptacle.
is_positioned near the bottom of the tank If at -
"the side: opposﬂ:e the tank closure 2. The inner
‘end of ‘the tube 18- is- -open for: the entrance or

It will also be apparent that-the cooling cabi-

‘net | may be equipped with known means, other
‘than ice, for cooling or refrigerating ‘the con-
“tents of the removable package receptacie,
‘cooling coils” for connection with household or i

Thus,

other'mechanical refrigerating machines may be

,1nsta11ed within the‘cabinet space and positioned

‘adjacent the side walls or partitions 29 which de-

-finé the open-ended compartment of the ¢abinet.
i_Preferably, such cooling “coils should be remov-
-ably associated ‘with the cabinet, and for thispur- -
. pos€ niay be conveniently supported from the re-
_movable tray 3 which closes the top of the cabi-

net, and in which tray the fittings necessary for

‘operatively conhecting the coil or coils to™a me-
- chanical refrigerating system may:be installed.

B »The"corinplete beverage dispehs_ing unit is well
adapted for use as‘a portable bar in‘thé home of
the consumer. It may easily be carried.from

“room to room and sét up where desired. - The
“trays provide for catching all drip and also pro-

vide a place for storing® drinking glasses. .'The

_use of ‘a sealed beverage package supplied by the

beverage manufacturer obviates the necessity for

“thé ‘consumer to.clean and refill the bevel age con-

tainer and dispensing fittings. "
Havmg now described my 1nvent10n what I

-claim as new is:

1. A portable beverage dispensing devme com-

‘prising a refrigerating cabinet and a sealed bev-

erage package detachably secured -therein, -the
said package being insertable and removable from
said cabinet as a sealed unif, the said cabinet
having an open ended compartment of shape and
size to accommodate the said -package; the said

‘package having secured therefo an end closure

which also forms a closure for the said conipart-

ment, and securing means mounted on the cabi-

net for engaging the package and retaining it
within the cabinet with the package end wall ef-

',fecmvely sealing the open end of tne cab*nec com-

partment.
2.A portable beverage dlspensmg device .com-

I “prising a refrigerating cabinet and a sealed:-bev-
.Tand placing a-drip.tray thereon, the unit is

erage package detachably secured.therein, the
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said package being insertable and removable
from said cabinet as a sealed unit, the said cabi-
net having an open ended compartment of shape
and size to accommodate the said package, the
said package having secured thereto an end clo-
sure which also forms a closure for the said com-
partment, and a valved outlet fitting carried by
said closure for dispensing the package contents.

3. A portable beverage dispensing device com-
prising a refrigerating cabinet and a sealed bev-

- erage package detachably secured therein, the

said package being insertable and removable
from said cabinet as a sealed unit, the said cabi-
net having an open ended compartment of shape
and size to accommodate the said package, the
said package having secured thereto an end clo-
sure which also forms a closure for the said com-
partment, a valved outlet fitting for dispensing
the package contents carried by said closure, and
a carrying handle mounted upon the closure of
the package for handling the said device as a
unit.

4. A portable beverage dispensing device com-
prising a refrigerating cabinet and a sealed bev-
erage package detachably secured therein, the
said cabinet having an open ended compartment
of shape and size to accommodate the said pack-
age, the said package being provided with an
end closure which also forms a closure for the
said compartment, securing means mounted on
the cabinet for engaging the package and retain-
ing it within the cabinet with the package end
wall effectively sealing the open end of the cabi-
net compartment, and a tray detachably fastened
to said cabinet and forming a closure for an
opening in the top of said cabinet.

8. A portable beverage dispensing device com-
prising a refrigerating cabinet and a sealed bev-
erage package detachably secured therein, the
said cabinet having an open ended compartment
of shape and size to accommodate the said pack-

3
age, the said package being provided with an end
closure which also forms a closure for the said
compartment, a valved outlet fitting carried by
said closure for dispensing the package contents,
and a drip tray positioned beneath said fitting
and removably supported upon rods which ex-
tend from and are adapted to slide in rod hous-
ings provided in the base of the cabinet. '

6. In a beverage dispensing unit, a beverage
container to be received therein comprising a
tank having an open end, a closure member for
said end, a handle secured to said member, and
a beverage dispensing fitting passing through
said handle.

7. In a beverage -dispensing unit, a beverage
container "to 'be received therein comprising a
metal tank having an open end, a closure mem-
ber of heat insulating material for and secured
to said end, handling means secured to said
member, and a beverage dispensing fitting se-
cured in said closure, the said beverage con-
tainer being insertable and removable from said
unit as a sealed tank. :

8. In_a beverage dispensing unit, a beverage
container to be received therein comprising a
tank having an open end, a closure member for
said end, handling means secured to said mem-
ber, a Dbeverage dispensing - fitting - passing
through said handle, and a second valved fitting
In said closure member. ]

9. In a beverage dispensing unit, a sealed bev-
erage package to be received therein comprising
a metal tank open at one end, a reinforcing ring
secured to the open end of said tank, a closure
member of heat insulating material for said open
end, said closure being detachably secured to said
ring, a valved dispensing fitting. secured in said
closure, and a second valved fitting in said clo-
sure, the said sealed beverage package being in-
serfable .and removable from said unit.

FRED C. ARMBRUSTER.
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