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To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, NATHANIEL B. CLARK-
SON, of Clinton, in the county of Laurens and
State of South Carolina, have invented cer-

. tain new and useful Improvements in De-

vices for Attaching and Detaching Draft-Ani-
mals from Vehicles; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, -

My invention relates to an improvement in
attaching and detaching devices for draft-
animals from vehicles or other objects to
which they may be harnessed; and the object
is to provide means for the quick operation
of the parts, the invention consisting in cer-
tain novel features of construction and com-

binations of parts, which will be hereinafter

described, and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view in perspective of my improvement.
Fig. 2 shows the parts detached and sepa-
rated, and Figs. 3 and 4 are sectional views.

The connection is composed of two sections
A and B, detachably connected together, one
section, A, being connected with the saddle
or belly-band of the harness and the other
with the tug or vehicle,

A indicates the section of the coupling or
connection which is attached to the saddle,
belly-band, or some part of the harness. This
section A is provided with four loops 1, 2, 3,
and 4, by which its secure attachment to the
harness is effected. The upper loop 1 pref-
erably has a buckle 5 connected with it, by
which the connection is buckled to the sad-
dle-strap 6. The opposite loop 3 carries the
belly-band 7. Loop 2 affords a means for the
attachment of the collar-strap 8 and loop 4
opposite for the breeching. Thus it will be
seen that this section A forms a eonnection
between these several parts or straps of the
harness, it being curved slightly to conform
to the shape of the draft-animal’s body, it
being adapted to rest thereagainst. This sec-
tion A is provided with a vertically-disposed
rib 15, T-shaped in horizontal cross-section.
At the upper end an outwardly - projecting

lug 10 is formed, and this Ing has a hole 11
therein. .

Section B has an integral depending bar 12,
to which the thill-loop 13is secured,and a rear-
wardly-extending bar orloop 14, to which the
tug or trace is secured. The inner face of
this section B of ‘the connection has a verti-
cal guide-groove 20 formed therein to receive

the rib 15 of section A and ‘a recess 16 to re-.

ceive lug 10. A spring-actuated slide-pin 17
in the upper end of this section B is adapted
to slide across the noteh or recess 16. To
couple or connect these sections, the pin 17

is drawn rearwardly and section A is slid up--

ward as far as it will go with the T-shaped
rib 15 in the groove 20. Then the pin is re-
leased and the pin springs forward through
the hole 11. To release the parts, the pinis
simply drawn back and the weight of the
thills will disconnect the parts, or the weight
of the belly-band, if in a double harness, will
accomplish the same thing. In this way the
time consumed in harnessing or unharness-
ingistrifling. Itwillbeunderstood,of course,
that the connection can be used with gingle
or double harness, heavy or light, plow-gear,
and whatnot; also, it may be stated that by
merely reversing the parts a little the slide-
pin could be brought inside or next to the
horse.

Itisevident that other slight changes might
be made in the form and arrangement of the
several parts described without departing
from the spirit and scope of my invention,
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and hence I do not wish to limit myself to -

the exact construction herein set forth; but,

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is~—

85

1. Anattaching and detaching device con- -

sisting of two sections, one having a T-shaped
rib and outwardly-projecting perforated lug,
and the other having a groove and a redess
to receive the rib and lug, and a slide-pin
which locks these parts together.

2. The combination with a section con-
structed and adapted to be attached to a har-
ness, said section provided with a vertically-
disposed T-rib, and an outwardly-projecting
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perforated lug, of a section connected with In testimony whereof I have signed this
the tugs or traces, and provided with a groove specification in the presence of two subserib-

to receive the rib and a recess to receive the | ing witnesses.
lug, and a spring-actuated pin adapted to NATHANIEL B. CLARKSON.

5 have sliding connection with one section and Witnesses:
enter the hole in the lug whereby to lock the A. B. BLAKELY,
sections detachably together. i

H. COPELAND.




