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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Davio F. Grerxa-
WALT, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Philadelphia, in the county of Phila-
delphia and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented a new and useful Filing-Case, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to filing cases and
its object is to provide an all metal device
of this character especially designed for
holding bills, documents, checks, small ac-
count books and other papers.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a housing having a holder which is
movable relative thereto but cannot be de-
tached therefrom, said holder being capable
of withdrawal from the housing and shift-
able into position where the contents there-
of are readily accessible.

A still further object is to provide a
holder designed to extend automatically
when it is moved out of the casing, this
holder being provided with pockets, the par-
titions between which also automatically
shift or spread apart when the holder is
swung outwardly, thus permitting the pa-
pers to be readily removed from the pockets.

Another object is to provide a casing
which is free of all partitions, thus per-
mitting air to freely circulate through all
of the compartments contained within the
casing and minimizing heat in the event of
fire.

A still further object is to provide novel
means for mounting the holders within the
casing, the means permitting the holders to
slide into or out of the casing but prevent-
ing the same from becoming disconnected
from the casing.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists of certain novel details
of construction and combinations of parts
hereinafter more fully described and point-
ed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings the pre-
ferred form of the invention has been shown.

In said drawings:—Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of a filing case constructed in
accordance with the present invention, one
of the holders being shown in position out-
side of the case. Tig. 2 is a vertical section
through the case, sald section being taken
from front to rear and showing the holder

housed within the case, the position of the
holder when extended beyond the case being
indicated by dotted lines. Fig. 3 is a verti-
cal transverse section through one side por-
tion of the bottom of the case and showing
the adjoining guides and portions of the
devices engaging the same. ~Fig. 4 is a sec-
tion through one corner of the case and
showing the reinforce used in connection
therewith. IFig. 5 is a perspective view of
a modified form of holder used in connec-
tion with the case. Tig. 6 is a vertical trans-
verse section through such modified form
and showing the closure thereof in position
within the body of the holder, one of the
positions of said closure being also indi-
cated by dotted lines. Tig. 7 is a detail
view of a modified means for securing the
partition to the guide rods shown in Fig. 5.

Referring to the figures by characters of
reference 1 designates a case preferably
formed of sheet metal, the back, sides and
top of the case being preferably formed in
a single piece, although it is to be under-
stood that they may be formed separately
if desired. The bottom 2 of the case is sep-
arate from the back and sides thereof and
is secured to them by rivets or in any other
preferred manner, there being L-shaped re-
inforcing strips 8 arranged along the side
and top corners of the case.

The open front of the case is intersected
by a dividing strip 4 and extending back-
wardly from the upper and lower ends of
this strip and along the top and bottom re-
spectively of the case are guide rails 5
preferably formed by the flanges of a chan-
neled strip 6 such as has been indicated in
Fig. 8. L-shaped guide rails or strips 7 are
also secured upon the top and bottom close
to the side walls of the case, these rails 7
being parallel with the rails 5 and spaced
from the walls of the case.

An elongated strip 8 is arranged within
the case 1 and constitutes a slide, the ends
of this strip being arranged to lap one of
the rails 5 and there being a retaining plate
9 upon each end portion of the slide. The
outer end of each of these retaining plates
is spaced from the slide so as to receive the
rail 5 between the plate and the slide.
Each of the rails 5 has a slide such as here
described mounted upon it, and one of the
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slides has hinges 10 secured ‘thereto for con-
necting to it the body 11 of the holder.
Said body is preferably formed of sheet
metal and one side wall thereof is provided
adjacent its lower end with a slot 12 while
the upper ends of said walls are connected
by a top strip 13 having a stud or projec-
tion 14" thereon. The front face of the
holder is open and is designed to be closed
by a leaf 14 which is hingedly connected
to the bottom of the body as indicated at
15. The leaf 14 is provided at its sides with
perpendicular flanges 16, the upper edges
of which are folded to constitute guides 17
for the reception of flanges 18 upstanding
from a slidable leaf extension 19. These
flanges 18 are connected by an end strip 20
on which a lever 21 is pivotally mounted,
this lever being provided with a hook 22
designed, when the leaf is closed, to engage
the stud or projection 14 heretofore re-
ferred to. The leaf extension 19 extends
throughout the width of leaf 14 and as here-
tofore stated is designed to slide thereon, the
inner end of the extension being hingedly
connected as at 23, to a partition plate 24,
having side flanges 25 which bear upon the
leaf 14. The width of these flanges. 25 is
slightly less than the depth of the body 11,
so that when the leaf 14 is closed said
flanges and the partition plate 24 can be
seated within the body. A guide stud 26 ex-
tends from one flange 25 and is designed to
travel within the slot 12, there being links
97 which are pivotally attached to the
flanges 25 and also to the flanges 16 and con-
stitute connections therebetween. One or
more slots 28 are formed within the flanges
25 and these slots receive arms 29 which ex-
tend from the side edges of the partition
plates 80 loosely mounted back of the plate 24.

When the parts are in the positions shown
in Fig. 1 and it is desired to close the case,
the leaf 14 is swung upwardly upon the
hinge 15. The links 27 will, therefore slide
the partition plate 24 and flanges 25 back
into the body of the holder, and, at the same
time, the plate 24 will pull upon the leaf
extension 19 through hinge 23, thus causing
the end strip 20 to move into contact with
the adjoining ends of the flanges 16. The
flanges 16 will assume positions between the
sides of the body 11 and the hooked end 22
of lever 21 can then be moved into engage-
ment with the projection 14, thus securing
the leaf in elevated position. It will of
course be understood that when the plate 24
is pushed backward in the manner described
it will compress the papers contained be-
tween the various partition plates and they
will therefore be securely held. After the
leaf has been raised and secured as described
the entire body 11 can be swung upon its
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hinges 10 until the body assumes a position
in front of the opening in the case 1, where-
upon it can be pushed backward into the
case, the slide 8 moving along the rail 5
until it assumes a position against the back
of the case, at which time the outer end of
the body 11 will be flush, or in contact, with
the front of the case. It is of course to be
anderstood that the front end of the body
11 is to be provided with a handle, such as
indicated at 81 in Fig. 1, whereby said body
can be readily withdrawn from the case.

In moving the holder out of the case so
as to permit access to be had to the body of
the holder, the same is pulled forward until
the hinges 10 assume positions at the front
of the case, whereupon the body 11 is swung
back upon its hinges. The leaf 14 is then
unfastened and swung downvwardly, the
links 27 thus pulling the partition plate 24
forward and pushing the leaf extension 19
outwardly as shown in Fig. 1.

It is to be understood that the case 1 can
be provided with any desired number of
compartments, each of which contains a
holder and all of the holders may be of the
same construction, or, if preferred, one or
more of the holders can be formed as indi-
cated in Figs. 5 and 6. This holder con-
sists of a box-like body 32 having one face
open, the body being connected by hinges
392’ to a strip 33’ which is similar in con-
struction to the slide 8 and is mounted in
the same manner upon one of the guide rails
5. The front or open face of this body 32
is designed to be closed by a leaf 33 having
side flanges 34 which are connected at their
outer ends by a front strip 35. A base strip
86 connects the rear or inner ends of the
flanges 34, the width of this strip being sub-
stantially equal to the depth of the body 32.
A reinforcing rod 87 extends along the free
longitudinal edge of the strip 86 and the
ends of this rod project beyond the side
flanges 38 of the strip 36 and constitute
trunnions designed to work within longitu-
dinal slots 39 formed within guide strips 40
which .are secured to opposite walls of the
body 32. Studs 41 project inwardly from
opposite walls of the body 82 and extend
through slots 42 formed in the upper ends
of links 43. The lower ends of these links
are pivotally connected to the flanges 84 as
indicated at 44. Parallel guide rods 45 are
arranged adjacent and parallel with the
flanges 34 and are connected at their ends
to the strips 35 and 36. These rods are de-
signed to be engaged by hooks 46 extending
from the ends of plate 47, each of which has
an integral extension 48 upon ifs upper
edge, the ends of which are folded toward
each other to constitute retaining ears 49
while a prong 50 is struck outwardly from
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the plate 47 at a point adjacent the exten-

sion 48, this prong codperating with ears 49
to retain a name strip 51 in position upon
the extension. All of the partition plates
47 are of the same construction with the ex-
ception of the front plate which, as shown
in Fig. 5, is provided with a centrally ful-
crumed lever 52 the ends of which are de-
signed to swing into a U-shaped guide ear
53 at each end of the plate 47, these ears be-
ing slotted as at 54 to receive the rods 45.
The ends of the lever 52 act as cams for the
purpose of binding against the rods and
thus securing the plate 47 against move-

ment. A finger-piece 55 may be formed

upon one end of the lever 52 to facilitate the
actuation thereof.

It is of course to be understood that the
front of the body 32 is provided with a han-
dle 56 similar to the handle 81 heretofore
described.

When the leaf 83 is swung in a closed
position the ends of the rod 87 travel down-
wardly within the slots 89 and at the same
time the links 43 swing forwardly, thus per-
mitting the strip 36 to assume a position
flat upon the Lottom of the body 32. This
operation is reversed when the leaf 23 is
swung outwardly and downwardly. The
partitions 47 of course constitute means for
securely binding together any papers which
may be placed between them, the front par-
tition constituting means for holding all of
the parts firmly bound together. It will be
seen that when the leaf 83 is swung into
open position it will not project beyond the
case in which the body 32 is mounted, any
greater distance than the length of the leaf.

By providing the elongated slots in the
ears 53, and by alse providing the hooks 46
with elongated openings therein the parti-
tions 47 can be readily tilted so as to permit
the papers held therebetween to be more
readily inspected. As shown in Fig. 7, in-
stead of providing a pivoted lever 52, for
the purpose of securing the partition to
the rods 45, a disk 57 may be pivotally
mounted upon the front partition 47 and
provided with an actuating arm 58. Bind-
g strips 59 are pivotally connected to the
disk 57 at - diametrically opposed points,
these strips extending in ‘opposite directions
and being provided with openings 60,
through which the rods 45 extend. Obvi-
ously by partly rotating the disk 57 the
walls of the openings 60 can be caused to
bind upon the rods to such an extent as to
positively hold the partitions 47 against
movement with relation to the rods.

As heretofore pointed out the case 1 can
contain one of each of the holders herein
described, or, if preferred, it can contain
two of either form. Moreover the complete

3

case constitutes a complete unit and can be
combined with a number of other cases if
so desired. It will be noted that all parts
are formed of sheet metal and are absolutely
fire-proof and no portions thereof will bind
so as to interfere with the operation of the
parts. It is of course to be understood
that various changes may be made in the
construction and arrangement of the parts
without departing from the spirit or sacri-
ficing the advantages of the invention.

What is claimed is:—

1. A device of the class described includ-
ing a case, and a holder hingedly and slid-
ably connected to the case, said holder in-
cluding a body having an open face, a leaf
movably connected to the body and con-
stituting the closure of said face, and par-
tition plates movably mounted upon the
leaf.

2. In a device of the class described a
holder including a body having an open
Tace, a leaf pivotally connected to the body
and constituting the closure of said face,
an extension slidably mounted on the leaf,
partitions upon the leaf, and codperating

means upon the body, partitions and leaf

for shifting the extension when the leaf is
moved in one direction.

3. In a device of the class described a
holder including a body having an open
face, an extensible leaf constituting the clo-
sure of said face, and means operated by the
opening of the leaf for extending the same.

4. In a device of the class described a
holder including a body having an open
face, an extensible leaf pivotally connected
to the body and constituting the closure of
said face, a partition plate slidably engag-
ing the body and normally disposed therein,
link connections between said plate and the
leaf, and means actuated by the partition
plate for extending the leaf when the same
1s moved in one direction.

5. In a device of the class described a
holder including a body having an open
face, an extensible leaf movably connected
to the body and constituting the closure for
said face, a partition plate movably con-
nected to and normally seated within the
body, means actuated by the leaf when
moved to open position for shifting said
plate from the body, and means operated
by the plate during such movement there-
of for extending the leaf.

6. In a device of the class described a
holder including a body having a slotted
side wall and an open face, a leaf movably
connected to the body and constituting a
closure therefor, said leaf being extensible,
a partition plate, slotted side flanges there-
on movable into the body, means outstand-
ing from the flanges for engaging the slotted
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. wall of the body, partition plates movably In testimony that I claim the foregoing
supported between and engaging the slotted | as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa- 10
portions of the flanges of the first mentioned | ture in the presence of two witnesses.

partition plate, means actuated by the move- , :
ment of the leaf to open position for shift- DAVID F. GREENAWALT.
ing the partition plates out of the body, Witnesses:

and means operated by such movement of Warter E. LAURENCE,

the plates for extending the leaf. Cravor E. Tayroz.



