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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

- EDWIN L. YANCEY, OF BATAVIA, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN CARRIAGE SEATS AND TOPS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 131,585, dated Septembef ?4; 1872 ; antedated September
21, 1872,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, EDWIN L. YANCEY, of
Batavia, in the county of Genesee and State
of New York, have invented certain Improve-
ments in Carriage Seats and Tops, of which
the following is a specification:

My improvement belongs to that class in
which the earriage-top is slid back upon the
seat by the use of a sliding rail and lever,
so as to facilitate getting in and out. The
invention consists in the arrangement of
parts attached to the seat, as hereinafter de-
scribed.

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a plan of a seat
with my improvement applied thereto; Fig.
2, an elevation; Figs.3 and 4, diagrams show-
ing the method of connecting the sliding at-
tachment with the seat; and Fig. 5, a per-
spective view of one of the corner-irons.

A is a carriage-seat, having the ordinary
skirt or rolling flange B. Cis the sliding rail

or rod, to which the carriage-top (not shown)’

is attached, through the mediim of the ordi-
nary joints or props @ @ This rail is made
in a single piece, and consists simply of the
straight lengths b b and the rear bow &’. The
carriage-top is allowed to fold or unfold in
the ordinary way, but as the rail slides back
~and forward tlie top is carried with it. At
the rear corners of the seat are corner-irons
D D, attached by bolts ¢ ¢, or otherwise, so
as to be readily removable. "These irons have
each double sockets d &’ at right angles to
each other. The sockets d receive the ends
b b of the rail, while the sockets d' receive
the journals of a cross-rod, E, which extends
from side to side across the back skirt of the
seat without other attachments. The axis B
has crank-arms f f extending forward, one or
both of them forming levers (&, which rest at
the front of the seat, near the ends, within
reach of the operator in getting in or out.
To the arms f and to the rear joiuts a are piv-
oted connecting-rods H H. By this arrange-
ment it will be seen that when the lever G is
raised the rail C will be thrown back, as shown
by the dotted lines, Figs. 1and 2, and conse-
quently the carriage-top will be thrown back
with it. This presents an open space at the
front of the carriage for the occupants to get
in and out with facility, The lengths b b of

the rail are connected with the skirts B B of
the seat, either by a bolt, g, which passes
through a slot, %, as shown in Fig. 8, or by
means of a hooked lug, ¢/, which clasps the
end of the skirt, as shown in Fig. 4. This
allows a free sliding movement of the rail,
but yet holds the parts securely in contact.
The front ends of the rails when thrown clear
forward, strike into sockets & % of the han-
dles K. This locks the rails against over
strain by the top. To the corner-irons D are
attached straps L L, which extend down the
corners of the seat, and have slots ¢ 4 at their
ends that engage with headed pins & % of the
seat.. This connection strengthens and stiff-
ens the angle-irons, and yet, when the latter
are liftéd off they lift off with them, leaving
the seat entirely clear.

In some instances I contemplate using in .
the rear a toggle, M, engaging with the rail
O and back of the seat, as shown in Fig. 2.
When the rail is thrown forward, as in black
lines, the toggle hangsloose; but when thrown
back, as.in dotted lines, it straightens, and
stiffens, and forms a brace to the rail to sus-
tain the overweight of the carriage-top at the
rear. This constitutes one special feature of
novelty in my invention, If desired, a handle
may be connected with the toggle by which
the rail can be thrown in or out.

I am aware that sliding rails carrying the
carriage-top back have before been known.
I do not claim to be the inventor of such,
broadly. My invention consists in the special
arrangement of parts above described, by
which the counstruction is made much simpler,
cheaper, and more effective. By the extend-
ing of the axis E across the seat, and the con-

‘nection of the arms H H, both ends of the

rail are moved alike, and there can be no bind-
ing or twisting of the apparatus. The arms
H, when thrown forward, have their front
joints resting below the line of the rear ones,
by which means they form braces to hold the
rail from sliding back accidentally; and when
the rail is slid back said arms form supports
to its weight. The whole apparatus is re-
moved from the seat by simply loosening the
serews ¢ and the connections g ¢/, and the seat
is thus left as bare and untrammeled as the
ordinary carriage-seat.
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‘What T claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The corner plate D, formed with the two
sockets d and d/, extendlng throngh the plate
at right angles, as and for the purpose set
forth.

2. In combination with a corner plate, D
formed with two sockets, d and &, for the pur—
pose set forth, I claim the straps L sliding rail
C, axis E, crank-arms J, lever G, connectmg
rods H, and attachments g or ¢/, "all arranged
~and operatmg substantially as described.

3. I also claim the toggle M, when combined
with the seat A, corner plate D, having two
sockets, d &', and the sliding rail O in the man-
ner and for the purpose speclﬁed

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed

my name in the presence of two subscribing -

witnesses.
EDWIN L. YANCEY.

‘Witnesses:
S. COOPER,
JEROME ROWAN.
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