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To all 20 hom, it may concern: 
Beit known that, VLD ZUGAJA, a citizen of Yugoslavia, residing at Youngstown, in 

the county of Mahoning and State of Ohio, 
have invented certain new and useful In 
provements in Pistols, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in pistols and has par 
ticular reference to the breaking of the pistol 
barrel or tube for the purpose of placing a 
cartridge in position therein. 
The primary object of the present inven 

tion resides in the provision of a pistol of 
the type above set forth wherein the trigger 
guard is pivotally mounted upon the body of 
the pistol frame and cooperates with the 
hinged barrel for holding the latter in its 
proper assembled position on the gun frame. 
The invention further embodies in a pistol 

of the above type, tensioned locking means 
for the hinged trigger guard to prevent acci 
dental movement thereof and breaking of the 
pistol barrel. 
With the above general objects in view 

and others that will appear as the nature of 
the invention is better understood, that same 
consists in the novel construction, combina 
tion and arrangement of parts hereinafter 
more fully described, illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings, and pointed out in 
the appended claim. 

In the accompanying drawing forming a 
part of this application and in which like 
designating characters refer to correspond 
ing parts throughout the several views: 

Figure 1 shows by dotted lines a side ele 
vational view of a pistol having a hinged 
barrel section with the improved trigger 
guard and locking means for the guard as 
sociated with the pistol, 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view, sim 
ilar to Figure showing the pistol barrel 
hinged or broken with the trigger guard 
Swung upon its pivotal mounting and re 
leased from the keeper means therefor. 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the 
trigger guard detached from the pistol, and 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the lock 
ing latch for retaining the trigger guard in 
its operative position. 

Referring more in detail to the accom 
panying drawing, there is illustrated by 
dotted lines, as shown in Figures 1 and 2, 
a pistol embodying a body frame 1 carry 
ing a handle stock 2 with a barrel 3 hinged 

Serial No. 560,617. 

as at 4 to the pistol frame 1, the barrel 3 be 
ing provided with a rearwardly directed lug 
5 projecting from the lower side thereof as 
clearly shown in Figure 2. 
The frame 1 of the pistol is provided with 

usual trigger mechanism that has a guard 
pivotally mounted upon the fraine I, the 
guard 6 as shown being of substantially J 
shaped formation pivoted adjacent one end 
thereof as at 7 to the pistol frame and pro 
vided upon the pivoted end thereof with an 
Out Waldly directed lug 8. The opposite end 
of the guard 6 carries a lug projection 9 that 
is received in the socket 10 provided in the 
handle stock 2 of the pistol as clearly shown 
in Figures 1 and 2, the lug projection 9 pass 
ing through the opening 11 to reach the re 
ceSS Or SOcket 10 that is formed in the base 
plate 12 carried by the handle stock. When 
the trigger guard 6 is in the closed position 
shown in Figure 1, the end lug Scarried 
thereby engages the rearwardly directed 
lugs 5 projecting from the lower side of the 
barrel 3 constituting an interlocking con 
nection there with for retaining the barrel 3 
in firing position upon the gun frame 1. 
To maintain the trigger guard 6 in its 

closed position and immovable relative to the 
handle stock 2, a tensioned latch member co 
Operating there with is carried by the handie 
Stock, the latter being provided with a rela 
tively large Socket 13 confining a coil spring 
14 engaging the rear end wall of the socket 
13 having the opposite or forward end of 
the spring 14 encloses a stud projectio; 15 
carried by an angle latch plate 16 positioned 
in the socket 13 through the opening 17 in 
the face plate 12. A latch finger 18 carried 
by the latch plate 16 projects forwardly of 
the latch plate as shown in Figures 2 and 4. 
and is moved forwardly by the spring 14 to 
position the terminal end of the latch ?inger 
18 in the handle stock recess 10 at a point 
outwardly of the trigger guard lig 9 as 
shown in Figure 1 thereby locking the trig 
ger guard in closed position upon the fame 
of the pistol. To facilitate operation of 
the latch finger 18, the latch plate 16 car 
ries an angle extension 19 projecting 'ear 
wardly from the latch plate and provided 
upon the outer end thereof with a finger en 
gaging ring 20. 
From the above detailed description of the 

device, it is believed that the construction 
and operation thereof will at Once be appar 
ent, it being noted that when the pistol is in 
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