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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

HIRAM VAN DEUSEN, OF PHELPS, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELF, AND HIRAM ROCKE-
FELLER, OF CLIFELON SPRINGS, NEW YORK.

CLAPBOARD-GAGE. -

Specification of Letters Patent No. 26,386, dated December 6, 1859.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Hiram Vanx Drusew,
of the town of Phelps, county of Ontario
and State of New York, have invented a
new and useful Gage for Fitting Clapboards
for Nailing to Buildings; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description of the construction
and operation of the same, reference being
had to the annexed drawings, making a part
of this specification.

A of the drawing is a bar which is ap-
plied to the clapboard-edge of the corner-
board, door or window casings of the build-
ing. _

B, is an arm at right angles to the bar A,
and to which it is immovably attached.

D is a slide, movable on the arm B and is
held to the edge of the corner-board or cas-
ings opposite the clapboarding, by the cam
E and actuating lever F.

ko & are holes in the arm B for the pur-
pose of adjusting the cam to the width of
the corner board or casings.

H is a stop or abutment adjustable by
means of the clamp screw «, and when
the gage is being used is brought to the un-
der edge of the last nailed clapboard, and so
made to regulate the distance therefrom at
which the lower edge of the succeeding
board. is to be fixed, the lower edge of such
succeeding board being always placed and
rested on the upper end of the bar A by
which it is supported while being scribed
for cutting, and while it is being nailed.
This stop is kept from turning, by a tongue
or tenon fitting a groove or slot on the
back side of the bar A. ‘

K is a flexible rule or straight-edge held
and rendered adjustable by the clamp serew
b. By the edge of this rule next the bar A
the board to be fitted is scribed.

The several parts of the gage may be
made of cast iron with the exception of the
clamp screws which should be of wrought
iron, and of the straight edge, which should
be of steel.

The gage above described is one used at
the right hand end of the clapboards as
fitted to the building, and may be called a
right hand one. A Ieft hand one is used at
the opposite end of the boards in all respects

like that described excepting that the arm
B and the parts connected are put on the
left hand side of the bar A.

By the common meode of fitting clap-
boards, the weather part of the board last
nailed has to be spaced off by dividers, or
by rule and scratch awl. 'Nails are then
driven temporarily to hold up the succeed-
ing board. The board is then scribed by a
common rule or straight edge, the board all

the while having to be held from falling.

forward by the hand of the workman.

By means of my gage several of the steps
in the old process are avoided, and the work
in other respects is greatly simplified and
much facilitated.

The manner of using my gage is as fol-
lows: The distance between the bar A and
slide D being so regulated to the width of
the corner-board or casings as that when the

lever F is brought down, the slide D will be -

moved tightly against the casing, and the
stop H being so adjusted as that the upper
end of it and the upper end of the bar A
shall be equal to the breadth of the clap-
board to be exposed to the weather, and the
bar-edge of the rule being brought into line
with the side of the bar, the gage is ap-
plied to the cornmer board or casing, the
stop is brought up to the lower edge of the
board- last nailed, and. the gage then
clamped fast by means of the cam. The
board to be fitted is then let down on the
back side of the rule or straight edge and
rested on the top of the bar A." The rule is
then pressed against the board and the
board scribed by the edge next the bar.
The rule serves to hold the board from fall-
ing forward during the operation of serib-
ing. s
What I claim as my invention and desire
to secure by Letters Patent is—

A gage for fitting clapboards for nailing,
composed of the bar A, the arm B the slide
D with the cam and lever by which it is ac-
tuated, the stop H, and the straight edge K

or their equivalents, constructed and ar-

ranged, substantially as herein set forth.
‘ HTRAM VAN DEUSEN.
Witnesses:
Warren L. Barrre,
Hiram RoCKEFELLER.

55

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95




