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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, LUMUS C. NEWTON, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding in Detroit, in the county of Wayne and 
State of Michigan, have invented a new and 
useful Bank-Check or Draft, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
My invention has relation to improvements 

in checks, drafts, promissory notes, orders, or 
other obligations wherein may be expressed 
words designating value; and the object is to 
prevent the unlawful alteration of any Writ 
ten instrument, obligation, or order for the 
payment of money or other thing of value ex 
ressed by a numerical value therein. 
I have fully and clearly illustrated my in 

vention in the accompanying drawings, 
wherein 

Figure 1 is an illustration of the face of a 
check having my improved preventive means 
displayed therein. Fig. 2 is a similar view of 
a check drawn for a certain amount, and the 
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marginal notations clipped or cut down or of 
to correspond to the face value written in the 
body of the check. 
A designates a blank of any proper size and 

shape to constitute a check, promissory note, 
order or other evidence of obligation, ex 
pressed in numerals. The central portion a, 
of the blank is that used for the Written por 
tion of the instrument, and is rectangular in 
shape substantially as shown in the drawings. 
This central portion is surrounded by par 
allel lines designating value, and the ar 
rangement of these designations may be re 
versed and changed so that the larger Values 
may be at either end, and the top and bottom 
designations be changed; the preferred ar 
rangement is that shown in the drawings, 
wherein the notations designating “ thou 
sands' are arranged as the lower margin b, 
of the instrument, the lowest number being 
next adjacent to the lower edge of the check, 
and increasing in regular arithmetical pro 
gression to “five thousand.” These numbers 
may be increased by simply making the mar 
gin wider and adding the numbers by lines. 
The lines designating the hundreds, seen at 
e, have the lowest hundred next adjacent to 
the edge of the instrument, and increase out 

wardly to nine hundred. The lines express 
ive of the “tens’ d, and units e, are arranged 
in the same numerical order as the otherlines 
in their relation to the instrument, substan 
tially as shown in the drawings. 
To use the instrument in practical business, 

the body is filled up, say for three thousand, 
six hundred, and forty-three dollars; this be 
ing accomplished, the marginal “four and five 
thousands’ lines are separated by cutting or 
tearing them from the check, then the “hun 
dreds’ margin is torn off, leaving the “six 
hundred’ line on, then the “tens’ torn off 
down to the “forty’ line, and the “units’ 
severed to the “three’ line, and this makes 
the marginal designations correspond with 
the body or face value of the paper, and the 
instrument is in a condition which renders it 
impossible to increase or “raise’ its face 
Value without the fraud becoming at once ap 
parent, simply because the marginal designa 
tions would be expressive of a smaller value 
than the written body of the check called for. 
The instrument may be used for any busi 

ness purpose to which adapted; such as checks, 
Orders, time-orders, notes, and drafts. The 
cornersections as fare left standing and have 
the lines intersecting, so that they may be 
torn or cut off with the marginal lines, and 
the rectangular shape of the instrument pre 
Served. The designating marginal lines, it 
Will be seen, extend across the ends of the 
Written instrument and along the top and bot 
tom thereof, so that the blocks g, are formed 
by the extension and intersection of the mar 
ginal lines, thus composing eighty-one Squares 
in the corners, where nine marginallines are 
used, and on these squares may be indicated 
by figures, the value designations of the cor 
responding marginal lines, and then the cor 
ner square with its number printed thereon 
will constitute a ready means to quickly de 
termine the value indicated by the marginal 
line left on the instrument. 

It is readily perceived that if the value of 
the instrument is in the hundreds, all the 
marginal thousands are cut off, and so on 
when lower values are named, those not con 
tained in the Written instrument being dis 
posed of as stated. 
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Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 
A blank check, draft or similar instrument, 

having a series of marginal lines along its 
edges and ends, numerical values expressed 
On Said lines, and each series being complete 
in itself and respectively of different values, 
and corner sections having squares thereon 
formed by the extension and intersection of 
the marginal lines, and numerals printed on 
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the said squares corresponding to the values 
printed on the marginal lines substantially 
as and for the purpose specified. 

In witness whereof I have hereto set my I5 
hand in the presence of two attesting wit 
SSS 

LUMUS C. NEWTON. 
Attest: 

A. G. HEYLMUN, 
C. L. TREWITT. 

  


