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This invention relates to a foul ball indicator 
for use upon baseball fields. 

In virtually all enclosed baseball parks, exten 
sions of the third and first base lines extend to 
the outfield barrier and are there extended Ver.- . 
tically, usually as either a vertical White line On 
the barrier or, and more frequently, as a verti 
cally disposed white post, which, in the case of 
low barriers; extends vertically above the upper 
terminus of the barrier. 
markers are usually located a substantial distance 
from the umpire whose duty it is to determine 
Whether a batted ball Striking or paSSing. OVer 
the barriers in the region of the markers, is fair 
or foul. Consequently, it is difficult to determine 
whether or not such a batted ball is fair or foul, 
particularly where the game is played at night. 
As such a batted ball invariably results, if de 

Such vertical foul line. 
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clared, a fair ball, in an extra, base hit, it is . 
vitally important that the umpire render the 
proper decision in every instance. Obviously, 
such a decision is difficult only in instances where 
the batted ball strikes or passes close to Such 
a marker. 

It is an object of the 
provide a foul ball indicator adapted to be dis 
posed on the base line in the out-field which has 
portions thereon adapted to be struck by the ball 
and Which Will give one indication should the 
ball be outside of the line and another indication 
if the ball is inside of the line whereby to indicate 
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whether the ball is foul and outside or whether 
it is inside and whereby to eliminate the burden 
upon the umpire of the game of determining 
Whether the ball is foul or not. 

It is another object of the invention to provide 
a foul ball indicator wherein the Signals thereof 
can be visible as well to the patrons within 
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the grandstand as to the umpire, the signal being 
made by the use of red and green lightS. 

It is another object of the invention to provide 
a foul ball indicator which is of simple construc 
tion, which can be So disposed on the line aS to 
take up minimum space, and in Which the Op 
erating parts are so arranged that they cannot 
easily get out of order. 
For other objects and for a better understand 

ing of the invention, reference may be had to the 
following detailed description taken in connection 
with the accompanying drawing, in which 

Figure 1 is a front elevational View of the foul 
ball indicator bearing the features of the present 
invention. 

Figure 2 is an end elevational view of the foul 
ball indicator shown in Figure 1. 
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Figure 3 is a wiring diagram of the lighting 

circuit, 
Figure 4 is a croSS Sectional View in elevation 

of One of the SWinging rods which extends down 
Wardly from the top of the indicator, and which 
is made of insulating material and having a 
charged Wire thereWithin. 

Referring now to the figures, represents the 
foul ball indicator bearing the features of the 
present invention and which comprises a post 

adapted to be disposed located as usual at the 
end of the extension of the base line which is 
indicated at 2. This post is hollow and is 
pointed at its lipper end. Extending laterally 
from opposite Sides of the post are two horizon 
tally extending rods 2 and 3. If the post is 
placed upon the right Side of the field the rod 
2 will extend inwardly over fair territory of the 

ball field whereas the rod 3 will extend out 
wardly over foul territory of the ball field. 
Depending from the rods 2 and 3 are a 

Series of arms 4 of conducting materiai as in 
dicated at 5, Figure 4, Surrounded throughout, 
the major portion of its length by insulating 
material 6. The conducting portion 5 has a 
ring formation tightly fitting about the rod 
2 or 3 to which it is thereby pivotally connected. 
Normally the rods 4... will be Suspended straight 
downwardly as indicated at 8 in Figure 2 but 
upon receiving the impact of a ball 9 hit by a 
batter from the homeplate position, the rod 4 
will be moved rearwardly to the dotted line posi 
tion 2 whereby a conductor portion 22 of the 
internal portion 5 will engage one of rods 23 
or 24 extending outwardly from the sides of the 
post, and respectively rearwardly offset below 
the laterally extending upper rods 2 and 3. 

If the rods 2 and 3 be connected together 
as indicated at 25 and a terminal wire 26 be 
connected at 25 and extending from Some cur 
rent source and with the contact portion 22 in 
engagement with either one of the rods 23 or 
24 depending upon which side of the post the 
ball has struck the rods 4, a circuit Will be 
established from the upper rods 2 and 3, 
a rod 4, contact portion 22, either rod 23 or 24 
and either a lamp 2 or 28. One side of each 
lamp is connected in common with a Second Wire 
leading fronn an electric current Source and as 
indicated at 29. These lamps 2 and 28 are 
located at the top of the post f. The top lamp 
27 will project a green ray of light whereby to 
give indication that the ball has struck the rods 
at the side which extends over fair territory of 
the ball field to indicate that it is a fair ball. 
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If on the other hand the ball has struck the 
rods extending outside Over foul territory of the 
ball field the lainp 28 will give a red appearance 
to indicate that there has been a foul bail. At 
times when the indicator is out of use a SWitch 
3 can be opened to break the circuit connection 
of the foul indicator with the electric Source. 

All the wires of the lighting System are con 
tained within the hollow post and adequately 
protected from the elementS. They are also 
protected from any damage as a result of the 
ball coining in contact, With the indicator. Wires 
32 and 33 from the respective lamps 27 and 28 
connect the lamps to the common wire 29. A 
wire 38 connects the lamp 2 with the lower rod 
23. A Wire 35 connects the lamp 28. With the 
lower rod 24. 
While various changes may be made in the 

detailed description, it shall be understood that 
Such changes Shall be Within the Spirit and Scope 
of the present invention as defined by the ap 
pended claims. 
What is claimed as new is: 
1. A fair and foul ball indicator for a baseball 

field, Comprising a post adapted to be positioned 
to extend vertically from the outfield terminus 
of a foul line, a pair of elongated Stationary Con 
tacts carried by each post and extending laterally 
therefrom in opposite directions, a pair of elon 
gated Supports carried by each post and extending 
laterally therefrom in opposite directions, said 
supports being substantially parallel to said con 
tacts and being vertically spaced and forwardly 
offset therefrom, one support and contact extend 
ing over fair territory and - one Support and con 
tact eXtending Over foul territory, at least one 
depending rinovable contact swingably carried by 
each support, said movable contacts normally 
depending vertically in forwardly-spaced relation 
to their related stationary contacts, said novable 
contacts being each adapted upon being struck by 
a batted ball to be moved into contact with its re 
lated Stationary contact, and Separate Signal 
means operatively associated with each pair of 
movable and stationary contacts, one of said sig 
inal means being actuated upon contact of a mov 
able contact With a stationary contact. 

2. A fair and foul ball indicator for a baseball 
field, comprising a post adapted to be positioned 
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4. 
to extend vertically from the outfield terminus 
of a foul line, two pairs of elongated Stationary 
contacts carried by said post in vertically-spaced 
relation to provide an upper and a lower pair of 
stationary contacts, one contact of each pair ex 
tending laterally of said post over fair territory, 
the other contact of each pair extending laterally 
of said post over foul territory, a plurality of 
laterally-spaced elongated current-conducting 
ariins Swingably carried by each upper Stationary 
contact for SWinging movement toWard and away 
froin the related lower stationary contact, Said 
lower stationary contacts being rearwardly offset 
relative to said upper stationary contacts whereby 
said arms normally depend vertically from Said 
upper stationary contact in forwardly-spaced 
relation to said lower, stationary contacts, said 
arms upon being struck by batted balls being 
Swin-gable into contact with an appropriate lower 
stationary contact, Separate electric fair and foul 
ball signal means carried by Said post, separate 
and normally open electric circuits operatively 
connecting related upper and lower stationary 
Contacts to separate signal means, one of Said 
circuits being closed to actuate Said fair ball 
signalling means when an airin in fair territory 
is moved by a batted fair ball into engagement 
with the lower stationary contact located in 
fair territory, and the other of Said circuits being 
closed to actuate Said foul ball. Signalling means 
when an arm in foul territory is moved by a 
batted foul ball into engagement with the lower 
stationary contact located in foul territory. 

ALLEN K. NELSON. 
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