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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

CHARLES RADCLIFFE, OF NEWARK, NEWJERSEY, ASSIGNOR TO THE NEW 
JERSEY MANUFACTURING COMPANY, OF SAME PLACE. 

COWERED BUTTON. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 242,476, dated June 7, 1881. 
Application filed November 24, 1850. (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs RADCLIFFE, 

of Newark, New Jersey, have invented a new 

into any shape desired without disturbing the 
adhesion of the fabric. The metal sheet SO 
covered I stamp into the shape required for 

and useful Improvement in Covered Buttons, the face of the button, and unite the face to 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to that class of but 

tons Which is composed of metal stamped into 
the required shape and covered with some 
textile fabric, and the objects of my invention 
are to cheapen the cost of production and to 
add durability. 

Buttons of this class have heretofore com 
monly been made by stamping the cut metal 
into the shape required for the face of the but 
ton, then covering the face with the cloth, 
linen, or other material, and securing the edges 
of the cloth by fastening them with the clinched 
edges of a second piece of metal stamped into 
the shape required for the back of the button 
and made a little larger than the face, so as 
to receive the face and allow the edges of the 
back to be clinched over the cloth. This kind 
of button is, however, subject to the disad 
Vantages that it uses more cloth than is really 
necessary, and consumes more time and labor 
in the manufacture, as the cloth and the metal 
face have to be cut separately. 

I obviate these disadvantages in the follow 
ing Way: I have discovered that metal but 
tons of small size may be covered with linen 
by cementing, and that such linen covering 
will, if properly applied, adhere to the metal 
surface so strongly as to resist the process of 
drawing the metal into shape by dies. The 
mode in which I have secured adhesion of the 
linen coating is as follows: I cover the sheet 
of tin or other metal of which the button is 
composed with a thin coat of copal or equiva 
lent varnish, which I cause to adhere closely 
to the surface of the metal by spreading it on 
very carefully and in a very thin coat, so as 
to avoid, as far as possible, liability to crack. 
Upon this coat of varnish I lay a thin and uni 
form coat of glue, which will adhere closely to 
the Varnish, and upon this glue, while wet, I 
lay the linen cloth or other fabric with which 
the button is covered. When the whole is dry 
the linen will be found firmly united to the 
metal, so that the latter may be bentor stamped 

the back in any of the Well-known Ways. The 
disk of metal should be drawn into such shape 
that the edges of the lituen may be as little lia 
ble as possible to be frayed by rubbing, but 
will be protected by being brought into jux 
taposition to the garment to which the but 
ton is applied. Two forms of disk which will 
accomplish this result are shown in Figs. 1 and 
2 of the accompanying drawings, in which a 
represents the linen or other covering, b the 
metal, and c, Fig. 3, the layers of varnish and 
glue. By this means I find that there is a 
great saving effected in the quantity of cloth 
used, and the button is made very strong and 
durable, as well as more cheaply than in the 
old way. 

l do not limit myself to the particular ma 
terials specified for cementing the linen to the 
metal, though I prefer these, as other ingre 
dients may be used which will ad berestrongly 
both to the metal and covering fabric, and if 
laid Very thinly and evenly will resist the ac 
tion of drawing-dies. 

Fig. 4 shows a section of my button as com 
pleted, audl provided with a well-known means 
of fastening it to the fabric. For the fasten 
ing device shown may be substituted the de 
vice shown in my application for a patent filed 
September 17, 1880. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is 
The method of constructing covered buttons 

by covering a sheet of metal with a thin coat 
of copal or equivalent varnish, then covering 
the varnish with a thin coat of glue or its 
equivalent, then laying upon the glue, while 
damp, the textile fabric, and when the whole 
is dry stamping or cutting the covered metal 
sheet into the shape required for the face of 
the button, and uniting the face with the back 
or shank, substantially as described. 

C. RADCLIFFE, 
In presence of - 

THOMAS HUNT, 
GEORGE R. DAVIDSON, 
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