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FIELD EFFECT TRANSISTOR 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention relates to a field effect tran 
sistor using a nitride semiconductor, which is applicable to a 
power Switching device for use in the power Supply circuit of 
a consumer appliance. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 GaN semiconductor is promising for the material of 
future high power Switching devices owing to its high Satu 
ration velocity and breakdown electric field. So far, AlGaN/ 
GaN hetero-junction field effect transistor (HFETs) have 
been demonstrated with both a low specific on-state resis 
tance and high breakdown Voltage taking advantage of inher 
ent high sheet carrier density at the hetero-interface caused by 
built-in polarization field. Further, as substrate materials, 
GaN wide-gap semiconductor materials can be grown on Si 
Substrates that can be increased in area with a high thermal 
conductivity and low cost, as well as conventionally used 
sapphire and SiC substrates. Thus GaN semiconductor has a 
number of advantages to power devices. 
0003 Referring to FIG. 8, the following will describe an 
example of a reported field effect transistor using a nitride 
semiconductor. 
0004 FIG. 8 is a sectional view showing the structure of 
the conventional field effect transistor using a GaN semicon 
ductor. 

0005. In FIG. 8, reference numeral 801 denotes a SiC 
substrate, reference numeral 802 denotes an AlN buffer layer, 
reference numeral 803 denotes a first undoped GaN layer, 
reference numeral 304 denotes a first AlGaN layer, reference 
numeral 305 denotes a Ti/Al drain electrode, reference 
numeral 806 denotes a protective film, reference numeral 807 
denotes a Ni/Augate electrode, and reference numeral 303 
denotes a Ti/Al source electrode. In this structure, the AlN 
buffer layer 802, the first undoped GaN layer 803, and the first 
AlGaN layer 804 are formed in this order on the SiC substrate 
801, the Ti/Al source electrode 808, the Ti/A1 drain electrode 
805, and the Ni/Augate electrode 807 are formed on the first 
AlGaN layer 804, the protective film 806 made of SiO, and 
SiN is formed so as to cover the Ni/Augate electrode 807, the 
Ti/A1 drain electrode 805, and a part of the Ti/Al source 
electrode 808, and a part of the Ti/Al source electrode 808 
penetrates the protective film 806 and is exposed on the pro 
tective film 806. With this structure, it is possible to achieve a 
field effect transistor having a breakdown voltage of 600 V, a 
current density of 850 A/cm between the source and drain, 
and a specific on-state resistance (RonA) of 3.3 m$2cm. 
0006. However, as a device for power control, normally 
off operation is demanded which interrupts current between 
the Source and drain at a gate Voltage of 0 V as in Si power 
MOS transistors. The conventional AlGaN/GaNHFET on the 
SiC Substrate performs a normally-on operation that passes 
current between the source and drain at the gate Voltage of 0 
V. 

0007 When the normally-on type device is applied to the 
device of power control circuit, the circuit may be broken due 
to short-circuit. Thus normally-off type having a positive 
threshold Voltage is strongly required. 
0008. In order to achieve a normally-off operation having 
a positive threshold Voltage, it is necessary to reduce the sheet 
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carrier concentration of electrons in a channel. However, in 
this case, there is a problem that the specific on-state resis 
tance is increased. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

0009. In view of the foregoing technical problem, an 
object of the present invention is to provide a field effect 
transistor that achieves a normally-off operation by using a 
conductive oxide having a higher work function for a gate 
electrode and outputs a large current with a low specific 
on-state resistance. 
0010. In order to attain the object, the field effect transistor 
of the present invention uses a conductive oxide for a gate 
electrode. 
0011. A threshold voltage is higher than 0 V. 
0012. The conductive oxide used for the gate electrode has 
a work function of at least 5.6 eV. 
0013 The conductive oxide is composed of indium tin 
oxide containing one of Zn and Ga. 
0014. An insulating film is formed so as to have an open 
ing on a semiconductor layer being in contact with the gate 
electrode, and the gate electrode is formed so as to cover the 
opening formed on the insulating film. 
0015. A recessed portion is formed on a surface of the 
semiconductor layer being in contact with the gate electrode, 
and the gate electrode is formed in contact with at least a part 
of a surface of the recessed portion. 
(0016. The gate electrode is in contact with the surface of 
the semiconductor layer, and an interface between the gate 
electrode and the semiconductor layer lies above the surface 
of the semiconductor layer having no interface with the gate 
electrode. 

0017. The gate electrode is in contact with the surface of 
the semiconductor layer, and an oxide layer is formed on the 
side of the gate electrode. The oxide layer is obtained by 
oxidizing the Surface of the semiconductor layer. 
0018. The semiconductor layer is made of a compound 
semiconductor containing nitrogen. The semiconductor layer 
is formed in contact with the gate electrode, a source elec 
trode, and a drain electrode. 
0019. The gate electrode is in direct contact with the semi 
conductor layer. 
0020. The gate electrode is placed on the semiconductor 
layer via the insulating film. 
0021. The insulating film is a thermal oxide film made of 
one of SiO, and the compound semiconductor. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0022 FIG. 1 is a sectional view showing a field effect 
transistor using a conductive oxide for a gate electrode 
according to Embodiment 1 of the present invention; 
0023 FIG. 2 is a graph showing the relationship between 
a work function of the gate electrode of the field effect tran 
sistor and a pinch-off voltage of the field effect transistor 
according to Embodiment 1; 
0024 FIG. 3A is a process sectional view showing the 
fabrication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 1 of the present invention; 
0025 FIG. 3B is a process sectional view showing the 
fabrication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 1 of the present invention; 
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0026 FIG. 3C is a process sectional view showing the 
fabrication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 1 of the present invention; 
0027 FIG. 3D is a process sectional view showing the 
fabrication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 1 of the present invention; 
0028 FIG. 3E is a process sectional view showing the 
fabrication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 1 of the present invention; 
0029 FIG. 4 is a sectional view showing a field effect 
transistor using a conductive oxide for a gate electrode 
according to Embodiment 2 of the present invention; 
0030 FIG. 5A is a process sectional view showing the 
fabrication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 2 of the present invention; 
0031 FIG. 5B is a process sectional view showing the 
fabrication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 2 of the present invention; 
0032 FIG. 5C is a process sectional view showing the 
fabrication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 2 of the present invention; 
0033 FIG. 5D is a process sectional view showing the 
fabrication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 2 of the present invention; 
0034 FIG. 5E is a process sectional view showing the 
fabrication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 2 of the present invention; 
0035 FIG. 5F is a process sectional view showing the 
fabrication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 2 of the present invention; 
0036 FIG. 6 is a sectional view showing a field effect 
transistor using a conductive oxide for a gate electrode 
according to Embodiment 3 of the present invention; 
0037 FIG. 7A is a process sectional view showing the 
fabrication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 3 of the present invention; 
0038 FIG. 7B is a process sectional view showing the 
fabrication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 3 of the present invention; 
0039 FIG. 7C is a process sectional view showing the 
fabrication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 3 of the present invention; 
0040 FIG. 7D is a process sectional view showing the 
fabrication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 3 of the present invention; 
0041 FIG. 7E is a process sectional view showing the 
fabrication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 3 of the present invention; 
0042 FIG. 8 is a sectional view showing the configuration 
of a conventional field effect transistor using a GaN semicon 
ductor; and 
0043 FIG.9 is a sectional view showing the configuration 
ofan MIS transistor using the conductive oxide of the present 
invention for the gate electrode. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS 

0044. In a field effect transistor of the present invention, 
instead of conventionally used metals such as Pd (a work 
function of 5.1 eV), Pt (a work function of 5.6 eV), and Ni (a 
work function of 5.1 eV) having relatively high work func 
tions, a conductive oxide Such as ZnnSnO having a higher 
work function is used for a gate electrode. ZnInSnO has a 
work function of 6.1 eV (see Ji Cuietal, Advanced Materials. 
13, No. 19, 1476 (2001)), which is higher than 5.6 eV of 
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conventionally used Pt, thereby achieving a normally-off 
operation keeping high sheet carrier concentration Ns. For 
normally-off operation, the threshold voltage can be 
increased not only by a structure that reduces Ns, but also by 
increasing a work function d of the gate electrode. 
0045 Referring to the accompanying drawings, embodi 
ments of the field effect transistor using ZnInSnO as the gate 
electrode will be described below. 

Embodiment 1 

0046 FIG. 1 is a sectional view showing a field effect 
transistor using a conductive oxide for a gate electrode 
according to Embodiment 1 of the present invention. 
0047. In FIG. 1, reference numeral 101 denotes a sapphire 
substrate, reference numeral 102 denotes an AlN buffer layer, 
reference numeral 103 denotes a first undoped GaN layer, 
reference numeral 104 denotes a first undoped AlGaN layer, 
reference numeral 105 denotes a SiO, thin film, reference 
numeral 106 denotes a Ti/Al drain electrode, reference 
numeral 107 denotes a ZnInSnO gate electrode, and reference 
numeral 108 denotes a Ti/Al source electrode. 
0048 FIG. 1 shows the configuration of the field effect 
transistor of so-called normally-off type according to 
Embodiment 1. A threshold voltage V, is larger than 0V. The 
feature of this configuration is the use of ZnInSnO for the gate 
electrode. In this configuration, the AlN buffer layer 102 
having a thickness of 0.5um, the first undoped GaN layer 103 
having a thickness of 3 um, and the first undoped AlGaN layer 
104 having a composition of AlosGaz N with a thickness 
of 20 nm are formed in this order on a plane (0001) of the 
sapphire substrate 101. The first undoped AlGaN layer 104 is 
formed with a recessed portion and has a thickness of 12 nm 
in the recessed portion. Further, the first undoped AlGaN 
layer 104 may bean n-type A1GaN layer doped with Si. In this 
configuration, the composition ratio of the first undoped 
AlGaN layer 104 is AlosGaz N, but the first undoped 
AlGaN layer 104 may be an undoped AlGaN and n-type 
AlGaN layer with any composition ratio as long as excellent 
transistor characteristics are obtained. In this case, the 
recessed portion of the first undoped AlGaN layer 104 has a 
thickness enabling a normally-off operation having a thresh 
old voltage of 0 V or higher. On portions other than the 
recessed portion of the first undoped AlGaN layer 104, the 
Ti/Al Source electrode 108 and the Ti/A1 drain electrode 106 
are formed in this order. These two electrodes are made of Ti 
having a thickness of 50 nm and Al having a thickness of 300 
nm. The SiO, thin film 105 having a thickness of 400 nm is 
formed between these two electrodes. The SiO, thin film 105 
has an opening that reaches the first undoped AlGaN layer 
104 and is formed so as to open the recessed portion of the first 
undoped AlGaN layer 104. In this configuration, the SiO, thin 
film 105 is used, but instead, an insulating film made of a 
material including SiN. polyimide, and BCB (Benzocy 
clobutane) may be used. Further, the ZnInSnO gate electrode 
107 having a thickness of 200 nm is formed in contact with the 
recessed portion of the first undoped AlGaN layer 104 and the 
SiO, thin film 105. Although the ZnInSnO gate electrode 107 
is formed in contact with the entire recessed portion of the 
first undoped AlGaN layer 104 and the SiO, thin film 105, the 
ZnInSnO gate electrode 107 may be formed in contact only 
with the bottom side of the recessed portion of the first 
undoped AlGaN layer 104. Although ZnInSnO is used for the 
gate electrode, a material such as La Sr, CuO and yttrium 
barium copper oxygen (YBCO) may be used for the gate 
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electrode. The field effect transistor described above has a 
recessed configuration. The first undoped AlGaN layer 104 
may have a thickness enabling a threshold voltage of 0 V and 
the field effect transistor may have no recessed configuration 
as described in Background of the Invention. According to the 
field effect transistor of the present embodiment, ZnInSnO 
having a work function of 6.1 eV higher than that of conven 
tionally used Ni is used for the gate electrode. Thus a nor 
mally-off type transistor can be obtained with a relatively 
high sheet carrier concentration on an AlGaN/GaN hetero 
junction, thereby achieving a field effect transistor with a low 
on resistance while keeping a normally-off operation. 
0049. The threshold voltage Vof the field effect transistor 
of FIG. 1 is expressed by the following Equation (1): 

- M - XAGaN - AEc 4NdAGaN (1) 
i &0&AFGaN 

V 

whered represents the work function of the gate electrode, 
Xy represents the electron affinity of the first undoped 
AlGaN layer 104, AE, represents the height of an energy 
barrier formed by the heterostructure of the first undoped 
AlGaN layer 104 and the first undoped GaN layer 103, dy 
represents the thickness of the first undoped AlGaN layer 104 
immediately below the gate, q represents the charge of elec 
trons, e, represents an permittivity in Vacuum, exy repre 
sents the relative dielectric constant of the AlGaN layer, and 
Ns represents the sheet carrier concentration of electrons in a 
channel immediately below the gate electrode. According to 
Equation (1), V, changes with Ns, d and dicy. Although 
V, can be set at 0 V or higher by reducing Ns, the reduced Ns 
increases the specific on-state resistance. 
0050 FIG. 2 is a graph showing the relationship between 
a work function of the gate electrode of the field effect tran 
sistor and a pinch-off voltage of the field effect transistor 
according to Embodiment 1, that is, the relationship between 
V, and dof the field effect transistor having Ns of 3.4x10' 
(cm) and 6.2x10'’ (cm). 
0051. In the field effect transistor of Ns=3.4x10' (cm’) 
of FIG. 2, the composition ratio of the first undoped AlGaN 
layer is Alo.14Gaoss N, the thickness dov is 20 nm, etcy 
is 9.43, AE, is 0.18 eV. and X is 3.61 eV. In the field 
effect transistor of Ns=6.2x10' (cm?), the composition 
ratio of the first undoped AlGaN layer is AloGaos, N, the 
thickness divis 20 nm, exis 9.41, AEois 0.25 eV, and 
Xy is 3.44 eV. 
0052 According to FIG. 2, when conventionally used Ni 
(a work function of 5.1 eV) is used for the gate electrode, it is 
necessary to reduce Ns to 3.4x10" (cm) to set V, at 0 V or 
higher. NS required for a normally-off operation having V of 
OV or higher can be increased up to 6.2x10" (cm) by using, 
for example, ZnInSnO having a high work function (6.1 eV), 
thereby suppressing the specific on-state resistance increased 
by the normally-off operation. 
0053 As is evident from FIG. 2, by using the conductive 
oxide for the gate electrode, a sheet carrier concentration 
required for a normally-off operation can be considerably 
increased from conventional 3.4x10' (cm') to 6.2x10' 
(cm), thereby reducing the specific on-state resistance. 
0054 The recessed configuration of the present embodi 
ment makes it possible to increase the thickness of the AlGaN 
layer on the recessed portion required for a normally-off 
operation, so that a leakage current caused by a tunnel effect 
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can be further reduced and a higher positive Voltage can be 
applied to the gate. Therefore, it is possible to achieve a field 
effect transistor of normally-off type that outputs a large 
current with a low on resistance. 

0055 Referring to FIG. 3, the following will describe an 
example of the fabrication method of the field effect transistor 
shown in FIG. 1. 

0056 FIG. 3 is a process sectional view showing the fab 
rication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 1 of the present invention. 
0057. In FIG.3, reference numeral 301 denotes a sapphire 
substrate, reference numeral 302 denotes an AlN buffer layer, 
reference numeral 303 denotes a first undoped GaN layer, 
reference numeral 304 denotes a first undoped AlGaN layer, 
reference numeral 305 denotes a SiO, thin film, reference 
numeral 306 denotes a resist, reference numeral 307 denotes 
a Ti/Al source electrode, reference numeral 308 denotes a 
Ti/Al drain electrode, and reference numeral 309 denotes a 
ZnInSnO gate electrode. 
0058. In this configuration, the AIN buffer layer 302 hav 
ing a thickness of 0.5 um, the first undoped GaN layer 303 
having a thickness of 3 um, and the first undoped AlGaN layer 
304 having a thickness of 25 nm are formed in this order on a 
plane (0001) of the sapphire substrate 301 by metal organic 
chemical vapor deposition (MOCVD) (FIG. 3A). The first 
undoped AlGaN layer 304 is formed with a composition of 
Alo GaozsN. After the epitaxial growth of FIG. 3A, the 
SiO, thin film 305 having a thickness of 400 nm is selectively 
formed on the first undoped AlGaN layer 304 (FIG.3B). The 
SiO, thin film 305 is formed over the first undoped AlGaN 
layer 304 by, for example, chemical vapor deposition (CVD) 
using SiHa and O. In order to selectively remove the SiO, 
thin film 305, the formation areas of the drain electrode and 
the source electrode are selectively removed by a photoli 
thography process using the resist 306 and wet etching using 
hydrofluoric acid. After the opening on the SiO, thin film 305 
is formed, the Ti/Al source electrode 307 and the Ti/Al drain 
electrode 308 are formed so as to contain Ti of 50 nm and Al 
of 300 nm on the first undoped AlGaN layer 304 on which the 
SiO, thin film 305 is opened (FIG.3C). The source electrode 
and the drain electrode are simultaneously formed by, for 
example, the photolithography process and a lift-off method 
using electron-beam evaporation. After the Ti/Al Source elec 
trode 307 and the Ti/A1 drain electrode 308 are formed, an 
opening is formed on the SiO, thin film305, the first undoped 
AlGaN layer 304 exposed through the opening is etched and 
selectively reduced in thickness, and the recessed portion is 
formed on the first undoped AlGaN layer 304 (FIG. 3D). The 
recessed structure is formed by selectively removing the SiO, 
thin film 305 by, for example, the photolithography process 
and wet etching using hydrofluoric acid, and the first undoped 
AlGaN layer 304 is selectively reduced in thickness to 12 nm 
by inductive coupled plasma (ICP) etching using Cl gas. 
After the recessed structure is formed, the ZnInSnO gate 
electrode 309 is formed in contact with the recessed portion of 
the first undoped AlGaN layer 304 (FIG.3E). In order to form 
the ZnInSnO gate electrode 309, the resist is patterned using 
photolithography, a ZnInSnO film is formed with a thickness 
of 200 nm by, for example, electron-beam evaporation, and 
the gate electrode is formed by the lift-off method. According 
to the field effect transistor of the present embodiment, it is 
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possible to perform a normally-off operation with a low on 
resistance and a large current between the Source and the 
drain. 

Embodiment 2 

0059 FIG. 4 is a sectional view showing a field effect 
transistor using a conductive oxide for a gate electrode 
according to Embodiment 2 of the present invention. 
0060. In FIG. 4, reference numeral 401 denotes an n-type 
Si Substrate, reference numeral 402 denotes an AlN buffer 
layer, reference numeral 403 denotes a first undoped GaN 
layer, reference numeral 404 denotes a first undoped AlGaN 
layer, reference numeral 405 denotes a Ti/A1 drain electrode, 
reference numeral 406 denotes a ZnInSnO gate electrode, 
reference numeral 407 denotes a Ti/Al source electrode, ref 
erence numeral 408 denotes a Auwire, reference numeral 409 
denotes a via hole, and reference numeral 410 denotes an Al 
backside source electrode. 

0061 FIG. 4 shows the configuration of the field effect 
transistor using the ZnInSnO gate electrode 406 according to 
Embodiment 2. In this configuration, the AlN buffer layer 402 
having a thickness of 200 nm, the first undoped GaN layer 403 
having a thickness of 1 um, and the first undoped AlGaN layer 
404 having a composition of AloisCao, N are formed in this 
order on a plane (111) of the n-type Si substrate 401. The first 
undoped AlGaN layer 404 includes a convex portion. The 
convex portion is 12 nm in thickness and the other portions 
are 10 nm in thickness. In this structure, the composition ratio 
of the first n-type AlGaN layer 404 is AlGaN. The first 
undoped AlGaN layer 404 may be an undoped AlGaN and 
n-type A1GaN layer with any composition ratio as long as 
excellent transistor characteristics are obtained. In this case, 
the thickness of the convex portion of the first undoped 
AlGaN layer 404 is set so as to enable a normally-off opera 
tion. The ZnInSnOgate electrode 406 is formed on the convex 
portion of the first undoped AlGaN layer 404 and the Ti/Al 
Source electrode 407 and the Ti/A1 drain electrode 405 are 
formed on portions other than the convex portion of the first 
undoped AlGaN layer 404. The first undoped AlGaN layer 
404 includes the convex portion because when a ZnInSnO 
film is formed over the substrate, it is necessary to prevent Zn, 
In and Sn of ZnInSnO from being diffused into the first 
undoped AlGaN layer 404 because those materials increase 
the contact resistance of the Source and drain and a leakage 
current between the gate and drain and between the gate and 
Source. In other words, portions where Zn, in and Sn are 
diffused are selectively removed to form the convex portion 
of the undoped AlGaN layer and the source and drain elec 
trodes are formed on the recessed portions other than the 
convex portion, so that the contact resistance is prevented 
from increasing and a leakage current is reduced. Although 
ZnInSnO is used for the gate electrode in this configuration, a 
material Such as La Sr. CuO and yttrium barium copper 
oxygen (YBCO) may be used for the gate electrode. In order 
to form wiring from the Ti/Al source electrode 407 to the 
backside of the substrate, a hole called the via hole 409 is 
formed so as to penetrate the first undoped AlGaN layer 404, 
the first undoped GaN layer 403, and the AIN buffer layer 402 
and reach the n-type Sisubstrate 401. Further, the Auwire 408 
is formed such that the Ti/Al source electrode 407 and the 
n-type Sisubstrate 401 are in contact with each other through 
the via hole, and the Al backside source electrode 410 is 
formed on the backside of the n-type Si substrate 401. This 
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wiring can reduce a chip area because this structure does not 
need an area for the source pad electrode. 
0062 Referring to FIG. 5, the following will describe an 
example of the fabrication method of the field effect transistor 
shown in FIG. 4. 

0063 FIG. 5 is a sectional view showing the fabrication 
method of the field effect transistor according to Embodiment 
2 of the present invention. 
0064. In FIG. 5, reference numeral 501 denotes an n-type 
Si Substrate, reference numeral 502 denotes an AlN buffer 
layer, reference numeral 503 denotes a first undoped GaN 
layer, reference numeral 504 denotes a first undoped AlGaN 
layer, reference numeral 505 denotes a ZnInSnO thin film, 
reference numeral 506 denotes a ZnInSnO gate electrode, 
reference numeral 507 denotes a resist, reference numeral 
508 denotes a Ti/Ai source electrode, reference numeral 509 
denotes a Ti/Al drain electrode, reference numeral 510 
denotes a via hole, reference numeral 511 denotes a Au wire, 
and reference numeral 512 denotes an Al backside source 
electrode. In this configuration, the AlN buffer layer 502 
having a thickness of 200 nm, the first undoped GaN layer 503 
having a thickness of 1 Jum, and the first n-type A1GaN layer 
504 having a thickness of 12 nm are formed in this order on a 
plane (111) of the n-type Si substrate 501 by MOCVD (FIG. 
5A). In this epitaxial growth, the first undoped AlGaN layer 
504 is formed with a composition of AlGaozsN. After the 
epitaxial growth of FIG. 5A, the ZnInSnO thin film 505 
having a thickness of 100 nm is formed by RF sputtering 
(FIG.SB). In this case, the ZnInSnO thin film 505 is formed 
by RF sputtering but may be formed by laser ablation. After 
the ZnInSnO thin film 505 is formed, the ZnInSnO thin film 
505 is selectively removed with the resist 507 serving as a 
mask. In addition, using the resist 507, the convex structure of 
the first undoped AlGaN layer 504 is formed. In order to 
selectively remove the ZnInSnO thin film 505, the ZnInSnO 
thin film 505 is selectively removed using a photolithography 
process with the resist 507 and ICP etching of mixed gas of 
CF, gas and O gas. In addition, the first undoped AlGaN 
layer having a thickness of 2 nm is selectively removed by 
ICP etching using Cl gas, so that the first undoped AlGaN 
layer 504 is convexly formed (FIG.5C). After the etching of 
the first undoped AlGaN layer 504, the Ti/Al source electrode 
508 and the Ti/A1 drain electrode 509 are formed so as to 
contain Ti of 50 nm and Al of 300 nm on portions other than 
the convex portion of the first undoped AlGaN layer 504 
(FIG. 5D). The source electrode and the drain electrode are 
simultaneously formed by, for example, the photolithography 
process and a lift-off method using electron-beam evapora 
tion. After the Ti/A1 Source electrode 508 and the Ti/A1 drain 
electrode 509 are formed, in order to form wiring from the 
Ti/Al source electrode 508 to the backside of the substrate, a 
hole called the via hole 510 is formed so as to penetrate the 
first undoped AlGaN layer 504 and the first undoped GaN 
layer 503 and reach then-type Sisubstrate 501 (FIG.5E). The 
via hole 510 is formed by, for example, selectively removing 
the first undoped AlGaN layer 504 and the first undoped GaN 
layer 503 using the photolithography process and ICP etching 
of Clgas. After the via hole 510 is formed, the Albackside 
source electrode 512 is formed on the backside of the n-type 
Si Substrate 501, and the Au wire 511 is formed in contact 
with the Ti/Alsource electrode 508 and the n-type Sisubstrate 
501 via the via hole 510 (FIG.5F). The Albackside source 
electrode 512 is formed by electron-beam evaporation. The 
Au wire 511 is formed by the photolithography process and 
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the lift-off method using electroplating. According to the field 
effect transistor of the present embodiment, a gate electrode 
material having a high work function makes it possible to 
achieve the field effect transistor of normally-off type having 
a low specific on-state resistance, thereby reducing the con 
tact resistance of the source and drain and the leakage current 
of the gate. 
0065. As described above, as in Embodiment 1, a conduc 
tive oxide such as ZnInSnO having a high work function is 
used for the gate electrode, thereby achieving a normally-off 
operation while reducing an increase in the specific on-state 
resistance without reducing a sheet carrier concentration. 
Further, portions where Zn, In and Sn are diffused in the 
undoped AlGaN layer are selectively removed to form a con 
vex portion of the undoped AlGaN layer and the gate elec 
trode is formed on the convex portion, and the source and 
drain electrodes are formed on the recessed portions, so that 
the contact resistance of the Source and drain electrodes is not 
increased and a leakage current is reduced. 

Embodiment 3 

0066 FIG. 6 is a sectional view showing a field effect 
transistor using a conductive oxide for a gate electrode 
according to Embodiment 3 of the present invention. 
0067. In FIG. 6, reference numeral 601 denotes a GaN 
substrate, reference numeral 602 denotes a first undoped GaN 
layer, reference numeral 603 denotes a first undoped AlGaN 
layer, reference numeral 604 denotes a Ti/Al drain electrode, 
reference numeral 605 denotes an AlGaNO oxide layer, ref 
erence numeral 606 denotes a ZnInSnO gate electrode, and 
reference numeral 607 denotes a Ti/Al source electrode. 

0068 FIG. 6 shows the structure of the field effect transis 
tor using ZninSnO for the gate electrode according to 
Embodiment 3. In this structure, the first undoped GaN layer 
602 having a thickness of 5 um and the first undoped AlGaN 
layer having a thickness of 12 nm and are formed in this order 
on a plane (0001) of the GaN substrate 601. In this epitaxial 
layer, the composition ratio of the first undoped AlGaN layer 
603 is AlosGaz N. The first undoped AlGaN layer 603 may 
be an undoped AlGaN layer and an n-type A1GaN layer with 
any composition ratio as long as excellent transistor charac 
teristics are obtained. In this case, the thickness of the first 
undoped AlGaN layer 603 is set so as to enable a normally-off 
operation. The ZnInSnO gate electrode 606 and the AlGa 
NO oxide layer 605 are formed on the first undoped AlGaN 
layer 603. When the ZnInSnO is formed over the first 
undoped AlGaN layer 603, Zn, In and Sn of ZnInSnO are 
diffused into the first undoped AlGaN layer 603. The diffused 
Zn, In and Sn of ZnnSnO increase the contact resistance of 
the Source and the drain and a leakage current between the 
gate and drain and between the gate and Source. Thus in order 
to make electrically ineffective the AlGaN layer where Zn. In 
and Snare diffused, the AlGaNO oxide layer 605 is formed 
to increase resistance. In this structure, although ZnInSnO is 
used for the gate electrode, a material Such as La Sr. CuO 
and yttrium barium copper oxygen (YBCO) may be used for 
the gate electrode. After the AlGaNO layer is selectively 
removed, the first undoped AlGaN layer 603 is exposed, and 
the Ti/Al source electrode 607 and the Ti/Al drain electrode 
604 are formed on the exposed surface. 
0069. Referring to FIG. 7, the following will describe an 
example of the fabrication method of the field effect transistor 
shown in FIG. 6. 
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0070 FIG. 7 is a process sectional view showing the fab 
rication method of the field effect transistor according to 
Embodiment 3 of the present invention. 
(0071. In FIG. 7, reference numeral 701 denotes a GaN 
substrate, reference numeral 702 denotes a first undoped GaN 
layer, reference numeral 703 denotes a first undoped AlGaN 
layer, reference numeral 704 denotes a ZnnSnO gate elec 
trode, reference numeral 705 denotes an AlGaNO oxide 
layer, reference numeral 706 denotes a Ti/Al source elec 
trode, and reference numeral 707 denotes a Ti/Al drain elec 
trode. 
(0072 First, the first undoped GaN layer 702 having a 
thickness of 5um and the first n-type AlGaN layer 703 having 
a thickness of 12 nm are formed in this orderona plane (0001) 
of the GaN substrate 701 by MOCVD (FIG. 7A). In this 
epitaxial growth, the first undoped AlGaN layer 703 is formed 
with a composition of AlGao, N. After the epitaxial 
growth of FIG. 7A, the ZnInSnOgate electrode 704 is formed 
(FIG. 7B). The ZnInSnO gate electrode 704 is formed as 
follows: a ZnInSnO thin film is entirely formed by, for 
example, RF sputtering. In order to form the gate electrode, 
the ZnInSnO thin film is selectively removed by a photoli 
thography process and ICP etching using mixed gas of CF 
gas and O gas. In this case, the ZnnSnO thin film is formed 
by RF sputtering but may be formed by laser ablation. After 
the ZnInSnO gate electrode 704 is formed, the AlGaNO 
oxide layer 705 is formed (FIG. 7C). In order to form the 
AlGaNO oxide layer 705, heat of about 1000° C. is applied 
to the first undoped AlGaN layer having a thickness of 2 nm 
in an atmosphere of O. Using this oxidation process, the 
AlGaNO oxide layer 705 is formed. After the AlGaNO 
oxide layer 705 is formed, the AlGaNO oxide layer 705 is 
selectively removed on the formation areas of the source 
electrode and the drain electrode to expose the first undoped 
AlGaN layer (FIG. 7D). The first undoped AlGaN layer 703 is 
selectively exposed by removing the AlGaNO oxide layer 
705 using a photolithography process and ICP etching using 
Cl gas. After the first undoped AlGaN layer 703 is exposed, 
the Ti/Al source electrode 706 and the Ti/Al drain electrode 
707 are formed on the exposed first undoped AlGaN layer 703 
in this order so as to contain Ti of 50 nm and Al of 300 nm. 
(FIG. 7E). The source electrode and the drain electrode are 
simultaneously formed by, for example, a lift-off method 
using electron-beam evaporation. According to the field 
effect transistor of the present embodiment, a normally-off 
field effect transistor having a low specific on-state resistance 
can be realized with a gate electrode material having a high 
work function. In addition, this embodiment can reduce the 
contact resistance and the leakage current. 
0073. As described above, as in Embodiment 1, a conduc 
tive oxide such as ZnInSnO having a high work function is 
used for the gate electrode, thereby achieving a normally-on 
operation while Suppressing an increase of the specific on 
state resistance without reducing a sheet carrier concentra 
tion. Further, the oxidation makes nonconductive the Surface 
of the first undoped AlGaN layer diffusing Zn, In and Sn of 
ZnInSnO, resulting in reducing the contact resistance of the 
Source and drain electrodes and the leakage current. 
0074 The substrates used in the embodiments shown in 
FIGS. 1, 4 and 6 may have any plane direction. For example, 
a plane direction with an off-angle relative to a representative 
plane such as a plane (0001) may be used. The substrate may 
be made of one of GaN, SiC., ZnO, Si, GaAs, Gap, InP, 
LiGaO, LiAlO, and a mixed crystal thereof. The buffer 
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layer is not limited to the AlN layer, and thus the buffer layer 
may be a nitride semiconductor layer of GaN or with any 
composition ratio as long as a preferable GaN crystal is 
formed on the buffer layer. The epitaxial growth layer of the 
field effect transistor described above may include a nitride 
semiconductor with any composition ratio or any multilayer 
structure as long as desired transistor characteristics are 
obtained. The crystal growth method is not limited to 
MOCVD and thus a layer formed by, for example, one of 
molecular beam epitaxy (MBE) and hydride vapor phase 
epitaxy (HVPE) may be included. The epitaxial growth layer 
may contain, as constituent elements, one of a V group ele 
ment such as AS and Panda III group element Such as B. 
0075. Further, in the present embodiment, a device with an 
MIS structure may be used as shown in the sectional view of 
FIG. 9. FIG. 9 shows the structure of an MIS transistor using 
the conductive oxide of the present invention for the gate 
electrode. In this MIS structure, for example, an AlGaN layer 
902 is formed on a GaN substrate 901, an insulating film 903 
made of, for example, SiO, and SiN and AlN is formed on the 
AlGaN layer 902, and a Ti/Al source electrode 904 and a 
Ti/Al drain electrode 905 are formed on the AlGaN layer 902 
on which the insulating film 903 is partly removed. 
0076 Further, a gate electrode 906 made of ZnInSnO is 
formed between the Ti/Al Source electrode 904 and the Ti/A1 
drain electrode 905 and on the insulating film 903. 
0077 According to the MIS structure, it is possible to 
achieve a normally-off operation while reducing an increase 
in on resistance in a similar manner to the foregoing field 
effect transistors. 
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(0078 Moreover, by using SiO, for the insulating film 903 
in the MIS structure, a carrier on a surface of the AlGaN layer 
902 can be made ineffective, thereby reducing an increase in 
leakage current between the gate and drain. Instead of the 
insulating film 903 made of SiO, an oxide film obtained by 
thermal oxidation on the surface of the A1GaN layer 902 may 
be used. 

1.-7. (canceled) 
8. The A field effect transistor having a threshold voltage 

higher than 0 V, comprising: 
a conductive oxide gate electrode, an insulating film having 

an opening over a semiconductor layer in contact with 
the gate electrode, the gate electrode covering the open 
ing in the insulating film. 

9. (canceled) 
10. A field effect transistor having a threshold voltage 

higher than 0 V, comprising: 
a conductive oxide gate electrode, a recessed portion in a 

Surface of a semiconductor layer in contact with the gate 
electrode, the gate electrode being in contact with at 
least a part of a Surface of the recessed portion. 

11.-13. (canceled) 
14. A field effect transistor having a threshold voltage 

higher than 0 V, comprising: 
a conductive oxide gate electrode, an oxide layer on a side 

of the gate electrode, the oxide layer being an oxidized 
Surface of a semiconductor layer, wherein the gate elec 
trode is in contact with the surface of the semiconductor 
layer. 

15.-19. (canceled) 


