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To all, whom it may concern: In the trap shown in the drawings. the con 
Be it known that we, ENOCH C. EATON, a struction of the throwing-arm and its operat 

resident of Pinckneyville, Perry county, State 
of Illinois, and FREDERICK C. DAMM, a resi 

5 dent of Findlay, Hancock county, State of 
Ohio, citizens of the United States, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Target-Traps, of which the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description, reference 

Jo being had to the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a target-trap con 
taining our invention, and Fig. 2 is a side ele 
Vation of the same. 
Our invention relates to the class of de 

vices known as “target-traps, which are em 
ployed to throw flying targets or “artificial 
birds.’ “ 

It is a more or less difficult undertaking, in 
2O Wolving considerable loss of time, to change 

the position of the target-traps now in com 
mon use when they have once been set. When 
their position is not changed, all of the tar 
gets from one trap are thrown in substan 

25 tially the same direction ahd about the same 
distance. Trap-shooters have by experience 
come to know this, and they are able, after 
the first target is thrown, to calculate with ap 
proximate accuracy the point toward which 

3o they must shoot to hit the target. Therefore 
trap-shooting as commonly practiced does not 
require as much skill and quickness as is re 
quired in shooting at live birds, which may 
fly in any direction. 
The object of our invention is to provide a 

trap in which the position of the throwing 
arm may be easily and quickly changed, where 
by the targets may be thrown in different di 
rections, which cannot belknown by the marks 

4o man, thus making this sport more nearly re 
semble live-bird shooting. With this end in 
view we have constructed a target-trap in 
which the throwing-arm and its operating 
mechanism are supported on an easily-rotat 

45 able post, and have provided means by which 
the position of said post may be easily and 
quickly changed and locked; and our inven 
tion consists in the construction and combi 
nation of parts hereinafter described, and 

5o pointed out definitely in the claims. 
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ing mechanism is not novel, and these parts 
may be of any suitable construction. They 
are suitably supported on a vertical post A, 
which is pivoted to the base of the trap. This 
base, as shown, consists of a circular disk B, 
supported by suitable legs b, and the post pro 
jects from the center of said circular base. 
Rigidly secured to the post A is a radial 

arm C, which affords a handle for turning said 
ost and is also a part of the mechanism by 

means of which the base and post are locked 
together. 
Drepresents a spring-latch mounted on the 

arm C and adapted to engage with Suitable 
indentations, corrugations, or projections on 
the base. 
E represents a bell-crank lever pivoted to 

the arm C. One arm of the lever E is con 
nected with latch D, while the other end ex 
tends alongside of the arm C in a convenient 
position, where said arm C and the lever E 
may be simultaneously grasped and operated 
with one hand. In the form shown the edge 
of the base B is serrated and the latch.D en 
gages with said Serrated edge, thus for the 
time being rigidly connecting the post and 
base. 
When the trap has been set and just be 

fore the trigger has been pulled, the trap-set 
ter can grasp the arm C, release the latch D, 
and turn the post in either direction. When 
the latch is allowed to spring back, it aluto 
matically locks the post to the base, where 
upon the trigger may be quickly pulled and 
the target thrown in a direction which the 
marksman cannot calculate upon. 

we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. In a target-trap, in combination, a base, 
a vertical post pivoted thereto supporting the 
throwing-arm and its operating mechanism, a 
radial arm rigid with said post, and means for 
locking said arm and base together, substan 
tially as and for the purpose specified. 

2. In a target-trap, in combination, a base, 
a vertical post pivoted thereto supporting the 
throwing-arm and its actuating mechanism, 
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an arm rigidly attached to said post and ex 
tending across said base, a spring-actuated 
latch carried by said arm and adapted to en 
gage the said base, and a lever pivoted to said 
arm and adapted to actuate said latch, sub 
Stantially as set forth. 

8. In a target-trap, in combination, a circu 
lar base having a serrated periphery, a post 
Centrally pivoted thereto upon which the 
throwing-arm and its operating mechanism 
are Supported, an arm rigidly secured to said 
post, a spring-latch mounted on said arm and 
adapted to engage with said serrated periph 
ery, and a bell-cranklever pivoted to said arm 
and engaging with said latch, substantially 
as and for the purpose specified. 

4. In a target-trap, in combination, a base, 
a revoluble supporting-post pivoted to the 
base and carrying and revolving the throw 
ing-arm and its actuating mechanism, a ra 
dial operating-arm rigid with said post and by 

469,904 

which the same and the throwing-arm are re 
volved, a lever pivoted to said arm and ex 
tending outward in close proximity to the 
outer end of the rigid radial operating-arm, 
so that they may be grasped by the hand, and 
a locking means attached to the inner end of 
the lever and working in conjunction with the 

25 

base, whereby the base and post can be tem 
porarily locked together and at will unlocked, 3o 
substantially as set forth. 
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