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This invention relates to plate holders and
more particularly to a device for depending a
plate from & wall or other surface for retention
in a position for display.

An important object of the invention is to
provide a device which will permit the plate or
other object supported thereby to be held with
its base flush against the wall or other surface
from which it depends so that the object will
protrude outwardly from the wall the least pos-

tact therewith. This not only improves the ap-

pearance of the plate, but also makes for maxi- "

mum stability and lessens the possibility of
accidental contact with and displacement of the
plate from the surface on which it is hung.

Other objects are to provide a device which
will firmly and securely hold the plate against
a wall or other surface but which is readily
adaptable for attachment to plates or like ob-
jects of varying sizes and shapes.

Further objects are to provide a construction
of maximum simplicity, efficiency, economy and
ease of assembly and operation, and such fur-
ther objects, advantages and capabilities as
will later more fully appear and are inherently
possessed thereby.

The invention further resides in the construc-
tion, combination and arrangement of parts il-
lustrated in the accompanying drawing, and
while there is shown therein a preferred em-
bodiment, it is to be understood that the same
is susceptible of modification and change, and
comprehends . other details, arrangements of
parts;, features and constructions without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention.

In the drawing:

PFig. 1 is a rear plan view of a novel plate
helder attached to a plate. )

Fig, 2 is a side view thereof showing the holder
attached to a wall or other surface.

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view in front eleva-
tion of the upper portion of the novel plate
holder and showing in dotted outline the device
attached to a plate of polygonal shape, and also

the extensible feature of the device to accommo-

date plates varying in size.

In the embodiment of the invention disclosed
in the drawing the novel plate holder { is shown
as comprising a wire 2 which has been bent in
the form of a bail or loop, the ends 3 and 4
of which have been turned over to form hooks
for receiving eyes 5 and 6 formed on each end
of coiled spring 1. Loosely mounted on- the
spring 71 is a hook or attaching member 8 com-
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prising a wire bent into .a U-shape and having
its ends forming spaced rings 9 and 10 through
which the spring 1 is positioned. The holder is
also- provided with a plurality -of hooks or re-
taining members |1 suitably. spaced apart and.
comprising a wire bent as shown in Fig. 2 to form
an enlarged hook portion 12 at the outer end
and smaller rings 13 which are adapted to be
placed around the wire 2. The rings 13 fric-
tionally engage the wire 2, but are not so tightly
engaged thereto as to prevent rotation or lat-
eral movement of the member 11 on the wire 2,
thus permitting sliding of the members on the
wire (see Fig. 1). )

In attaching a plate or similar object to a
vertical or inclined supporting surface, the
holder i is attached to the back of the plate
by placing the spaced hooks {2 of the members
{1 over the edge of the plate from rear, as shown
in Pigs. 1 and 2. The hooks are preferably
placed substantially equidistant so that the plate
is securely held thereby. The spring connecting
member 1 permits the holder to be attached to
plates of varying shapes and sizes and has suffi-
cient tension to retain the member securely to
the plate. The holder and contained plate is
then attached by means of the hook 8 o a
surface or wall 15 by a nail, tack or other secur-
ing means (6. This is shown in Fig. 2. The
holder, by reason of its novel construction, is
adapted to be positioned adjacent'the periphery
of the plate and to be attached .to the back of
the plate between the external edge or bead 17
and base 18 thereof. This construction permits
the base 18 to le flat or flush against the sur-
face 15 to give maximum stability and affords
minimum projection of the plate away from
the surface 15. Furthermore, none of the holder,
with the exception of the ends {2 of the hooks
il can be seen from the front of the plate.
These features enhance greatly the appearance
of the plate and reduce to a minimum tlie pos-
sibility of accidental contact therewith or dis-
placement of the plate. It is also apparent that
the spring 1 permits attachment of the holder
to plates or the like of varying sizes and shapes
and also effects secure attachment thereto.

Having thus disclosed my invention,

I claim: - :

1. A device for depending a plate on a surface
comprising a wire bent into the form of a ioop
and adapted to be positioned near the periphery
of the plate whereby the base of the plate lies

55 flat against the surface on which it is hung, a
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cofled spring connecting the ends of the wire, a
-plurality of plate holding hooks on the wire
. ‘adapted to engage the periphery of the plate
. and meens loosely mounted on the spring for
attachment of the holder to the surface on
which it is to depend.

2. A device for depending a plate on a sur-
face comprising a substantially rigid loop portion
adapted to encompass the plate intermediate its

base and the edge of the plate, a tension spring 10

connecting the ends of the loop portion for
adapting the holder to plates of different sizes
and shapes, a plurality of plate holding hooks
having a portion frictionally encompassing the
loop portion but being rotatably and laterally
movable thereon, and also having a portion for
engaging the periphery of the plate, and means
for attachment of the holder to the surface on
which it {s to depend.
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