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(57) L mvention conceme des procedes de fabrication de
flans de soutien-gorge et les soutien-gorges fabriques a
partir de ceux-c1. Au cours d une operation de tricotage,
un flan (30) est fabrique sur un métier a tricoter circulaire
sous forme de tube cylindrique. Le flan est ensuite
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une partie (20) entourant le buste.
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(57) This mvention discloses methods of manufacturing
brassiere blanks and brassieres, and the brassieres made
therefrom. In particular, the methods and brassieres
involve circular knmitting operations in which a brassiere
blank (30) 1s produced on a circular knitting machine as
a cylindrical tube, and thereafter cut and sewn only at the
shoulders to produce a brassiere having shoulder straps
(29, 31°) knit integrally with a front torso portion (27)
having a pair of breast cups (26) and a rear torso portion
(28) cooperating with the front torso portion (27) 1n
forming a torso encircling portion (20).
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{57) Abstract

This iInvention discloses methods of
manufacturing brassiere blanks and brassieres, and
the brassieres made therefrom. In particular, the
methods and brassieres involve circular Kknitting
operations in which a brassiere blank (30) is
produced on a circular knitting machine as a
cylindrical tube, and thereafter cut and sewn only at
the shoulders to produce a brassiere having shoulder
straps (29, 31") knit integrally with a front torso
portion {27) having a pair of breast cups (26) and a
rear torso portion (28) cooperating with the front
torso portion (27) in forming a torso encircling
portion (20).
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BRASSIERE BLANK, BRASSIERE AND METHODS OF MAKING SAME
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
(1) Field of the Invention
The present 1invention relates to a brassiere,
the blank for making the brassiere and to the methods
for making the brassiere and the blank. More
particularly, tris invention relates to producing a
brassiere blank on a circular knitting machine,

producing a brassiere from the blank having seams only
at the shoulder straps.

(2) Description of the Prior Art

Brassiéres having fabric areas to define
breast cups have been produced by full fashioned and
reciprocating knitting machines, but blank and
brassiere production is slow and inefficient unless
circular knitting is used. One such improved circular
knitting process is disclosed in Richards U.S. Patent
No. 4,531,525 wherein a brassiere blank is made on a
circular knitting machine which includes producing a
cylindrical tubular blank having a torso portion with a
pair of breast cups and straps knit integrally with the
torso portion and having turned welt portions at each
end of the cylindrical blank. The tubular blank is
slit on one side, laid flat for cutting neck and arm

openings and seaming at each side to form the
brassiere. |
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2
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It an object of an aspect of this invention to
provide a circular knit, cylindrical tube blank from

which a brassiere may be made.

Another object of an aspect of this invention

1s to provide a method for manufacturing a brassiere
blank which has a fabric construction shaped to contours
desired for the finished brassiere so as to minimize the
manufacturing steps required for completion of the

brassiere.

A further object of an aspect of this invention

F

1s to provide a method of manufacturing a brassiere from

a single circular knit, cylindrical tubular blank to

produce a brassiere having a torso engaging portion and

straps 1ntegrally knit with the torso portion.

Yet another object of an aspect of this
invention 1s to provide a brassiere fabricated from
circular knit fabric and in which differential stitch

structures 1n coursewise directions accomplish the

principle shaping of the finished brassiere. A

e
prow

An even further object of an aspect of this

invention 1s to provide a brassiere from a single piece
of circular knit fabric having sewn only at the shoulder
strap seams and the banding.

In accordance with an aspect of the invention,
a method of making a circular knit blank for the
manufacture of a brassiere comprises

knitting a series of courses defining the lower
part of a cylindrical tubular fabric torso encircling
portion 1n the form of a turned welt; and then

knitting to said turned welt portion a series
of courses defining a cylindrical tubular fabric upper

portion having a front torso portion and a rear torso
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portion, said front torso portion having a pair of

differentially shaped breast cups with respect to the

remalinder of the upper torso portion defined by areas in

which the courses are simple knit courses; and then
knitting to said upper torso portion a series

of courses defining a shoulder portion having a

cylindrical tubular front and back fabric straps each
having an elongated area in which the courses are simple
knit with the areas being divided by an elongated panel
area; and then completing said blank by

knitting several courses forming a non-welted
non-raveling edge.

In accordance with another aspect of the

invention, a method of making a circular knit blank for

the manufacture of a brassiere comprises:

knitting a series of courses defining the lower

P

part of a cylindrical tubular fabric torso encircling

portion in the form of a turned welt; and then

knitting to said turned welt portion a series

-y

of courses defining a cylindrical tubular fabric upper

portion having a front torso portion and a rear torso

portion, said front torso portion having a pair of
differentially shaped breast cups with respect to the
remainder of the upper torso portion defined by areas in
which the courses are simple knit courses, and providing
a serlies of tucks gathering said upper torso portion to
said turned welt portion; and then

knitting to said upper torso portion a series
of courses defining a shoulder portion having a
cylindrical tubular front and back fabric straps each

having an elongated area in which the courses
are simple knit with the areas being divided by an
elongated panel area, and then completing said blank by

knitting several courses forming a non-welted
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non-raveling edge.

#

In accordance with a further aspect of the

invention, a circular knit blank for the manufacture o:

T 1)
1)

brasslere comprises:

A cylindrical tubular fabric portion in the

form of a turned welt:

a torso portion comprising a series of courses

defining a cylindrical tubular fabric portion having a

.

palr of breast cups on the frontal portion of said torso

portion defined by areas in which the courses are simple
Knit;

a shoulder portion having a cylindrical tubular
front and back fabric straps each having an elongated
area 1n which the courses are simple knit with the areas

being divided by an elongated panel area; and

several courses forming a non-welted non-

raveling edge.

In accordance with another aspect of the

invention, a circular knit blank for the manufacture of a

brassiere comprises:

2!

a cylindrical tubular fabric portion in the

form of a turned welt;

ﬁ

a torso portion comprising a series of courses

defining a cylindrical tubular fabric portion having a

serles of tucks gathering said torso portion to said

turned welt portion and a pair of breast cups on the

frontal portion of said torso portion defined by areas in

which the courses are simple knit;

a shoulder portion having a cylindrical tubular
front and back fabric straps each having an elongated
area 1n which the courses are simple knit with the areas
being divided by an elongated panel area; and

several courses forming a non-welled non-raveling edge.

In accordance with a further aspect of the
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invention, a method of making a brassiere using a

circular knit blank comprises the steps of:

knitting a series of courses defining a first cylindrical

tubular fabric torso encircling portion in the form of a

R—

5 curned welt;

knitting to the turned welt portion a series of

courses defining a cylindrical tubular fabric upper torso

portion including a rear torso portion and a front torso

portion having a pair of breast cups defined by two areas

10 in which the courses are simple knit with the areas being

H
pre

separated one from another, wherein said series of

courses defining the front torso portion differentially
shapes the breast cups;
knitting to said torso portion a shoulder

15 portion having a cylindrical tubular front and back

fabric strap region, each having an elongated area in

which the courses are simple knit with the areas being

divided by an elongated panel area;
cutting and removing from the cylindrical blank
20 areas for the arms and first and second neck portions so

as to form pairs of shoulder straps each extending from

adjacent a breast cup portion and from a rear torso

portion; and

sewlng together the straps so as to form the

25 completed brassiere.

In accordance with another aspect of the
invention, a method of making a brassiere using a

clrcular knit blank comprises the steps of:

knittingg a series of courses defining a first

30 cylindrical tubular fabric torso encircling portion in

the form of a turned welt;

knitting to the turned welt portion a series of
courses defining a cylindrical tubular fabric upper torso

portion having a front torso portion and a rear torso
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portion, said front torso portion having a pair of breast
cups defined by two areas in which the courses are simple

knit with the areas being separated one from the other,

wherein the series of courses defines the front torso

portion by differentially shaping the breast cCups and

providing a series of tucks gathering said cylindrical
tubular fabric upper torso portion to said turned welt
portion;

knitting to said upper torso portion a shoulder

portion having a cylindrical tubular front and back

fabric strap region, each having an elongated area in
which the courses are simple knit in a walewise direction

with the areas being divided by an elongated panel area;

cutting and removing from the cylindrical
blank areas defining arm and first and second neck
portions so as to form pairs of shoulder straps each

extending from adjacent a breast cup portion and from a

rear torso portion; and

sewlng together the straps so as to form the
completed brassiere.
In accordance with a further aspect of othe

inventino, a brassiere made from a circular knit tubular

fabric comprises:

a cylindrical tubular fabric torso encircling

knit portion in the form of a turned welt:;

a frontal torso portion knit to the turned welt

and having a pair of breast cups defined by two areas in
which the fabric is in simple knit courses with the areas
peing separated one from another, the courses defining
the frontal torso portion differentially shaping the

breast cups;

a rear torso portion knit to the rear portion

F

©of the turned welt and in which the fabric is in simple

knit courses, and
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two pairs of shoulder straps each knit within a
cylindrical tubular portion in a walewise direction to
poth of the front and rear torso portions wherein said
straps are cut from said tubular portion and sewn
together to define openings for receiving the arms and
neck of a wearer.

In accordance with another aspect of the
invention, a brassiere made from a circular knit tubular

fabric comprises:

a cylindrical tubular fabric torso encircling

portion in the form of a turned welt;

a frontal torso portion knit to the turned welt
and having a pailr of breast cups defined by two areas in

which the fabric is in plain knit courses with the areas

peing separated one from another, the courses defining
the frontal torso portion differentially shaping the
breast cups;

.
-

a rear torso portion knit to a rear portion of

the turned welt and in which the fabric is in simple knit

courses, sald frontal torso portion and said rear torso

portions each having a series of tucks gathering said

front and rear torso portions to said turned welt
portion, and
two pairs of shoulder straps each knit within a

cylindrical tubular portion in the walewise direction to

poth of the front and rear torso portions wherein said

straps are cut from said tubular portion and sewn

together to define openings for the arms and neck of a
wearer.

Other objects, features and advantages of the
present invention will become apparent from the following

detalled description when taken in conjunction with the

accompanyling drawings.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view l1llustrating an
embodiment of a brassiere in the present invention made
from the blank shown 1in FIG. 2 as it is worn:

FIG. 2 1s a front elevation view of an
embodiment of a circular knit cylindrical blank in
accordance with the present invention and from which
the brassiere of FIG. 1 is manufactured:

FIG. 3 1s a front elevation view of another
embodiment of a circular knit cylindrical blank in
accordance with the present invention and from which
the brassiere of FIG. 4 is manufactured: and

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a brassiere
made from the circular knit blank of FIG. 3 and

‘lustrating another embodiment of the present
invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 shows a
preferred embodiment of the finished brassiere of the
present invention represented generally at 10. The
brassiere 10 includes a cylindrical tubular torso
encircling portidn 20 including a first or lower
portion in the form of a turned welt portion 22 and an
upper torso portion comprising a series of courses
defining a cylindrical tubular fabric portion defining
a front torso portion 27 and a rear torso portion 28
knit to the turned welt portion 22. The front torso
portion 27 has a pair of breast cups 26 defined by
areas 1n which the courses are simple knit and have
succeeding courses varying between simple knit and welt
knit courses. Following the turned welt portion 22,
the first several courses of the front torso portion 27
and rear torso portion 28 include a series of tucks
gathering the upper torso portion to the turned welt,
shown in FIG. 2. The courses defining the front torso
portion 27 differentially shape the breast cups 26.
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The torso portion includes a rear portion above the
turned welt and in which the fabriec is in simple knit
courses. A pair of front shoulder straps 29 are each
knit to the front torso portion and a pair of back
shoulder straps are each knit to the rear torsc portion
and in which the fabric is in simple Kknit courses with
patterns. The back shoulder straps are like the back
straps 131 shown in the embodiment of FIG. 4.

In a preferred embodiment of this invention,
the breast cups 26 are defined by areas in which the
courses are simple knit with the breast cup areas 26
being separated by a center gathered panel area 25
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, in which the courses vary
petween simple and welt knit courses. The ga‘“hered
portion 25 is made by pulling the cams away from the
butts allowing the shorter button needles to pass
through underneath the cams to hold the stiteh for a
predetermined number of courses, say 3 to 20 and
preferably 10 to 12, then the needles are raised to
clear the stitch to form a pleat, then the process is
repeated until the gather is formed. The cams are then
returned to the cylinder so that the button needles
will rise.

Turning now to FIG. 2, there is shown a
brassiere blank 30, made on a high speed circular
knitting machine, from which the brassiere 10 is
produced. The blank 30 is a cylindrical tube having
portions which correspond to the portions of the
brassiere described in FIG. 1. The reference
characters corresponding to those used with reference
to FIG. 1 will be applied in FIG. 2, with the addition
Oof prime notation. Thus, the torso portion 20‘, in the
blank 30, includes a turned welt portion 22’ as is
produced on circular knitting machines in well known
ways and the upper torso portion comprising front
portion 27‘ and rear portion 28‘. The differentially

snaped breast cups 26’ are defined on the front panel
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cf the torso portion 20’. The straps 28’, 31’ are
shown on the knitted portion above the torso portion. A
non-raveling edge 21’ formed of several courses tops
off the brassiere blank 30. Tucks 23’ are formed 1in
S the upper torsco portion immediately above the turned
welt portion 227, in a manner known to those skilled in
the knitting art.
The various portions of the circular knit
tubular brassiere blank 30 are integrally knit together
10 and have stitch constructions as described hereinabove .
Thus, the method ¢f manufacturing the blank will become
more clearly understandable and may be characterized as
knitting a series of courses defining a first
cylindrical tubular portion in the form of a turned
15 welt 22’, and then knitting to the first turned welt
portion a series of courses defining a cylindrical
upper tubular torsc portion 20’ having a series of
tucks 23’ where the courses sgtart immediately above the
turned welt 22’., The front torso portion 27’ has a
20 pair of breast cups 26’ defined by two areas in which
the courses are simple knit with the areas being
separated one from the other by areas of gathered
panels 25’ 1in which succeeding courses vary between
simple knit and welt knit courses, the knitting of
25 courses defining the front torso portion differentially
shaping the breast cups with respect to the gathered
panels. As wlll be understocod, the degree of shaping
will vary, and may be taken into account in
accomplishing sizing of the brassiere. Then knitting
30 to the front torsc portion a series of courses defining
a cylindrical tubular fabric shoulder strap 29’ and
rear torso portion having elongated shoulder strap
areas 31’ in which the courses are simple knit, and the
Knitting to the upper portion several courses forming a
35 nen-raveling edge 217 .
in manufacturing the brassiere 10 from the
blank 30 the fabric of the blank 30 as shown in FIG. 2
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ls cut along a pair of neck lines 33, and a pair of arm
hole lines 35 and waste fabric is removed s¢ as toc
define the front shoulder straps 29’ and the rear
shoulder straps 31’ which are sewn together along a
5 seam (not shown). Banding and the like may be added to
finish off the bragssiere. The brassiere is of a
circular Knit construction, with the turned welts 22
extending i1in a coursewise direction. The first several
courses of the upper torso portion are knit so as to
10 provide a series of tucks, shown at 23’ in FIG. 2,
around the upper torso portiocn 20, i1mmediately above
the turned welt portion 22’. When the brassiere is
worn, as shown in FIG. 1, the knit fabric fits snugly
to the body and the tucks are not evident. Thus, the
15 fabric construction in the upper torso portion is such
that the coursewise direction of the knit fabric is
generally circumferential of the body of the wearer of
the brassiere 10. The courses are knilt in such a way
as to shape the breast cup 26. In particular, the
20 fabric in the breast cups are a simple knit, while the
area between the cups 26 in the embodiment of FIG. 1
are formed by gathered fabric having successlve courses
varying between simple knit and welt knit stitches.
Simple knit stitches are used to distinguish
25 those stitch constructions pessible on a c¢ircular
knitting machine and in which yarn is taken into a
needle during each rotation of the cylinder, such as
plain, purl, tuck and combinations thereof. Reference
to welt knit is intended to encompass miss-stitch or
30 float stitch constructions in which loops in certain
courses are held without additional yarns belng taken
and then knit into subseguent courses, thereby
gathering the courses tcgerther and providilng the
characteristic turned welt or panel effect referred to
25 above.
In ancotner embodiment, that shown in FIG. 3,

a blank 130 is made similarly to the blank 30 1n
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FIG. 2, but without the central gathered portion 25¢.
A cylindrical tubular fabric torso encircling portion
120' is knit in the form of a turned welt portion 122°
and an upper torso portion comprising a front torso
portion 127' and a rear torso portion 128'. The front
torso portion 127' comprises a series of courses
defining a cylindrical tubular fabric portion having a
pair of breast cups 126' on the front portion defined
by areas in which the courses are simple knit and
having succeeding courses varying between simple knit
and welt knit courses. The first several courses of
the upper torso portion are knit so as to provide a
series of tucks 123' around the upper torso portion
lmmediately above the turned welt portion 122'. Then
knitting to the torso portion a shoulder portion having
a cylindrical tubular front and back fabric straps
129', 131' each having an elongated patterned area in
which the courses are simple knit with the areas being
divided by an elongated panel area in which succeeding
courses vary between simple knit and welt knit courses.
The blank 130 is completed by knitting several courses
121' forming a non-raveling edge.

The brassiere 110, shown is FIG. 4, is made
from blank 130, shown in FIG. 3 by cutting along a pair
of neck lines 133, and a pair of arm hole lines 13s.
The waste fabric is removed so as to define the front
shoulder straps 129' and the rear shoulder straps 131°
which are sewn together along seam 132. Banding and
the like may be added to finish off the brassiere.

In the drawings and specification there has
been set forth a preferred embodiment of the invention,
and although specific terms are employed, they are used
ln a generic and descriptive sense only and not for
purposes of limitation, the scope of the invention
being defined in the claims.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:
1. A method of making a circular knit blank
for the manufacture of a brassiere comprising:
knitting a series of courses defining the
lower part of a cylindrical tubular fabric torso
5 encircling portion in the form of a turned welt; and
then
Knitting to said turned welt portion a series
of courses defining a cylindrical tubular fabric upper
portion having a front torso portion and a rear torso
10 portion, said front torso portion having a pair of
differentially shaped breast cups with respect to the
remainder of the upper torso portion defined by areas
in which the courses are simple knit courses; and then
knitting to said upper torsco portion a series
15 of courses defining a shoulder portion having a
cylindrical tubular front and back fabric straps each
having an elongated area in which the courses are
simple knit with the areas being divided by an
elongated panel area, and then completing said blank by
20 knitting several courses forming a non-welted
non-raveling edge.

2. A method of making a circular knit blank
for the manufacture of a bragssiere comprising:
RKnitting a series of courses defining the

lower part of a cylindrical tubular fabric torso

5 encircling portion in the form of a turned welt; and
then '
knitting to said turned welt portion a series
of courses defining a c¢ylindrical tubular fabric upper
porticn having a front torso portion and a rear Lorso
10 portion, said front torso portion having a pair of
differentially shaped breast cups with respect to the
remainder of the upper torso porticn defined by areas

1n which the ccurses are simple knit courses, and
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providing a series of tucks gathering said upper torso
portion to said turned welt portion; and then

knitting to said upper torsc portion a series
of courses defining a shoulder portion having a
cylindrical tubular front and back fabric straps each
having an elongated area in which the courses are
simple knit with the areas being divided by an
elongated panel area, and then completing said blank by

knitting several courses forming a non-welted

non-raveling edge.

3. The method of making a circular knit
blank for the manufacture of a brassiere according to
Claim 1 wherein said series of courses defining said
upper cylindrical tubular fabric portion having a pair
of breast cups on the front portion of sald torso

portion defined by areas in which the courses are
simple knit further comprising knitting an area between
the breast cups separating the cups one from another Dby
a gathered panel in which succeeding courses vary
between simple knit and welt knit courses.

4 . A circular knit blank for the

manufacture of a brassiere comprising:

a cylindrical tubular fabric portion 1in the
form of a turned welt;

a torso portion comprising a series ot
courses defining a cylindrical tubular fabric portion
having a pair of breast cups on the frontal portion of
said torso portion defired by areas in which the

courses are simple Knitg;

a shoulder pertion having a cylindrical
cubular front and back fabric straps each having an
alongated area in which tne courses are simple knit
wilth the areas being divided by an elongated panel

area; and
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15 several courses forming a non-welted non-
raveling edge.
S. A circular knit blank for the

manufacture of a brassiere comprising:

a cylindrical tubular fabric portion in the
form of a turned welt;

5 a torso portion comprising a series of
courses defining a cylindrical tubular fabric portion
having a series of tucks gathering said torso portion
to said turned welt portion and a pair of breast cups
on the frontal portion of said torso portion defined by

10 areas in which the courses are simple knit;

a shoulder portion having a cylindrical
rubular front and back fabric straps each having an
elongated area in which the courses are simple knit
with the areas being divided by an elongated panel

15 area; and
several courses forming a non-welted non-

raveling edge.

6. The circular knit blank for the
manufacture of a brassiere according to Claim 4 further
comprising said series of courses defining said upper
cylindrical tubular fabric portion having a pair of

S breast cups on the front portion of said torso portion
defined by areas in which the courses are simple knit
further comprising the area between the breast cups
being separated one from the another by areas of
gathered panels in which succeeding courses vary

10 between simple knit and welt Knit courses.

7. A method of making a brassiere using a

circular knit blank comprising the steps of:
knitting a series of courses deflning a first
cylindrical tubular fabrlc torso encircling portion 1in

the form of a turned welt;

U

T R . 2 . l
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knitting to the turned welt portion a series
of courses defining a cylindrical tubular fabric upper
torso portion including a rear torso portion and a
front torso portion having a palir of breast cups
10 defined by two areas in which the courses are simple
knit with the areas being separated one from another,
wherein said series of courses defining the front torso
portion differentially shapes the breast cups;
knitting to said torso portion a shoulder
15 portion having a cylindrical tubular front and back
fabric strap region, each having an elongated area in
which the courses are simple knit with the areas being

divided by an elongated panel area;
cutting and removing from the cylindrical

20 wlank areas for the arms and first and second neck
portions so as to form pairs of shoulder straps each
extending from adjacent a breast cup portion and from a

rear torso portion; and
sewing together the straps so as to form the

25 completed brassilere.

8 . The method of making a circular knit
blank for the manufacture of a brassiere according to
Claim 2 wherein said series of courses defining said
cylindrical tubular upper fabric portion having a pailr

S of breast cups on the front portion of said torso
portion defined by areas 1in which the courses are
simple knit, further comprising, knitting an area
between the breast cups separating the cups one Ixrom
rhe other by a gathered panel 1in which succeeding

10 courses vary between simple knit and welt Knit courses.

9. The circular knit blank for the
manufac-ure of a brassiere according to Claim 5 further
comprising said series ©I courses defining said upper
cylindrical tubular fapric porticn having a pair of

breast cups on the front porticn of said torso portion

U\
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defined by areas in which the courses are simple Knit,
further comprising, the area between the breast cups
being separated one from the other by areas of gathered
panels in which succeeding courses vary between simple

10 knit and welt Knlt courses.

10. The method of making a brassiere using a
circular knit blank according to Claim 7 further
comprising sewing banding around the shoulder straps
forming the arm and neck openings.

11. A method of making a brassiere using a
circular knit blank comprising the steps of:
knitting a series of courses defining a first
cylindrical rubular fabric torso encircling portion 1in
5 rhe form of a turned welt;
knitting to the turned welt portion a serles
of courses defining a cylindrical tubular fabric upper
torso portion having a front torso portion and a rear
torso portion, said front torso portion having a pair
10 of breast cups defined by two areas in which the
courses are simple knit with the areas being separated
one from the other, wherein the saries of courses
defines the front torso portion by differentially
shaping the breast cups and providing a series of EUCKS
15 gathering said cylindrical tubular fabric upper torso
portion to said turned welt porticn;
xnitting to said upper torso portion a
shoulder portion having a cylindrical tubular front and
hack fabric strap region, each having an elengated area
20 in which the courses are simple knit in a walewlse
direction with the areas being divided by an elongated
panel area;
cutting and removing from the cylindrical
nlank areas defining arm and first and second neck

25 portions so as to form cairs cf shoulder straps sach
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extending from adjacent a breast cup portion and from a

rear torso portion; and
sewing together the straps soO as LO form the

completed brassiere.

12. The method of making a brassiere using a
circular knit blank according to Claim 1l further

comprising sewing banding around the shoulder straps

forming the arm and neck openings.

13. A brasgiere made from a circular knit

rubular fabric comprising:
a cylindrical tubular fabric torso encircling

knit portion in the form of a turned welt;
a2 frontal torso portion knit to the turned

welt and having a pair of breast cups defined by two
ayreas in which the fabric is in simple knit courses
with the areas being separated one from another, the
courses defining the frontal torso portion

10 differentially shaping the breast cups;
a2 rear torso portion knit to the rear portion

of the turned welt and in which trhe fabric is in simple

knit courses, and
two pairs of shoulder straps each knit within

15 a cylindrical tubular portion in a walewilise direction
tro both of the front and rear tOISO portions whereln

said straps are cut from said tubular portion and sewn

together to define openings for receiving the arms and

neck of a wearer.

14. The brassiere made of circularly knit

fabric according to Claim 13 wherein the front torso

portion has areas of gathered panels 1in which

succeeding courses vary between plain knit and welt

> knit courses and a gathered centexy panel in which &

rultiplicity of successive CCUISeS are of float

stitcoches.
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15. The brassiere made o0f circularly knit
fabric according to Claim 13 further comprising banding
around the shoulder gtraps forming the arm and neck
cpenings.

16. A brassiere made from a circular Kknit
tubular fabric comprising:

a cylindrical tubular fabric torsc encircling
portion in the form of a turned welt;

S a frontal torseo portion Knit to the turned
welt and having a pair of breast cups defined by two
areas in which the fabric is in plain knit courses with
rhe areas being separated one from another, the courses
defining the frontal torsc portion differentially

10 shaping the breast cups;

a rear torso portion knit to a rear portion
of the turned welt and in which the fabric is in simple
knit courses, said frontal torso portion and said rear
torso portions each having a series of tucks gathering

15 said front and rear torso portions to said turned welt
portion, and

two pairs of shoulder straps each knit within
a cylindrical tubular portion 1in the walewise direction
to both of the front and rear torso portions wherein

20 said straps are cut from said tubular portion and sewn

together to define openings for the arms and neck of a

wearer.

17. The brassiere made of circularly knit
fabric according to Claim 16 wnerein the frcont Lorso
portion has areas of gathered panels 1n which
succeeding courses vary between plain knit and welt

5 knit courses and a gathered center panel in which a
maltiplicity of successive courses are [loat stitches.
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18. The brassiere made of c¢ircularly knit
fabric according to Claim 16 further comprising banding
around the shoulder straps forming the arm and neck

openings.
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